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Gavernmend tencher Me. Pat Chorpenning has a reputalion for mkimg kis

AT EAPMEEITE.

Chorpenning Adjusts to Position on
Loudon County School Board

Alex Cole
Wiry Reporter

All efforts by Government teacher, Mr. Patrick
Chorpenning were well received as he won a seaton
the Loudon County Schood Board November 2.

According to Chorpenning, be is currently work-
ing with the school board on balancing the budget

and spemida nights at meetings until 11 FM..
Cruring his i sning gained en-
dorsemenits from the Loudon Educati Aesnciation,

Parents Love A Neighborhood School (PLANS), the
Lousdon Times- Mirmor Newspaper, Mr. Edward Kiley-
the incumbent to the school board seat, the numerous
wilers.

With all of this support, Chorpenning. who ran 25
an independent agmnst & Republican opponent in a
state-mandated {nonpartisan) election, won handily,

Features | 12

Twins: Double The Trouble

arnermg fifty-four percent of the votes, and winning
our out of five voling precincts,

Chorpenning teaches Advanced Placement Gov-
emment, Constitutional Law, Comparative Politics,
and regular Government dasses at Potomiac since
1997,

Alter declaring his intentions to run for the school

baard, Chorperming first hit the campaign trail in Feb-
ruary of last year.

Campaigning meant long hours of going door to
door 1111'5 diztrict, the Mercer Digtrict, attemphng to
drum up support

As recently as last month, Chorpenning enlisted
the help of his students, who traveled to Loudon
County to put campatgn literature in the doors of resi-
dents, and who were confinually reminded to "Vote
Pat Nov. Ind.” When asked about how the volunteer

see Chorpenning page 9

Get Down With Fraggle Rock!

Sarah Collins Goes To Switzerland

January to Bring
Long-Awaited

Improvements

New Cafeteria And Library
Opening

1l1||I!']~i]iu:|ur; Deuuql;k
g

Hold on to your hats, they're coming;: the new and
improved library and cafeteria. According to
Assistant Principal Ms, Doris Evans, nextmonth both
the new library and the new cafeteria are due to open,
and both are highly anticipated as gréat new
additions to the ucﬁ-m!.

The most highly anticipated feature of the
renovation, the new library /multimedia: center, i&
exqzectt’d to be completed sometime in January:

ocated i the front of the Cuander bullding, the
new one story fibrary will contain more computers
with internet access, as well a8 & computer lab and a
television studio, according to librarian Ms, Paulette
Miller. The TV studio, complete with editing
equipment, will hopefully be home to a new Audic
Visual Club a3 well as a possible reews shiow,
Eventually all classrooms will be fitted with
televisions and it will be possible to more effectively
broadeast school produced programs.

The Career Center will also be housed in the library
Although it will be a bit smaller than the current
Career Center, the new one will provide a more
homey atmosphere and easier access to the

Miller and the other librarians are currently
weeding out chsolete and unused books. Frequently
discanded books are made available at no charge in
the library, This weeding process will make the new
libeary look empty at first, but Miller plars to buy
micore books In years to come, to fill the many new
shilves.

Money for new books was not included in the
renovation grants, but West Pototnac will contimue
1o use its yearly book allocations and money obitained
from late fees to bury more books,

Everyone i excited about the forthcoming library.

see Cafeteria page 9
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The Renovation
and the Traffic
Mess

I amv writing regarding last
manths artic abount
congtruction taking place at our
school. In the master plan, the
safety of all students been
¥ considered. What
seems ot fo have beenincluded
in the master plan were the
warkous construchon
regarding the
ineonvenwences for students and
teachers due to the renovation.
The companies do have rules
and regulations that must be
followed, but sometimes it
appears these procedures are not
followed, as shown in the traffic
bom apound our school,
with many changes at
the school due to gm'nrhwtlm
morning and affermoon traffic
conpgestion has become a large
proplem.  There are reduced
numbers of parking places, and
off load zones to drop
Also, the two lane
into the one lane entrance u%
West Potomac causes many
delays upon afriving and
arting school. Perhaps an
alternabive to the traffic pattern,
would be to open the first
enttance off Quander Road and
reverse the traffic, This would
allow students to Gl in parking
spaces and allow Lhe rest of the
traffic to' filter with less
RENTL
Construction has added to
dela}'s and perpetsated the
teaffic problem more and more.
For example, on rainy days, it
takes some time entering and
the echool due to biocked
drains that have created
sta ndl.n water, There are
amdi.-nl's wiiting to

n as cars attempt {o go

arounsd the miniature lakes. This is
only one of the few scenes that
should be reevaluated by school
and construction officials in order
to remedy the traffic b,

It has been said by many students
that teachers should be more lendent
with the starting time of schoal.
Daily students come in late to
almaost every first class due
to the inconvenlence of traffic
conditions. The  morning
15 take up the first ten
m].nuteﬁ of &u:hml, should be a

* where students
who were canght in traffic can enter
class without penalty. The
“leniency periu-g" o MOrning
t time could cover all
students including car pool
members, shudents who catch a ride
with their parents, and bus riders.

As a sophomore at West Potomac,
I hope to enjoy the results of the
renovation process after enduring
all of the hasale it has caused. [do

that we I'I.E'Ed. to hE patient

since it has been long awaited, and
much needed. However, 1
encourage the administration, staff,
students and reprosentatives of the
conshuction companies 1o work
together to reduce traffic problems
and increase safety

Chad Chadbourmne
10th Grade

No Limits
in Europe

Ebﬁ&nﬂ_:,-:.!rﬂdmatl‘.lﬂE-ln r.hEWirE
I:I}"Ci.ﬂlﬂ']]'iﬂ'“u'lll‘l-l:;
'I-TEI"I-IJE-

thatin ﬁe L5, and ::u:rmm-gﬁ-:m [
different l:u.lh.l:['l: and different life-
styie, 1 conld see where the problem
13 aiwd what causes it

Hese, In the United States,
teenagers have too many

CRASH COURGE

Jamia Munyan

restrictions , oo many rules. In
some counties there is no age
limit for buying alcohol, and
those products are available
everywhere, I have found, that
despite all of the rules in the US
restricting teens, most ieenagers
in other countries, with more
liberal rules, do not drink in
such large amounts as those in
America. In Europe, kids are
taught by their parents from a
young age what is right and
what is not. Families are
. close. But here in
the 15, there are s0 many age
limits, and parents think those
limits will solve the problems
invalved in raising their
children.
Ihawfmmdi:ha,tnmfsﬂ'ml
rules have an opposite impact
on kids than they are meant to,
simply because they are so
irTi nE there ane
o suc EIil]" rales, For
n!:m]:rlé wit e restricted from
wearing hats in the daseroom.
That rule s Iudicrous, and kids
break it on  purpose.
remember laughing at all of the
ailly rules at my new high
school when [ first came from
Europe. Where T used to live,
! ers do not wear hats to
because they want to
show to their professors.
In Europe, teens are taught to

r@agut others, especially

Anaother problem, Is that teens
irs America have nowhere to go,
They cannot go to clubs because
af the age limit, if they do not
have car, then cam't g0 to
the movies, to the mall, or
anywhere else to socialize.
Everything 15 so spread out
mmpared tﬂEEll'ﬂFE_.-“'hﬂl‘EﬂlE

