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HAMMONDS CAUGHT

TWIN BROTHERS SUSPENDED, CONVICTED

Scandal Unfolds:
New Evidence
Found

MARr1YA “ON TOP OF THE

UNIVERSE” ILYAS
EviL TOTALITARIAN

The recent scandal of the Hammond brothets’
arrest has led the school administration to
suspect them of possessing the Calculus exams
beforehand. “We have reason to believe that
they either have answer keys ot the actual
exams,’ said Jim Hair, school’s security officet.

On March 22, Hair searched the twins’
backpacks. To his sutprise, he found a copy of
the school master key in Thom’s pencil pouch.
“We’te not sure how it got there, but we’re
going to find out,” said Hair.

Tt was discovered that the key belonged to
chief janitor, Jacob Henry. Official tecords
show that Henty got a teplacement for his
missing key on September 12, 2008, just a weel
into the school year.

.On Match 23, Henry told the press that he
recalled talking to the Hammond brothers
on September 12, According to Henry, Ben
notified him of a large water spill in the
Connector haltway. “I hurried there in hopes
of cleaning the hallway before the bell rang and
students were out,” said Henry. “I didn’t want
anyone to get hurt.”

Henry had forgotten his key ring hanging on
the janitor closet’s door.

Photos by Mariya Ilyas

Thom Hammond

EviL TOTALITARIAN

Two of the senior class’s top students were
caught cheating on a Calculus BC test.

Seniors and twin brothers, Thom and Ben
Hammond, are both straight-A students at
our school and are reported for being hard

classtoom. INo one expected them to do
anything unethical, especially academically.

On March 10, Calculus BC teacher, Allison
Satterwhite, caught the two exchanging
answers. “I. saw Thom looking over Ben’s
paper,” she said. “T was completely shocked
and utterly disappointed!”

After catching the twin brothers, Satterwhite
immediately sent them to the administration.
The Hammonds received zeroes on the test,

workers both inside and outside of the

and faced disciplinary action. The two are =

Ben Hammond

Caught Cheating in Calculus BC

MARIYA “ON Topr oF THE UNIVERSE” ILyvASs

being suspended from school for an entire
week.

Thom denied looking at his brother’s
paper. “I didn’t do it,” he shouted while
walking away.

The Hammonds argued that the exam,
which tested the students’ knowledge of
integration methods, Riemann sums, and
advanced optimizaton problems, was
entirely an unfair assessment. Ben, who felt
confident and prepated for the exam, said
“That test was very outrageous!”

“She cannot test us on material we have
not mastered,” added Thom.

According to progress reports, the
Hammonds have scored 100-percents on
every test since the beginning of the year.

Found Guilty,
Convicted

MARIYA “ON TOP OF THE

UNIVERSE” ILYAS
EviL TOTALITARIAN

On March 27, the Hammond brothers
publicly admitted that they had both
planned the scheme together. With the
master key, Thom was able to sneak
into Satterwhite’s classroom after track
practice and steal the entire year’s tests
with answer keys. “It was our only way
to survive the difficult coutse,” defended
Ben. -

According to Hair, both were suspended
from school for two weeks for “academic
dishonesty.”” However, the theft of the
school master key is a federal crime, and
both brothers were convicted of the
misdemeanor. On March 27, they were
taken by the police and stayed in jail
overmght Their mug shots were taken
and publicized in a press release later that
day.

They were released on a bail of
$16 589.99 on Match 29.

In addition, the brothers who were
once at the top of their class jeopardized
their educational future with this scandal.
University of Virginia, their first choice
school, revoked its acceptance letters. “We
do not accept that kind of behavior,” said
Janet Rutledge, Dean of UVa.

Freshmen Student Food Fight Takes It Over the Top, Causes Chaos

GWEN “G-F1$u”’ FISHEL
THE SEMICOLON

Juniors Mathew Cunningham and Meredith
Ryan started a food fight in the cafetetia,
causing some students to go hungry
and others to go crazy. The food fight
lasted all four lunch periods and took the
administration two houts to get the students
under control. :

_On March 23, 2009, students entered A
lunch in their regular toutine. However,
what began as a normal lunch period turned
into utter chaos in a matter of minutes. Ryan
was alteady angry with Cunningham when
she sat down at the same table. This was
mostly because he accidently tore her MCL,
which made her miss two weeks of lacrosse
practice.

However, the issue escalated qulckly,

and Ryan picked up the spaghetti from her
tray, and threw it at Cunninpham. Furious,
Cunningham splashed his Coca-Cola at Ryan.
According to an innocent bystander, junior
Chatlotte Hickok, the entite population in
the cafeteria went completely silent, and
then sheer pandemonium broke out. “All
of the sudden, people were just throwing
food. Others were on the table. It was like a
nastier version of the presidential debates,”
said Hickok.

The fight continued for two hours. During
this time, students entered and exited to join
in the “fun” Freshman Jacob Alexander
helped to lead a raid amongst students
against the cafetetia ladies, and stole food
from the stock room to help prolong the
fight. Alexander said, “The fight was so
awesome, and I just had to make it continue.
Plus, T didn’t want to go to math class.”

