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wsipg Tais Religion Ruptures ROTC
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¢ ERAGESY The JROTC in our school displays the Two Muslims girls, sophomores Munaand  caused quite a stir among the other cadets.
dark green uniform that all members must  Yasmeen Telsem, were part of the JROTC  Senior Reza Eftekhar said, “Two gils that
wear. The point is to create a consistent  class, but have left the class as a result of this  were asked to choose to sy and aot o wear
the hijab or to change theie class,
chose o change ther class because
the religion was more important 1o
them than the JROTC class. That is
understandable even though they
liked the class very much™
Sergeant Denmis Tucker, an
instructor in the program, said,
“Based on army fegulation
670-1, you cannot wear a - scacf
with the uniform. It wasn't the
instructoss’ rules, it was the army
standards” While the leadership
in the JROTC program mav have
been simply following regulanons,
many students sull believe thar the
decision was unfar. “1 believe that
this rule must change in the military,
because this s a free country and
people must be allowed to do what
they want,” said Eftekdar
Mung and Yasmeen are fighting
to change the role. “After we had
a meeting with the teachers and
counselors, they still wouldn'e let
us join under the circumstances,
even when my mom came in for o
conference. Now, we are taking it t
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scarves while marching in their JROTC  they told me I couldn't,” said Yasmeen,

This action by the JROTC program has

by Exan Dobbs

suomeen Telvem, discusses classwork with Suswana Kuffonr, wears bee Jigab all day oiring school tilwere he "' e headiwar” T
ix bent for religions toerposes, This leniency przsled the Yelsemn sivters wben di did aoz appiy o their [ROTC s
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appearance of uniformity. That means no
hats, no ostentatious jewelry, or anything
that could set you apart from everyone clse.

ruling. The gitls decided that religion was
mote impoztant to them than thew JROTC
conformity. “1 ok it very personal becsuse

the rop military officials that work with the
JROTC to see whar they are going to do,”
sarcd Yasmeen.

Recently, two Muskim girls were told that
they could not wear their religious head

Students Live to Give

Jeff Snyder

people av uther schools wore 8 scarf when
participatng in the JROTC program, and

iNws Fudrtor

In the spirit of the season, many clubs and people at
this school have been trying to spread holiday service
to those who are less fortunate.

National Honor Sociery members are yolunteenng
for the “Little Lights Urban Ministries” program mn
Washington D.C. Organized by seaior vice president,
Joy Yoo, members are working with underprivileged,
inner-city kids to provide the youths with fun and
¢ntertainment. They will attend their Christmas party
on Saturday, December 18, Some members who ace
unable to attend to this party will be donating gifts 1o
these children to provideé a pleasant holiday experience

The West Potomac Booster Club organized athletes
from all sports as well as its own members to sell
Christmas trees st Carl Sandburg Middle School. Each
sport helped from 5 1o 8 pm. from November 26
to December 16. This was the Washingron Athletic
Booster Committee’s (WABC) largest fundraiser and
all proceeds are going directly to the Studenr Activities
Budget to buy requested items and equipment for each
sport, such as new gloves for the lacrosse team.

The Key Club is participating in “Kits for Kids” to assist the
children hiving at the Carpenter’s Shelter, “Kits for Kids™ is a
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"t Podomxw: vindents Mm‘m in 892 pownds of canued ,'uod’ lor mv.!) /m/.'u in Noseraber for
Thanksgivine.
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donation event in which people in the community give toys, winter
clothing, and totletnies to needy people.

Sew Hoduday Sermice, p. 7



O PINIONS

A Bright Future for Democrats
Dear Editor,

You can put lipstick on a pig, but it’s still a pig. Although
Drew Macklin professes humility in his election post-mortem
(Gruing Up What Hes Earned?), his opinion is actally only
thinly disguised arrogant gloating,

The “majority of Americans” do not side with the
Republican’s views: only 40 percent of Americans actually
voted. Yet much of the media picked up on the Republican
mandate line where no mandate for an ambitious domestic

agenda existed.
i The Republican campaign was waged around two issues: fear
and character assassination. Bush’s re-clection rested on the
relentless drumbeat of the war on terror. The Republicans
had a miserable domestic agenda giving them no choice but to
lead with the ferror card, Kerry slam-dunked Bush in all three
debates because Bush is out of step with the public on all the
i domestic issucs he is now espousing and promoting

Weapped in the flag of 9/11, the GOP strategy gave them a
narrow win. Even so, this win does not equate with a mandate,
We had no cleat idea of the programs Republicans wanted w
present because they had defined few specific proposals and
plans. Instead Bush built his campaign around negatives: anti-
. choice, anti-gay, and tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans,

It is beyond baffling that Ameficans voted rich as they
live increasingly poor. As their safety net is shredded,
healthcare needs ignored, environment degraded, and the
deficit skyrockets, Americans have voted against their own
interests and the realities of their lives. Corporanons are
protected while Joe Six-pack is left to decide between food and
medicine for his family. In the face of these hatsh realities, it
is inconceivable that 60 million Americans fell for the issucs
of pseudo-morality at home and American hegemony in the
world. ,

Nevertheless, we Democrats won a decisive victory in
Fairfax County and we even managed to take West Potomac’s
Belle Haven precinct by a significant number of vates for the
first ame in decades. Our local Democratic candidate for
Congress will return to the hovse next session. Twenty-two
young Democrats volunteered at the polls on November 2,
and many more partcipated in the largest literature drop in
Virginia history. This awesome murnout represents the passion
for progressive change that is building in the next generation
of voters.

We are not whining, we are thinking and planning our
" ultimate win, We, and all Amercans, have the future on our
side. God Bless.

Alex Arnold; senior

. Where’s the Honor in NHS?

‘ 1 was recently inducted into NHS, and was listening o the
. speaker talk about what an honoy it was, and how if af/students
weré like these students the world would be a better place. She
continued on about how members in NHS are a responsible,
& caring, respectful, group of kids who not only maintain a
& superb GPA, but also do many hours of community sesvice.

Rants and Raves

A Rave for the TV Production
crew for making the morning
news polished and enjoyable.
I just can’t figure out where
that fireplace came from.

A Rant for the new policy of
Saturday School as a punish-
ment for three tardies. We
know we have to get to class;
this seems like overkill,

A Rave for the return of
Coach Bowerman and Coach
Beeby to the Indoor Track
Team. Their knowledge and
coaching prowess will surely
save the day,

A Rant for the tiny Holiday
Break we have this year. Se-
riously folks, think of the
children!

A Rant for the people who
feel compelled to throw food
during lunch. Acting imma-
ture went out of style in eigth
grade.

A Rave for the approach of
the Holiday Season. How can
you be anything but excited for
the advent of good presents,
good food, and a chance at
good sleepl

Resolutions We Can Live With

With the holidays upon us, many people are focused on how to get through this joyous but
extremely busy ime. With so much to do, it’s easy to get caught up in the moment and stress
out over things like how much scotch tape is left or whether or not the ham is too salty, In
the rush, our plans and goals for the upcoming year are placed on the back burner, at least
until December 29% or so.

This year, the Pire is offesing some general goals that all students should try to meet in
every day. Here are some of the most important resolutions a teenager can make,
1. Get some sleep. Marathon snooze sessions on Saturdays can only do so much. We can
aever totally make up for lost sleep, so it’s important to make an ¢ffort to go to bed earlier
every night. .
2. Get involved. Its time we all got over that laundry list of extracurriculars that we
participate in, and time to really devote some actual energy to making a difference and
making constructive changes within those activities,
3. Be nice to parents. Our parents pur an incredible amount of time and energy into
bringing us up the right way. Although we may fecl at ames that our parents are a bit
unreasonable, the bottom line 15 that they're just doing what they think is best for us. So we
should all take the time to thank our parents for what they do.
4. Take a risk. Don't do anything stupid, like coming to school naked or attempting to
infiltrate the school's administration. But a little healthy risk-taking every now and then can
be very rewarding, Try talking to someone that you've never spoken to before, or try to get
the phone number of that person you've had your eye on for awhile. There’s no better way
to boost self-esteem than trying something new:
5, Stand up for what you believe in. It may be a political opinion or something such as the
right to leave campus during lunch, but whatever you feel passionate about, make sure others
hear you and know your opinion and the reasons behind it
6. Last but not least, relax. Life is meant to be taken seriously, but when we take things too
seriously and don’t give oursclves time to relax, we are setting ourselves up for hreakdown.
It would be wonderful to get into every college we apply to, but it would not be wonderful to
be burned out on cducation and other activities before we even get there.

1 was feeling guilty that 1 wasn't meeting all these

§ requirements, but as I looked around, T realized that quite a

handful of the students in the room were just as unqualified if
not less qualificd than T was. As I contnued to look at those

| being inducted, and those that were already members, T became
¢ discouraged.

Now don’t get me wrong, I love many members of NHS and
many have worked hard and deserve to be in it, but there arc

. ;.» ¢ justas many who don’t. A couple seats behind me stdents are
& talking about how this “piece of *#**” needs to end so they can

i 20 smoke cancer sticks with Johnny Killmyself, while to my left

I hear about how much fun it was last night when everyone got
drunk and peed on the dog, all the while the speaker continues
to praise this “glorious™ group of students,

I realized that to many, including myself, NHS is just
something to slap on your college application. Students in

¢ NHS aren't any better than those who are not, so why do we

deserve some special award. Many of us cheat. I'm not asking
everyone to become perfect, but we’te in an “honor society,”

i shouldn’t we stast acting like it. There are so many students

that are more generous more caring, and may even have a
higher GPA, but aren’t in honor society. Why? 1 don’t know
Maybe, it’s because they were honest on their application.
. Sure you're a member of the math club, how many meetings
have you attended? “Sally Hapterson... yeah that’s the name
+ of the woman I worked.. um.. seven.. . hours for... <fakes

| signature>...”

For those that are in Honor Society we need to start acting

¥ like it, and for those thar deserve to be but aren’t, I'm sorry

you were punished for being honest and I commend you for

| continuing to be 4 great person and not needing récognition

¢ for whar you do, that’s true community service.
Jessica Rexroat; senior

we've always wanted to see within outselves,

Hopefully, this will be the year that we all actually ger around to making those changes

Corrections

- 1n the Focus section, Partha Gupta was mncorrectly identified as Partha Gupta. The picture labeled with his name is
of Daniel Dehaza, and Dehaza’s picrase is of Gupra,

- In the “Water, Water Everywhere” stogy, the lase sentence should read “...fire alarm disrupt...”

- In “A Pew Good Wolvednes,” the sentence should read “he did not wish to go to college 4t the time...”

- “American Athletes Gettin§ Into Trouble™ was incotrectly ceedited 10 Alex Keckeisen; it was written by Joy Yoo,
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Doing Something Different

Drew Macklin
Opinions Edstor

School can be so boting. We wake up daily
atan ungodly hour, travel to schoolina daze,
trudge from class to class with melancholy
wrtten on our faces, and reluctantly. open
our minds to knowledge that seems uttesly
useless, Truly, the monotony is strong
enough to kill. And to what end? Why,
the nature of our primary pursaits in and
around school are nothing but self-serving:
We desire only to succeed academically, get
into a good college, and feel good about
ourselves doing it. Certainly we live for
those precious weekends when our inside
selves are unearthed, but the fve days in
between usually feel like hell. If only there
was something worth doing on the campus
of West Potomac High School!

Ah, but there is, As the great Max Fischer
said in the classic movie Rashwore, “All you
have to do is find out what you love and do it
for the rest of your life. For me, that's going
to Rushmore,” And so, Max proceeded to
found or patticipate in school clubs ranging
from the Rushmore Beekeepers to the
Rushmore Amateur Flyers. His pursuits can
be our inspiration.

After all, what glorious unknown
possibilities can be explored inside those
humble organizatons! At last, we are given
an outlet to release the creative energy that
seems sometimes stufled in the constraints
of the classroom. A passion for anything
from community service to German can
be fed and expanded — and this is not only
allowed, it is encouraged.