“Dide Town™ i5 minutes away,
writhin walking distance. ].I'II‘J.'I.E
US, even when a
get to a movie, there is a ]J:rut
on which movies they can see.
In E . there are 1o age
limits for clubg or movies.
There, teenagers find many
other things to do to keep
themselves busy, withoul doi
bad things and getting
juast bey hasre "Fun”,

Concerning drinking, my dad
used to send me to a stone to buy
beer for him while he was at
work, |was 67 years old. |
was exposed to alcohol ever
since T was born, but [ never felt
the desire to drink it, | know
very few people from Europe
who have real drinking

roblems. Teens here drink
Ee(uuse they have no place o
go and nothing to do except
watch TV and play games, if
they are under 16 the time
fhey get to be 18 and start to go
uut a little more without
from age restrictions,
already have serious
E{rhms with drinking and
mu:.-' be addicted. From my
erspective, drinking habits
mme from the system in which
ou were raised. Think twice
fore you p.ass a law. Just
because it's immediate effect
may seem positive, I's final
ouleome may not be,

Dzena Mujezinovie
10th Grade

To Remember
Mary Fiedor

On November 28, 1995 our Ath-
letic Trainer, Mary Fiedor passed
away after suffering from Amylo-
dosis, a disease that began to shut
down het internial organs. 'Ihu-l-;las
been a great loss for me persona
ag weL[E;:, to the students of 'r"-EsFIE
Potomac High School. The service
Mary provided to our students
went way beyond any contractual
nhlugalmns called for. West
Potomac High School was her life.
besgan weork at West Potomac
H;glﬂ Schoal a3 the schoal's Ath-
letlc Traimer and &s an Awareness
Alde when the school formed in
1985. She began teaching duties in
1997, She was always the example
of professionalism in any capacity
ghe worked. In & time when stu-
dents nesd more gui than
ever before, she was there for our
students. The amount of Hme spent
at school helping others was unbe-
lievablein oy o others, It
REYEC I iFMary was gick or
had other things i do; she was at
the schoal,
Anyone who knew Mary can con-
firm that no more caring person
waorked at our achool. She never
had a bad thing to say about any-
body, even if were less than
polite to her. Many of my col-
leagues complain about thelir
school’s frainers in terms of & good
working relationship. No coach
whir has worked at West Potomac
can ever complain about Mary: Ehe
was firm in her decisions, yet w
reasonable in dealing with the i:rr.'_-it
interests of coaches and athletes, |
wish had been my trainer
when | beren an athlete,
Mary attended every athlebic con-
test Hmﬁpm‘b‘ly eould. Tt didnt
matter if it was a so- called major
sport oF one that receives little at-
teriion; she was thare:. In the latter
stages of her life, she was deter-
mined to come to ome mose foot-
ball game. Unfortunately, it was
niat to be, The strain of dialysis and
other medical procedures, multiple
times & week, left Mary far too
weak to attend any games, She was
able to come to school for a prac-
thce and she was in seventh heaven.
She was back with the students
and coaches she missed so much.
When it was time to take Mary
tack to her assisted living center,
it took ten minutes to load her into
my SUV, As troubling a9 the jour-
nr}:; was, she was so very happy.
having been back to the activities
that were taken away from her by
the illmess.

Every death ic, but Mary's
death vas o she never
did an to dieservre such an

End. limately, there was not
tirne left before the end to

say thanks for everything she did
and meant to our school. Her fam-
ily asked furﬂmvmmbesentm:

knowledging her pa
don't last very lElng ?hlm loang
enough to remember Mary. 1 am
npusm t have the Weat
gq. igh School gymnasium
namwed f::nr Mary Fiedor, in recog-
nitiom of her contnobufions,

Name withheld by request
Faculty member
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Opinion

Rising above the controversy...

Teen Health Deserves Serious Attention

Have you ever smoked a cigarette? Do you
worry about your weight? Are you stressed
out too often? Have you ever tried drugs?

We often don’t realize how many decisions
we make each day involve our health. Each
of ug should be aware and familiar with these
issues, notonly because it involves our safety,
but also because it has been mandatory for
us to take a gquarter of health for at least two
years in high school.

The decision to make health courses
mandatory in public schools has been a cause
of debate and controversy in school systems
all over the United States. In Fairfax County,
gach student is required to take a health class,
in addition to physical education. The
curriculum covers issues such as violence,
abuse, relationships, substance abuse,
anatomy, and pregnancy. But because the
issues that encompass health can be deeply

Staff Vote
Agree: 28
Disagree: 5

rooted in personal and religious beliefs, the
public school curriculum is limited and
covers only at the bare facts.

The approach to educating children and
teenagers about health is always under
scrutiny. Each adult and child has an opinion
on what seems most important, what needs
to be addressed, and what should be left for
private conversations with parents and
others.

Teenagers though are at a transition period
where decisions concerning alcohol, drug
and tobacco use, dating, family abuse, sexual
orientation, sex, pregnancy, abortion, eating

Sarah Biersack

Business Editors
Mary Robb Teague
Micheel Wade

disorders, body image, stress and nutrition,
and can affect them for the rest of their lives.
With this in mind, health is a topic that should
be addressed in great depth either at school,
at home, or with peers.

In our society today, awareness and
prevention needs to be stressed. But equally
impaortant is the need to help those who are
living, with consequences or disadvantages
already. According to “Peer Potential,” an

Patricia Hersch, author of A Tribe
Apart: A Journey Into the Heart of
American Adolescent, says, “ Kids
today are not only one step ahead of
us, they're one step ahead of our
imagination.”

analysis of more than 100 studies on peer
influence by the National Campaign to
Prevent Teen Pregnancy, * adolescents rely
on peers for advice or assistance on sexual
matters only when parental assistance is
unavailable or inadequate.” When teenagers
can sense that adults are truly comfortable
discussing every aspect of health issues,
truths are exposed, and awareness can
prevail. Professionals who offer this advice
are the first to admit that it's not fail-proof.
Patricia Hersch, author of A Tribe Apart; A
Jonirney Into the Heart of American Adolescent,
says,  Kids today are not only one step ahead
of us, they're one step ahead of our
imagination.” Being a teenager, in an age
where movies, TV shows, and

advertisements carry immoral messages,
adoplescents are more at risk to follow the
media.

Because our community is so diverse, every
aspect of health care is valid to address. Here
are some numbers that may serve as a guide
to fact and fiction.