Students went crazy, and the cafeteria
began to look like a scene out of the
movie, Mean Girls — students on the
tables, acting like animals. Sophomore
Madeline
atound on the table and according
to junior Taylor Pierce; who stopped
from throwing her Dotitos to watch
her, said,
doing a rain dance.”

ditched out shortly after the fight
began. They shook hands and made
an agreement, and then hugged it out.
“It was really both of our fanlts. We
realized that things had gotten out of
control, so we ‘rolled,

While security officers tried to stop
" the fight, they were largely unsuccessful, tred really hard to get everyone, but theit
mostly because of the numbet of students

Evans began to jump

“she looked like a monkey,

Peculiatly, Cunningham and Ryan - |

8 fight.

said Ryan.

Photo by Gwen Fishel

Freshmen Tommy Friederich and Joe
Marinelli beat up Josh Belanger in a food

involved. Junior Maddie Dahl said, “they

See Food Fight, page 5
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(pinions

Raves and Ranite

A ravE for college rejections. Avant for college acceptances.

ARAME for the Titantic sinking. A rownt for Thomas Edison for
inventing the light bulb. Thanks to
A RAVE for communist Venezuela. him, we now have electricity bills.

A RAVE for rants. A roawAt for diet soda.

A RAVE for dead cats. A vt for annoying kids.

A RAVE for us winning the
Mexican War.

A rawl for the school’s lack of toilet papet.

A rawntfor girls that crack their joints.
A double RAVE for The Empire.

HEY SENIORS: GET OVER IT!

Dear Editor, -

T am a teacher at our school who, quite honestly, is sick of the whole college deal. T teach seniots,
and around this time, all they talk about is where they got in and where they got rejected from; we
can never get anyithing done. Ironically, this is preventing them from learning, and therefore hurting
their future because they are not learning the material they need for college. To solve this problem, T
have a proposal. West Potomac needs to throw out the college application process entirely. This will
solve a lot of problems and will actually help prepare students for college.

-A Concerned Teache;

PROUD OF MY SCHOOL

Hi Editor (Ms. Ilyas),

I read your paper often. I really like. T love your column on T kids. I think I agree
with you. I don’t like T] either. They think they smart. It not fair they get more
of the money then us. They no know how to have fun, they study, study all the
time. I wish there parent tell them to go outside sometime. 1 like this school a lot.
I really proud to go here. West Potomac is really good and give me everything for
education. I really thankful.

-Freshman, ij Lee

WE STIEL SEGREGATED?

Ay Yo Editor,

I came to visit yo school last week, and wuz disappointed 2 see segremagation.
Dawg man! Forget them minority kids; I was more $uprised to see my people
sitting 20 miles away from them whites! Yo, what up with that? I thought we went
through that trouble in them 1960, didn’t we? We been a equal nation, com’on
now. Here, I'll even a copy of the Gettysburg Address for yo peeps. My mans, Abe
Lincoln, wrote that thang in hope of integrating his peoples yo'll, and I come up in
this school to see this? Mans, I'm madd. Get yo thang together!

All youts women,
-Pimpin’ Jackson Hay

REJECTED FROM EMPIRE

Dear Applicant,

Thank you for applying to the Empire University. We regret to inform you that
you were not selected for admission to out college. With the record number of
applications we received, the decision making process was not an easy one. We
hope that you will understand.

While we understand you will not be receiving world-class education from our
institution, we wish you the best of luck in your futute educational endeavors
wherever you decide to pursue them.

Warm Wishes,

Manige Hyan & Grace Poasel

Deans of Admissions

THANKYOU EMPIRE PATRONS

PLATINUM: Jim & Gayle Alexander, Julie Ann Chavis, Jack and Suzy Coffey, Ann Ebberts &
Alan Evans, Tony Fabrizio, Diane & Stan Grace, Emily Griffin, Karen Hayes, John & Gina How-
ell, Barbara & Peter Jacobs, Mark & Jennifer Jones, Kathy & Tom Lehner, Fox Parker, Terry Stott,
Glenn & Theresa Smith, Ted & Karen Stone, Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Lazenby Jr., Kathryn Valdez.

GOLD: Vincent Accardi, Ronda Drucker, Mr. & Mrs..Brian Frydenlund, David & Becky Hebert,

Marjy & Skip Jones, The Kuhbach Family, The Micale-Fishel Family, Miranda Padilla, The Pierre
Family, Susan Rehe, Donna & Frank Tse.

