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THE ANNUAL FAIRFAX GAMES

This year’s Games are heating up, as teachers prepare to take their pent-

John Shoupe
R.IP

It's that time of the year again! Time
for the annual Fairfax Games: and you
know what that means: time to round
up the slackers, skippers, and all-
around misbehaving students!

The Fairfax Games began in 1998
when a generation of slacking, skip-
ping, and all-around troublemaking
students nearly caused the school dis-
trict to shut down due to a bureaucrat-
ic backlog generated by having to deal
with them. Drastic measures needed to
be taken.

And lo the School Board sent forth
a decree: “All who shall slack, skip, or
otherwise create difficulty in school
instead of focusing on their learning
will be gathered up on April 15, and the
greatest offenders among these shall be
placed in an arena of their instructor’s
choice, and given one chance to escape
their teachers’ wrath and redeem them-
selves”

‘Teachers are given a weapon of their
choice, while miscreant students are
left to fend for themselves. If the stu-
dent escapes their doom, they are given
a free ticket to stay out of school for the
rest of that year. Students selected to
participate are those who have demon-
strated the most egregious records of
skipping school, creating disturbances
in the school environment, or other-
wise slacking off and not doing their
assignments.

Buzzing with excitement, teachers
eagerly anticipate dishing out payback
to the students who cause them endless
amounts of problems, like the moun-

From last year's Games; as one student escapes, English teacher Tom Cadorette

water ponds, and plenty of hiding spots

dria. Huntley Meadows is an ideal loca-
tion to hold the Games, with its stretch-
es of hickory and oak trees, tall grass,
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gleefully delivers a beating to another, John Shoupe, who failed to get away.

tains of paperwork they must fill out,
or meetings they must attend when a
student doesn’t do what they are sup
posed to. “It’s a fundamental unfairness
of the universe,” says English teacher
Kati Ellsberry. “When a student doesn't
follow the rules, it creates significant-
ly more work for me. But I feel like the
Games balance the scales... I can't wait
to hunt the little b**t*rds down!”

Now for the exciting news! This year’s
Fairfax Games will be held at Huntley
Meadows Park, located here in Alexan-

so that the offenders have some sem-
blance of a fighting chance. These ele-
ments should come together to create a
terrific game!

The decision to hold it at Huntley
Meadows was made after last years
Games, held in Fountainhead Region-
al Park, which resulted in too many
escaping victors, and an unfortunate
accident involving a nearby picnicking
family and their poodle, Fluffy.

Last week, School Board member
Ryan McElveen released this year’s list

up aggression out on students

of participating students for the 2014
Games: Six students from Edison, four
from Mount Vernon, four from Falls
Church, five from West Potomac, and
a whopping eight from South Coun-
ty. With the amount of students from
South County, which boasts the high-
est number of victors since the Games’
inception, it is expected to be a great
game. South County has had at least
two victors from every game for the
past 12 years. They may not be at-
tending their classes, but they sure are
learning those survival skills!

The last time WestPo had a victor was
in 2010, when the Games were held at
Green Spring Garden. There were a to-
tal of 13 participants that year, two of
which were from WestPo. As the oth-
er 11 participants were quickly taken
down,the two Wolverines were about
to make a clean getaway through the
treacherous arena, until they were cor-
nered by a roving pack of P.E. teachers.
Thinking quickly, the victor tripped
her teammate, leaving him behind to
be scooped up by the volleyball nets
the gym teachers were using to ensnare
them, enabling her to race across the
finish line... and to victory! That was a
Games moment no one will ever forget!

Hopes are high for this year's Games:
teachers will be rooting for teachers,
students for the students -- it should
prove to be quite the event! There is a
bumper crop of new deliquents, and
some seriously angry faculty to chase
them -- see you at the Fairfax Games!

New changes for the SAT are on the way

College Board is now requiring prep classes for high school underclassmen

Fiona Penn
Focus Editor

As the 2013-2014 school year comes
to an end, the College Board has begun
to make changes to the requirements
of taking SATs. In addition to purchas-
ing the SAT prep book, freshman and
sophomore students now are now re-
quired to take a prep class as a part of
their full-year curriculum which will
be added as an eighth period for the
2014-2015 school year. This will also
involve an extension of the school from
2:05pm to 3:30pm.

The College Board has chosen to add
this required course to attempt to im-
prove test scores and give everyone a
fair chance at taking this test, regard-
less of socioeconomic factors. Both the
standard and advanced diploma will
also require this class staring for the

graduating class of 2017.

For the first semester, students en-
rolled in the course will focus on the
verbal, or written, sections of the SATs.

excel in Algebra, Geometry, Algebra
2, pre-calculus, and calculus -- all at
the same time. In addition, they will
be required to solve problems using

They will be re- long division,
quired to study fractions, and
and  memorize The Col]ege Board has decimals without
100 SAT related . . the help of a cal-
vocabulary words chosen .tO add this requl.red culator. Students
each night. During COUISE 1N an attempt to Im-  will be tested on
each class period prove test scores each subject at the

there will be a quiz
on what was previ-

end of every week
and must pass the

ously learned the
class before, and consequences of fail-
ing will include being given a timeout
and a $10 fine for each failed quiz. Stu-
dents unable to pay the fines could be
subject to corporal punishment.

For the second semester, students will
be solely focused on the math portion
of the SATs. They will be required to

mass section with
at least a B or above. Retakes will not
be allowed.