T

Did You Know? - _
* Aleohol abuse is the #1 drug in North
America !
*10% of Americans who drink will
develop alcohol problems

*17 million Americans have symptoms.
of alcoholism (6.8%)

*Only 1 in 10 alecholics recover

*50% of homicides and 25% of suicides
are directly linked to alcohol

* A leohiol use at the time of the attack was

found to be 1 of the 4 strongest predictors

of the likelihood of college women being
raped

*The number of college women who
binge drink has more than tripled in the
last decade ;
*During the hours of 10pm to 4am, about
half of drivers and riders killed in car
accidents are above the legal limit.
*Approximately 1 in 10 high school and
college students are involved in abusive
{physical or verbal) or violent dating
re p

*Only about 4 out of 10 relationships end
after the onset of violence and abuse
*More than 145,000 women die every
year from smoking-related diseases
*Lung cancer has become the leading
cause of cancer death

*Already, 1 out of 4 young people will
acquire a sexually transmitted disease
before the age of 20

*Adolescents have the highest rates of
gonorrhea and chlamydia of any age
FFoup ;

Information found from Smith College
Summer Science Program Jessica
Berger,RN, ARCH- abuse and rape,
Mt Sinai Adolescent Health Care Clinic,
The Nite Star Program-NYC.
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Where has all the music gone?

Morning Radio Shows Put Us Back To Sleep

b a8 little music as possible. Instead of valuable

Wrong! The last thinking anybody wants at that

Ally Medina sound waves, seem to think we'd rather listen to time of morning is to listen to am talk; thiy il
. Photo Editor some celebrity about their latest wﬂﬂmﬂhﬂm
. adveniure, or some g;ﬂdpa sing — e day,
along to Backstreet g (in an So what is left for ns to
“Beep, Beep, Boep”, thealarm goes off itreads  attersot to win thelr g;r};ndd:jjd These last few years I've 15 [ pirkdam right to
5:30 amy and it is time to get ready for school. You  tickets!. 1 don’t kngw about bt noticed that muming assume that
1 the drood from your mowth and turn on the waking up before the sun 1s out to dio sh B de it the radio with at least the
i and light. The day begins and you think to  the sounds of achessenaming trivia 3010 5hows have made it o/ with negative calls
yourself, well at least the music will wake me up  show doesn’t put me in the best a point to play as little won't  alleviate the
and get me going, even though I don't want to  mood. music as possible morning din, so
tof bed. Well, Bichudip: __TORiC oS —— popping a CD in is our
1-:‘:1;;.’] be nice station has — only way out Just think
exncepl the morming their own at leazt the radio will be
radio shows seem (o m TMGET S radio program, along with 2 back to normal by the time we get home from
forget one thing, a S—— . s o division of shows during the  schoal, Then again as soon as 10 PM. rolls around
py important | Alejmndra Meadina | 5= | day according to the time. the same story continues; but same shows are
thing, play music! ' They think thatby doingsome  better than others, With shows like Love Line, you
These last few early bird TALKING show  don't mind the talking instead of musie.

years I've foticed
that moming radio shows have made it a point

What excuse is it this time?

Everyone is Getting Out of Class

Nick Deutsch
Wire Reporier

Everyday some group of students is getting out of
class for oné reason of another, from the Forensics
team 1o the Drill team. They get out eardy for meets,
ﬁmm,mmpeﬂrhwm and any other number of events.

a

followed by 3 minutes of
gomgs, people will be cheery and listen to them mare.

out of class long before the meet oceurs, u?wurds of

faur hours before 2 race. Ore might ask themselves

why do they need to leave school early?

Extracurricular sporting events are sp&ﬁﬁ:aﬂ'}r
scheduled so they ocour a%ttr schoal,

A cress country runner will tell you itis absolutely

tor leave school at bwelve, four hours early,

in grdes to make it to 8 meet at Burke Lake which s

strangely only forty minutes away. If you ask me it's

¥ go to Burke, and ridiculous, should
Robinson, and even to leave school at 2:10 with
Cmﬂdi- I h h L t‘hﬂ' “:."_Lt DE LIS,
B“t 1. mu.:h A% ﬂ'l-"E ﬂ]Wij-F‘!- i ﬂ“ght thE PEI!I'II D'f But WE“:‘, um are
studentsant gettingoutof  an extracurricular activity is that it other groups sbusing the
classwork one question privilege of extra

lingers, why not me? 1
never get out of class and
1 am to find
out how and why all of
these other studenis are.
One of the worst
culprits of leaving class is the cross-country team.
Almost once a week this group of stellar athletes leaves
schoal in order to go run around in circles. However,

this is not the only disturbing thing. They also get

can’t these

is in addition to school. So why
groups fit their activities
outside of school like the rest of us?

curricular activities. The
Fashion ciasses and
Chorus have both taken
trips to New York, The
Band is also a good
example. Every year the
highlight of the band i5 a trip to a competition in a far
away location such as Orlando or Toronto,

Unece again I don’t comprehend why it is necessary
for the band o play music, which it every day,

Lastly, & Little Hp bo start the moming better,
remember you need 500 calories to get your
noggin’ started for the day.

Except Me

in Disney World, an amusement park. It appears
me, that they could just as well play their mus
somewhere nearby such as West Vinginda or perhay
even the band foom.

It would be one this if these peaple really want
to go to thess places and did so on their own time, by
they should not leave during school time. Tn my min
[ have always thought the point of an extracurricul;
activity is that it is in addition to school. Hence t
extra added in the word. So why can't these groug
fit their activities outside of school like the rest of u:
This gquiestion continees o baifle me,

I don’t understand why [ am supposed fo be stuc
in school while band and cross-country members g
to leave,

The only fair solubion is to let every extra curriculs
activity and class leave school. If the band gets to pla
musie in Florida, why can’t my government class lear
government in Cah%cm‘ua or Hawan? [If the cos
country team leaves four hours early then all spor
teams should leave four hours eardy. By allowing onl
a few students to unnecessarily leave school it appean
to be pure favoritism, and | for one have had enoug
ofit. Either none of us ksive or we all leave togethe

Leveling the playing field...
SAT Prep Classes

Allyson Larrick
e Reporter

When a high school student walks inko an SAT
besting room them is are thing on their mind:
it's so early, why am | here? Their preparation for the
best may have consisted of coming in an hour early
fha nighy( before and eating Cheerios instead of Froot
Loops. Many of the people around them though have
been préparing months and years for this test .

The average preparatory class ranges in price
from one hundred to over ane thousand dollars.
Some people do not have the luxury of taking such
an SAT prep class

Don’t get me wrong. | am not anti-SAT prep class. 1
simply beel that if you are going to taks nr:?ﬂT prep
class, you should have to document it to colleges and
universiies on your applications. Taking Bhe SATs is
notas and i pou are poing to be coached to tike
the fest, you should have to tell people about it.