Yet...this recourse is abused, becoming
just another tool in the quest for a boght
future. The fantastic, carefree extracurricular
environment becomes tainted with a
lackadaisical apathy, and students who are
filled to the brim with creative and passionate
energy become unenthusiastic and resigned.
The club is destined to be just one more line
on an applicadon.

Who will stem the tide of stodginess?
Who will fight the feeling of duty that
pervades the halls of the Wolverines? Who
will grapple with the grandiose, overbearing
sentiment of hopelessness? 1 will  Yes,
T'will. - The burden of this bartle for the
future of the extracurricular club will rese
squately on the shoulders of myself and
those few who have banked their futures on
ItS SUCCEss.

In fact, the battle has already begun.
Witness the West Potomac Jenga Club,
the brainchild of seniors Paul Cambon,
Kevin Ebberts, Stuart Trouton, and me
The concept is revolutionary: a school
club, dedicated solely to the pursuit of an
enjoyable activity. Itis Jenga, and just Jenga.
No apathy, no hopelessness, only a way to
while away the time in,

Deep within this mind lie the next stages
in the war — grand batte plans which
will restore enthusiasm in the minds of
students everywhere, After all, give yourself
something to look forward to at the end of
a long day, and the day flies by in a blur
Discover something to pour encrgy and time
into, and tediscoyer a réason to roll out of
bed on a cold, dark winter morning,

What are these magnificent strategies?

Here’s one: the West Potomac Lawn Sports
Society, This one is only awaiting the
advent of warmer weather for it to gather
its wings and take off. Picture it in your
mind: a warm, sunny day in Apsl, May
or June. The freedom of summer seems

close enough to taste, yet too far to wuch.
And out on a green, grassy field, countless
stadents enjoying those ancient aristocratic
delights — lawn sports, Croquet, Badminton,
Horseshoes, Bocee Ball — these pleasandy

by Houseon Mu:fhy
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evenings and sunny days on the beach,
picnics and Jate afternoon barbecues. They
are something to devote ume to,

The possibilities are endless - Backgammon,
Cribbage, Risk, or Monopoly. A club
devoted exclusively to protest, any protest,
and one to tea-drinking intellectualism,
Want to do something different? Join a
club, Have a great idea? Saunter on into
Student Activites in Gunston and find out
how to make that a reality. Just be willing
passionately fight for that right to enjoy four
years of high school.

Bush, the Leader of the Blind?

of the Nadonai Guard. But
the images spit out by this

Jason Yaworske

Wire Reparter

powesful

and the 9/11

political  machine

commission
proved that Bush was given
proper, specific briefings from

countless atrocities against the

Iragi people. Idealistically, I
wish we could go around the

PINIONS

I, Iike many, was very
disappointed,  though  not
shocked, at the results of the
election on November 2%
Correct me if 'm wrong, but
it seems to me that, once you
get past all of the politics, the
founding fathers imagined that
a president would only get
reelected if he did a good job
in his first erm. Throw out
everything else, and this scems
like a reasonable statetnent,
right? Not according to over
60 million Americans, who went
out and voted for George W
Bush on Election Day, awarding
him four more years as our
president. To me it seems like
many Bush supporters have been
drawn away from what mattets,
and have been caught up in the
images and portrayals of the two
candidates. Bush is the strong,
resolute, moral leader; a “real
Amencan’” who keeps us all
safe from the dangerous terrors
that sureound us. Kerry is the
stone-faced liberal who can’t
malke up his mind, is unpatriotic,
and would make our countxy
vulnerable to countless foreign
horrors, Where do these images
come from, T ask, since they are
obviously not rooted mn facts?

The Republican political
machine is an incredible thing
Bush is a former high school
cheerleader, Yale and Harvard
alum, and a suspect member

haye convinced Americans that
Bush is a hatdcore, gun-slinging
cowboy, A working class,
cveryday Amedcan who loves
NASCAR and country music, s¢
vote for him!

Republicans - successfully
convinced our councry that if
Kerry was elected, we wouldn’t
be safe from terrorist artacks.
This is nothing more than
a scare tactic. What makes
Bush so great in this category
anyways?  People seem to
forget that the most devastating

y Hoaston Murphy
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terrotist attack 0 our country’s
history happened under Bush.
Some say he was only in office
for a short period of dme and
there was nothing he could
have done abour 9/11. Our
Commander-in-Chief ~ should
ultimately be held responsible
for everything that happens to
out country, and it is rdiculous
to give him 2 “grace period”
after he comes into office. Bush
was in office for nine months
at the tme of the World Trade
Center and Pentagon attacks,

the Clinton administration of
Al Qaeda’s seriousness-in plans
to vse commercial airliners as
bombs.

Bush hasn't even been able
to capture Osama Bin Laden,
and he diverts blame for this
pathetic incompetence. A big
reason for us not having found
Osama is that we switched focus
as soon as we started making
progress. We switched focus
from Afghanistan and Osama
to Iraq and Saddam. Iraq is a
diversion from the war on terror
just as Vietnam was a diversion
to the Cold War. We went
after Saddam because he was a
threat to attack our country with
weapons of mass destruction,
right? That was proven wrong,
so Bush changed the reason to
terrotism.  Sorry, that docsa't
work cither. Nowhere has it
been proven thar Irag holds
any more terrorists than other
countrics, and sarely it doesn’t
harbor more terronsts than
Saudi Arabia or Pakistan. So
why did we choose Traq? I'm
no conspiracy theorist; [ have
enough faith in my countey o
belicve that even George W
Bush woulda’t sead thousands
of American men to die for the
sake of oil, but why then?

Let me just say this: Saddam
Hussein was a  terrible,
oppressive  dictator, and with
the help of his sons, committed

world doing what is nght, but
sometimes it is just unfeasible.
Bush Sr  didn't overthrow
Saddam Hussein because he
kaew one thing that Bush dida’c.
Once you go Into a country
and destroy their government,
water supply, and pretty much
everything else vital to their way
of life, it is difficult, and almost
umpossible to fix it With our
struggling economy, we should
not have atrempted this.

So what now with Irag? With
no weapons of mass destruction,
no link between Saddam and
Osama, and no feasible plan for
the withdeawal of our toops,
its really 4 no-win situaton.
On one hand, 1 feel we have a
responsibility to the people of
Iraq to fix the mess we have
created, but on the other hand
T'm not sure we can fix it, and
therefore staying in Imq is just
a waste of our time, resources,
money, and mote importantly
the lives of our soldiers. Bush
asks us to go along on faith. But
both blind faith and patriousm
are very dangerous things. We
should instead be reasonable,
look at the facts, and not listen
to our leader’s bascless rhetotic
to support his mistakes. Bush is
great at making you feel like if
you don't follow him, you don’t
have faith or patriotism, and
Americans should not be made
to feel that way,
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Jason Yaworske

Wire Reporver

Spozts heroes are hard 1o come by today. It seems as though
the top athletes i cach sport keep getting mnto rouble. Ron
Artest and Kobe Bryant of the NBA have had their issues,
and evidence of steroid use is stacking up against Barry
Bonds, Major League Baseball’s MVP for the 2004 season.
Can anybody still be at the top of their game while retaining a
respectable repuration? I think so, and one great example of
someone who I still consider a sports hero is Brett Favre.

Favre is to football what Cal Ripken Jr. was to baseball
Recendy against the St. Louis Rams on Monday Night
Football, Fayre started in his 200" consecutive NFL game,
This streak has spanned thirteenth years, which is almost as
long 4s Ripken’s record-breaking streak of 2,632 consecutive
games, which lasted sixteen years.

Yet Favre has not received as much attention as Ripken did.
For an NFL guarterback to start that many games consecutively
is unprecedented. Week after week, NFL quarterbacks have to
stand in the pocket and make throws, completely vulnerable to
vicious hits from 300-pound linemen.

In fact; Favre has been on the NFL’ injured list for 41
of the 200 games he has started during his streak. Last year,
Favre played the last nine games of the season with a broken
thumb on his throwing hand, all the while accumulating a
league high in touchdown passes, This vear alope he has
withstood 2 concussion, a bruised hamstring, & sprained sght
throwing hand and a sprained right thumb. Let me try to
put his streak into pesspective: During the thirteen years the
streak has spanned, 178 different quarterbacks have started
for the other 31 NFL teams. As Redskins fans are well aware
of, the Redskins have had sixteen different quarterbacks

Few and Favre Between

during this time. Despite all of these things, Favre has
never complained. In the last eleven months, Favre lost
his fathet to a heart attack and his brother-in-law in an
ATV accdent. His wife was diagnosed with breast cancet
aweek later. When the Packers started the season 1-4, you
did not hear Favre make excuses. All he did was go about

During the thirteen years [Favre’s]
streak has spanned, 178 quarter-
backs have started for the other 31
NFL teams.

his business, leading his team to six straight wins, putting
the Packers (7-5) back in the playoff race.

Of course, Favre has had his problems. Throughout
the first half of his career he battled addictions to alcohol
and pain killers. He was known as a guy who would never
shy away from a goad ume, and considered a wild partier.
But he has matured, He has had two daughters with his
wife Deanna, who Favre has known and dated since grade
school. He¢ is proud to say he has been alcohol-free for six
years, and says he puts his family above everything else.

Every year retirement talks surround Favre. He has had
2 long and illustrious career, and has expressed interest in
retiring, He has said that if he were to win another Super
Bowl at this stage in his career, his decision would be
much easier, So with the Redskins sadly already out of the
playoff picture, this year I will be rooting for the Packers
to go all the way: Although I'would love to see Favre play
for a few more years, nobody in the league deserses a
storybook ending like Favre does.

Have Yourself a Merry Little...

Hana Beckerle
Editor-in-Chief

“Twas the night before a major winter
holiday, and all through the house,
not a creature of any ethnic, social or
economic background was sarring,
not even a mouse. The stockings were
hung by the chimney with care, in
hopes that someone, but not anybody
who might represent a specific holiday
tradition, would soon be there,

You have just experienced your first
politically correct Christmas, ¢xcuse
me, winfer story. Pretty soon itll be
tales like this that we tell in public
places, rather than the versions that
we were brought up on.  Traditional
Christmas storics will be one of the
many casualtes of the Mandate of PC
{political correctness),

The philosophy behind PC is to
eliminate discriminaton, an admirable
goal. This growing tread has produced
an awareness of traditons other than
Christmas, which 18 pracnced by the
majonty of the citnzens of this country,
It 15 regreteable that for many years
the oaditions of people who are not
Chuistian were not recognized

Thanks to PC, which includes a push
for sepatation of church and state, this
is no longer always the case. Along
with Nativity scenes and Santas, we see
Kanaras and Menorabs at this time of
year as well

While the PC trend can be valuable,
it's been taken too far The Mandate,

in an éffort to create a culture of
inclusion, has created a culture in
which just about everyone is excluded.
It’s almost impossible to mention one’s
beliefs and traditons without worrying
about others of a different background,;
and wondering if they are offended in.

Photo by Howstos Murphy

Christrnas” Betrer not bring it up in
the fisst place, just in case

This situation leads o incidents
such as one thar recently occurred in
Denver. A “Winter Pasade' boasted
floats and performances from almost
every imaginable eroup,  includis
h<.»rr£~:-.=-:mm?$anm Cﬁmsc{i. Uum;v:f:
4 Christian chair was barred from
performing Christmas carols in. the
parade because it was thought that
many would be offended. 1 find this
humorous and upsetung ar the same
ame, especially us over 90% of onr
population observes Chnstmas in
SOMe Way. ¢

Another far more alarming incident
that signals the demise of chenished
values at the hands of PC is a simaton
that took place at a public school in
California. A teacher at this school
distributed copies of the 'Declasation
of Independence among hisfifth gradé
students. The teacher was reprimanded
and restricted after this because the
Declaration bears the word “God.”
Heaven forbid our founding fathers,
who laid out a plan for our nation
under a Judeo-Christian belief system,
would use the G-word.

