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There is no “I” in school

Camille DiFolco & Emily Griffin
Editors-in-Chief

Earn an “A” without doing your homework. For many
parents and students, this was the message being sent by

the short-lived Incomplete Policy.
Recently, reports about West
Potomac High School have been
splashed across many major news
netwotks. New grading policies that
Principal Cliff Hatdison termed a
“paradigm shift” were the prevailing

We can’t afford to leave any kids behind, because then we

don’t make AYP and we’re in violation of federal law.”
Any students that received an “I” for the year would
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have to attend summer school, which would be held
at West Potomac. Although other high schools in the

county have adopted a “zero
zeroes” policy, including
South County and Chantilly,
West Potomac’s policies
were the “most advanced,”
according to Vice Principal
Alexander Case.

Hardison stated of the

Are honors classes
gone forever?

Leigh Orleans
Student Life Editor

“Consider this: let’s say you want to take AP Chemistry.
Would a general class in chemistry prepare you as well
as an honors class in chemistry?” asked chemistry
teacher Brian Kerns. West Potomac may face this
problem if there is a change to the course selections.

In a recent educational summit, Principal Cliff -
Hardison touched on the concept of removing honors
classes from West Potomac’s curriculum in order

topic. These also included a new
policy regarding the consequences for
cheating, There was a great deal of
confusion within the community as
to what exactly each policy stipulated.
One major issue was that many
patents and students first learned
about the policies through the media,
tather than the school.

The Incomplete Policy allowed
students additional time to -make
up “essential work” by replacing
the zero for the assignment with an
“T” for “incomplete.” By replacing
traditional letter grades with an
incomplete mark, the policy
required students to complete all
late wotk and effectively eliminated %
“F’s” from the grade book. , _ Enghsh teacher Mary

Hardison said, “Our mission is that all students [pass], Mathewson said that the Incomplete policy “addressed the

and this is also driven by what we call AYP [Adequate WIODg issue... [It] should have addressed motivation...”

to be in compliance with Fairfax County policies.
With this amendment West Potomac students would
only be allowed the oppottunity to take an Advanced
Placement (AP) course, or a General Education (GE) coutse.
Honors classes have been on the chopping block for
years now in an attempt to enroll most Students in higher
level classes, but that goal has yet to be accomplished.
“BEvety kid should have the opportunity to work

at the highest level,” remarked Assistant Principal
Alexander Case. “We have become notoriously
bad with saying who is and isnt an honors kid.”
Students are being put into categories and stay there
their entire high school career. Additionally, students
who normally take the GE class would not consider the
challenge of taking a higher level course such as an AP.
Putting students into categories based off of their academic
level is called ‘tracking’ This issue has become apparent over
the years by examining who enrolls in honors courses, and
eliminating those classes would also eliminate the students’
choice as to which level coutse they would like to take.
Hardison discussed howif the honors level course is removed

policy, “We have two goals
that are reflective of school
boatd goals. The first goal
is to increase the rigot and
decrease the achievement
gap. The second goal is to
enhance what I would call
‘student resiliency’.”
Although the policy’s
goals were sound, many
teachers and parents felt
that the policy was neither
well implemented nor well
; communicated. Furthermore,
Photo Courtesy of chinaenvironmentallaw.com  there was concern over the
Students received first quarter report cards message that the policy
with “I's” rather than “F’s.”
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was sending to students.

Yeatly Progress, a part of the No Child Left Behind Act]. Continued on page 3 and students were only given the opportunity to take a GE class,
there would be a more diverse gtoup of kids in each classroom.
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West Potomac students get political |5z zu o e o voor cowses s
g p eliminate division and encourage all students to excel
Caitlin Schroeder The majotity of the | and ‘achieve the 0.5 boost to their grade point average.
Bobiiter student body agrees Studies show that if a student is put into a higher level
F that West Potomac class, they will typically rise to the occasion and continue

doing well in that class. Unfortunately, many students feel
defined as a ‘non-honors kid’ because of the tracked system,
and don’t bother enrolling in a more challenging course.

is fat more liberally
than consetvatively
oriented. Sophomore

Everyone is familiar with
- the elephant and the donkey,
but what happens when they

infiltrate a supposedly neutral Jack Wilson, who But the grade is not the incentive. “We want to help [the
Schiocl S envitonimen: S Enter participated in students] with more than memorizing facts and forgetting
President Obama’s them after the test,” stated Hardison. The ultimate goal is to

the Young Democrats and
Teenage Republicans clubs,

“help students become intrinsic learners” and strive to do well
because they want to learn. Kids who are willing and wanting to
learn are mote inclined to do better in school and later onin life.