In the past, a student could take the SAT test as often
a3 he or she pleased. He or she could then pick and
choose between all of the different test scores and

Ought to be Documented

include only selected scores on their applications. The
College Board has since changed that and now states
that every SAT score you receive will be sent 1o the
colleges or universities you apply to. Documenting
SAT prep classes is another step in this direction of
fairness.

For example, let's say there are bwo high school

When a student is trained to take
the SAT and has been consistently
drilled on the material, the test is no
longer measuring scholastic
aptitude, it is measuring how fat
One’s purse is.

etudents. We will name them Bob and Joe. Bob comes
From an affluent, upper-middle-class family. His Dad
bought him a brand new car the day he tumed sixteen
and i currently footing the bill for Bob®s S1000 SAT

class. Joe lives with his mom and three brother

is Dad ran out when he was eleven. His mom work
two jobs to make ends meet and Joe is responsible fo
helping with the care of his siblings. Joe's family ca;
barely afford to eat, much less pay for a $1000 SA?
prep class., When Joe scores an 1150 and  Bob score
a 1350, they both apply to the same college and Bol
gﬁuln over Jou because his AT scores are higher, 1

t Faie?

Had Bob not taken the prep class his score may hav
been equal to or below Joe's score, and vice versa
When a student is trained to take the SAT and ha
been consistently drilled on the materal, the test i
nd longer ing only scholastic aptitude, but als
the thickness of one's purse. The prep class puts Bot
at an unfair advantage over joe.

Taking an AT preparatory class is not & bad thing
However, one must réalize that having the experienc
one gaing from being n a prep class gives them ar
unifair edge over othér competitive students, who ars
perhaps not as wealthy aa they are, By documenting
these classes, students will be compared on a balancec
scale and the SAT will be measuring what it i
supposed to, scholastic aptitude as opposed to wealth

W

December 17, 1999



Wanted:

Opinion

Lifeguards Who Caﬂ Swim

Jen Groner
Focus Editor

W‘anmd:&en.rfﬁﬁhml lifegua

aguty for the greater pood of the people by providing
surveillance to all aquatic facilities; to replace current
lifeguards who are lazy and unaware and tend to
value getting a tan, or making new friends over their
very impartant sk of watching the pool.

Wanted: Lifeguards to replace cur-
rent lifeguards who are lazy and
unaware and tend to value getting a
tan, or making new friends over
their very important task of watch-
ing the pool.

Sadly enough, this statement is likely to be seenin
any newspaper today. This is simply because most
lifegaard training programs today, do not address the
severity of the decisions made in lifeguarding.
Training courses like Red Cross, and National ool
and Waterpark Lifeguard Training (INPWLT) and
American Lifeguarding Assodation, are all designad
to inform the lifeguard on procedure, decision
making skilla, and other 1 tion vital to this

lom, A test is even given ab'the end of each of

these courses to ensure thal the participants retained

the knowledge. But how long can one retain that kind

‘of knowledge, sveryone has sat in history class and

reviewed and then did fine on the test, but imag:
taking the test a few months kzter. One wouldn't do as
well on the test a few months after it was studied, than
if it was studied days, even momients before. How can
Fed Cross expect their li s to retain all of the
kmow they learned for 3 years? Senior Kurt Gron
whi is & Croas and ALA lifeguard says “The fests
are good, but they should be given more often.” |

Jeff Ellis. founder of T, has & solubion o this
prablern, have life recertify every year and requine
therr 10 have at least 4 hours of monthly Inservice to
keep them ready to respond to any kind of emergency,
al any time. Having them necerfify every year wi
alsp allow braining associations like NFWLT, to test
current lifeguards as well as inform them of the new
changes coming to the ion. Lifeguards who are
confused about skills noe, will surely be more condased
about more recent things, like AEDs{Automatic
Electronic Defibrillators), Okygen tanks, and V-vacs.
These tools while new, are helping to save lives and
without training can be used improperty, maybe making
the sifuation warse.,

Most lifeguards who were faced with apiq;:eﬂc
em nwnmummaggt}ntit'wuﬂhappzﬁ' to them

ri;ﬁ:u the accident. This mindset, that it will never
Enppan to them, had caused a lack of attentivensess o
the pool.  The better lifeguards have already been
through an aquatic emergency and finally realize how
impartantofajob itis. It also stresses the importance.of
always knowing your skills, because a lifeguard can
never predict when something will happen, it's
i sl e

t's eagy today to spot those lfeguards who are not
d:ﬂngtheirjuhe}trfemﬂy Wext time you go to the poel,
watch the ki . Are they really moving thelr head
and scanning the entire area of the water above and be-
low? Then, ask yoursalf, is this a safe place for my child,
my littlo brother or gister even for me to swim and play
without worry?

Sasha Cannon
Editor -B= Chief

Intrnt Sing. Internet slang, Does anyone else hate it
as mich as [ do? I've had enough
of people being oo busy with their
|ives fo type anentire word instead
of some three-letter abbreviation

INTRNT SLNG:

Are you a victim?

more confusing than LOL and one even contained

profanity (but see, that's what made it so devilishly
funny and enjoyable). These were
soon merged into the | risaut of
"ROFLMACQ." yes, “rolling on the

! L foor ing my *** off” was the
for 8 six-letier one. How lazy do In tl:e begm# ning, there Mﬁm ¥ sy
you have to be to write “THNX"  was “LOL.” That started T ' cearing Tt was the
nﬂremilmt:ft ﬂréaﬁ?fr LTNS" for it all. The plllIlEﬂ Inoks M ild_n-] s of fmul}gu!nd. ‘Euujil.;ﬂt

ae are 3o meny fandom’ Omevery infernet user’s (O% SO 0P SRR
-,H,]EE.IE-- wmihkund phmmﬁ:h:ﬂ face soon gave way to abbrrviations into one acronym so
begirming, therewas"LOL- Thar  delight as they realized delighttly sutmareee,
started it all. The puzzled lookson  they could electronically Guu:rdrluliglw;nkhg_. honest people
every internst u_ular e'llfa-:la BOON eadmie inughing with a logged on to the inﬁnﬂ,m
B e Phey en ol Clesstoniea mfl; delicious little three e newslang wards, and They
realiz ¥ ) . that anything was possible,
E“tﬂ.:xﬂ:::eshl:ttnﬁt ‘;‘:‘Eh'l :'ﬁeum“s letter dab of pseudo- mu]dbeﬂnnmlﬁhvetmmfﬁ

F'Elﬁldﬂ* 4 o have 1

. Laughing Out Loud. Oh english. ROFL :gf the].rven:::;;n be

es. Tt made life easier, and made trailb in histary! New

* obsolete, What a time to be h:ﬂiwttm!t day
alive: CNERTS, J /K. BRB, 91D, GUIGE,

Then it started_tngct aut of N/Y, It flooded the internet. Baby
comtrol. The confusion rose around talk came along soon after, as adults
the controversial “EOFL™ and playfully returned to theedir b