It has gotten to the point where
a document that spells out the
underlying principles of liberty and
justice upon which this country was
founded is no longer an acceptable
symbol of our nation. We joke about
not being able to say "Messiah™ on
the mording announcements, but the
truth 18 that thére are far more setious
consequences of PC. God, Chrisemas,
the Declaraton of Indepeadence...
according w PC, these divisive and
offensive symbols and beliefs bave no
place in our society,

PC has created openings for under-
appreciated maditions to be recognized
However, it comes closer every darv
to desttoying all public traces of
the convicdons and pmctices of the
majogty of citizeas of this country,

% Bigery Chiisphag. . Bg'sorry if that

offeads you,

Questions for Thought

Do blind Eskimos have seeing
eye sled dogs?

Isn't it unnerving that doctors
call what they do “practice”?

Why does your nose run and
your feet smell?
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Sarah’s
Scholastic
Section

Sarah Raser
Wire Reporier

Marymount University- Located in Arlington,
Marymount reputes itself on offering a personalized
education through small classes and a faculty focused on
teaching. The school offers a wide amount of internships
located in Washington DC, and prepares its studeats for
future careers,

Tuition: In state- $16,300
Room and board: $7,230
Enrollment: 2,106
Average SAT: 997
Location: Arlington

Emory and Henry College- Emory & Henry is a vibrang,
refreshing, liberal arts college comprised of young men and
women from around the world,

Tuition: §15,700
Room and board: §
Earollment 886
Average SAT: N/A
Location: Emory

Mary Baldwin University- Being an all girls school, Mary
Baldwin believes that single sex education is an advantage
because there aren’t any distractions.

Tuiton: $19.811

Room and board: $5,689
Enrollment: 1,440
Average SAT: 1056
Location: Staunton

U

COLLEGE

Ferrum College- FC has an excellent honors program
called “Boone Honors Program”. It consists of an
interdisciplinary, liberal arts program committed to
challenge students enrolled in the program, and the campus
culture as a whole, to strive for excellence.

Tuidon: $15,640

Room and board: $5,600
Enrollment: 951

Average SAT: 899
Location: Ferrum

Hampden- Sydney College — Renowned for its
gentlemen, the all guys school is well reputed for having
challenging classes where A's are difficult to come by. The
environment is defined by its honor code of no cheating,
lying or stealing,

Room and board: $7,020
Tuition: $20,446
Earollment: 1,039
Average SAT: 991

Location: Hampten-Sydney

N_ &

New Boundaries Divide FCPS

Jeff Snyder

News Editor

On October 12, November 3,
and November 15, a series of town
meetings took  place. at Hayfield
Secondary School to discuss the new
school district boundages for South
County Secondary School in Lorton.

The construction of the new school

available space, establish a new school
boundary that allows for fature gre ywth,
and conform to School Board Policies
and Regulations. The first meedng on
October 12 strove to help define the
considerations that FCPS should use
to draw the new attendance arca and
to identfy those ncighborhoods FCPS
should assign to the new school The

residence and their high school.
Although proximity 1S a major concern,
the boundanes stll insist that many
Hayfield Secondasy students, cven with
a Lorton zip code and much closer to
South County Secondary than Hayfeld
Secondary, must stll attend Hayfield.
The bordet line between the proposed
South County Secondary boundary

and the new

]
=y West Speingficld
Lake Braddack High Schonl
Secondasy

5
3

L£e High Schood
.

S

ST R SRR R
:‘. »' “ {%‘Q‘% 3@ -

Hayficld
Secondary
boundary is
divided by
I-95.

4
oy )
ANF West Potamac

High School

Motre
Controversy
has risen
because of
the under
populated
D N0 S
Braddock
Secondary
which is
located
northwest
of South
County.
Many people

Photo osteation by Jeff Sayder

is on track and going as planned,
according to officials. The school
building is 70% complete and is stll
expected to open in the fall of 2005.
Parents and tcachers from all over
Fairfax County gathered to share their
thoughts and concerns about the new
schools boundarics. The meetngs’
attendants were placed into  small
groups to get as many ideas together
as possible, and provide everyone
an oppotrunity tO express thoughts
and “ ideas. The objectives behind
adjusting the boundaries arc to relieve
overcrowding, make effective use of

consideraton.

The mew 1ehoal bawndaries are causing mach debate among Fairfas: County residents, primartly Decanse Larton residents nuust il travel
wry far to Hayfield High School even though the new South County Secondary § chvol is closer: that

believe
much

second meeting proposed to evaluate
several attendance area plans drawn
from input at the previous meeting
Finally, the third was set to fine-tune an
attendance area plan for School Board

Some attendants of the first three
meetings were distraught over the
proposed boundaries for South County
Secondary. Out of approximately
60 small groups that spent houts
bouncing ideas off of one another
and expressing their concerns, all of
them expressed some sort of concern
over the proximity of a students

could  be
resolved if Lake Braddock’s boundary
extended into the proposed South
County boundary and let the Lorton
residents going to the distant Hayfield,
go to nearer South County This
proposition was frowned upon by
many South County residents because
Lake Braddock is currently under
renovation.

A recommendation will be made to
the School Board on December 16, and
public hearings will be held on January
4 and 5. Finally, the School Board will
approve and vote on January 27 at
Jackson Middle School at, 7 p.m.

FEEL LIKE YOU DON'T BELONG?
JOIN A CLUB!

Amnesty International
e To support the fight for freedom of prisoners of
conscience throughout the world

e Sponsor: Annc Groves
e  Meeting Place: room 319 Quander
¢  Open to all students

Art Club
e To beautify the school, its students and to find
enlightenment through art
e Sponsors: Ben Premeaux, Adam Sanchez
e  Meeting Place: room 504 Springbank
e  Open to all students; Bi-annual fees
Debate Team
e 'To promote competitive debate
e Sponsor: Mart Ellis
e Meeting Place: English Workroom
*  Open to all students
Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA)

e To develop vocational and career supportive
competencies and to promote civic and personal
responsibilities
Sponsors: Daryl Mackey, Masilyn Moore
Mecting Place: toom 213 Gunston
Members must be enrolled in a business class

Literary Magazine (Syzygy)

» To publish a litcrary magazine representing the
best creative writing, art work and photography of
students

e Sponsor: Paul Russell

e  Meeting place: room 324 Quander
e  Open to all students

Math Team
s To participate in monthly puzzle contests
e  Sponsor: Amy Galitzer
®  Meeting place: room 206
Gunston
e Open to all students who have passesd Algebra 1

Photography Club
e To develop an appreciation of photography as an
art mediom

¢ Sponsor: Anne Dunn

e  Meeting place: room 503 Springbank

e  Members must have an interest in photography
and some knowledge of dark room use

Science Club

e To explore science related topics and to gain an
understanding and respect for the natural world
Sponsor: Danielle Schoolcraft
Meeting place: room 167 Gunston
Open to all students; $5.00 dues
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New Tardy Policy Shows
Up Right on Time

Marissa D’Otazio

Foeus Bditor
Imagine you are a minute late for class. What makes more sense, coming
right into class, or walking to the tardy desk, proceeding to wait ten minutes
for your pass, and then mosey into class, disrupting actual learning time?
The answer was obvious to our principal, Mss. Vesilind.

The tardy policy is very similar to the way it was before. All consequences
are exactly the same. The only difference is that the tardy desks have been
completely abolished. It is now up to the teachers to record the tardies
themselves. thus saving students, teachers, administrators, and the adults
who would be manning the tardy desk an immense deal of time, The policy
looks very promising to everyone as long as the reachers follow through with
recording tardies.

For teachers to record tardies since we have our school’s administrative
student information (SAST), and recording tardies can now be done by the
push of a button, The reason tardy desks were instituted in the fiest place
was to keep an efficient record of tardies without the advancements we now
have in rechnology.

“I'm z little concerned with not having a paper trail [of the tardies], but I've
been pretty religious about inserting into SASI the ones that are tardy, so [
think if everyone can do thag, the new policy will be great,” said Mr, Hoag,
10" prade Special Ed English teacher.

The new policy is student-targeted. It has been made with our best-interest
in mind. “The reason we've decided to do this is that we were concerned

that kids were lining up dowa the hall at the tardy desks. It was taking them
longer to get to class because of that, so they were missing more, and they
were so frustrated! There’s no reason for our kids to be frustrated like that,”
incipal Vesilind.

The mew tardy policy says “goodbye " 1o late passes,

Photo illastartion by Hongwon Musphy

Asbestos Becomes a Pest

Adele Hampton

Asst. Baiiness Manager

Although only hazardous in the long run, years
after first exposed, asbestos has lately become a
concern at this school.

Principal Vesilind first found out about asbestos
in our school on July 9, 2004 when the school had
its yearly inspection. A letter was recently given to
all the students and parents, addressing the asbestos
detecton. It was found in the floor tiles that are
several layers down and covered by carpet, and also
in the walls and ceilings of all of the buildings.

lung cancer which is a leading cause of death in t
United States. It can also cause Asbestosiswhich is
long term lung disease that makes it hard for oxyge
to get into the blood causing the lung ussues o sca
Another result of inhaling asbestos is a rare form ¢
cancer, called Meésothelioma. This is a cancer most
found in the lungs, chest, abdomen, the hearr and
caused typically by exposure to asbestos. Most ¢
the diseases caused by inhalation of asbestos doesr
appear undal abour 30 to 40 years after exposure.
The Environmental Protection Agency has issue
regulations for schools that have asbestos in the

Even though petform inspectior
asbestos  is  a every three years f
cancer  causing ashestos  containir
material, there materials, devele
is absolutely no and maintaj
danger  because an asbest
the chemical is management  pls
inaccessible  and and keep it at tk
therefore  poses .. school at all time
no  threat 1o -§' perform  period
anyonc here at = surveillances of o
this school. “Its £  known ACBM, ar
fine and causes :3 give asbestos trainir
no real danger” % to al custodi
said  Chemistry § staff. If schoo
i oty Ashertar was commondy faund in the insslating material above the ceilings in G P S
Relton. PR 3 these requiremen

Asbestos they are subject 1
is a  naturally civil  enforcemer

occurring mineral fiber that is usually used to
strengthen building materials. Itis commonly found
in old homes and schools because it is fre resistant it
was used in lots of older buildings, “West Potomac
is an old bulding, built 1 1966 and contained
ashestos,” said Principal Rima Vesilind. It can be
found in things commonly used, such as insulaton
matenials, asphalt, vinyl and Aoor tiles. The asbestos
fibers are released into the air and are easily inhaled
into the lungs.

Asbestos can be an extremely harmful chemical
that can eventually be fatal. The fibers can cause

X

actons.

Because the asbestos s contained an
unattainable, no renovatons will be made tw tk
school and nothing will be done to the chemical. |
order to remove ashestos, it must be bagged up ar
the air must be vacuumed, which is a very expensiy
process.  Most students aren’t worried about th
circumstances, Sophomore Kosta Sarakinis said,
think that people shouldn’s be worried.”

Now that the administration knows that there
no real danger to the school the year will progre
normally.

Quality. Choice. Convenience.

Envelope

Why be boxed in by the “carrier of choice” at some shipping
stores, when you can have a choice of carriers instead? At
your preferred Parcel Plus, you’ll find quality, convenience,
and best of all, a choice of package carriers.

oppmg ; enter today and enjoy 2 32 séimigs on the
express letter service of your choice.

ZARCELTUS  torss et s

Vit floc servite shippod 06 store secost only. Mot aiid Ry UR Pasle! Sorvicn. Kot v3lid wisk sy other offer, Viold whovs proléditel.
Vaild sndy gt Mieed Plus Bl Vico. Pienes call for deteita,

$2 Off

of Your Choice

-
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Evan Dobbs
Photo Editor

Recently, over three
thousand doses of the flu
vaccine wete given to area
doctors and other medical

suggested procedure, they
can avoid catching the virus.
If you think you might be
experiencing  Symptoms,
which  include  scratchy
throat, fever, and muscle

pregoant  womesn, adults
who are 65 and older, people
working with those who
have special conditions, and,
children 6 to 28 months.
Many belicve teachers

sources to provide
available
for

more
vaccinations
the public,
Although some
eligihle  citizens

include scratchy
and muscle aches,
physician immediately. To prevent
symptoms wash your hands and
utilize hand sanitizers

throat,

call your

distributors, insufficient aches, call your physician and faculty should be able
to fill the deficit The immediately. To prevent to receive a dose, because
Virginia  Health thinl . they work with
Department  has If YOU h you ght _be kids. Counselor
been  working €xperiencing symptoms, which Gioria = Spriges
with other thinks  teachers

fever,
should receive a

vaccine with any
major risk. “But
that would mean
that we would
have fo receive

were able to receive
doses, the demand is not
close to being fulfilled. The
VHD is providing doses for
emergency cases, as well as
children who qualify for the
Federal Vaccine for Children
Program. Qualified children
are those whose families
cannot afford insurance, and
are only requited to pay the
minimal fee.