SILVER: Peter & Maureen Adams, Jacob Alexander, Jim and Fay Alexander, Rebecca Brady,
Brendan Bradley, Catherine Bradley, Mary Bradley, Jeff Butchko, Nancy Butler, Rene & Mary
Belanger, Joe & Barbara Bradley, Paul & Susan Cambon, The Carmichael Family, Cindy Carriker,
Susan Carter, Don and Woodie Coffey, Mark & Anne Marie Coggins, The Collett Family, Jennifer
Collum, Kenny Dahl & Celia FlorCruz, Lt. Gen. & Mrs. Joe Dunford, Julie Friederich, Joe & Pau-
la Garrity, Lee Harrington, Jenn Hoffman, Diane Hohman, Laura Howell, The Ilyas Family, The
Jackson Family, Jean Keenan, The Kempson-Brooks Family, Rev. Keary Kincannon, Elisabeth
Lardner & Jim Klein, Ruth Lescher, The Leveridge Family, Barbara Ligget, Donna & Norman
Lmnell, Harrin Living, Tawanda Loney, Joe Mattis, Mable R. McLendon-Tokgoz, Anna Miller,
Allison & Tom Niedbala, Deirdre & Steve Parker, Kay Parker, Lousie Pino, The Powell Fam-
ily, Julia Rice, Richard Family, The Royka-Theodore Family, G. Sid Smith, G & T Smith, Jayne
Somes-Schloesser & Lynn Schloesser, Steven Stebbins, Anne W. Stewart, Tania Voss Ryan, Joan
Weeney, Julie Wilkinson Gallagher, Lois Williams, Elizabeth Wilmot, Bonny and John Wood,

Wright Family, Gerard Zitnik.

BRONZE: Julic Al-Saadawi, David Anderson, Patricia Axelrod, Carol Baca, Brodie Family,
Lucy Civitello, The Constables, Leslie Edgar, Cheryl Ellsworth & Thomas Pardini, Eve Feinstein,
Kathryn Gaddy, Charles & Gloria Gee, Connie Gerow, Gayle Gilmore, Bill & Lorraine Gordon,
Joseph Harder, Nancy Harder, Beth Hershner, Bob & Amy Hurd, Erwin Jacobs, Grace Link, Peggy
Lyon, The Martins, The McCalmans, Jeanne O’Hara, The O’Sullivan Family, The Law Office of
John K. Pike PLLC, Kenneth & Jeanette Powell, Dot & Phil Smith, Caitlin Smith, Mike Smith,
G.P Smith, Teresa & Scott Taylor, Cindi Tepper, Joan Weber.

BLUE: Rafael Centeno.

GREY: Emily Smith, Gretchen Walzl.

Want to become a EMPIRE Pairon'-‘
For mote information, call (703) 718-2572 ot e-mail lauta zitnik@fcps.edu

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, keep it to yourself because we don't
wanna hear about it,

| open forum for dLSCLlSSLOn Whmh 15 prlnted by Sﬂvcr Cmm“. uﬁic:atsons
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Student Spreads Lice Epidemic

Bic MoutH

With flu season coming to an
end, a new problem has arisen that
out school’s students have to
deal with: a lice epidemic
that is  permeating

our classrooms and

hallways.

Lice are wingless insects that préy on the scalps of
other animals, especially humans, feasting on their skin
and blood. Neatly 1,200 cases have been reported in
the past month after a rigorous investigation by the
Northern Virginia Police Department. They also came
across some very intriguing and important information
that could lead to a huge scandal. Junior Maxwell Robert
Muir is suspected to be the culprit of the crime.

It was treported that Muir had been buying and
distributing hats contaminated with lice to students
actoss the school. He got these hats from infamous
thrift stores, and then knowingly sold them, knowing
that it was illegal. Therefore, Muir may face up to 1,200
counts of attempted murder.

Muir started by buying countless amounts of hats from
every thrift store he could bike to, until he finally found
one with lice. He went on to infect all of the hats and
gave them out to his friends when they wanted asked to
borrow them. The friends gave them to other friends,
and it just became a vicious cycle of lice spreading,

Muit is being accused of plotting this whole scheme
with a couple of other students who frequently shop at
thrift stores themselves. Officials said that the stores
themselyves may be in on it, seeking to release a new line
of lice-caused-by-thrift-store-hats resistant shampoo.
Recent figures, from the sales numbers from “Head and
Shouldets™” 2008 income summary, show that with the
increased rate of thrift store shoppers, the ctiminals
involved would have become immediate billionaires.

School to Implement Punishment

BRyAN “IT’S BRITNEY” JACOBS  ,wn  hands.
“WHY AM I THE SPORTS EDITOR?” EDITOR

Recently, the administration has
set into motion a new regulation
banning all student texting
during  school hours,

and  breaking  this

rule would result in
losing all ten fingers.

Though the topic is a hot one and often debated, it has
come to be accepted by a few patents, the administration,
and the county School Board as an official problem.
Most, if not all, school officials felt that the texting
problem needed to be officially addressed and e out
completely during all school hours. The new regulation
has been added to Rule 19.0 Section 4.8 in the Students
Rights and Responsibilities handbook and took effect on
March 6, 2009, outlining the rules of texting in a school
environment. The new rule will remain in effect for the
remainder of our school’s existence. For the most part,
students wete outraged with the new regulation. Yet, there
has been a decrease in the overall amount of cell phones
taken, according to teports from sccurity. Aside from
these benefits, the regulation has come under constant
fire from students actoss the couaty and public rallies
have been held in order to reyoke the new regulation.
A student from our school has taken matters into her

LucAs “SANTERIA” ALEXANDER

Muit has repeatedly denounced the claims and he
continues to proclaim his innocence, sometimes in a
manner 50 blazen that it has become very suspicious

as to whether or not he is covering up something. In

a recent conversation Muir had, that was overheard by
our source in the hallways, he said “SHUT UP THAT IS
NOT TRUE.” This is cleatly a little over the top.