—————————

“LMAQ,” both released around
the same time. They were even

days of childhood... "hugzzz,”
"huggles,” “smooches.” and of

eourse, "kisses,” all became the trendiest sayings-
MNow the internst is a wreck. It's a bumned-out
battle where those ln:npn]zlle of “hﬁsuur
speech have taken over. Maybe one day, wihen our
cﬁrm‘a children have mzennedﬂw waorld, this
new lan will be obsolete, and we will return
to the days of the early 1990°s, when “online” wasn't
even a

G next me you're about to electronically “laugh
onst loud™... think twice before typing. You may just
save the revolution.
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They Just Want to Grow Up, No More Toys’R‘Us Kids

Meagan O Neill
rre Reporier

8o, call me crazy, but most 12 year
olds look older than me, a junior in high
school, Bad, 1 know..well, for them

mﬁl:\ﬁa}lr! attempt to look pider, some
%:?Imgklr irla bry bo hide their imma bore
ces with loads of make-up and their
body with sensual clothes. As [ walk
down the street, Isee a kid's face in
amounis of eyeliner and mascara. The
kid 18 wearing a midriff and skin tight
jeans, just screaming rape.
"fu-u[:g girls flaunt themselves around
without knowing the possible
uences, the ane in
this world. Kids are dying to be
accepted by ofder kids and to be
"cooler.” To do this some will accept
the beer handed to them or that date
offered by a much older guy
1 mean, who do they think they're
fooling? They're losing their childhood.
They don't comprehend how predous

itis. You have your whole tife ahead
to live as an adult but only those early
years o live as an innocent, care-free
child. You can never et those years
back. Once you hit a certain age,
responsibilities
and life truly kick
i,
T remember in
5th ar &Gth. grade
kids played an
innocent game of
family.. Howewver,

Boys and girls that Foumg should be
playing outside with other
nelghborhood ldds and no worries in the
world. The way kids are acting these
days, they need to worry about STD's,

getting hurt by

drugs, or the

You have your whole life
ahead to live as an adult -
but only the early years

given to live as an

dangers of skaying
exuet fake,

I realize that all
kids have alwa
yearned for the
fealing of being

S5th  and 6th 3 refree chi alder and will go
graders  today Dll‘l!'l[l!l'.‘fl.’!t.l iR ihus:h:!l:r; to great kengths to
intensely date nce you lose Y r git. I'm sure
obder kids. Dating you can never get them we all remember
should be reserved bark: playing school or
for older ages. The dressing up in our
gliche, "with age parents’ clothes.
Boir i n Not only do kids

5

experience,” E}-m}d hold tree. You
have to have something to look
forward to when you are a kd.

Kids need to lay off cramming
everything in and just go run after an
ice cream truck, halt naked in the heat
of the summmer. like the good ole’ days.

not look like kids anymore, they don't
act like them either [n the summers,
there are hardly anymore lemonade
gtands left, and in the winter there aren’t
as many screaming sled riders in sight
Now a'days kids are more to be found
in the malls or wendening the street just

loolkdng for trouble.
A peason these kids grow up too fast

is that parents spend less ime with their
kids. Offen both parents work, and
kids come home after school to an
empty house. When you're always by
yourself at a young age, you'te forced
to growe up on your own and take ca
of yourself '
Also, thess younger kide, around
seven to thirteen, shouldn’t get as much
freedom as they donow. Kids often get
mare leeway just so the parents don’t
have to deal with them, or o dodge an

Hﬁmt
ids are also more disrespectful o
others, including teachers and parents,
because parents just brush it azide and
don’t deal with it. Parents dont
recognize the consequences of this.
IFE'HWEEI'I we could all go back to the
carefree days when social status didn’t
matter, the word “cool” meant you had
Sepoby Doo underoos, and kids were
kids. The day of mmtm.ﬁ:gu shicks,
and playing in the sprinklers..no (me
can be too ¢ool for these things. They
are the coolest things!

55 And Still Alive. Question is, Can They Drive?

Kurt Gron
Fopus Editor

Diving s acone of the vites of passage
from chil dhood toadulthood. With the
ability to drive comes freedoms never
before seen to a youth, This freedom is
retained often well into old age and
often thas retenbion is not approprate,

Meny drivers of course armoyed
by mefmm:imal eidn:l}rﬁ?m going
twenty in a thirky-five zone, This 1s not
that serions of a problem and one can
merely shrug off this as an
incomvenience, Unforbunately however,
the driving practices of some of the

elderly are not so mundane. From just
recént personal experience I have
observed elderly drivers doing the
following:

One driver at night coming out of
DL on the memorial bri with no
headlights on merged left while
w ing right and narmowly massed the
vehi ir?%j-rﬁhil:h [ was ﬂ};img. As T
passed [ observéd three elderly ladies.
That driver almost caused three
gccidents in a less than five minute

1o,

In addition T have on numerous
occasions observed elderly people who
have difficulty walking or an inability
ko walk altogether, exit &n

-establishment, make their way 10 their

Traffic Problems Crash Down

Christy Heffernan
Wire Reporiter

Every moming more and more
siudents find themselves asking the
same question; Wi that the late bell?”

Getting up af the crack of dawn to

an H:rﬁday iz hard enough, but
with' faculty and administration
adviging students to get up even earlier
to account for horrible traffic patterns,
many are left wondering, "Isn’t there
something that can be dome?”

With construction and overcrowding
fgsues plaguing schoal, perhaps cach
nmﬂnp 'sﬂgive baclul:l:; is the least
of the Elf!minisl?aliun‘s worries. But is
dishing out the tardies and requesting
an even earlier departure for school
really the answer?

The daily backup on Quander Road
often stretches well past the school in
both directions, ending well past
Chandér Bpad School in one direction
and leaving many stuck behind the Light
at the intersecHon of Quander and
Beacon Hill Road for up to 10 minutes.
Many, even those who live a normal 5
minute commute from the school, find
themselves forced to leave very early to
make it on time. Sophomore Beth

Harnsen said " [ have to leave my honse
at 630 each moming 10 4void the raffic
and make it on ime o school ™

For many, leaving so early is a
struggle, and they often find themsekves
late to class. Junior Lindsay Shannon
gaid, *1 hate how much tratfic there is
in the moming. 1 have to leave 15
minutes earlier than [ did last year, and
I'm still always late.”

Some teachers are understanding
about the morning mess on Quander
Road and are more lenient to those
students whao find themselves tiptosing
imto class during the moming
announcements. Shouldn't more
teachers have this mind set? Sitking in
traffic until the moment they are

off is mo reascn for & student
to fail their first block classes. Until the
traffic mess is cleared up, and the drive
to school is a fairly smooth one, teachers
should ive thave shisdents who miss
the bell by a minute or two. Students
should not be penzlized for the
inefficient traftic pattern.

The morning commube system it our
school is not working, Before
penalizing students for the inevilable
traffic the encounter daily, teachers and
faculty should look to the source of the
pmblem, amd work with the students o
alleviate, or hopefully, solve it

vehicle and then drive off.