Doctors are emphasizing
that the fu is preventable,
and if indixiduals follow the

symptoms, wash your hands
and utilize hand sanitizer.
Sanitizer i5 cheap and
available at drug stores. The
VHD encourages everyone
to stay away from crowds
if possible, and stay out of
the cold, although they are
aware of the difficulty of
this inevitable task.

The Virginia Health
Department  said  doses
should only be given to
individuals who absolutely

a shot for every
little thing, thatll be too
far.” Spriggs said. Treatment
is only available to those
who encounter the most
potential danger. The Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) said, “To reduce
the risk of transmitting fu
to high-risk persons, such
as the elderly, transplant
patients, and people with
AIDS, who may have low
antibody response to the flu
vaceine, and also to protect

themselves from infection”

The FDA contradicts the
Virginia Health Department
when both the FDA and
the Advisory Committee
on Immunizaton Practices
(ACIP) recommend
vaccination for swmdents,
police, firehighters, other

essential  workers, and
community service
providers,

Othet teachers think it
is mot necessary to receve
treatment, ~ 1 puess my
immune system 1§ strong,
Pve never needed it,” said
history  teacher  Bristol
Martin. While people are
debating whether or not
they need a flu shot, others
have already received the
flu, and in somc cases, are
endangering  students and
faculty. There has been an
increase in absences of
students and teachers.

The virus can be prevented
from spreading. If you have
any questions on getting the
flu shot, or if you qualify,
go to the FDA website
winw.fda.goy,

need them. This includes

Lending a
Helping RAM

tie §;_a_Eles
eatures Editor

Need help with homework? You're in luck; Fairfax
County Publi¢ Libraries (FCPL) has created two homewark
helplines available to all students. Found online at bégp:
[/ o fairfax. vans{ lbrary/ internet! -bomework biml, FCPL's
Homework Helpers assists students with biographies,
literature, science, math, and social stadies,

The Homework Helper's site has topics for every grade
level, For example, on the science part of the site, it has
sub-topics biology, chemistry, physics, anatomy, etc. United
States history, geography, government, and politcs are
all included on the history site of Homework Helpers.
Shakcspeare, other authors, and writng basics are on the
literature part of the site, All topics include pictures, fact
sheets, and links that provide information in an easy-to-read,
intcresting way.

Because it 1s so easily accessible, students are encouraged
to use the website. Junior Freddie Guzman said, “1 might
use the site, if it helps me pass the class” .

FCPLalso offers addinonal help at bttp:/ / wmsco foirfax.va.ns/
library{ bomeworis | default.bim, ‘This is the address to the Live
Homework Help webstte. It provides students access to
subject specialists and free one-on-one tutoring

The only setback of the Live Homework Help are the
hours it is accessible. Students inclined to start their
assignments at 2am are out of luck. The available hours
are 2-10pm everyday. It is also available in Spanish, Sunday
through Thursday from 2-10pm,

fuphy

ato by Houston

Fuatnres. aeior Katle Staples sanmpier the ¥ omcwark | efpers.on tx

FCPS website.

nunier,

: [N . ® [ S S
Thousands of people recesved flu shots adaiinistered by a doctor this

Lack of Vaccine Puts Some in the Cold

wllae Aaenineg Nun

Holiday Service, from frot poge

Key club members at this school gathered at Belle View
Shopping Plaza and Hollin Hall Shopping Ceater on
Sundays, December 12 and 19 to collect the donations.
“T think it's most important to help people during the
holiday season because we receive so much and forget
about the people that have so little,” said senior Key Club
member Caitlin Coggins. A canned food drive sponsored
by the Key Club took place last month to provide a
proper Thanksgiving dinner for unfortunate famibes.
Approsimately 850 pounds of canned food was collected
by students at this schook The Key Club is also helping the
Mount Vernon Kiwanis, a service and community-minded
organization, scll Christmas trees and wreaths at the Belle
View Shopping Plaza.

The West Potomac Thespian Troupe adopts a family
every year for the holiday scason. This year, they have
adopred a West Potomac family with six children. This has
been a Thespian Troupe event every holiday season for the
past seven years, The troupe never sees or mects the family,
Instead, they collect money, food, and buy items for the
family from their wish list and give it 1o a representative
of the family, In years past, they have collected as much as
$450, and clothing items and toys from the wish list. “We're
hooking them up with 2 Game Cube this year,” said senior
David Hangon.

This years holiday service projects are far from over
and teportedly going as planned. “It's awesome to see
the momentum from our schools accomplishments with
donating canned food for Thanksgiving lead into the
holidays.” said seaior Jon Marchand, Teaders of these
clubs doing charity are still adyvocating that it is nor too late
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Hanukkah? Before

Whne &
vou beeal our the guitar and

angzin a lood wavering voice,

“Hanukah ro.the festival of
lighms. inutcad of just one
day of prisents, we have
cight ceazy nights?” Let’s take

a closer look ar this holiday.
Hanukksh, also spelled
Hanukaly, Hannukah,
Chanukah Channuka,
commemoriics a4 miraculous
event thar came out of 1
very scary e in Jewish

or

i
e .

eeping

Katie Staples

Style Editor

End of November, and Chrstmas season has
already started. My parents even start playing
Christmas music the day
after Thanksgiving,
Overly-enthusiastic
decorators have blow up
Santas and snowmen in
their yards. But do people
know the true reason for
this season?

Christians believe an angel
went o the Virgin Mary
and told her she was going
to give birth toa son. The
Bible tells Jesus was bornin
abarn in Bethichem to Mary
and joseph of Nazurcth.
Then, three kings followed
the North Star, shining
brighdy over the bam, to

;’I"."[[f",’!’;”‘1”‘.’;{";&‘;"’; cviame tuchides oy chanoing gifts underneath a tree. Why show a

history. The Jews
had been fighsing the Greeks under Alexander the Great
to protect the Holy Land. The Greeks put up an idol
and commuanded the Jews to bow to it, but instead, the
Jews fled 1o the mountains, choosing to preserve their
religion. They were called the Maccabbees, or hammers.
The Greeks met up with the Jews in the hills and
although the vast amount of Greeks and meager amount
“of Jews made it seem like an easy win, the Hammers,
who got their name from the strength with which they
fought, defeated- the Greeks and chased them out of
Jerusalem. When they finally returned to their temple,
it was nearly destroyed. They bt a Menogah as soon as
they got there, but, much to their dismay, they had only

enough oil to st one day, Mirsculously, the lamp buened  comnercialized because of  Chrstmas
for cight daye

Hanukkah celebrates every mght that the limp burned
for them. This is why Hanukkah lasts ¢ight days. Each
candle of the Menomh (there are cight in toal) is it
each night of Hanukkah, untl the last might, when all
are ablaze,

Many students in our school celebrate Hanukkah,

Christmas shopping, not holiday shopping They are
concerned with the amount of profits they are going
17  gain and whar “sells”— the All-American family

EELUR

Menorah? Businesses want the majority of people o
come to their store. They have litle concemn for the
MINOfity.

“Even on Home Depot commercialg they advertise
Christonas,” said junior Brett Smith, Smith s Jewish, and
he and his family religiously celebrate Hanukkah,

But Hanukkah is not the only Jewish holiday
America chooses to ignore. “We don't even get the
really important holidays off, and we have to pray and
fast duting school”™ Smith remarked. “Evervone thinks
Hanukkah is a joke. They say ir’5 because Jews need a
Christmas,” when, actually, Cheistmas came 2000 years
after Hanukkah.”

Other Jews argue that Hanukkah, like Christmas,

has been commercialized. “Hanukkah became very s na ey

friends werd, so they tarned a small holiday

Clwrdes bisp prople th ctay as foxaied s poseitie an 1be traditional oreaning of Clviconar

we celebrate the good feelings of Christmas,” said
junior Thomas Luhdng
For some, the holidays are a ame to be together.
“My mom and I put ornaments on the tree together,
do an Advent
wreath, and
going to the
candlclight
service at our
church.
Each year
my mom
takes 2
picture  of
me putting
the angel
on top of
the tree”
Brokaw
" said,
“My whole
family

- Bethlchem, to bring gifts of
. gold, frankincense, and myrrh
~ to baby Jesus,
There are many things about the Christmas season
" Chrisgans celebrate, be it the celebration of Jesus’
| birth or that Christmas is a tme of giving ro orhers.
¢ Junior Cat Beokaw said, “In my religion, we celebrate
P Christmas as the birth of Jesus Christ. It's a rejoiceful
S holiday where the focus is God and what he gave us,
L the ulimate Christmas present” Families who aren’t
50 religious concentrate on other reasons to celebrate
the season. “My family puts
3 Sl e

goes to my
grandmother’s
house and we open presents together on Christmas
motning. As a family, we read the story of Christmas
from the Bible,” said freshman Shelby Boruff. Junior
Tyler Gray spends Christmas at home with his family.
“My lietle brother, Brendan, wakes me up really carly
Christmas morning because he's so excited to open

his presents,” said Gray.
Over the years, Christmas has become one of the
most commercialized holidays; from Hallmark cards
sales, Christmag rush starts on Black Fraday,

[

the dreaded shopping day after Thanksgiving, “It’
way too commercialized. Christmas is just a money
game, really. Big stores like Target and Wal-Mart know
that if you can get this much stuff on the shelves for
this low of a price, this many people will come” said
senior Paul Cambon. Brokaw agreed, “Seeing how
I'm really religious, 1 feel that everyone should focus
on the true meaning of Chosomas. It seems everyone
just goes to church randomly during the holidays, but
at least it’s getting them to chuech.”

Forgotten by Commercia

Harg

bad that kids weren't gettng gifts when ther (

mnl

wving exthivaganzs” said semior Annie Levin

Commercialized or not, Hanukkah is an
holiday that people should regard ag more io
than 1t is,

O\

e Menorahs that san e found in o comsmerael cnrinpment.

Christ in Christmas

(Pt at kAL
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hannukwanzidan.

Seven Values, Seven Nights

Rob Jones Faith. The symbol pechups most readily child in the house, althouph  famibic
Wire Rr"p.'r'."/r‘l identifiable ‘with Kwanzaa is the Kiaara, withour children should still set putat least
a candle holder penerally made of wood — one ear, since \fricans tradinonally believe

Kwanzan is o relatively new holiday,  that displays seven candles, one for cach 5 kil parenthood.
founded by Dr Maulana Karenga - walue promoted during the holiday, The On the eve of the faal day nl Rwanzaa
in 1966. Tt is not religous in Kinam i5 not w be confused with the December 31%), a Karamu, ot Kwanzaa

nature, rather celebrating the start  menosah, a wmaditionally Hebrew symbol — feast, is held [t is an ‘opportumry 1o
of the African hirvest. Kwanzas  often associated with the Jewish festval of  célebrate African henrage. A communal

promotes seven traditional values Charukah. feast 15 prepared and set out on 2 large

of the African social structute, Creatvity and self-sufficiency are two  Mkeka on the floor. Food 8 self- !

exaldng community, self-sufficiency of the integral foundations of Kwanzaa,  served, and the femst featares cultural SRR v
i 4 Lt 1, "

and pessonal growth, The holiday  For this reason, homemade pifts and entertainment.  Music and dancing are 8
starts December 26 and continues  decorations are preferred o store-bought feanured, and are usually followed by o

A2 0 e
through January 1%, with cach of the  ones. The house is decorated with red, lecrure by a guest speaker. PRI g
seven days representing one of the green and black, and African prints and “[Kwanzaa is] the best seven days of my P 3 :
values of Kwanzaa. artwork are displaved prominently. A life!” exclaims sophomore Elex Speights. |

The holiday commemorates special placemat called a Mkeka is one of  Flex is just one of many students at West =
Umoja,  Kujichagulia,  Ujima, the primary decorations. It is traditionally  Potomac who celebrate Kavanzaa, Says
Ujarnaa, Nia, Kuumba and Imani. made of straw, but a cloth placemat with  fellow sophomore John Jordan, “The last

Kzt jwcorporates African Cultire with ide- These symbolize, respectively, Unity,  an African print may be substituted. A day of Kwanzaa is the besr, when the 23]
als of community. Self-Determination, Collective  basket of crops, or Mazao, symbolizing the  family all gathers together and celebrates
Responsibility, Cooperative  barvest, should be placed on the Mbkeka, together” 53
Fconomics, Purpose, Creativity and Finally, an car of corn is set out for each B <5 '
“ "
ama-dawn 11l us
Laura Lofgren it ~all buighi colors swith g ecnbrcidery, The food. drink, smoking, and marital sex from sun up

to sun down. It is used as a means of self-contol

Reporter gancing was difficult, but | learned these f
g was difficult, but [ learned these fancy COSMES, i, pecomes u means of getting closer to God.