Muir has also tefused to take a DNA test to one of the
hats to prove his innocence. Luckily, police confiscated a
hat from a student who had gotten lice, as well as one of
Muir’s disgusting track outfits. They plan to ran DNA
tests on them this week to see if they match, and if they
do, Muir faces extreme punishment.

However, presented with the evidence, it is pretty
obvious he is guilty.

lalexander @wpwire.com

Photo by Lucas Alexander

Above, junior Max Muir is seen wearing one of his
infamous hats, with lice clearly visible in his hair.

Although
het actions have
been called radical
by most school
administrators,
she believes she is
fighting for a cause
that is worthwhile.

Junior Lizzy
Lunday has been
a main opponent
to the new rule
and has organized
protests. She has
received support
from patents,
whose  children
have lost fingers

under the me
d W make sure no teachers were around,

regulation.  Also, this daring student takes out his cell
she has built a phone.

support  system

from a myriad of students and teachers. She can be seen

duting the demonstrations yelling and screaming for the

human rights of students, followed by students who

hold signs that state “Fingers have feelings too” and
“You can take my fingers, but not my dignity”.

Just after delivering a fiery speech against the
EAST POTOMAC HIGH FRD QUARTER | new regulation passed by the school boatd she
REPORT CARD

stated, “My friends and I ate absolutely against
A-]- the new regulation, because it primarily violates
our human rights. Also, we text constantly

during school and it does not affect grades or
A disrupt school time. My protests are largely

attended by students who have lost fingers, just
A regular students, and even teachers who want
the message to be heard. I just pray this doesn’t

spread to Loudon or Prince George County.”
The recent regulations are bound to cause even
more local and national controversy. Recently a

n local child, who has lost all of his fingers, is
taking this new regulation to the United States
Supreme Courtinorderto overturnthe newrule.

bjacobs@wpwire.com

Photo by Lucas Aleader !
After carefully checking the area to .
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Physics Teacher, Rezendes Is Retired

RACHEL “NOT THE ONE FROM

FRIENDS” MARTIN
LABORER

Everyone who has had physics teacher
Stephen Rezendes knows that he likes to
complain. However, it turns out that he likes
his job more than he wants anyone to know:
Rezendes retired from teaching atour school
five years ago. However, he continues to
come to school regularly. “After he retired,
I thought he’'d be spending more time on
himself, hobbies, or taking classes,” said
Principal Rima Vesilind, looking perplexed.
“However, the year after he resigned, he
continued to visit the school almost every day.
Eventually we had to give him a classroom
and some students, so he would leave the
other physics teachers alone”” Originally,
Rezendes would wander the school, entering
science classrooms, and occasionally taking
over lessons if he did not believe the teacher
was explaining the concepts correctly. “I’'m
just glad they gave him a few classes,” said
physics teacher Garrett Hubbard. “He
used to batge into my room and argue

about whether light had mass or not. Very
distracting.”

His students were surptised to learn that
Rezendes has kept on teaching, because he
has a strong dislike for grading and dealing
with parents. He also greatly resents being
disrupted, while doing such tasks. “You
made me forget what T was doing,” said
Rezendes, calling after a student walking
away from his desk after having a question
answefed.

The parents of several students were less
than pleased to find that theit children’s
physics teacher was no longer indeed
working at this school.
supposed to know if he’s even authorized
to teach if he no longer wotks here?” asked
Bllen Floyd, mother of junior Lauren Floyd.
“I’'m surprised the School Board allows this.”
However, Vesilind assures parents that their
students are recciving a quality education
from Rezendes. “YWhile I undetstand this is
an unusual situation, Mr. Rezendes is fully
qualified to teach physics. He would not be
teaching here if he were not.”

“How ate we

School Switches Mascot

Hugh Jackman: our school’s new poster boy

JEssica “OBAMA” TAYLOR
LABORER

Many students and staff members at our
school have probably joked about being
“wolvetines” before, but what would they say
if they heard our school was really switching
our mascot from the wolvetine animal to the
X-Man Wolverine?

Yes. It is official. In promotion of the
newest X-Men film, X-Men Origins: Wolverine,
20" Century Fox (the distributor of the
X-Men franchise) has proposed deals with
high schools throughout the country whose
mascots are wolverines to officially change
from the animal to the fictional supethero.
Along with high schools from Washington
State to the Bronx, our school has agreed to
the switch.

School officials have cited the budget cuts
as the ultimate reason for agreeing to the
offer from Fox. Principal Rima Vesilind said,
“With the money we'te making from this

In promotion of a new film, our
school’s mascot is now officially being
changed to the fictional superhero,
Waolverine.