Om the surface this makes me & little
uncomfortable, but when I think about
it it 1s even more unsettling. It raises

stions such as, If the person has
ifficulty walking, do they have the
physical power to stop the large vehicles
often driven by the elderly, such as
Cadillacs, Buicks, and im Pords?
Research tends to support my
comcerns. Une inskance 1 3 fairly recerit
Iowa State study in which the dnvz':?
gkills of the elderly were anal g
According to the lowa State Daily
Leader, the study “Each of us
has certain cognitive skills, and

regardless of age we have people whose

cognitive skills may be below the

Biased Teachers

~what1 i
 prove at West Potomac. Among the
m of, “cleaner bathrooms”, "off-
CAMpPUS humh"',ufmd “betler sup-
plies”, 1 of 8 more impacting

West Potomac is without a doubt,
full of biased teachers and adminis-
trators. Several times T have harbored
reseniments for the way & teacher
treatod certatn students, eating them
better than my friends or me,

I have found ut the year
that athletic students get off easier
than nonathletic, thanks to the
coaches who doable as teaching staff,
and who feel they can't afford lo lose
valuable players.

I have seen white students treated

norm,” but the study found that, “there
i5 a greater likelihood of cognitive skill
loss above a certain age.”

In addition, n 1997 in Las Vegas,
Nevada, more people were killed in
accidents caused by senlor citizens than
by dirunk drivers. -

My concern is not with all elderly
drivers. Many can be counted as some
af the most ienoed, reasomabile and
gafest om the road, buf pometimes
precautions are needed. This is one
such case. Some of regularly
scheduled testing of elderly drivers is
necessary, perhaps starting at a certain
age Iﬁdmb&d every few years or 50
to keep incompetent or unsafe drivers
off of the roads.

Cause Tr b

:Il;'nm is a.'prnl:nlem,. students
should approach it, not deny their
own rights as a West Polomac Sha-

dent. Fairness is All shadents
and people are created equal. Lets iry
ko act on that.

..
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Christmas And Relatives;

Holiday Hell?

Meagan O'Neill

e Repiorter

Phew:., Yeés, it is that time again,
Christmas vacation! A time where you
can kick back, get a big tub of chooo-
late brownde jog cream and watch the
bube 'HI your eves melt away, where
you have no sworries and vour main
goal is b have as much fun 85 you can
in that lil” break from a whole crapload
of school. The school year seems never-
ending and even tho' we're not hatfway
indo i, it has socked my will to wake
up weekdays, But, ah yes, it is Christ-
mag vacation; that little time took ouk
of our oh-so-very-busy school year to
sleep in, stay out with your friends "rl
dawn..and yes, even on a Tuesday
night, because we won't have school the
next day. 5o you pack every inch of
your calendar full of fun things to do
with youlr friends, not sparing & single
second, Your fummy tingles with ex-
citemnind, you know it does, for the ex-
citement of no school and no
worries. . this bringing nothin’ but fur.
All this fun n' folly at least kil your
mom bangs through your bedroom
door tellin’ va to pack your bags for a
week at Grandma’s!!

Why kids must be put through the
torture of spending the holiday with
family is a mystery to me. There is no
point of every branch of your family's
tree-draggin' their feenagens outof thelr
caves of & room foe a 5 howr car ride
aquished between your not so trim
uncle and screaming 5 year- old cousin,
all bearing your big winter coats with
the heat on at ) degrees just bor a "fam-
il - tomether. ™

};"J%H“ Jnt'g:ﬂ'lin[-c,. what is the purpose
of this™get-topether? Family bonding?
Maybe so vour great uncles can ex=
change war stories from back in the day,
or maybe so your AL BX-
change health problems, or just maybe
50 your cousin will lock herself in the

bathroom again because your aunt said
her butt was getting bigger. All this
chaosis ting I know, and it is what
every kid wants to do for his or her "va-
cation.” Mow, | don't think you would
considier mashed potatoes flown in your
face at the kiddie table, screaming rela-
tives, or thirty fingers pinching your
cheeks blue a vacation, | know |
wiouldn't, Mot even o menbon gething
oul the ole’ sleeping bag and brying to
pitch & tent on the dust fsrm of your
great grandma’s living room floor, then
trying to fall asteep to the melodies of
your uncle's snoring and your
grandma's hacking, and finally awak-

at Gam to the horn of your Grandpa's
ﬁstum-wngm and a dog older
vou bickin® your face. You i tally
cabendar under vour pillow, marking off
the days. awaitin' for the Lask one to go
home because now eveén school sounds
like heasen compared o this. £

The only thing that kee at
the e ﬂw&;q}n of
opening all Christmas presents,
and wEEn m finally canTEﬁ you
sigh with relief for now you will fimally
get that stereo you have been dreaming
about, ing one t after an-
other yvou think, "Ch, 1t wall be the next
one I:g:t's the big one." ﬁ-siw eagerly
opeén the next one though your jaw
drope in hormos,. your aunt must have
mistaken the sterao you wanted with
thie one your 2 year-old cousin asked for,
because now Yol arce the OWTIEL
afa le Barney (L FET,
urrEf us must go 'ths"u-g.g,h this, or

somethdryg ke i, for the holidayva. Bven

though it does sound like hell tor aweek
and we always wish we were with our
friends mstead of surmrdinded by imaane
family, I would certainby miss it if it were
Emn_}rﬂvm tho' | hate to admit it, I am
glad my mom forces me to get in that
car for a memory- filled week with the
family...and | would traby mass h:ﬂr'il'lﬁ
about my Aunt Mary's corns an
hemroids as she passes the Christmas
ham.

L e L] LN
- e s
. = = r

Homeless children gatker for an ceent ar a capiral kil retdddle school.

Homeless Children Go To

Sleep Hungry

Ana Kornely
Wire Reparter

Alejandra Medina
Photo Editor

How often do you do something
to help your community, on your
QW nict because hawve to?
Not often right? That's what |
thought. It's sad to see how little we
do to help out in this world and how
many a ties we have. Ulsu-
ally the excuse glven for not doing
commurity service is, "I don’t have
the time,” or “T don't know what I'd
like to do”. Well that's just bolo

We have many clubs here in school
that push students to help out, such
as the National Honor Society. Some
of thise ¢lubs are fust ignored.

A good volonteering club too of-
teni fgmored is the Key Club. Usu-
ally Key Clubs consists of hundreds,
yes hundreds, of members, and yet
OUr Very own Wesl Potomac
Club has only B active members.
How do we expect our world to be-

Key Club Provides
Opportunities to Volunteer

come more productive if we only

out when we are pressured o help?
doubt that technique will let us pick
up the habit of volunteering and prac-
tice it throughout our lives.