“Do you want to learn 2 Pakastani dance?” my food, and dancing are all present at the festivities of

Muslim friead asked me. 1 entertained the thought for three day long Muslim weddings. e By i g Auimgess d““ﬁ""‘;"g
a moment. The Islamic religion and Muslim culture are so deeply b’mp‘;ulf‘ sor 3 B f"m;m“i’l ‘;_“Godﬁ“‘f’;z
“What for?" 1 responded. entwined — creating a very unique way of life. While the thankfuincss and SpRIcCiIENg 10r K101 0028

Senior Ramy ZamZam says, “To me, Ramadan is a
month of self sacrifice and self reflection. During
the month, you not only fast from sunrise and
sunsct, but you are supposed to show kindness and
acceptance toward others. You gan great amounts
of knowledge about yourself and others due to the
prear spirituality associated with Ramadan.”

The night on which the figst verses of the Que'an
were revealed to the Prophet, known as the Night
of Power (Lailat ul-Qadr), is generally the 27* nighr
of the month, Many Muslims spend this catire night
in praver. “Then after, you celebrate the ending of
the month with the celebration of Hid, a three
day long holiday intended to be a time wheee you
celebrate with other Muslims as well as give presents
and money, Ramadan and Eid are very improtant
holidays tn the Islamic religion and allow Muslims a
good opportuniry for religious discovery™

Here in West Potomac, many Muslims seem o
feel that their seligious beliefs affect them in a good
way, 85 is no. different from any other religion. !
pessonally fell that Islam teaches me to be # better
daughter, sibling, student, classmate, and friend as
it provides me with & structure that is adaptable
to almost any environment. Just as Chrispans tera
to God, Jews to Yawa, Muslims wrn to Allah to
‘seck refuge” and peace from even everyday school
stress” said Senior Michelle Khilji.

As for fasting, the lack of encrgy from not cating
can be very difficult for some students, “Fasting s
really hard, especially with sporis. But at the end
of the day, I go home happy to know that T didn't
give in aad stuck to my principles.” said Freshman
Mohamed Chouat.

Ramadan is a beautifully powerful holiday thar
teaches vahues and self-control, and celebrates the

“We're performing a cultural dance for a Hybla Valley  Jewish Hanukah and the Christian Christmas holidays are
Elementary School show, and we need more dancers”  very commercialized, the Islamic Ramadan s not ia the
Why not? Tt sounded like a good idea. 1 joined my friend least. Itis a purely religious celebration: considered a time
and the other dancers at her house that night for practice.  for inner reflection, devotion to Gad, and self-contzol.
We were served Pakistani food, and given gorgeous  Muslims who participate in Ramadan must abstan from

r——

Laura ofaren, Maria Baptéste, Laurie Broff, Bea Capastany, Marissa 1D Orurgio, Michelle Khilfi, and lisoma Nuwats before perfornting a fradi-

fiamad Pakititand danee.

spirtrualicy within the Islamic religion,
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Keckees Katch

Better Than Doing Homework

Someone Needs an Attitude Adjustment, Young Man

Alex Keckeisen
Sports Editor

Thanksgiving weekend T walked out of the
hotel T was staying in to see three small kids
and a father weaning Indiana Pacers jerseys,
swowith Reg, = Millet and the other two with
Jermaine O'Neal printed on the back. A fact
that has been almost completely forgotten is
what these professional basketball players
really are: role models,

It may sound like words from your
mother’s mouth, but these multi-million
dollar professional basketball players are
supposed to be well-behaved. The melee
in Detroit (coincidentally the second most
dangerous city in the country) only made the
situation worse for the state of sports today.
Kids that watch all this violence don’t know
what's dght. Most of them have only just
begun playing organized sports. They see
Stephen Jackson, Ron Artest, and Jermaine
O'Neal throwing punches aand they think
that’s common procedure. The league is
going through a period in which a bunch
of thugs have taken over the leﬁguc, and
Commissioner Stern will have no part-of it.
He has issued suspensions of 73 games for
Artest, 30 games for jacks)on, and 25 games
for O'Neal.

All championship teams have someone
to set the standard and show the younger
players how life is in the big leagues. Every
team needs its fair share of vererans, The
Red Sox had Schilling, the Pistons (last
year’s NBA champions) had most of their

roster above the age of 29, and the Tampa
Bay Lightning had Dave Andreychuk. The
Pacers only have one player bora pre-
1974, and that's Reggic Miller, who hasn’t
seen much play because he’s been aling
for the last few seasons. 1 shouldn’t forget
to mention that four of the players didn't
even attend college. And, surprise surprise,
Jackson and O’Neal are two of them, They
just haven’t grown up yet, and that shows,
especially after multiple incidents this season
and years before.

For those of you that think this punishment
was too harsh, remember all those tmes
Artest committed flagrant fouls and started
fights two seasons ago. Commissioner Stern
said himself the punishment probably
wouldn't have been as harsh if he hadn't had
any priot Suspensions.

What Stern has done over the vears as
Commissioner has been amazing, He serictly
disciplines any player he belicves stepped
out of line. He knows that handing out
aver 140 games in suspensions was the right
move on part of the NBA. Not suspending
them would be a crushing blow to the fan
base, and to the wallet, because corporate
sponsors would not want to be nvolved.
The most memorable quote I heard from
him was about how he made the decision by
himself. “Yes it was unanimous,” Stern said.
“Ttwas 1-0 and I won.”

I'm not one to become aggravated when
a player yells at a ref or complains, because
I am not immuae to emotions of the game,

Pve yelled at my fair shate of referees and
been disciplined for it, but I have never
urt another

Seaurity has been imeressea lo
ups to present any mors brawls.

like Barry Sanderse Every time he scored a
touchdown he just handed the ball to the
taphed dances.

cy

player. T was kicked in the face multiple times
and given a cleat to the head, resulting in
swelling the size of a softball, but T didn’t
retaliate. T got back in the game. I'm not even
being paid ten million dollars. These players
beg for attention that should not be given to
them. The suspensions that Stern gave out
were fair for Artest, O'Neal, and Jackson.
Many complain that it was too harsh, but if
anything it was too light, if not just right.
Whatever happened to role model athletes

What about Michael Jordan during the 1997
NBA finals, when he played game five sick to
the point that he could hardly stand, let alone
run? We need better role models and better
sports figures in today’s society, and we just
don’t have cnough of them.

Handing out these punishments was
the right way to keep these players out of
trouble, Believe me, weawon't see an incident
like this for a very long time in the NBA.

Out with the New, in With the Old

Rob Jones

Wire Reporter

This school’s track and field team has experienced another
change in leadership after losses in its first meet of the
season. After the loss of head coach Corey Bowerman and
long-distance coach Don Beeby, both of whom stepped
down prior to the start of this season, the positionof head
coach was filled by Coach Coates, who had previously
worked a5 a petsonal trainer. However, it was annpunced last
week that, due to undisciosed circumstances, Coatcs 18 1o
longer in control of the team.

Bowerman and Beeby have agreed to step up and coach

for the remainder of the season. Bowerman is temporarily
reassuming his position as head coach, while Beeby will be
primarily coaching shot put and discus athletes,

School officials refuse to disclose the details of Coates’
depattute, saying only that they were largely “beyond his
contzol” Several athletes speculate that his incxperience
coaching large teams was an important factor. Coates’ arrival
was met with anticipation; siace many of his current and
former athletes have gone on to compete i international
meets in Sydney, Australia. However, his cxpertise was
apparently better focused on individual atteaton for
exceptional athletes, rather than general management of a

large team. “[Coates] used to work as a personal trainer,”
says junior distance tunnecr Dan John. “His administrative
inexperience became apparent at meets, when he scheduled
far too many athletes for some events and none for others.”
This may have been responsible for the embarrassing loss
the boys' team suffered at their first meet, scoring only mine
points in a sport where the losing ream geaerally scores at
least forty.

Bowerman and Student Activities Director Jeffery Dietze
are currently searching for a replacement coach for the
spring season. If one cannot be found, Bowerman may
continue to coach for the remainder of the year.

3 &'\\ X N
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Swimmers Make a Splas

Dedicated team works to win with increased team spirit

Joy Yoo

Wirs Reporter
The winter season is the longest season of the
year. One team that makes this long comittment
is this school’s swim and dive team. The girls’
captains are seniors Amy Dobson and Hana
Becketle, along with juniors Molly Turner and
Leigh Rossi. The captains of the boys’ team are
seniors Jonathan Politte and Brent Hawkins, as
well as juniogs Brad Dalton and Taylor Mertins.
Veteran coaches Bob and Lotraine Lombatdi
arc back for another year.
Surprisingly, this season the girls’ team has had
a large number of new swimmers, adding up to
a total of over sixty swimmers and divers. “This
year we have the biggest team ever. We have
strong swimmers in every event. I'm optimistc
on this season’s outcome, especially the girls’
team,” said Dobson.
Even though the boys’ team has far fewer
members than the girls’ team, quality is what
matters. One key member s junior Brendan

R

and would lke o win every meet,

Goach Bob Lombardi gives junior Lsigh Rossi a pep talk before bor
vace. The swine feam has worsed hard on ingproving from last season

Haley, who has always been an assct to the team.
This year, Haley will be expected to swim at the
State competition level once agan.

Starting off, the team swam against
perennially strong Robinson. The meet was
lost, but the next night both teams won against
T.C. Williams on home ground at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, due largely to strong
performances by Rossi and Haley.

For their thitd meet, the swim team faced
West Springficld.  Although it was close, the
teamn was unable to pull off a win, 22 points
wete lost by the team because of a smaller-than-
average dive team this year.

The team takes these carly losses in suride. The
score at this meet was the closest score against
West Springficld since Lombardi's arrival as
head coach, which signals an improvement
that could result in several more wins, Junior
Beth Grady said, “We have only had a couple
of meets, but 1 can tell the team will be very
successfull”

The swim and dive team is known for its unity
and family-like friendships. “Not only
do we have a lot of new and really
talented swimmers, but the fellowship
and support are already making the
team close, We're only a couple of
meets into the season and everyone
already seems excited to get together.
The season will definitely be fan,” Said
Rossi.