Photo by Handout/KRT

partnetship with the X-Men franchise, we’ll
be able to continue paying for the English
department [which FCPS was considering
cutting since we all speak English.]” Many
othetr school officials are citing needed
money due to budget cuts as the ultimate
reason that they approved of the change,
but no one has been willing to release the
exact figure that 20" Century Fox is paying
us for the mascot switch.

Students’ responses to the change have
been mixed. Some students view the change
as humorous. However, a potrtion of the
student body is outraged. These students
have begun organizing protests and boycotts
of sporting events, in ordet to voice their
displeasure.

“It’s not fairl” said senior Alexander
Valentino, a tri-athlete who plans to attend
Michigan University in the fall  “our
school has very little history separate from
Groveton and Fort Hunt. The wolverine
skin from Michigan University was given
to our school, when we first formed and
has always been a point of pride and a part
of our tradition. It’s the reason we are the
wolverines and should not be changed.”

Most students not opposed to the change
are rather apathetic; howevert,
protests supporting the switch have been
organized by students in the English
department. “We desperately need new
computers for our department,” explained
senior drama student Robert Ginsberg, “If
this mascot deal can help us pay for it, ’'m
all for it!”

Though the change might be shrouded
in controvetsy, there is no doubt that it has
helped Fox’s goal of pecking interest in the
latest installment of X-Men, which is set to
hit theaters on May 1, 2009. .

counter

To some degree, the fact that Mr
Rezendes does not indeed wotk at this
school may explain some of his quirks.
For instance, some students have noticed
his rather lenient approach to accepting
late work. Pethaps he feels less pressured
to give stringent deadlines because of the
fact that he is indeed retited. Whenever he
commences a lesson, he generally begins
with the phrase, “I'm actually going to teach
you all something,” despite the fact that this
happens nearly every day. Pethaps he too is
surprised at his decision to teach adolescents
a subject as abstract as physics for no pay.
“They don’t pay me enough. They don’t pay
me anything. 1 actually just like it here,” said
Rezendes when asked about how he feels
about his choice to continue teaching,

So why exactly did Rezendes choose to
continue working? “I love to teach. It’s the
best job I've ever had,” said Rezendes. “And
eleventh grade really is the best age to teach at.
Theyaren’timmature, like freshman, but they

still come to class, unlike seniors.”” Rezendes

did look forward to his retitement when he

Photo by Emily Griffin
Salvatore Olivo gives his final good-
bye to his Advanced Placement (AP)
students as he is personally escorted
out of class by members of the Im-
migration and Naturalization Services
(INS).

MEGAN “NEwWB” HALEY
LABORER

On Match 23, resident history teacher
Salvatore Olivo was deported for alleged
“criminal actvity” Police did not release
the charges as it was discovered, through the
investigation, thatOlivowasnotinfactaUnited
States citizen.

In the early 1970s, the Olivo family was
running from persecution and fled to the US
along with their young son Sal. The Olivos
managed to get VISAs to enter the countty,
but never pursued proper citizenship. While
the years went on, the Olivos flew under
immigration tadar, until now.

As a child, Sal was taught the most

important rule of the family: never break -

the law, for any reason. 1f people were to
find out that they wetre not actually citizens,
the entire family would be depotted. Of
course, at 7, Sal did not undetstand what
this meant, only that he had to do as he was

decided to stop working, not realizing how
bored he would be, and how much he would
he miss his job. “It sute beats being in the
Navy,” said Rezendes, laughing,

Photo by Michaela Accardi
Stephen Rezendes teaches his

class about the theory of relativity
although he remains unpaid.

Olivo Gets
Deported

told and stay out of the way when it came
to cops.

Fake 1Ds and lying became a way of life
for Olivo, so when it came time to get a job,
Olivo did not eatn a degree. Instead he
obtained a faux-teaching degree and pot a
job teaching his passion, history.

Because of his carelessness, Olivo not only
got himself deported, but every member
of his family that was not born within the
‘States” This included three generations of
Olivos, including extended family. Over
25 people were deported to Italy, where
they will face further persecution for their
crimes.

The United States Immigration and
Naturalizaton  Services (INS)  have
reportedly cracked down on immigration due
to the Olivo scandal. Thousands of illegal
aliens across America are being deported to
their home countries, even after living in the
‘States’ for some as long as 50 years.

Countless members of Olivo’s classes
are dealing with the loss of their teacher
more than halfway through the year. They
are mixed in their reactions to the recent
incidents. “T can'’t believe he was illegal, all
that time, this doesn’t bode well for my AP
exam in May,” said junior Laina Schneider.
“I don’t really cate that he’s gone, I mean
a teacher is a teacher, you don’t need a
personal connection to learn,” said junior
Peter Stebbins.

Regardless of how the students feel, Olivo
is gone and they will be teceiving an interim
substitute to finish the year. Jeff Feinstein
has agreed to help Olivo’s AP students in
any way possible,- so that they too will be
prepared to take the AP examination this

any age!

703.919.5573

T TOEING

Raise the roof of your
educational success!

