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Students found out what the new shock collars felt like when they tried to leave school early. Most teach-
ers support this new plan and can be seen patrolling the hallways to watch the effects of the collars.

New plan comes as a “shock”

KATIE “MAD MAC” WOODWARD
MINION

After many failed attempts to control the comings and
goings of students during school hours, the administration
has reached an innovative level in security tactics. Starting
next month, all students will be required to don electric
shock collars, which will promptly stun any wearer who
passes through the new electric fence surrounding the
school.

Principal Hardison proposed this idea to a dumbfounded
administration after purchasing an electric fence for his
basset hound. Once he saw how effective an electric zap
was at keeping his dog in the yard, Hardison realized shock
collars are the perfect solution to the long-standing problem
of students leaving school during the day. Overjoyed, he
presented the idea to teachers and staff. Although many
were initially skeptical, most now agree this solution will
ensure the attendance of students at all hours of the day.
Says science teacher Erin Sikes-Thurston, “Not only will
shock collars keep my cherubs in class, but with a couple of
adjustments, I also can use them to zap the kids who skip
my morning review sessions- how’s that for a wake-up call!”

The collars will be purchased from area pet stores, and are
rumored to come in a variety of colors and styles in order
to appease students. Hardison hopes that these features
will mean that students choose to wear the collars rather

than be forced to by the administration. There will be heavy
punishments for disobedience, including students being
forced to attend night school or, in more serious cases,
to spend hours in a dungeon-like area at an undisclosed
location. Hardison has also threatened to restrict access to
the Gunston Rooftop Pool for students who tamper with
their shock collars.

The proposed shock collars have been met with mixed
reviews. The biggest conflict seems to be between math
teacher Alison Satterwhite and science teacher Garrett
Hubbard. Nobody ever would have guessed that these
steadfast friends could be torn apart by something as silly
as shock collars for students, but alas, this appears to be
s0. Satterwhite feels very strongly that shock collars are
an excellent idea, and in fact recommends periodic school-
wide shockings just to keep students on their toes. “This is
the change we’ve been waiting for! No more wishy-washy
policies. No more rule-breaking- compliance mandatory.
Hey students: GAME OVER,” said Satterwhite. The math
teacher also has recommendations for pure academic use
of the collars: “They should go off whenever a student
says (at+b)? = a2 + b%. That would teach ‘em quick, and save
me the trouble of hurting them myself.” Hubbard, on the
other hand, is strongly opposed to installation of shock
technology, and was seen slapping Satterwhite across the
face with a hefty Physics textbook last Wednesday after

See Shock on page 4

Seniors in a daze over graduation this year

CAMILLE “CHAMELEON” DiFoLco
MiNioN

Ah, graduation day. For senior Moira Fagan, it was supposed

to be a “magical event culminating in a crisp diploma and
the prospect of never returning to high school,” and, for
most students, the chance to finally enjoy the freedom and
excitement of college Iife...

Such a ceremonious and momentous occasion is
traditionally held in a grand setting so as to underscore
the accomplishments the graduate has achieved. Our own
school traditionally held graduation at nearby George
Mason University’s Patriot Center. This year, however, the
class of 2010 will begin a new tradition when they accept
their diplomas in one of our school’s parking lots.

Originally, graduation 2010 was to be held on the football
field, where the school’s pride would supposedly be most

concentrated. A memo sent out to members of the Parent
Teacher Student Association (PTSA) last week, however,
pronounced, “Due to unforeseen financial implications, the
graduation ceremony for the class of 2010 will be held on the
West Potomac Marching Band Rehearsal Block,” otherwise
known as the parking lot behind Quander. The lot was so
dubbed because the marching band does indeed hold band
camp and after-school practices on the parking lot. Because
of this, the lot is spray-painted fresh each year with yard
markings similar to those on a football field. The memo
read, “The new location is hardly distinguishable from the
original, and possesses the added advantages of remaining
solid and mud-free in case of rain.”

Though thememo citesnospecific cause of the venue change,
and administration has declined to comment, this reporter

See Graduation on page 4

New “Situation” to
deal with next year

NoRrRris “Fuzzy G’ BROOKS
MINION

On Monday, March 22, it was announced that current
Principal Cliff Hardison would be leaving our school.

|| Students are not reacting well to the change; they have all
- || come to know and love Hardison. Sophomore Cormac

McPherson complained, “It is really hard to go to school
now. I see teachers and students crying all throughout
the building. I never realized how attached people were
to Mr. Hardison.” When asked about why he decided
to leave, Hardison’s publicist interceded and said the
principal was not taking part in any interviews. The
search for a candidate to replace him has sent the school
into a frenzy, with everyone wondering who would be the
new head honcho. According to junior Kyle Skudlarek, “I
haven't had an actual class for weeks now. All we discuss
is who the new principal is going to be!”

