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Zach Day
Reporter

Every. year there is a particular house on
Collingwood Road that is lit up with thou-
sands of twinkling Christmas Lights, which
for much of the community, help kickoff
the Holiday season. Over the many years
a Christmas tradition of parking across the
street with hot coco on hand and watching
the twinkling lights pulse along with the
radio has become popular among families
in the neighborhood.

More often than not, cars can be seen lin-
ing up along the side of the road with peo-
ple who just want a chance to see the fabu-
lous light show. In addition to the lights,
~ the man behind the scenes, Bill Vaughan,
father of Anna Vaughan, a senior at West
Potomac, has even added his own radio
station, which plays Christmas music that
is synchronized with different light pat-
terns and sequences.

Andrew Maloney, a freshman at West Po-
tomac, says that, “My family always drives
by there whenever we come down the park-
way, and I always convince my parents for
one more song, after each song” Another
student at West Potomac, freshman Kylie

Christmas lights previously found at 1601 Collinwood road are temporarily discontinued.

McPherson says that, “We (the McPherson
family), love the lights, and enjoy seeing
them every year” Gabby Bomberg, a soph-
omore at West Potomac states that, “My
family and I have memories from driving
past the spectacular light display.” Bomb-
erg adds that, “the display was something
magical, something that not only children
could enjoy, but adults as well.

This year though, for the first time in the
twenty-one year history of the light show,
the lights on Collingwood Road will not go
up. The freshman, McPherson states that,
“I'm really mad that the lights are not going
up, because I like seeing what they do every
year” The freshman Maloney also believes
that, “it will definitely seem weird not hav-
ing them up as usual” Maloney, adds to
that statement by saying, “I don’t think it
will be big, but I think it will have some ef-
fect on the kickoff of the Holiday Season.”
Adding on to this, Bomberg feels that, “The
Collingwood home is truly extraordinary,
and my family and I are disappointed that
that the festival of lights will not continue
this Year,’ > [continued on page 3]

Bye, Bye Twinkies

Connor Phillips
Sports editor

On November 21, Hostess Brands, the
company famous for making Twinkies
and Ho-Hos, announced that it was be-
ing forced to shut down all operations. The
company had been in business since 1930,
over 72 years. ;

The Bakery, Confectionary, Tobacco
and Grain Millers Union began a strike
on November 9th, 2012. With many of the
company’s 18,500 employees being mem-
bers of this union, Hostess took a huge hit.
According to the Hostess press release, the
company lacked the funds to be able to
survive such a large labor action. The two
sides were not able to reach an agreement
in mediation, and the company was forced
to shut down. :

This is not the first time Hostess Brands

has had financial problems. In 2004, the
company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy,
meaning that the company was still operat-
ing, but was controlled by the debtors.

Hostess Brands' included many well-
known bakery brands, such as Blue Rib-
bon, Drake’s , Hostess, and Wonder Bread.
The shutdown will cause the loss of 18,500
jobs in an already struggling economy, as
well as the closure of the company’s 33
bakeries, 565 distribution centers, and 527
bakery outlet stores.
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Mr. Olivo wants to
be a millionare

Leila Fleischman
Reporter

On Wednesday, November fourteenth, West Potomac’s very own
leadership,history and government teacher, Mr. Olivo, was on the popu-
lar show, Who Wants To Be A Millionaire. He shares his story with stu-
dents and staff at West Potomac.

Olivo says, “I've watched the show for years and my brother always
thought I'd be great, so I've kept up on when auditions were. I took a
‘multiple choice test of 30 questions in New York City in July. I passed
and had an interview with a producer. Then they asked to film and in-
terview me. I got called in September and was asked to be on the show.
I thought itd be fun, make a great story and the potential money just
made it cool. Also, I always thought it would be great to show students
that knowing things could be profitable. I'm glad I was proved right.”

Mr. Olivo did very well during the show. He used no lifelines un-
til question number five, and he got the answer right and had a total
of $31,100. He didn't use another lifeline until question number nine,
where he jumped the question, meaning his record says he gets the an-
swer right, but does not receive the prize money for the question, so he
had a total of $58,100. He answered question number ten correctly, and

- moved onto round two with $68,100.

However, for the $100,00 question during the second round, he de-
cided to use his last jump the questior’ lifeline. He still had a total of
$68,100. Then came the $250,00 question. Out of lifelines and unsure of
the answer, Sal decided to not take a guess and walk away with his entire
accumulated Millionaire Bank, which had risen to $68,100. If he had
guessed incorrectly on the $250,000 question, he would have fallen back
to $25,000 in winnings. :

Olivo reflects, “A million things were going through my mind. Most of
all, two things: Have fun and don't make a fool of myself. Looking back, .
only a few questions were difficult, but when you are up there under the
lights and risking money, every question is difficult.”

Olivo has one last thing to say, “It was incredibly fun to watch the show
surrounded by West Potomac students and staff. Everyone has been in-
credibly supportive and I appreciate it very much.”