We provide highly individualized,
one-on-one tutoring in the comfort
of your own home. Experienced
tutors are available in the D.C.
metro area for any subject and

Contact us today!
www.raisetherooftutoring.com
info@raisetherooftutoring. com
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» Grill Specialisis -
= Painting
o« Plunibing
= Eleitrical
= Garden Supplies
* Genéral Hardware

" 7934 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

HARDWAHE

LARRY GRAY

Owner

- {703) 765-1553
- Fax: (763) 768-0316 -

THE EMPIRE

or subscribe to the newspaper by

laura.zitnik@fcps.edu and/or in
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contacting Laura Zitnik at
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pérfect d-étﬁe: My

little Parisian restaurant. Then,
~we would discuss our favorite
dream girl is tall, thin, and

| ; er c uld read the Washington Post
together every morning, and discuss current events. She should not be intimidated

SIgN: Leo

perfect date would be an
expensive dinner in my favorite

novels over frothy cappUCcinOS_. y

perfect mate: my

blonde. She listens to bands
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The Truth Behind Wacky Wednesdays
What are the Teachers are Really Doing?

MADYSON “IS ANYONE HUNGRY?” M[LLER

TEEN VOGUE

On “Wacky Wednesdays,” all of the teachers at our school must come to
work at seven in the morning, but what do they do for that extra hour? They are
supposedly attending meetings or sitting in their classrooms and grading papers.
However, it seems that some tcach_f:rs are getting a little distracted. Fortunately,

LOUNGING

Phota By Emily Griffin

It looked like Colin O’Grady
stayed up late last night reviewing
material for his classes tomortrow.
However, does that give him' the
“okay” to catch up on his missed
sleep at school? Many of his
students think not.

COLORING:

Photo By Emily Griffin

Kathryn Nelson and Gary Hoag
like to re-live their elementary
yeats by playing the beloved Hide
and go Seek. This is also a good
way to hide colleagues during
Flex meetings!

TEXTING

“Photo By Emily Griffin

David Houston 1is spotted!
Houston takes a break from
grading papers to boogy woogy!
Apparently he was singing, “ Do
the hustle” at the time.

English teacher, Kathryn
McCullohs reads the back
of the Monsters Inc. DVD
case, instead of reading
classic English literature.
McCullohs admits she often
reads the enjoyable movie
summaries on DVD cases.

SLEEPING

Colofing and drawing
seems to be a popular stress
reliever among teachers.
Kimberly Summers enjoys
drawing horses and castles.
She is also petfecting the

color-in-the-lines skill.

HIDE AND SEEK:

Photo By Emily Griffin

Everyone knows the no
texting rule during class.
However some teachers, like
Christina Romanelli, sneak a
few texts in during the day.
Hey Ms. Romanelli: Y dnt u
txt us sum tyme? lol! ;)

DANCE PARTIES:

Phote By Emily Gri

Student Band Makes it Big

MicHAELA “THIIIGHT” ACCARDI

ANDERSON COOPER 359

Juniors Maddie Dahl, Alex Fabrizio, Gwen
Fishel, Charlotte Hickok, Lizzy Lunday, and
Emily Smith have made it big—- in the music
industry that is.

Howevet, unlike most bands popularized
today by record deals, the unnamed band has
no songs, no one-hit-wonders, and few fans
(aside from close friends). Recently featured
on MTV’s Crbs, the
band’s humble abode in
Alexandria, Vitginia, was
exposed. Their recording
studio is found in their
Unfortunately,
the only clips found on
tecord were the sounds
of Fishels laugh and a
speech of physics teacher

home.

number of their fans. With the result of their
hopefully extreme fame and the approval of
the student body, the band may play at this
year’s prom. Additionally, this will help with
the junior class’s lack of funds to pay for such a
large prom band, as they are willing to play for
no charge other than the price of their prom
tckets.

The band plans to release their first CD in
June, 2009 which will be untitled as well, unless
the band comes up with 2 name between now
el g

normal practice

and

session consists
of Fishel and
Dahl strumming
the guitar, Smith,

Fabrizio, and
Hickok  eating
snacks, and

Lunday playing

Stephen Rezendes. with Fishel’s cat,
When asked about the Matshmallow.
band, Lunday replied A student band makes it into the music Fabrizio argues

“Well, ’'m really excited
we scored a record deal,
but I have to admit that
it is a unique situation considering the lack of
musical substance to our group. 1 guess we give
off a hell of a first impression.”” The band
formed on one fateful night while watching
Coachella, and according to Fabrizio, “We
are a very organic band and we just let things
happen.”

As a result of their recent fame, much revenue
has come in after a load of public appearances
and press conferences. The band plans to use
this money to update their style and continue
to expand their popularity, and increase the

industry with a record deal and plans to
release their first cd this June.

that they “do play
music!” and plaﬁ
to have recorded
songs that by this dme next year will be played
regularly in the cars of teens nationwide. The
band would also like to encourage fans to
follow their practice of regularly eating cookie
dough in spare time.

Although singing may not be the bands forte,
Fishel would like to remind fans that they do
in fact dance...A LOT. Look forward to seeing
the bands tour dates publicly announced and
buying tickets to see their talented and exquisite
dance moves. With any luck, students will also
hear music as well.