Just last night, the name of the new head of West
Potomac was revealed on Facebook. It turns out that our
school is about to come face to face with a Jersey Shore cast
member. Mike “The Situation” Sorrentino is replacing
Mr. Hardison.

Mike Sorrentino is a 27-year-old “guido.” According to
urbandictionary.com, the definition of a “guido” is a male
of Italian descent, usually native to New Jersey, who has a
fake tan, bulky muscles, and wears earrings, gold chains,
and cheesy clothing. “The Situation” will be making his
first appearance at our school by the end of the month. In
anticipation of his arrival, senior Molly Bowdring said,
“All of the seniors are going to decorate the hallways with
pictures of “The Situation’s” face, and we plan on getting
fake tans and wearing Bumpits in our hair.”

In a recent interview, Sorrentino informed the public
that he is bringing along his partner in crime, Nicole
“Snookie” Polizzi. However, Snookie will not be living
as glamorous a lifestyle as Mike. She will be employed as
the school’s head janitor. When asked how she felt about
this job, Snookie replied, “I just cannot believe Mike
would make me a janitor, but I need a change in my life,
and I'hear they serve free pickles in the teacher’s lounge!”

While Snookie and “The Situation” will liven up our
school, nothing can top the news that was released just
this week. Pauly Delgado, the famous DJ from Jersey
Shore, has been hired as well. He will be the music
producer for all the school dances, and even play some of
his own beats during the seven minutes between classes.

Some students are worried about the changes “The
Situation” will bring. One junior male, who requested
that he remain anonymous, expressed his concerns that
“The Situation” might make extreme changes to the dress
code. He said with apprehension, “I have heard that it
will be mandatory for boys to wear wife beaters, and
that we will have to pierce our ears!” On the other hand,
most students are excited about the new principal. They
are mainly pleased at “The Situation’s” first official act.
He “video-chatted” the school, announcing hot tubs are
being air lifted on to the roof before he arrives.

} Photo courtesy of_nj.corn
The “Situation” from MTV’s Jersey Shore will be

the new principal.



Opinions

Students need a change of attitude

EMiLy “THE REAL ONE”’ SMITH
GD TypEs

West Potomac is the greatest school out there, and it is about time that students showed their love
for their little home away from home.

The lack of school spirit at our school is shocking. Not a day goes by that we fail to hear some-
one say something negative about our high school. “The food here stinks,” or “the bathrooms are
dirty,” or “my teacher is mean.” Well, you know what, guys? You are wrong, all wrong.

When we started out at West Potomac as freshmen, it was overwhelming in size and diversity.
However, as we matured, we can now see that this high school is practically a utopia. Every-
thing about it—from the peppy school colors to the friendly smiles of the security personnel in the
morning —screams happiness. However, it seems as though a lot of people are taking this blessed
educational haven for granted. So what if seniors cannot have off campus lunch? The PATIO FUR-
NITURE is on the way here. Any day now, and seniors can be lounging on granite benches in the
crisp weather at the back of school. And is someone still complaining about the bathrooms? For
the record, it is a fact that Mt. Vernon students are still using Port-O-Johns. We should be kissing
our porcelain thrones.

We feel so strongly about West Potomac, in fact, that I.am now proposing a change of attitude. A
mandated change of attitude. If the law passes in the student government, negativity towards our
school will be punishable by suspension. If this law goes through, there will be uniformed “moni-
tors” who will discretely listen in on conversation, making sure students are maximizing their WP
positivity. “What if we have a legitimate complaint?” some students might ask. And to that we
have to ask, “What is there to possibly complain about?”

This is not unreasonable. This is a necessity. Ask any history teacher at our school, and they will
agree that most totalitarian governments were put there for a reason. That this measure is neces-
sary, and everyone will be happier when these negative students leave. Let us be frank. West
Potomac is a beautiful campus filled with loving faculty and pristine facilities. Our classes are
interesting and the homework load is light. We should be thanking our lucky stars that we are
fortunate enough to live in or around 22307. And if someone tries to stomp on our happiness, the
monitor will just have to pluck that bad apple from the bunch. No one is going to ruin our school.
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*  We accidentally gave Peter Coffey a column during the whole year, but luckily we have
replaced it with what was supposed to be there all year. e
Please ignore any articles written by Josh Belanger. They were entirely plagiarized.