The course’s grading scale will be a
modified version of the current one,
and will be implemented in September
2014. The SAT Preparation Grading
Scale is as follows: A (100-98), A- (97-
94), B+ (93-90), B (89-87), B- (86-83),

C+ (83-80), C (80-77), C- (77-74), D
(74-70), F (69-0). These changes to the
grading scale were approved by the
state and will be implemented in ev-
ery school. They must meet all these
requirements and pass the class during
freshman and sophomore year. There
will be no retaking the class or a sum-
mer school program to make up for the
failing grades. Students will have one
chance and one chance only to pass, or
else they will not be allowed to gradu-
ate. Ever.

These changes were revised and ap-
proved of by area school boards, with
the strong endorsement of parents as
well. State governments and colleges
are wholeheartedly backing the chang-
es, believing that it will improve tes
scores overall, and maybe even have
some educational benefit as well.









Ol

While historians at the Metropolitan Museum

of Art examined some iconic photographs and
paintings, they noticed something peculiar:
the same two men appeared in many of the
images. The men were identified as teachers
here at West Potomac, Mr. Rezendes and Mr.
Olivo. After some guestioning, they admitted
to having traveled back in time repeatedly,
just to be a part of many historical events.
The Met has created a gallery just for these
photos, now made even more infamous by
Rezendes and Olivo.
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“The past |
over-rated.
No good
coffee.”

-Mr. Rezendes

Rezendes gives Martin Luther King Jr some moral support
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west Potomac art teacher

Ray Rhatican
Reporter

Longtime West Potomac art teacher
Adam Sanchez has always been known
as a shady fellow, building a reputation
of peculiar behavior. From his pro-
found love for wall-mounted singing
fish to his insistence on picking New
Mexico to win the NCAA Tournament
every year, “Steezy Sancheezy” has
made himself a blip on the radar of ev-
ery sane member of the West Potomac
community. But now it is possible that
the Avicii-hating DJ has gone too far.

Reports have swirled for months that
criminal activity has been taking place

in his fifth period ceramics class, and
recent accounts from students have
given these rumors legitimacy. The sto-
ries confirm the notion of a dark slav-
ery ring within the walls of Springbank.
While students were initially excited to
“get an easy ‘A and make some pots,”
the harsh reality quickly set in. Long
hours and .cruel working conditions
greeted the students entering the dark,
damp room. Mothers noticed that their
children weren’t bringing home any of
their work.

That’s because their work was no
longer in West Potomac. Whered it all
go? “Tijuana,” said junior sculpture
“student” Luke Pinney. “I've seen the
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I'ins massive slavery ring

transactions,” said Pinney “he sells our
work in bulk in exchange for things he
needs. Usually goats. He only drinks
goat milk. I've also seen him trade 20
vases for a truck of bees. I didn’t even
know you could buy a truck of bees.
What on earth is Sanchez going to do
with a truck filled with bees. Actually, I
don’t want to know. Nothing good can
come from a truck of bees. Good Lord.”

When asked to comment, Mr San-
chez said, “First of all, you've gotta do
what you've gotta do. Secondly;” he
continued “New Mexico is winning it
all. Youd be a fool to think otherwise.
Don't stand here and pretend you don't
know that. And lastly, when my perfect

bracket wins me a billion dollars, 'm
not bringing you treasure hunting”
School and county administration
declined to comment officially, say-
ing only investigations are “ongoing”
An unnamed newly appointed su-
perintendent added, “There’s some-
thing fundamentally wrong with a
man that legitimately thinks that New
Mexico will win the tournament”
“What he chooses to do with his ce-
ramics class,” she added, “is his prerog-
ative. But we will not sit here and allow
a teacher so unstable that they believe
the Lobos of New Mexico will make it
out of the round of 32. That isn’t a very
safe environment for our students”

ba00 JUMP STREET

Baby-faced agents fool everyone in an undercover narcotics operation, 6500 Quangy

Lilly Lane
Reporter

Patrick Dew and Xavier Jones, also
known as Matthews and Collins, have
worked for four years on uncovering
West Potomac’s increased drug sales and
use within the school. They acted like
any other high school student by joining
school activities, going to football games,
and making friends within the West Po-
tomac population. They even did home-
work.

“I thought I was done with homework;”
says Dew. “And there I was sitting at a
desk taking notes and struggling with
calculus” Calculus was not the only
thing that these agents struggled with.
“My first few weeks teachers would call
Xavier' and someone would have to
nudge me to remind me that my name
had been called. Luckily everyone just
thought I was distracted,” Jones confides.
Dew and Jones had to learn to adapt to
the high school lifestyle. Learning what

was considered ‘cool’ compared the fads
that were around when they were in high
school, was a challenge for them. “ My
first day undercover I thought I was be-
ing super cool and fitting in when I took
out my Justin Bieber notebook to take

notes in. That night I had to run to Office &

Depot and get a plain black notebook,”
Jones laughs. Keeping up with the pop
culture references and what is trendy was
the first step in reliving high school hell.
The next step for these officers was stay-
ing undercover. During lunches they
would go off campus for “lunch” and re-

ally give reports of their findings to their &

superiors. “One time the security team
tried to expel us because we were leaving
campus so much;” Dew sighs. “We had
to call the captain to get us cleared, but
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it worked out in the end because now we Patrick Dew and Xavier Jones have been working with the specialty division
didr’t have to worry about getting caught 6500 Jump Street undercover as high school students for the past four years,

by the school officials” It was a close call

completed their task with flying colors.

for Dew and Jones but in the end they _

working to uncover the source of West Potomac's increasing drug sales.