School Gives away Confiscated 1Pods

EMiLy “SiDE Kick” GRIFFIN
TeeN VOGUE

Ever wonder what security does with the
iPods that they confiscated in September?

The secutity at our school has officially stated
that they plan to give all confiscated iPods to the
needy children in Washington D.C. They came
up with this idea when sophomore Alexander
Tyson said, “iPods ate useless to out school.
Security should then give away the confiscated
iPods to children who desperately need them.”

Tyson came up with this mastermind plan,
while he was attempting to talk with his fdends
in class. They were listening to their iPods so
intently that they could not hear him.

He had become much accustomed to this
situation that he felt the need to tell someone
with authority at out school to make it

fortunate before they think of themselves,”
said Haire.

One of the major flaws to this program is that
the students do not get reimbursed after their
iPod is given to the needy children. Strudgeon
said, “It is unethical and unfair. Stealing from
students to make the charity more efficient is
just plain wrong.

According to the Students Rights and
Responsibilities, stealing is not allowed in a Fairfax
County Public School. Anyway, a lot of my
friends” parents have been complaining about
this, you cannot just give away an experience
piece of technology like it is worth nothing.”

Haite rebutted, “The needy children have
hardly anything to start with and students
should not be bringing their iPods to school in
the first place.”

stop.

Toventhis frustration, he went to Security
Specialist Bill Haire and suggested that
they should give confiscated iPods to
the needy children in Washington DC.
Haire was so intrigued by his idea that he
immediately put the plan into motion.
Haire was in supportof thisidea because
he knew that students would not bring
their iPods into school if they knew they
will never get them back. Sophomore
Chafolette Strudgeon said that she
thinks that “this is a terrible idea. iPods
should be taken away for a punishment
not to help boost the schools reputation
of being more giving,”

By giving iPods to the needy children, it

will give West Potomac a more charitable

Photo By DLO/ Mct Handout

reputation than the other competing
schools in our area. “This also builds
character for the students, by making
them think of others who may be less

Shown above are some of the many
confiscated iPods that will be sent to the
needy children in Washington, D.C.
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Lok For Your Desting
EMILY “MILKSHAKE” SMITH ﬁ ﬁ. * * *

Aries (March 21- April 19)
Life: Just hang in there, it could not possibly get any worse, could it?

Romance: Evetyone has a soul mate. Oh, wait, you seem to be on the list of exceptions.
You should invest in a nice goldfish.

Taurus (April 20- May 20)

Life: Remember when you broke that mirror a few years ago, but brushed off the
superstition? Well, get ready to regret your flippancy, as yout seven years of bad luck
statts tomorrow.

Romance: Did you not read the above sentence? There will be no romance for the
next seven years. Why do the cosmos have to spell everything out for you?

Gemini (May 21- June 21)

Life: The bluebird of happiness will fly into your life this month—right into the glass
window and up into birdie heaven.

Romance: Start searching dating sites for the blind, because that is the only way
wedding bells will ring in your future.

Cancer (June 22- July 22)

Life: Your life is like a bag of really old cookies—you will be lucky if you can find one
without mold on it.

Romance: Start by lowering your expectations a little at a time, and you will eventually
find somebody to love, _

Leo (July 23- August 22)

Life: Your life will be utterly blissful... or at least as long as it lasts.
Romance: As mentioned above, Cupid’s arrow will strike you at an unfortunately short
range, ending your short but sweet life.

Virgo (August 23- September 22)

Life: Your life is like a fairy tale. Unfortunately, you are the witch who tties to eat
Hansel and Gretel. The stars hope you enjoy watrm climates!

Romance: The love notes you have been slipping into her locker were a sweet idea,
but you got the wrong locker. The weird guy in your third petiod class will soon be
complaining of sexual harassment.

Libra (September 23- October 22)

Life: Looking for your brain, you will skip down the Yellow Brick Road—and right
into the insane asylum.

Romance: Your mother will sit you down next week, and tell you that yout current
romance is actually your long lost cousin. However, love overcomes all.

Scorpio (October 23- November 21)

Life: Life is a stage, and you are the main star. The theatre is empty and someone
accidentally turned the lights off on their way out.

Romance: They say that love cannot be bought, but you proved them wrong last
Saturday. However, treatment for love will cost around $100 at the clinic.

Sagittarius (November 22- December 21)

Life: You will achieve your 15 seconds of fame when your cat suffocates you in your
sleep. Nighty night!’

Romance: Remember that movie quote: “You complete me?” Well, give up on hearing
that in real life. :

Capricorn (December 22- January 19)

Life: The stars have aligned to create a pop quiz in math class yesterday. Hey, news
travels slowly through outer space!

Romance: Stop drooling over your histoty teacher. No, really. He is running out of
papert towels.

Aquartus (January 20- February 18)

Life: You will be remembered in the history books as the man who tested the myth
by yelling “Macbeth” in a theatre, and was then promptly trampled by angry theatre
kids.

Romance: You will finally hear thtee special words from your lost interest next week.
However, those three words will be “Stop stalking mel”

Pisces (February 19- March 20)

Life: The stars point to another Saturday night with mom and dad. It sure seems like
those stars always point in the same direction.