The Key Club runs at an international
lewel, and it is extremely active in vol-
unteer work. The back bone of all Key
Clubs is the Kiwanis 'E:_n;lﬂhsince the
Kiwanis club s the Key Eﬂmﬁ'
There are more than 350,000 Kiwanis
members out the world. The
Kiwanis club helps guide the branch-
ing clubs such as the key Club,
Keyettes and Circle k. Achivities such
as selling Christmas trees at the Belle
View Shopping Center and the West
Potomae All Night Graduation Party
are examples of the things the Kiwanis
Club helps out in.

So see the opportunity to make
a di e is closer than you may
think. Help out your school, join the
Key Club!

And remember, what goes around
comes around, Volunbear!|

*The weather outside is frightfl, but
irmide its quite defightful...” S0 goes a

Christmas song, It may be easy
to lightheartedly sing this song from the
comfort of our warm, cozy homes, but
the homeless are exposed to the
elements. According to the Mational
Coazlition for the Homeless, there are
about 700,000 homeless people at any
given time. Think about that next time
you sit down to.a plentiful holiday meal.
We are all guilty of forgetting about
homeless people, especially in the
holiday season when we are
surrounded by

expanded in preparation for the
upcoming winter, It can now house 185
people. Organizations like Habitat for
Humanity are always putting up
housing, nomatter the season. Food and
warm clothes are also paramount
concerns for the homeless. To meet this
need, clothes drives by many local
charitres are currently accepting both
new and used clothes, as well as gift
certificates. Food drives, such as the one
conducted by the Interact Club at our
school, continue to accept canned gooas
to benefit local food banks. Shelters are
also looking for voluntesrs to serve
meals on especially Christmas, but
other days as well.

In our area, 56% of homeless are under
age 18 For this reason, many area

B = e il e s
il as B E‘u’ﬂl’ﬂgﬂ: e T SR iR AT D, T ; )
American family 1Ne majority of hnme_h:aa conducting &ﬂy
celebrates, what do people take shelter in dn‘-’ﬁ,uwe E:;E
iehemnetss ot vehicles, but a large !.-‘:: g T
W,‘I,",:Lﬂ L portion have more wis | and
up the heat in temporary housing, such deliver presents.
preparation  for as boxes or tents. ﬂi‘ilnialliﬂhn:
winter, the area = like t

homeless shelters Arlington-

engage in exira preparation for the cold
season. Shelter is the main concern of
the homeless. The majority of homeless
people take shelter in vehicles, but a

portion have more temporary
housing, such as boxes or tents.
However, most shelters are already
filled to capacity. As many as 25% of
requests for shelter go unmet due tolack
of resources, Thie Arlington-Alexandria
Coalition for the Homeless has recently

Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless
are sponsoring Adopt-a-Family
pmgmﬁrm help formally homeless
but still struggling families to have a
happy holiday season. Ever since the
program Aid to Families with
Dependent Children { AFDC ) was cut,
the number of homeless families as
increased to 40% of total homeless
people. This makes the time and goods
given by volunteers even mone vital

Sundav V2 oG AN
Ll Y dimmlay

ROSEINA'S

Lt MY FCH AR

Featuring & variety of freshly prepared
Capun, Soulfimestern Canbbean, Cozstal
and Southern Toods . and much more

Hellin #all Shopping Center
Ty = Satuandanc. 11T Lo XD
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Forensics Team Continues

Stellar Season

given quoby, Externporaneaus spealding
iswrihmg as hg,i"-"El‘LE-E'I-"ET'Iﬂ'IJJ'IutEﬁ
on a topic of national imparfance, and
dramatic mmterpretation is where drama
s memorized and read from a-script
uginyg Fwo o more voices from the same
. All are difficolt to perform.

Underwood is one of the best al all
three in the school, and apparently, in
the county. He came i first overall in
the December Bth tgurmament under the
impromptu category, &nd he also
snagped first under the
exlemporancous category, In the
October 17th competition , the fonmsics
team's first competition, Underwioad
came in first overall in all three
cafepories.

In addition to Rojas, Junior Aida
Ibizevic and Junior Beredith Bvans

finished off West Polomac”s top spot by
coming in firat, second, and third,
vely, under the original ora
M. [ofereson il some Jalemiod memibvrs af his foressics feam an WYE Ear
: ; : With talent as this on the team, it
ATy They are consistent medal winners n

Erika Benitez A wis not a challenge for them to place

Wire Repuarter : F Suisgey. ey, dunpcte first overall in the fournament.
Said Rojas, “I like Forensics bacauseit _ This Is the first time recently that
As the team gets ready for theirnext  gives teens awards for being creatiye, Forensics and Debate placed 'irst

tournamerit, . Alan Johmaon, the
for the Forensics team, is very

excited about what this year is.

brl.rligmg.

*1 ami w with what m
Fradlvnes e Gl Mo e
Gershman, and Che Young have lots
af talent” JTohnsan sald.

Veterans of the team, including
Jurniors Gina Rojas, Katrina Weintraub,
Faye Rausch, and Lauren Fool, also
add to-the team’s stromg struciure.

unigue, and basically an everyday
teen.”
[n their last competition, which took

place on December Bth, Junior Dane
- Underwood, Senior Dan Turkey , and

Sophomore Sarah Coolidge came in the
fop thrite spots under the categorles of
impromply, extemporaneous, and
diramatic int i

According to Johnson, impromptu
speaking is where you are given seven
minutes to present a speech on any

overall, and with the greatest number
of students winning in any given

L according to Jobnson
C‘w their victory celebration, what
is Johnson's pext feat?

He is w:lrlnngmﬂ'l the debate feam
ta cha “offensive” school mascats.
“Culturally or socially offensive
mascots should not be foisted on a
puiblic too cynical to care The future
ahould be soft and and we

have a responsibility to make it so.” he
stated.

Items Stolen from Photojournalism/Art

According to Photojournaliam /Art teacher Ms. Mel
Mobley, valuable items have been stolen from the photo-
journalism / yearbook mom in bank. Lost items
include software and memory OGS compiiler,
Students Rights Group Launched ;’:: i e e S e g
High school students who feel that their ideas are -
never heard now have a place to voice their opinions. Y2ZK is on the way
An ambitious tion called the Virginia Students  As reported in the Lee Lance, the "Y2K bug may close
Rights Organization (VSROJis loaking for all students pclwcﬁs.” Fairfax County YZK coordimator told the Lance,
interested m their mind about student issues,  “We've checked a lot of stuff but we're sure we'ne going

According to President Mark Bergman, the
organization’s purpose is, “to advance student issues
at the General Assembly and represent the voices of
students acrors the state of Virginia. The

izatinn's Hret to pass the Advil Bill, which
would allow students to bring over-the-counter drugs
to schoal without fear ufﬂmslunnrtxpulﬂdﬂn. All
studenis imborestesd] ln] V5SRO can call President
Mark Bergman at B0d -309% or be put on l-.he

zgmﬂn atling list :
dreas to l%?ﬂgﬂ?iﬂlmb}l e‘:-'nu mai;:ﬂvmt the

to miss something” Grammick said if a school shut down
is necessary, it will be handled fike a snow day.