Despite the incentives for this change, and despite the
fact that this is a Faitfax County mandate, there is ‘still
opposition among the students and parents of West
Potomac. “Overall, I think it’s 2 bad idea,” reported junior
Todd Ferri“Students may be intimidated -by the work
load and heavy requirements of AP courses, so they may
resort to taking the regular version of the class, whereas
before they might have chosen to take the Honors class.
It eliminates the middle ground and doesn’t allow students
as much flexibility and balance in choosing their classes.”

local campaign, said,
“West Potomac treads
liberally because of

: the student body. Any
location with youth will be liberal.”
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two of over fifty clubs and Many students at West Potomac are getting involved
activities available to West with |ocal and_national politics.
Potomac students.

However, there are no West Potomac clubs that
cater to moderates, libertarians, independents, or other The Teenage Republicans and Young Derpocrats clubs
political parties that occupy the middle ground between are staples in student body politics. Dobson stated that
conservatives and liberals. William Dobson, math teacher  the objective of the Teenage Republicans club is “to
and ten year sponsor of the Teenage Republicans club promote candidates who believe in limited government,
explained, “Politics are polarized wherever you go, not strict interpretation of the Constitution, and to help elect
just at West Potomac.” He feels that West Potomac leans candidates who shate these beliefs.” While president and
to the left (that is, liberal) side of the political spectrum. senior Will Rice stated that his attraction to Republicanism

Continned on page 3
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Can you solve this month’s
holiday themed word
search?

out what studeﬁts‘_ " Check out the review of the
’ fall play A | new film “Harry Potter and

s Dream.” the Deathly Hallows.”
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WHAT COLLEGES DO YOU PILAN ON GOING TO?
| plan on going to one of the following: Radford, Longwood, I've gotten into V.T, but I have also applied to four other
or VCU. : schools.

z IF YOU TOOK A CROSS COUNTRY TRIP, WHAT PLACES WOULD YOU STOP AT? :
Chicago, California, andl Texas Seattle, Yellowstone Park, the Grand Canyon or Chicago

WHAT IS THE MOST EMBARRASSING THING THAT HAPPENED TO YOU DURING HIGH SCHOOL?

Sophomore and junior year] Straightened my hair, One time I had a really hot sub and everyone in class was talking. He told us to

| thought it looked good but now | think it looks be quiet b:l: ev§fyone was still m, I told them, “Stop talking! He is trying to
wretched. | guess that's kinda embarrassing. @alk to me!” He just stared at me like uh...... and got angry after that.

WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR FREE TIME?

Write music, listen to music;
and chill (and play video

More things than you can

games but | don't want to imagine!
look like a nerd)
....... Top 5 Most r
WHAT JOB DO YOU WANT TO HAVE? S Mor Played |

ENGINEERING!

Something with music

IF YOU WERE EVER SENT TO JAIL, WHAT
CRIME WOULD YOU HAVE COMMITTED?

Well I have three...
1.Passionate murder of
Probably for stealing Emily Smith!
2 Kidnapping a hot pro-
fessional soccer player.
- 3.Killing Shawn White
despite Alex Marinello.

JusSt for Fun!
West Pohqo

Sami Kadonoff
Reporter

Upon entering West Potomac, one might feel a culture shock. This dlctlon—
ary is to help those who may be less informed.

AVA- (n) Acronym that is used to refer to Alexandria, Virginia.
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CRUSTY-(adj) disgusting; repulsive; used to describe someone that more or less repulses DI AR T [P e o R VRS (R e e R T -
others with both their appearance and actions. : 7S T R AT R SO D @ R
L NG E RSB R CE A SR N 2 R
GIX-(n) 1: a persgn who has partially committed th_emselve.s to another by n?eans of fre- T Wi B0 L0 N B B NCam sy et
qyent texting, calling, or han'gln-g out, without ofﬁCIaI labeling such as boyfriend or girl- X NCESMEOW 0 N S N e N
friend. 2. (v) the act of engagm}g in the aforementioned Eo N Tt S R P - R bbE
' £ ) 1 Y oG B ER A0S L G RS N I RS e
HYPE- 1.(v) to over exaggerate as if to create an overly positive or negative reaction. - ;
i.e.“Don’t hype it, it's not a big deal.” Also used to express excitement, as in, “I';m so hyped £ R R Mt SR s LB
for your party” 2. (n) used when talking about something, usually an event, that has been Railiiden B R s ek =80 Ii L6 qd B2
overly talked about. i.e “Wow, that concert was not even that good, that was some hype” R e L A RS I R
TN s N RN - L = N S8 e Y B o F
HYPE-SQUAD- a group of students, primarily seniors who can be seen at nearly every o SR R S | B el N R S S A
football game sporting neon yellow shirts and vuvuzelas, and are always loud enough to IR R sy Al S ¢ Rl S I A el e S
trump any other cheers omitted by the other team.
ANGELS BREAK CANDLES
ROLL-(v) 1.to leave; i.e.“time to roll” 2. to be kicked out; i.e.“roll means roll” or“yeah, you EGGNOG GINGERBREAD' JOLLY
guys got toroll LIGHTS PRESENTS SHOPPING

SNOWFLAKES SNOWMEN
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i SCOOP- to pick up usually by car; i.e.”I'll come scoop you so we can go out to lunch”
|
|