Romance: The stars have been coddling you for the last few years, but it is time you
heard the full truth: There is no romance in your life. Yeah, we know, the truth

hurts.
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Octo-Mom Sets Her Sights on FCPS

EmiLy “Sipe Kick” GRIFFIN
TEEN VOGUE

Everyone has heard of the infamous
Octo-Mom, but the question on everyone’s
lips is: “Whete she is going to send her kids
to school?” :

At a private hearing held on March 20,
in California, Nadya Suleman, or the Octo-
Mom, released that she plans to move to
Fairfax County into the West Potomac
community. The Octo-Mom is a Californian
mom who has 14 kids and had her last eight
kids as octuplets from fertility treatments.
She mentoned at the hearing that she is

- aiming for Jack Dale’s job as superintendent

because she has had more close contact
with students than Dale has ever been able
to have. She also wants her children
to receive the best education
possible from one of the
finest school systems in the
nation and to be in the safe
and secluded envitonment that
FCPS will present for her kids.
She plans to enroll her children at
our, when they are old enough to attend
high school.

In more news, our school’s principal,
Rima Vesilind, stated that she will
not retire this year, but will wait until
Suleman’s kids are finished with school.
“T can’t wait until the kids come to our
school. It will be interesting to sec
how they learn and what activities
they might be involved. Their

participation might boost the popularity
of the clubs or teams they will join,” said
Vesilind. She continued by saying that “I
am very supportive of Suleman’s decision to
have her kids enrolled in our FCPS schools
and give kudos to Suleman fot choosing the
West Potomac community.” She also hinted
that the publicity surtounding the children
would be a benefit to our school.

Junior Laura Cunningham said that “Tt is
a great idea to have the kids enroll into the
FCPS system. Also, the kids will know a lot
about working with people because they are
in such a big family. In other wotds, theit
social skills have to be superb since they are

in such a big family” Howevet, there
are other students who think that
letting the kids enroll in FCPS is a
hottible idea.

While sophomore Ashton
Statr believes that “out
school system is already an
ovet-crowded and an over-
pressured school system. He
said, “Adding publicity to
our school would just create
a chaotic atmosphere and be
very distracting for many of
the students here. And because

their mom had so many childten,
it may give other students the idea
that having that many kids is okay
and that people will give them free
stuff.”

Photo Courtesy of MCT Handout

No More Shaving for Girls

ZACH “ZAAAAAAACH!” FEINSTEIN

DapDY WARBUCKS

For most women in Butope today, shaving
has always been an afterthought. Unlike their
transcontinental neighbors, most Buropean
women prefer not to shave, not just their
legs, but also their armpits too. The most
famous singer known for her armpit hait,
not her singing abilities, is Nena, the singer
whose popular song “99 Lufthallons” became
well-known in the 1980s. With the tise of
international travel and fashion magazines,
the once disgusting option for American
gitls has now become an extremely populat
and accepted decision by many
American women, not just at our
school, but also throughout the
country.

Women who choose not
to shave their leps do so
for many reasons. The
feeling of being free
from the pain they
have to go through
daily because of their
dreaded razors is one
reason. Another reason
for some is to “stick it” to
the male dominated society
that they live in every day.
Other women just do it because
they are too lazy, or do not

have enough time to shave Many girls have openly
every single day; this task is endorsed the “no shaving”

very tedious. Whatever the trend.
reason for theit decisions,

women ate now beginning to embrace the
idea of a furrier and warmer life without the
shackles of their disposable razors,

Many notable women actoss the country
and at our school are openly promoting
this new trend to the next generation of
American women. First Lady Michelle
Obama, at a recent conference for military
families, exposed to the press her unshaven

Photo By Thu Hoang Ly

legs with pride, although no arm pit hair
was spotted. When asked about the new
trend, she said, “I love it!” Like many other
women across the country, many female
students at our school are now taking up
this new fashion fad. One student, senior
Jill White, has openly embraced her love of
not shaving by openly showing her beautiful

.unshaven legs to everyone she meets. When

asked why she is taking up the new trend,
White said, “I’m not shaving because I want
to feel free and shaving for me is always a
drag. I always get cut up.”
While many women at out school are
openly embracing not shaving, some male
students are opposed of this
Throughout the
school, many have voiced their
displeasure at young women
going from beautifully
shaven goddesses to
big hairy beasts. One
student in patticular,
senior Neil Burke,
expressed his
displeasure and
said, “We don’t need
women’s legs to look
like the Black Forest in
Germany. Then again,
Black Fotest cake is pretty
good, what with the intense
chocolate so maybe it isn’t
so bad. Yeah, I guess it’s
alright.” :
This new trend
has become a wvery
controvetsial topic among both the sexes at
our school. Despite the controvetsy over
women shaving ot not shaving, one student
senior Mary McKnight said, “We do it to be
comfortable”” Even though this new trend
among women may seem disgusting to many
men, women seem comfortable with it and
do not plan on shaving in the near future.

new trend.

1 O The Empire

Thursday, April 2, 2009






1 2 The Empire Thursday, April 2, 2009