The sport creates many long-lasting
friendships. No matter what the
turnout is, everyone can count that
the team will have a lot of fun. Some
members, are on the team primatily
because of the friendships. “The
best thing about swim team is the
friendship.  Getting to see people

Wrestlers Put Challenges in Sleeper Hold

New coach, new system creates hope for increase in skill and strength

Laura Lofgrcn

Wire Reporter
Few people consider wrestling when looking
for a winter sport. The team has not experienced

a lot of success for the past two years as a result
of their lack of a stable tcam. This meant that

Members of the wrestiing feam work 1o perfect new moves

al a recent prachice.

the team had to forfeit up to eighteen points

g e

is one of the best they've had in years, and
that they can expect good things from him.
According to Junior Abdullah Ahmady, “Coach
Mac is a very great coach who knows what he’s
doing and teaches very well off the mat He
wants me to do very well, and he will make
me a better person and better wrestler” Some
students have even gone to summer camp to
learn moves and imptove technique.
Wrestling teaches complex moyes that
can be later used in self-defense. Practices
start our with a fifteen-to-twenty-minute
jog followed by a couple of strerches. The
wrestlers are then taught a differear kind
of move or technique and practice until it is
petfected. Once the team is able to execute
 their new move with no problems, they arc
given time to wrestle amongst each other.
The wrestlers are usually given two rest
periods, which Jast about two minutes,
to get hydrated. Unlike any other
sport, wrestlers are required to take
showers after every practice. Having

Photo by Housten Murphy

because there weren't enough wrestless for cach

required weight class. Many of the wrestlers—

join find the practices very strenuous. On top
of this, the team has had three different coaches
for the past few years.

However, despite its troubles, the team

members are very dedicated and have high
hopes for the team’s success this season. The
team seems to agree that the new Coach Mac

good hygicne prevents many diseases
from spreading among the team. The
wrestling mats are cleaned twice a day,
before and after practice.

Junior Abdullah Ahmady, 2 wrestler on
the team, said, “The sport of wrestling
is one of the hardest sports in the high
school level. The practices take a lot of &8
dedication and sclf-discipline.” ;

Junior Brendean Flaley gets veady tojunp in the l diering

parm-ups af fe meet qgainst West Springfield. Warm-sps
are tital 1o gesting ready for @ race before the mest.

that you may not necessarily have classes with
is definitely what kecps me thete,” said junior
Milica Wren.

With the enthusiasm and cararaderic that is
evident at every swim team event, the difficult
practices are more than made up for. “This
year, there 15 so much more cheering and ream
spirit. The team has come together like never
before” said Politte.

There are six meets left in the season, including
a meet tonight at home. Anticipation is high as
the swimmers expect peak performances of the
team and themselves. Itis hoped that the team
will surpass the dismal records of previous
years, “We'll go out with a bang,” said Dobson.
“Wepo, we know:"

The sport teaches self-discipline. Wresting
sometimes requires students to lose weight,
and although not enforced by the coach, they
are expected to be exactly on or below their
weight class. Dieting has its drawbacks. “In
the wrestling room, we put an ice bag on the
thermometer to make the room really hot,
which makes workouts rough. We do lose a lot
of weight from it, though. I guess dieting is just
part of the sport,” said senior Joe Voellm.

According to sophomore Nick Friedrich,
“Wrestling is tough to do, bur all it takes is a
lite discipline and focus and ill come easy
there on.”

Even though the team lost a lot of key senior
wrestlers, the returning wrestlers and some of
the new athletes that have taken up the challenge
are showing signs of a successful season,
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SR A Day in the Life of...

A Dedicated Disciplinarian

74

!?{P Ansley LaBarre After retiring from his formes of 3 teachers

€M l:” Editor-in-Chief school district i Michigan, job, Oliver

Oliver bas moved to the believes it is what

= “T think I'm an effective metropolitan arca o expesience  administration
disciplinarian, I like sending the diversity associated with implies. T enjoy =
L@ e kids in the right direction.” D.C. Not wanting to give up  gettiag kids E
sz627/ &d/e Greg Oliver is spending his  the opportunity of working  squared AWAY e

12 St meaning he has the final say But what does an down the tight
\ - = iy ! v s
EDDEPS ,« in most disciplinary situatons  administrator do? Several major path,” he said. :
_ | mvolving these students. He jobs arse from ensuring the Oliver does &%

first year at this school as the
ninth grade assistant principal,

with America’s youth, he gladly
accepted the job at our school

and having hope’
they've been sent

Ste in was open to working with safety of the students.  Oliver suffer from s b e e

pp g freshman as he says, “1 believe  arrives at 6 am. each morning  his  share  of Od ,“_ i £ e _;_\ ; ajl m‘;:

in the mnth gradc you can have to begin his work at school.  aggravating moments, though. < ml[msmtuzl )plcal i

ol "

: C - sund 7, he strolls over to the  “T don’t really enjoy cafeteria VDRSS | [BREOCE & TR Em

' I I r : g s A and working with the staff to
senior parking lot  duty,” Oliver said, “it gets loud,

> ditect bl At : make improvements. At the

Hyping X

7:20, he moves into
Springbank, where

and can be nerve wrecking
with the presence of so many
students” He, along with the

2:05 bell, he is once again in
the senior parking lot to help
dismissal. J

.. his office resides. rest of the administration, Oliver lives al dd
B PR, : er lives oes
= .F The majority of the is aware that most students s e
Wi ; not usually return to his home
< dayisspentfocused would rather eat somewhere : ! a
P ; : : until around 7, unless he
M on paperwork  ¢lse during the lunch perod. g :
3 2 REISERTR : attends evening functions at
g and referrals-  “We 1y our best to make sure «
T : school where the presence of
& mostly  students students stay on campus. I'm . : )
a ; an administrator is required.
& who have created not sure why theyd want to A e i
R : : Althc e enjoys being wi
E minor behavioral leave because the cafeteria food g TSl

9 Minutes
Walking

8 Freshmen
Fleeing

)

before they get set in habits
they will carry throughout the
remainder of high school.”

tardies.

have too many class cuts and
Although discipline
is seemingly the worst part

interruptions, or s good.”'

Oliver spends the second
half of his day dealing with
the Social Studies Department,

students, that can create a long
day. On the weekend he visits
the nation’s capital, or, travels
to Ohio to spend time with his
children.

Hoppin” Holiday Movies

Mark Peterson_
Wire Reporter

Thete is no season more suitable for

buy his son the most popular action figure,
“Turbo Man,” on the  market.
He didn't realize

his neighbor was going to give to his kid.
By sheer luck, he dresses up as the doll
in a Chostmas parade. After a climactic

S en ' Or S movies than winter. Whether there is a how hard it battle between him and a very disgruntled
blizzard outside or it’s just too darn cold would be mailman, he finally gets a special edition
to even get out of bed, movies have always  untl  after doll for his son. It is 2 good movie to get

'gh ' ng been used as a remedy for the winter blues.  having no g you in the holiday spirit and laugh at the

Add a nice warm fire to the mix and you luck at j same time.
will be set for quite a while, and thoughts every One of the most famous holiday
6 YL of going outside will drift away, t oy movies of all time is A Chrstmas Carol, 2
Ce‘w. One of the most well-known of holiday store story about a mean old man who dispises
movies i1s White Christmas. 1t has been a  in  town, Christrnas. On Christmas Eve he is visited
] seasonal hit since 1954 when it was first getting by many spirts including his formes
W released.  It’s about two World War II rippc g partner, Jacob Marley and the ghosts of

5 Wolverines
4 JEN(:A

3 Detentions

1 Permanent
Principal
in WP

veterans, Bob Wallace and Phil Davis, who
team up after the war to become a top
song-and-dance act. They meet a pair of
beautiful sisters;, Betty and Judy, who also
have a song-and-dance act and are instantly
attracted to them. When the girls go up to
Vermont for a Christmas show at a lodge,
the guys follow suit and end up running
into their former commander, General
Waverly, the owner. A series of blunders
and mess ups follow them as they try to
help the General.

Arnold Schwarzenegger's Jingle All the
Way is about a hard-working father who is
never there for his son. He misses his son’s
karate class, which prompts him to make up
for all of his past mistakes by attempting to

Photo by Evan Dobbs
bunch of corrupt Santa’s, and
running from 2 rabid reindeer. He is so
desperate that he tries to steal the doll that

R Y

Christmas past, present, and future. The
whole experience scares him to death and

- causes him to change his ways for good.

‘There have been many versions besides
the original, like A Mappess Christmas
Carol, which follows the original
story to the nose.
% The holiday season is great for
o4 movies simply because of all the
options. There are comedies,
" dramas, action flicks, and even
¥ horror films that are perfect for
4 winter, and there are always new
movies coming out that are worth the
money. If you still can’t decide between all
these great movies, then you might as well
read a book all winter.

12 The Wire

Friday, December 17, 2004



Making the Movie
Guide to Fabulous Films

Drew Macklin
Opintons Edstor

Sometimes, inspiration is so strong it has
to be let out. It wells up deep inside, and
bursts forth in rush of creative expression.
Such a yearning has recently found its way
into my soul through the Film Studics class
offered at this school. In an astounding
‘way, 1 have grown beyond the naive
movie-goer of the past, and have come to
appreciate the fine, subtle craft that goes
into the construction of a true cinematic
masterpiece, My mind has been opened
to the intricacies of film beyond the basic
plot and acting — sound and music, camera
angle, lighting, and the plethora of possible
camera shots all are threads with which the
filmmaker creates a breathtaking tapestry.

This new knowledge created within me
an overwhelming desire to make my own

and tre-thinking the progress of the
film, BEvery technique and every nuance
came together to make a film that flowed
together spectacularly.

Our success was like a shot in the arm,
It energized vs and made us desperate to
continue filming. To watch something
that you created, which reveals your ideas
and your creativity is an experience ualike
anything else. We had been using one of
the boys’ digital camera and his editing
equipment; all of a sudden, the rest of
us became incredibly intent on buying a
camera of our own.

Truly, there was no limit
w our aspiration. -We
began forming plans
to build our own dolly,
which is a sort of cart that
provides a stable

apportunity to film was handed o us, Two
other seniors and myself were assigned the
task of making a video explaining the ins
and outs of the Scientific Method for our
AP Biology Class. We enlisted the help of
our friend, brainstormed, and EDD was
born.
EDD, Expetimental Design Diagram
Man, traveled around explaining the
Scientfic Method to good little scientists
in the area. EDD was me, in a sweatshirt,
wearing a large cardboard box, We filmed
his exploits with poise and brilliance. EDD
visited woods and basements with his
sidekick Proper Procedure Boy, who would
tackle wayward researchers. The class was
in complete stitches as it watched.
Now, we've moved away from the
theme films, choosing instead to
commence the production of our

film, to use what | had learned to fashion moving platform own feature films. We've written
a thing of beauty and poignancy. So, | for transitional scrpts, storyboarded  shots,
gathered about me friends who had felt the  shots, and a and come up with plots that

are unlike anything that ever:
graced a camera. The best

cranc, which
hoists  the

same inspiration and were eager to make
a movic too. We had ideas, bur sadly, we

lacked resources; we had a digital camera, camera part about this individual
a computer, and not much else, Itbegan h i g h creation 1s, by far, picking
with Jenga Club. We needed a shamelessly into the the movie’s sounderack.
cool self-promotion for our brand new sky and It is awesome to choose
organization, so we put our talents and gives  a songs that seem like they were
know-how to use, petspective written for the scenes that arc
. When it finally showed, it was a hit. unlike what we playing out across the screen.

However, the masterpiece we made was  are used to. Our films will be masterpieces
anything but easy to form. We filmed Then, with that teveal the depths of the
for hours over several weekends, oftenn g unspeakable inspiration in our souls, They will

& | hit the West Potomac flm festival
% | in the spring, and will blow the
& minds of all who see them.
Inspiration is the coolest.

taking certain shots several our next

rimes, We had plotted out

Ml sk, 20 an Sosieafs-of 4
every shot On paper in 4
storyboard fashion —this
is the first and most
important

patt s
of the making

joy,

Sull, we
were

Q"";.
constantly G4

re-forming
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Boosting

Tolerance
GSA Shifts
into High Gear

Marissa D’Orazio
Focus Editor

Just when we all thought homophobia was
free to roam about the halls, the Gay-Straight
Alliance formed to take a stand.

Some would dismiss it as a “chest-pounding
organization,” but consider this: is it so “chest-
pounding” and selfish to want your Constitutional
right to a free, safc and unintérrupted education?
To want to kanow that in your school, you are
accepred and not discriminated against?

GSA doesa't think so, Senior Caitlin Flynn was
one of the initial founders of GSA in our school,
and President of it two years ago.

“It’s pretty much to get rid of the stereotypes
that gays have to face, and help other people
realize that they're just normal people, and that
they deserve to be treated equally.”