Mr. Olivo, puzzled over his one hundred thousdan dollar question, how much
Bruno Mars would weigh on Mars.

Holiday Extravaganza: A festival of one acts-
December 14 at 7:00pm and December 15 at 2:00pm

Organization and Study Skills Workshop-
December 17, 2:30-4:30 in cafeteria, sign on www.fcps.edu

West Potomac choir, community singers and

orchestra performance-
December 19 at 7:00pm $10 admittance

‘West Potomac Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale-
Carl Sandburg weekdays from 5-8, Saturdays 9-5, Sundays noon-5

Winter Break Begins-
December 21 at 2:05
















On December 21st, 2012, the world will end. Maybe. Nobody knows for sure what is going to
happen on this prophecized day, but plenty of signs point to the end of days. Today, The Wire

- will take an investigative look at armageddon.

Like many other ancient civilizations, the Mayans had creation myths and legends

were of utmost importance to their daily lives. They believed that the world we liv:
today is the last of the Gods’ four attempts to create a world, the previous three failing
Humanity was placed in the fourth world, but the age of the fourth world has an expiratic
date. In the Mayan calendar, a b’ak’tun is a measurement of time equal to about 5,125 yea
There are 13 b'ak’tuns in a world’s age, and 13 b’ak’tuns will have finally passed next Frid
Many Mayan documents have been lost over time, so it is unclear whether the end of this

will lead to another, renewed world, or to the end of ours as we

know it.

acy theerists and believers across the

et*f&n this fateful day. There is no reas-

: thr medis and disaster moy fes, thousands of penple truly believe the apocalypse is cc:mnng

much sooner than we would hope.

There are countless

scientists. These are spme of ¢



Alex Amico - Senior | /.
“| think that the worlds economies will collapse first. Governments will plunge into
anarchy, allowing a race of super intelligent but immensely incapable geese to rise to

power. This will lead to.the worlds population suffocating under Goose feces.”

Delaney McPherson - Junior

“Some say the world will end in fire. Some say in ice. From what I've tasted of desire

| hold with those who favor fire. But if it had to rerish twice,

| think | know enough of hate to say that for destruction ice is also great and would suffice.”

Jackson Kosmacki - Freshman

“A vicious horde of the undead will invade. It's gonna be a zombie apolcalypse,

=

caused by a virus like the walking dead. The whole human race is going to turn into

mindless flesh-eaters, and the world is goingto be a much scarier place.”




to the new coaches joining
the West Potomac Coaching
Staff. Dive Coach Brian Bahr,
Girls Tennis Coach Susan
McConville, and Varsity La-
crosse Coaches Geoff Hill.
Patrick Dewey, Lioyd Crouse.
and Chris Farguhar.
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POINTS SCORED BY THE BOYS BASKETBALL
TEAM IN A DOUBLE OVERTIME WIN AT HERNDO

NUMBER OF PINS FOR SENIOR JJ PEREZIN HI
FIRST. WRESTLING MATCH SINCE HAVING BRAT
SURGERY

POINTS SCORED BY KWAME CAMON IN THE
DOUBLE OVERTIME WINAGAINST HERNDON

PLACE FOR THE WEST POTOMAC GYMNASTIC

TEAM IN THEIR HOME MEET ON DECEMBER 6
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Family Cookbook

=

Try some of these tasty treats

ndc at our bake sale after school today

71 ’ ' | : g . 1 e
ancl') S;l::::; potatcz%;’_ Pee!ed f?o::b €Spoons unbleached in the main Iobby g
7 medium yellow onion, 7 teaspoon salt :
peeled and grated : /8 tsp freshly ground pep- oo e f - = .
7 egg, lightly beaten per ' dding L
7172 tablespoons canola o S chic’s Yorkshire Fu 5

Combine aj| ingredients €xcept the oil in bowl . Heat 374 4e§95 : e
tablespoon ol jn a skillet over medium-high heat - Drop 2 c. milk — L , -
3 tablespoons batter (7 per latke) into the Pan . Flatten ) ¢ flowr 0 . T
each latke with 3 nonstick spatula | Reduce the heat to ?'/Méaspoon.sa‘t el -f‘houfS-‘“aASO/ . WMW
medium-low, and cook until golden brown — 5 minutes c e ¢ rest for about 2 ¢ i w‘i’hiw PMW
each side. Transfer to a paper towel-lined plate Repeat, geat well 3“9 je heat a WW'ffW' j—'mf a fow b pninrtes;, W -
using all the hatter and the remaining oil ag needed . degree oV, ﬁ #M% 1540 20 -
Serve warm . o 2 g b .

e fo W brow ==

,,,,, baft”,mwwmg_.

? Laura’s Favonte Afmond Cake -

sonomybesten

ﬂappo[iays from the Wire Staff1!!

The Wire
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