- Michaela Accardi is not an Editor-In-Chief, she actually was removed from her position for

not doing any work during layout. e : ‘ ;

¢ Ms. Zitnik is not actually a certified journalism teacher, and has been promptly fired. We

- apologize for the liabilities. . - : -

Rawnts and Rave<

A ”RANY for the new
healthcare bill.

A rave for the boy’s varsity
lacrosse team being undefeated.
ARANT  for Peter Coffey. A rave for Editor-in-Chief

i for baseball Lucas Alexander’s birthday.

A rave for Gyillbert

A RANY for social climbers
' Arenas.

THANK YOU WIRE PATRONS

PLATINUM: Vincent and Paula Accardi, James L. Alexander, Nina Britcliffe, John & Suzanne
Coffey, S.E & Beverly Copeland, Bob and Barbara Dreyfuss, Tony Fabrizio, Kent and Julie Fried-
erich, The Garakyaraghi Family, Parvin Garakyaraghi, Julie and Tim Grady, Bill and Lorraine Gor-
don, The Holloways, Gina and John Howell, Barbara and Peter Jacobs, Lauri Kempson, Mathew
Kestyn, Christian Reynolds, Emily Taylor and Glenn Smith, Sydney Smith, Ted Stone, The Wood-
ward Family

GOLD: Donald Belanger, Rene & Mary Belanger, Sandra Belanger, The Pierre Family; Jim & June
Tartala

SILVER: Ronda Drucker, Francios DiFolco, The Fagan Family, Nancy Ferri, Michelle Garden,
Susan Fuqua, Michelle Garden,Carolyn Clary and Bill Kaplan, The O'Neil Family, G. Sid Smith,
Sharon Theodore, David and Mary Underwood, Beverly Wong, Ellen Woods, The Fagan Family

BRONZE: Maureen Adams, Patricia Axelrod, Spencer Brooks, Ana Grau, Gayle Gilmore, Lee
Harrington, Barbara Johnson, Jud Kempson, Mark Kempson, Ruth Lescher, Lori Loker, The Mari-
nelli Family, Debra and Mick McKeown, Nancy and John O’Sullivan, Miranda Padilla, Steve Park-
er, Pam Russell, Carl Sandburg Middle School, Caitlin Smith, Michael Smith, Peter and Cathy
Smith, Rosemary Szilagi, Debi Taylor, Jan Vaughan, David-and Evelyn Venezky, Susanne Young,
Gerard Zitnik, Lori Loker, John and Julia Corrado

BLUE: Fred Amico, Mariya Ilyas, Allison Niedballa, Paula Schulz

BECOME A WIRE PATRON TODAY!

The Wire is currently seeking patrons for the 2009-2010 school year. As a patron, you will be
helping us print our newspaper so that we can continue to distribute it to all the students, fac-

ulty, and staff free of our charge. .

As a patron of The Wire, your name will be published on page two of every issue. If you are
donating $30 or more, you can opt to have The Wire mailed directly to your home as well.

Keep this sincere warning in mind

Everyone has been preparing for the Zombie Apocalypse and even the
“Snowpacalypse” (a stupid name, might I say) but everyone has been over-
looking the impending Leprechaun Apocalypse!

This is no joke, I know, ha-ha, leprechauns taking over the world seems silly
but look around. There seems to be an increasing amount of hidden (“closet-
ed”) leprechauns lurking about the school. As students and teachers, beware!
Sometimes they show their true colors (green) and show slight leprechaun
characteristics (like praise for their Irish heritage.) Do not be fooled by centu-
ries of glorifying these imps on St. Patrick’s Day. They started the myths and
traditions themselves to make people want to spend time with them. Do you
really think a mini-ginger can bring good luck? Honestly?

I suggest, although this may seem harsh, getting rid of these horrendous
creatures at once from our school. This does not mean extermination-- I assure
you. Simply turning them away from the building is a good method to reduce
the risk of an attack by these demons. This will let them know that we are on
to their charade and are preparing for the inevitable showdown.

Maybe turning them away seems un-American, so an alternative is to give
out free Guinness on their commute to school. These imps are useless to resist
such an opportunity. (Some stereotypes exist for a reason.)

These methods will most likely upset them at first but then they will simply
just move on to another culture that is completely unaware of their evils. That
is why they came from Ireland to America. Their most successful technique
thus far has been the Lucky Charms Leprechaun, though. We have been fooled
by his cartoon appearance and marshmallows. Those children are not running
after him for the cereal, but in reality they are trying to stop him from stealing
souls. (By the way, that is how leprechauns take over. They steal everyone’s
soul because they do not have their own.)

Now that you know, what are you going to do? Continue to be fooled by
their short stature and empty promises of gold at the end of rainbow or show
them who is boss? I mean it is only a matter of time before they join forces with
butterflies. Do not even get me started on them.