The goul of GSA is fo unite and educate Ttndents,

The two presidents of the club are junior Laura
Herren and junior Leigh Rossi. What kind of
things do they have planned for this year? “I
think the big event cach year has been the Day
of Silence. 1 think we should expand past the

* Day of Silence by going on tours and somenmes

watching videos to raise awarencss in the club
about discrimination.” said Rossi.

Many open-minded students are aware of the
benefits of having an organization like GSA in
this “school. “It’s good to Jearn about different
kinds of people, because we all have to Iive and
work togerhes,” said senior Luis Robles.

Senior Joey Pope agrees. “An organization
such as GSA gives an excellent opportunity for
studentsto voice their opinions, and discuss them
in a friendly, non-homophobic environment.™

The main problem GSA faces is lack of
members. To be wruly active in the community,
they need to expand. How can they do this? By
changing yout preconceived notions

“A lot of people hear Gay-Straighe Alliance
and freak ous” said Rossi. Rossi glso said that
when she first heard the name of the club
freshman year, she, too, thought it sounded like a
questionable organization, But:%hat GSA really
is is simply 2 peer group to rase tolerance of
human beings.

If the only thing stopping you from joining
GSA is shyness, or not wanting others to know
yout sexual preference, you have no need to
worey, “People don't have to disclose their
sexuality,” added Rossi,

Not to mention everything 15 confidential
“Everything that goes on in that room stays in
that room,” said Hetren.

Last year, many of the members of GSA
were senlors, GSA is still looking for more
people to join. If you are interested, sce the
sponsoz, Mr. Daniels, in room 424. And if you
aren’t interested in anything but sitting back and
watching the diserimination spread?

“If people aten’t interested, we'll be getang
their attention,” said Rossi.

Friday, December 17, 2004

The Wire 1 3



Speakable Truths

Ashlee Newcomb

Style Editor

As you look back, life before high school
seems so much simpler.  All the drama and
hostile simations did not exist. However,
that does not melude the summer before our
freshman year in high school. We were rising
freshmen, yvearning to be cool. The goal is
to not run home crying after the firse day,
Nonetheless; if one starts out on the wrong
foor during the summer, there is no hope
for them during the school year. Freshman
Melinda, the narrator, discovers this whole
scenario the hard way i the novel, Spesk by
Laurie Halse Anderson.

During their high school careers, many
students search to become part of the
“in-crowd,” ot some type of clique, The
narrator, Melinda, gives the reader a similar
version 1o the “Mean Gisls™ aspeet of high
school. “We fall into clans: [ocks, Country
Clubbers, Idiot Savanrs, Cheerleaders,
Human Waste, BEurotrash, Fumire Fascists
of America, Big Hair Chix, the Marthas,
Suffering  Artists, Thespians, Goths,
Shredders. Tam clanless.” As the readess go
on it is revealed that Mclinda did something
or was a part of something that provoked
the majority of the high school to be upset
with her and treat her like an alien.

On her first day of school, she had mashed
potatoes thrown at her. She couldn’t look
toward her friends for help since all of jthem
changed over the summer and established
themselves with-one of the many “clans”
Luckily, at one point, Melinda finds an
abandoned janitor closet, which she cleans
out and makes her sanctuary, decorated with
a poster of Maya Angelou and her art, made
out of old turkey bones. b2

Melinda cannot seem to meet someone
to really relate to. When she makes effort

to talk to her old friends, they shut her out.
She mildly befdends o transfer srudent,
who ends up not being the type of friend
anyone desires, There 15 one friend that
she reconnects with, Ivy, who looks past
the rumors. However, Melinda 15 not only
trying to make friends, she is teyving to avoid
someone from the past who rekindles the
memory of the unforgetiable event. Every
tme “IT" appears,

parking lot.”

The yearbook arrivals are wuly a huge part
of the school year. However, the mechanics
of the whole ordeal are just comical
Melinda comments that some students get
cafeteria ladies o sign their yearbook, and
wonder if they write things like, “Hope your
chicken patties never bleed™ or “May your
Jell-O always wiggle."”

Prom, what mote 15 there

her heart stops, her
adrenaline rushes, and
she seeks to run.
Throughout the novel,
the reader is given
pieces of information
about what stmulated
everyone to be so
hateful toward Melinda,
It is not precise to what
happened that summer,
until the last section of
the novel. It seems the
memory of that terrible
event gives Melinda an
overwhelming sense of

: Speak, by Laure Halte .mn, irone  iacluded one
depression and her wall of senior Asblee Newcombs faserits books,

1o say thaa this: “They should
cancel school this week. The
only things we're learning
are who is going with
who, who bought a dress
in Manhattan, which limo
company won't tell if you
drink, the most expensive
tux place, and on and on and
on . . . Kids aren’t handing
in homework because they
have appointments ar -the
tanning salon,”

And of course, there’s post-
prom. “The total damage
stomach
pumped, three breakups of
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o go on as a positive
person has diminished. When she tres to
open up to an old friend, the friend thinks
she is lying and calls her pathetic.

Melinda has pretty accurate views of
high school, however non-zealous they
may be. She depicts Valentine’s Day as 2
day of importance in high school, where
in middle school it “went underground.”
To tell someone that you like them went
through the standard degrees of separation
to find out. And all of a sudden, boys were
pronouncing their love in extremes, to
the point where “T Love You, Anjelal’ is
spray painted into the snow bank along the

long-term relatonships, one
lost diamond carring, four outrageous hotel-
room parties, and five matching tattoos
allegedly decorating the behinds of the
senior class officers”

This book opencd my mind to the dramas
and dangers of high school. Things that
most of us take for granted, and do not
think will ever happen, can and most
commonly will, if not to you, probably to
someone you know. It may not seem 50
extreme in most cases, however, to whatever
extend, cases similar to this occur. It just
depends on if the vicim can notice these

incidents or not.

Savor the Genius Harmony

Houston Murphy

Photo Bditor

Simple, yet intrinsic. Thought-provoking, yet mellow and relaxing.
This is just a selection of the sounds Interpol creates in their two
albums, Twra an the Bright Lights, and their newest, Antes. Interpol is
an indie rock band that, if you do not yet kaow about, you should
be fiending to discover.

Rarely am T fixated with a certain album, but with Interpol’s
new album, Antie, 1 have become obsessed, After a friend’s
recommendation, 1 reluctantly
went out and bought Amsicr,
After sampling the album, it
seemed like a pood buy, but
nothing spectacular,.  As [
continued bstening to their
music, 1 began losing my
distrust of the quality of the
album bittle by Bbrde with every
nuance of harmonious genius |
suddenly realized in each song.
Once I had actually taken
in the whole album, every
amount of cynicism I had felt
was banished from my mind.
By this point, I was spending
hours out of my day dazed
and infatuated with Interpol’s ‘o bands on bis iPOD.

Jiawior Houston Murply listens to Interpol, one of bis

Paul Banks, sings, “Yea nobody searches/ Nobody cares somebonr/ When the
loving that you've wasted Contes raiming from a hapiess clowd.” Banks then
goes on to ask his lost love, passionatcly “Can? you see what you 've
dore fo ney heart, And soul] This is a wasteland now”" These intense lyrics
seamlessly compliment the mellow tune of the song.

In “Narc” the tune is a bit more upbeat than most tracks, but
still has a somber feel to it. With a compassionate tone to the song,
Banks sings, “Baby you can see that the gazing eye won't lief/ Don't give up

our fover tomight! 'Cause it5 just you, me, and 1bis five, alright] Let’s tend 1o the
eagine toaright” Unlike most of the tracks on the album, it is
clear what this song is about.

One of the things that was a bir different abour Anfies,
compared to Interpol’s last album, Turn On the Bright Lights,
were the deeper, more abstract lyrics. Most of the songs are
still about love and the bitter-sweet sensations brought by
thi¢ emotion. The messages in each seng took a while to
understand, and for some of the tracks, 1 am still not sure,
exactly, what they are about. Though very figurative; the
album is still filled wath plenty of clear one-liners that gave
me chills when T first heard them, such as in “Pubhic Pervert,”
when Banks says, “If fime is a verced, then fearning to love/ Might be
nry way back fo sea” orin “C'Mere)” when he sings, “It} may foo
late to be this locked nside ourselves) The troudle is that you've in Jove
with romeane elie” Though the witty lyrics can seem powerful
standing alone, the whole effect of cach song could not be
felt without the fttng score playing in the background,

Interpol has come a long way since their last album, Turn

Phoeo by Byan Dobbs

hypnonzing tanes and lyrics.
Though the album didn't strike me as magnificent immediately, it
grew nn-me, and the more it grew, the mote | appreciated every little
thing about ¢ach song This is usually how it is when an excellent
album comes along for me; I need to give it ime to sink in. Once the
music sinks into my senses, I am then able to savor it
The rich imagery along with the emotional, serene tunes of
the songs creates a perfect tone for reflection. T was caprured by
powerful lyrics in their first single from A, “Slow Hands”, in
which Interpol describes the pain of a lost love. The lead singer,

on the Bright Lights. Though that album was also excellent,
the melody in An#es seems more complete, and brings a sense of
maturity from the sound. Not a whole lot has changed in the way
Interpol plays their music from the two albums, _4aie is a livde
bit more upbear and less melancholy than Twn on the Brioht Lights.
The sounds created in this album are slower and more calm, yet sull
encrgenc enough to keep me engaged; I can fall asleep to it every
night, and then be able to wake up and listen to it on the way to my
frantic school life. Being able to listen to Anfis in any situation is
what makes it such a brilliant album.
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Thai love Keo's

Milica Wren

Special to The Wire
If you are looking for the ultimate Thai experience, there is no better place than Keo's
“Thai cafe. Located at §733-F Cooper Road, (Rt 1 South, same shopping center as Wing Stop
and across the highway from Food Lion), the quaint and
low-key cafe provides an authentic sampling of delicious [N T
Thai dishes. Whether you are a fan of the classic Pad e
Thai (which they make vegetarian), or prefer to stretch
your senses towards something slightly more exotc,
such as the Pineapple Fried Rice or the Chicken Cilantro,
Keo’s is one of the best places ardund. They also offer
dishes such as Peanut Chicken, Pad Broccoli and for
those legally permitted, domestic as well as imported
Thai beer is available. The cafe offers carry-out as well
as casual sit-down dining with plush booths, traditional
Thai inspired wall art, complete with tranquil gurgling
fountain, yegetation, and ornamental statucttes.
However, if the prospect of tantalizingly scrumptious
food is not cnough to lure to you Keo's, then maybe &8
the friendly service will. PFor the past two months, 1 v >
have made sporadic visits to this restaurant whenever Keok Thas Cafe is a quick fix for
I happened to be ‘in the area’. On these visits, my juwior Diana Blasgkiewiczs bunger.
company and 1 have sampled various selections from
the menu, and, have never been dissatisfied. So, when the waiter asks me, “Your regular?”
(because he always recognizes me), I reply, “Of course” Some other favorites of minc
e s would have to be, the Green Curry,
which is cither with chicken or beef
and features traditional style green
curry, bamboo slices, eggplant, basil,
pepper, green beans and coconut
milk, and the Drunken Noodle,
which is either chicken, beef, or pork
stir-fried with flat rice noodles, bell
peppers. and onions in a spicy basil
sauce,
Having eaten at multiple Thai
restanrants, Keos has repeatedly
proven to be the best

Pﬁ by Milica Wren
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The cogy anterior of Keo’r mixed with deficions That food  resulis
0 @ engayalbile dining experienee.
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Bubble Pop Stinks

Evan Dobbs
Phato Edstor

We all anticipated Gwen Stefani’s solo
album Low .Angel Music. Baby. 1o be a great
hit. Once again we learned people say, “don’t
buy an album because of one song,” for a
reason.

The confusing ttle; Lo Angel Music.
Baby. distracts us from the puzzling lyrics.
“Rich Girl,” produced by Dr Dre, was a
hypocritical statement as Stefani sings, “If
I was a rich gitl see/ I'd have all the money
in the world/ If T was a wealthy girl,” after
she is featuted on MTV’s Cabs with a huge
house, rock star husband, and fancy cars.

