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Student selected for The U.S. Army Bowl Marching Band

Senior Allie Woodbury was chosen to represent West Potomac at The U.S. Army All-American Bowl for marchzng band

John Shoup
Reporter

The U.S. Army All-American Bowl,
hosted in San Antonio, Tex., is a na-
tional football competition where
players from high schools across the
nation are selected to be on the op-
posing teams. Along with the players,
high school marching band performers
are also selected for the bands that will
perform at the Bowl. This year, senior
Allie Woodbury was chosen by the U.S.
Army to represent West Potomac, the
first time in the school’s history to have
one of its students attend.

The selection’ process is put together
by the National Association for Mu-
sic Education. To audition, each band
student must be nominated by their
school’s band director and submit an
online form of their resumé with multi-
ple videos that showcase the nominee’s
performing abilities.

" Woodbury has been playing the
trumpet for eight years.She says hard
work and dedication has brought her
to this moment in her life. When asked
about her achievement, Woodbury said

she was “inspired by anyone who has
pushed themselves to get where they

want. I've had so much doubt in my life -

and seeing others do well pushes me
to do well. My private teachers, music
teachers and family have all helped me
and provided amazing support for all
of this as well. I am beyond grateful” .

Woodbury was honored to be given
the opportunity, yet alone the chance
to audition. After finding out that she
was selected over musicians across the
entire country, Woodbury was' over-
whelmed with joy.

“I was doubted by so many people and
so when I found out that I had been se-
lected out of other musicians across the
entire country I was consumed with
happiness,” added Woodbury.

Of course, participating in an event
such as this can be a merve-wrack-
ing experience. “All 125 of [the band
members] communicate on a Face-
book group,” noted Woodbury, “and
my section has it's own group as well,
so we've all started getting to know each
other. As well as the people in charge
know what to do for preparation so it
helps very much with the nerves;”

Music has always had a significant role
in Woodburys life, and she hopes to
continue with it. “I want to be a Music
Therapist and help others in their lives
through music. If I can’t do that then I'd
want to go into music education.”

Woodbury hopes to attend James

Allie Woodbury recevied the honor of beihg chosen as West Potmac’s represen-
tative at The U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

Photo: usarmyallamericanbowl.com

Madison University for their music
program. Music has and will always af-
fect Woodbury, and her dedication and
talent has definitely paid off.

The annual U.S. Army All American
Bowl will be held at the Alamodome in
San Antonio, Texas on Jan. 4, 2014.

Extracurriculars: What colleges really want to see

Having a full resume of clubs and activities may look good on paper, but is it really what colleges are looking for in applicants?

Taylor Haas
Reporter

Like many West Potomac seniors,
Charlotte Hayes worries about getting
into college. Not just any college, but
the college. Upon visitihg Virginia Tech
last March she fell in love immediately,
enjoying little details like the friend-
ly atmosphere and the “Hokie Stone”
which covers the entire campus and
distinguishes it from the rest of Blacks-
burg.

Charlotte loved Virginia Tech so
much that when the deadline for Ear-
ly Decision applications came, she ap-*
plied solely to Virginia Tech. With only
three weeks between when Early De-
cision acceptances are mailed out and
the deadline for General Admission ap-
plications, Charlotte admitted, “Right
now all of my eggs are kind of in one
basket.”

Many students begin to feel the pres-
sure of college applications when they
enter high school. What college you at-
tend can be made out to be the most
important decision of your life, and so
as early as freshman year students be-
gin touring colleges, preparing for en-
trance exams, and thinking about what

they can put on their college applica-
tions to make themselves stand out
aside from their GPA.

The majority of colleges and uni-
versities look beyond grades and test
scores and take extracurricular activi-
ties into account when admitting stu-
dents. So in addition to taking on AP
and Honors classes, many students join

is President of the French Club and the
Tri-M Music Honor Society. She is also
a Girl Scout, the community service
representative for National Honor So-
ciety, as well as member of French Hon-
or Society, Key Club, and Social Studies
Honor Society. While it was not a huge
factor, Hayes says that the thought of
college applications’ did affect her de-

a large number of
clubs and organi-
zations to better
their applications.
“I have seen some
incredible GPAs,
incredible!”  re-
marked West Po-
tomac counselor
Dr. Gail Allison,

As early as freshman year stu-

dents begin touring colleges,

‘thinking about what they can

put on their college appli-

cations to make themselves

stand out aside from their
GPA.

cision in joining
several  clubs
and activities.

A junior who
wished to be
unnamed de-
scribed her de-
cision to join
many different
clubs, explain-

“and those stu-

dents usually have

a matching mcredlble school hfe, activ-
ity life, and so on.”

West Potomac has 10 Honor Societ-
ies, eight performing groups, and more
than 20 other clubs students can partic-
ipate in, from Mock Trial and French
Club to Teenage Republicans and
Ecology. Hayes was drum major of the
marching band for two years, attended
Governors' School for agriculture, and

ing that while
- she’s confident
in her ability to get into college, the
question is what college she will go to.
She admitted that, “Thinking about
what I can put on college applications
definitely affects my decisions... the
clubs I participate in could be the dif-
ference between myself and someone
with the same grades as me but who

only participated in two clubs, for ex-

ample”

This student participates in SGA
Spanish Club, French Club, Spanis]
Honor Society, National Honor Soci
ety, Odyssey of the Mind, Writing Cen
ter, and Young Democrats.

With so many activities, its hard t
imagine how either of them have tim
for academics or personal lives. But i
it really an asset for your academic ré
sumeé?

While it’s true that colleges look fo
well-rounded and active students, it
not always enough to simply partic
ipate in a lot of clubs. Douglas Chris
tiansen, Dean of Admission for Van
derbilt University stated in The Inside
Guide to Admissions that, “What w
like to see is how a student has change
his or her corner of the world throug
their actions, and how a student he

- grown personally through his or he

participation.”

Even if you did not participate in clut
throughout your -high school caree
or not as many as you wish you woul
have, it’s not the end of the world as f:
as your future goes. Or as Dr. Alliso
says, “there’s a college for everyboc
and most students find a path of som
sort to get where they want to go”

Want more of The Wire? Log onto thewpwire.org or scan the QR code at the top of the page to access The Wire Online!
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Pottery
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STy -STUDENT LIFE
Senior Spotlight

Carly Mulvihill
While most of us seniors are still searching for the perfect school, some are lucky enough to be done Businzss Manager
with their college search. In particular, Sara Bertfram has committed to swim for Indiana University of
Pennsylvania while Billy Lescher will be playing baseball for the University of Pennsylvania.

* What motivated you to ,chbose the school that you chose?
S$: The swim team, the location, and they have my maijor.
B: It has great academics, great coaches; and it is in a great

If you could describe what is feels like to be done with
the college search in one word, what would it be?

$: Relieved. '

B: Relief.

What are you interested in majoring in?
$: Accounting/Business
B: Political science

What part of senior year are you most excited for?
S$: Senior Prom
B: Baseball season

What part of your new school are you most looking
forward to? :

3: I'm really excited about the swim team.

B: The city of Philadelphia.

Since you are done with applications, has senioritis kicked
in at all?

S: Yes, but I'm frying to stay focused.

B: Yes, unfortunately.

Sara B. g o e Billy L.

The pros and cons of being a military brat
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