-A concerned student

If you have an opinion, please submit your Letter to the
Editor of 248 to 249 words or to Room 000 Quander. All submissions become prop-
erty of The Wire. Also, if you really want to be published, bribe us.

. Fascists -
Lucas “Iargue a lot”.

~ Aleander

. LITTLE ENGINES
 Laura “Spandex & Uggs” J
Reynolds

. 1i'Bros e
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- ender” s Wttt Weadge
up S a? s oqps A € vve yVen

Joseph “Belanga”Marinelli ggl\at‘timé” Crady

The W'z’re is a publicatiévh"whose aim is'ito‘in'foim;zgdﬁcate; and ?:nﬁ:r— ,
tain the student body. The Wire will not print any material that is libel-

ous or obscene, or that will invade any person’s right to privacy. The
ideas expressed in unsigned editorials reflect the opinions of the n

paper staff; however, Letters ,tc':z"thc ‘Editor dono he
forum for discussion which is printed by Silver Co
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Senlor Session

Marshall hopes to play colleglate football

JAcoB “OIL LAamp” ALEXANDER
Lir’ Bros

on the basketball team, averaging 29.8 points per game.
'He enjoys hanging out with friends and listening to all
kinds of music on the weekends.

Marshall was born here in Virginia, but has
always wanted to visit Russia, “I've always
liked the cold. I don't know why, but ever
since I first visited Alaska I've loved it,” stated
Marshall. He also would like to meet NBA star
Kobe Bryant from the Los Angeles Lakers one
day- one of the most inspirational basketball
players, he said. He has already gotten to talk
_ with NEL wide receivers Larry Fitzgerald from the

Arizona Cardinals and DeSean Jackson from the
Philadelphia Eagles- two very inspirational
football players in Marshall’s book.

Marshall hopes to go to the NFL or
the NBA one day. “If I don't make
either of those I would probably try
. to play basketball in Russia for a
& while,” he commented. Marshall
hopes to get a sports scholarship to
= a good school, preferably one with
= a good sports team for that sport.
When asked what he would do if
he never made it big in any sport,
Marshall simply replied, “That’s
ridiculous. It just won’t happen!”

_ Marshall has a C average in
' school, and is waiting to hear back
from numerous Division I schools
to see if he will receive a scholarship
to pay college sports. “I don't really
care which school I go to, aslong as I
I make it into one,” he replied. Tt is very
likely that Marshall will get a scholarship
to one of these schools, considering his
statistics in both football and basketball.

At 6'4”, 225 lbs, Senior
Dequan ~ Marshall = is
hal:d not to notice.
He was a starting
wide receiver on the
varsity football team #%=
this year and is well
known among the

Photo Courtesy of Ken Steinhardt/MCT

B0t vttty
tackle him to the
ground because
he would not stop
[throwing the chairs].

- Security Officer , , ,
Marvin Goodley

students here as West Potomac He was also sticcessful -

Marshall easily qua]:ﬁes for a scholarshlp, receiving a 2 25

out of 36 on the ACT. Marshall’s friends and teammates

also highly support his attempt to make it big. “My

teammates are always bringing up stories of something
amazing I did in a game, like cracking someone in
football and stuff like that,” commented Marshall.

Marshall has always been a great athlete here in the
community, dominating in little league sports as a kid.
All of his friends that he has known since-a kid talk about
how he has always been the best at sports. Marshall
commented and said, “My friends have always told me
that I was going to make it into the pros one day, ever
since I was about six. I'm not quite sure about the pros
yet, but I do think I'll at least be able to play college.”
When asked about what schools he has applied to, he
said, “1 really can’t think of a school I would prefer. I
don’t have a top choice for football, and I don‘t have one
for basketball either. I guess I'll just see what happens
and what kind of scholarships I get, if any.”

Marshall plans to have a final decision by the end
of this month, when he finally hears back from all the
schools he applied to in the fall. No matter where he
goes, there is not a doubt in anyone’s mind that he will
play on the college team, and many people believe that
he will even make it to the professional league. No
matter what happens Marshall knows that he is going to
try to major in something related to English, because that
is his favorite subject in school. “My English teachers
have always commented on my ability to excell in their
classes,” said Marshall. English is the only class in
which he has an A , and he has received an A in English
every quarter this year. Whether it is because of sports
or English, Marshall is likely to become successful, and
many here at West Potomac look forward to seeing him
succeed in the future.

Dequan Marshall(left) has high hopes for the
future as he hopes to play professional sports.
Marshall is currently awaiting scholarship offers
from several Division I universities.
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