Another odd track, produced by The
Neptuncs, went bananas on Stefani. It
sounded like some one was stepping on
trashcans.

This album sounded like a first deaft with
a lot of potential. Some aspects were good,
however it crashed when 1 got past the
intro of the songs. “Bubble Pop Electric,”
featuring Johnny Vulture, had a lor of
electric, but no pop or bubble, Freshman
Skye Garrert was short on words when
listening to the song “Ifs good for people
that like thac stuff,” she said,

Some things just don’t mix. In
“Luxurious,” the beat to Biggie's “Big Papa”
was murdered by Stefant’s vocals. East coast
should never mix with west, unless you're a
rapper. “I don't think that she should remix
it into something different.” says sophomore
Nadia Lee, who listeied to “Luxurious.”
I'm serious about “Serions” when 1 say the
eighties should be left in the eighties. Of

Photo illustration by Houston Musphy
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On the coser of ber new CD, Styfant sits et
Haragutku givls, the main inspivation of ber album,

course, it’s not that bad, if you happen to be
Madonna.

The worst track, I'd have to say, was the
duet with Andre 3000. The perfect example
of the strangeness of Stefani's lyrics is, “It's
beyond Martin Luther/ Upgrade computer”
Although it has meaning and morale, it was
weird.

1 waas saved when | heard “Danger Zone,”
It met all my expectations in one song,
which is too bad, because it 1s only one song,
It has dance, flare, and Stefani’s voice the
way it should be heard.

Maybe this ‘solo’ album wasn’t solo with
all of her guest artists, bur overall, it was
disappointing, and Stefani deserves a lot
better. T love hip-hop, but Stefani is aot
hip-hop. With the two or three good songs,
¥d buy them off of I-Tunes for ninety nine
cents, and save twenty bucks.

‘Halo 2: Playing ‘til the Bitter End

Alex Keckeisen
Sports Editor

of these levels were converted to H2 which are now called
Coagulation and Beaver Creek. They have a few vanations
such as Banshees in Coagulation.

A large part of this game, considening,
you have the online service, is Xbax
Live. You can link up with friends
from all the way around the world. If
you want to play with a friend you have
in California, you can. If you have a
friend in the England, go ahead and
play with him tool This just adds to
how great multiplayer mode is. This is
a particularly good fearure if no one in
your area is better than you because it
gives you the chance to play with some
of the best gamers in the world.

many twists and turns which if I told you what went on afier
the second level, I would be spoiling it for you. The encmies
jumped out at the Master Chief,
the character that you play as for
half of the game, and my guns
undoubtedly destroyed them.
Somewhat suddenly you switch
characters. You change from the
human who fights the aliens (who
are also known as the Covenant),
to one of the Covenant soldiers
who fight the humans. The nwists
continue even more, and right as
you settle down as the Arbiter
{the Covenant’s equivalent of the
Master Chief) they switch you

Video game geeks rejoice! The sequel to the best game on
Xbox is now back after one of the most anticipated waits
ever.

Halo 2, the second edition of the game Halo, was released
on November 9 after delays in the release, put out by the
games’ creator, Bungie. Although the wait was long and the
details withheld, the game offered better graphics and game
play, but Jacked in multiplayer and the overall plot line.

I admit it, T was a gaming addict. Whesn I fiest got my Xbox
for Christmas I couldn’t put down the controller, playing the
first Halo. I even had Xbox Live at a time when no one else
did. The first in what Bungie says may create a franchise like
the Madden football games, was brilliant. Not only was the
storyline complete and very long, multiplayer is what truly

made this game an instant classic. back to the Master Chief. Weapons in this game have also been
And while H2, as it is often called by gamers, will always be Unfortunately, as the plot leveled out. The needler, for example,
compared to its counterpart which set tecords and shattered  thickens and the cut scenes has better killing ability. The pistol

the competition, it is still one of the best games on the store
shelves today; alongside Half-Lifc 2 and Doom 3.

When 1 first popped the disk into my gaming console, |
immediately went to the campaign mode, which trned out
of be the least enjoyable part of the game, cven though it
still amazed me. The opening monologue got me excited. It
was what I imagined the wait between Rocky 1 and Rocky
2 was. The gaming quickly began and I remembered why 1
loved first person shooter games. The plot went along with

between levels get even better the
game ends and you're left with
one of the worst cliff hangers
ever. Good thing you can s6ll play The awer of Halo 2, the popular new 1ides gane, which
multi-player with fricnds and even bz storer November 2004,
SUEARZETS. whether to buy this game, or if you
Possibly the most awaited part of this game is the have already bought it, call up a few friends and play. Fifty
multiplayer mode. Levels like Blood Gulch and Battle Creck  dollars is more than worth it and just may be the steal of
set the standard for what should be seen in every game. Both  the year.

has also been toned down, becausc
you can no longer zoom m to get that
masterful headshot you have perfected
in dhe first version.

So as [ leave you, pondering about

Photo dlustration by Katie Staples
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Excellent Emmanuel

Joy Yoo
Wire Reporter

Having moved from Ghana in October
of 2003, senior Emmanuel Gamor
is one of many recent imnugrants
However, there

here at this school

Scastor-Ememanued Gamor stays after school studyng for
history, Schaols are very different than in bis native Ghano.

his move halfway across the world,
Gamors workload this year consists
of challenging classes: AP Staustics,
AP Language, Trigonometsy/Math
Analysis, Forensics, US Government,
Business Management, and Human
= Anatomy. Along with his very
impressive schedule, Gamar 15
a member of the boys” Varsity
basketball team and National
Honor Sodiety. At the NHS
induction ceremony this year,
he was awarded a nomination
fora national NHS scholarship
for having over 100 service
hours last year,

In addition, Gamor 15 the
vice president of his youth
group at Faith and Victory
Christian Center. He writes
poetry, draws, and plays the
bass guitar and drums in his
spare time.

At school, Gamor is not
known for his disanguished
résumé among the students;
he is known for his appealing
smile and genuine personality.
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is something that separates Gamos
from the test of the school. Many
immigrants are enrolled in ESOL
(English as a Second Language)
classes, trying to simply learn how 10
communicate with othérs.  Despite

Making friends here was one
of the easicse things when he moved.
Senior Jody Wicks stated, “He is
dedicated to being a grear student as
well as a volunteer in the community.
Emmanuel is a great classmate, friend,
and example to others™ To his teachers,

Gamor s known for his perssistent
effort and unrelenung determination.
He said, “Coming from a place where
schools are understaffed, T think that
the teaching staff here is excellent.
All of my teachers in all of my classes
have been very supportive. Especially
my counselor, Mrs. Spriggs, has
been instrumental in helping me get
comfartable here.

For the first seventeen years of his
life, Gamor hived in Ghana. Gamor
attended an all-boys boarding school.
There, he made many “brotherly
relationships” with his schoolmates.
Starting fresh was his first challenge of
coming to America. The people and
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“Values
here in America are roully different
than those in Ghana. Even though
it took me a while to appreciate the
culture, it has also given me a sense of
divetsity appreciation,”

culture were quite different.

According to Gamor, multiculmralism
is the best thing about America.
“Socially, Ghana is more conservative
and predominantly Christian, In
America, the diversity is what stands our
the most.”

An important thing that remaing in
Gamor’s life is cultural assimilagon, the
combination of one’s native culture and
the American colture. Tt is very difficalr
to cope with for those who have recently
immigrated parents.

When asked who his role model is,
Gamor immediately said, “Kofi Annan
because he is an outsanding Ghanian.
He has been a beacon for most of the
Ghanian youth, including me” It is
important for Gamor to keep in touch
with his native culture. He speaks four
languages: English, French, and two
different Ghanaian dialects, Twi ‘and
Ga.

This year, Gamor was commended
for his academic persistence with @
National Mert Scholar Award. AP Star
teacher Ms. Wolling said, “Emmanuel is
a student who recognizes the value and
importance of his education making him
stand out from many of his peers. He
contributes to his community finding it
important to help others around him.”
Whatever be does in his future, Gamor
will undoubtedly still be walking around
with his priceless smile,

Best Ballas Forever

Ashlee Newcomb

Shyle Lditor

Narmally each issue of The Win spotlights two
commendable seniors, a male and a female. Flowever,
this profile is slightly different. When one considers
the extremely close friendship betweea seniors Lauten
Arthur and Mary Lawson, it appeated unjust to split
up the two and profile one of them alone. 5o the
Editors-in-Chief made an executive decision, with
my assistance, 10 break the guidelines and salute fwo
ourstanding senior girls.

For those of you who know Arthur and Lawson,
you might wonder w youwrself, why is one of their
closest friends writing an article about them, would
it not be biased? The way 1 see it, who is betrer to
give you the scoop on these rwo girls than someone
who knows them best? T haye known both of them
since our years. at Carl Sandburg, and honestly, 1
do not know any two friends that are closer. “l
can tell they have a close reladonship, they are
always together, and they act like sisters,”
said a close friend to both girls, senior
Nate Felis.

When rhey met over ten years ago
in second grade at Sunday school, the
two were not the best of fdends. Tt was
not until seventh grade, when both girls
began playing together in the AAU basketball
league for the Fairfax Stars, thar the girls quickly
became friends. However, it was not until their
freshman year of high school thar they became
the close friends they are today. They both made
the Wolverines varsity girls’ basketball team their
freshman year.

Arthur, the point guard, and Lawson, the
shooting guard, have both been playing on the
varsity team together for the past four years, with the
exception of sophomore year, when Arthur went to St.
Joha's in Washington D.C. Both are team captuns this
year and bave a heavy influence on their teammares.
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“When playing with Lauren and Mary, they have such
enthusiasm.  They push you to want 1o play beteer,”
said junior Britney Majors. Not only do they have
an impact on their téammares, basketball fans and
their friends are aware of the girls” court abilitics and
leadership. “Lauren and Mary are both great players,
they are phenomenal on the court and they have great
leadership qualities,” said junior friend Antony Minter.
Along with juggling basketball, schoolwork, and
planning for the furure, the girls have to find fime ©
maintain 1 social life, especially for boys.
Fven as tough as it may be o look
into the future, they bhoth look
forward o their lives after
hsgh  school.
“It  thas
always
heen

my dream to get a
scholarship 4t a Division 1
college. And hopefully next
fall that dream will come true and 1 will
be attending Campbell University in North Carolina,”
said Arthur,

Lawson also hopes to find basketball in her future,
saying, “1 want to ply on Division 1 baskethall in

Photo illusteation by Kane Staples

college; however, | don't think | would like to go pro”

Lawson was pretty much destined o have basketball
as'a part of her life, considering her older sister, Kara
Lawson, just finished her second season with the
WNBAs Sacramento Monarchs, 1 grew up going
to all of my sister’s basketball games. 1 saw how
much she enjoved playing ir, so I decided to grve it a
try. My sister has been my biggest influence because
she showed me how far I can go with the game of
baskerbal),” said Lawson.

For Arthut, her influence with basketball came from
her father. “He is my worst critic, but also my number
one fan. He has helped me through a lot of pressures
of playing basketball.” said Arthur.

Even though school is not their favosite part of the
day, both girls enjoy raking their elective classes. Arthur
is an active pardcipant in her Television Production
class, in which she helpg present the morning news.
Lawson is in her second year of Criminal justice class,
where she is shown the world of chme and goes on.
frequent field trips to vanous places, from the Juvenile
Derention Center 1o the Fairfux County Prison.

Outside of school and basketball, these two do have
a hife. Hanging out with them is rather interesung,
For example, on Fridays after school we all go on
our weekly trip ta Target, where they ritually push the
“Princess & the Pauper” display burton to listen to the
high-pitched distorted version of the theme song, Not
only that, they especially take delight in dancing dowa
the main aisle to the song “Drop It Like It’s Hot,” even
when everyone is gawking This is after Lawson and
I partake in a quick game of Nerf football, knocking
down only a few display stands.

Arthur and Lawson have known each other for over
ten years, and have maintained 2 close boad through
itall. This coming fall the dynamic duo will be going
their separate ways; however, their faendship will most
definitely persevere,
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