Chorpenning from page 1.

work went, Senior Drew Hansen smd,
“It was great. Chorpenning gave us

more than e sustenance, which VERC Website atwm-.rhe-:gnmngrnup com f v
included doughmuts and pizea.” The

d :
E:lpﬂgn ‘sag :hud, f.,h;}f' ﬁ?jj; Swim Team Makes a HUGE Splash

but is not Iimimn:l e Fill funding for
the school tudeet; increased

involvement; smaller class sizes; safe
neighborhood schools; integration of
technology into the classeoom; and the
development of school-business part-

mﬂﬁﬁm\tﬂlﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁ; T
alao stressed the fact that, if elected, he
would be the only teacher an the School

Baard,

..

to swim team coach Mr. Bab Lombardi, the
swim team 18 said to be the biggest ever in West
Potomac history. The team consists of one hundred
and fifty members. Apparently no cuts were made

Drama Department Ambitious Again

Following the huge mm:essaﬂ"‘nds: and Prejudice, the
drama tis to offer both 4 “Winter of
Omne-Acts™ and a winter play this year.

- Pointless Defacing

Pouring concrete is heavy and difficult work. Some
stisdents have shown less than reasonable respect for
construchion workers” hard work : |
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Cafeteria, from page 1
especially Miller who said, “We love
the fact that we are gaing to be the focal
point of the schoal”.

The new cafeteria is also close to
finished and iz scheduled to open in
mid-January The finishing touches are
oW um:le:x}:.ra:}r The ovens ame bein
installed, the last tiles are being lai
the lighting is being wined, and
the tables and chairs are getting
assembled

“We love the fact that we
are going to be the focal
point of the school.”

Everyone is excited about the new
cafeteria, especially the seniors. This
ear, West Potomac has a new three
[l schedule to accommodate for the
Fact that we only have hwo cafeterias,
Bendor April Boone said “T am excited
for the new cafeteria 5o that [ don't
have bo st 50 close to underclassmen ™
After the new cafeteria is finished,
people will have even more space,
more tables, and a greater number of
tunch limes for faster service, Coe of the
e additions will be tables that are
fixed to the ground with chairs bolted
o the tables. With this new feature,
people will be able to éat lunch in a
more relaxed ambicnce (that inchedes
elbow room). West Potomac students
can ook forward to lunch in a2 more
comiortable cafeteria,

oty by '[;ﬂw Rathbons
new media center af West Palomas

Local Heroes Amundson and Puller Take
High Positions in State Government

Kerry Casey

Mmﬁepﬂrm
Ben Rankin

Netos Editor

At the December 16 faculty meeting,
Kristen |, Amundson was honoted for

her work as a ime school board
member and as chairperson of the
echool board. Admu n has been

elected a Stats Delegate to the Virginia
Legslature and wall retire from the
gchool boand December 22,

According to a statement made by
Principal Ws. ‘Carma MNorman,
“Besides being a parent who served in
numerois parent-volunteer types of
ways while her dzughter was a student
ak West Potomac, Ens went to bat for
West Potomac in countless other
wayE... Usar the it aficd & half
}'E:'rrss, KEris haﬁ;lg:rmd West
Potomac's needs with courage and
fervor, and we owe her a great deal of
gratituche.

Another local hero, Linda T. Poller, a
long-time incumbent as Fairfax
County’s delegate to the Virginia
House of Delegates for the 44th
district, which includes Wesk Potomac,
retired from the House of Delegates
and was recently elected as a state
senabor ne hng this digirict. With
the Dielegate position free, Amundson
cam ijgued for and was eleched as
Fm:g:(' ‘s new Delegate.
Amundson has put a ot of work into
this area. She was the President of the
Fairfax County School Board for the
past § years, and also of her Civic
Association the past few years. While
her da attended West Potomac,
Amundson wag a member of both
Crew and Band boosters, and was on
the PTA.

Churing her recent campaign for the

House of Delegates, Amundson’s focus -

John Randolph Proudly
Supports

O

PARDOE

(703) 518-8300

GRAHAM

310 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 518-8314

EKA

was on education. In an interview last
maonth, Amundson said

she decided to run because, “Someomne
who really understa.ndsﬁgucatiun
needs to be the W 3 to
Richmond " Amund&mpmmmmiﬂi her
greatest professional accomplishment
as & member of the School Board tobe
lowering first grade clase sizes in
clasarooms with poor students. She is
also known for bringing the

International Baccalaureate program fo

Fairfax County.

As a delegate, Amundson says she
woild like b hire 2,000 more teachers.
She rts the Standards of Leéarning,
brut says that "the tests aren't ready for
prime time.” She would like for the
writers of the 50Ls to understand the
consequences of those tests on students
and teachers because standardized tests
are “here to stay.” Amundson is

for metting the county to pay
for Advenced ent testing so that
sgrudents wounld not have to, On the
issue of school violence, Amundsdn
wants to “close all the lpopholes that

would allow guns on campusas.”
Ammundson says she most wants
peophe to know that T care deeply about

this cornmumity, and if T am elected Twill
work as hard as 1 can.®

Senator Linda T. {Toddy) Puller is also
new toa position as a state Senator. Her
decision to run for the office came after
much deliberation and discussion with
her colleagues over whether to retire
from her long-time position in the
House of teg. Puller stated in a
press conference that she was ready to
move on from her past office but will
continue to push for the wsues for which

she is known, such as higher

education.

Toddy Puller has a very interesting
family  Har 1ate hushand, Firs
Lieutenant Lewis B, Puller, Je. of the
United States Marine Corps, is one of
the most respected veterans of the
Vietnam War. Puller, Jr. losl his legs
and parts of both hands when he

5 on an enemy land mine in
Vietnam, A fter lumirgnhis ordeal into
the  Pulitzer ize-winning
autobiography Fortunate Som, Puller
became heavily involved with
painkillers and isam bo-diall bas
dizabilities. These problems

inated in his suicide 5 years ago.

He now rests at Arlington National

Came §
Tﬂdd% has alio had beg share

n“naa.lFm problems. As a result of a
stroke several years ago, Puller
suffered paralysis in one-half of her
body and was restricted to a wheelchair
O her own accord, Puller put hersell
o1 A hysi m
i ot b o L o
life s is an inspiration for all her
never et her disabilities take
over her life, and has always beenloyal
to the issues of reducing violence in
echools, lowering class sizes, and
organizing higher quality education,
among others,

Both Puller and Amundson are very
enthusiastic about their new Hons
and will work hard for what they
believe. It will be interesting to see how
Amundson and Puller will affect our
state of Virginia in thelr new positions
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“Gloworm?
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JH'?'F could bt _fﬂlgﬂl_ the stopped malking them, and this was a major disappomtment tomany. WNow,

face it up when you squeezed
'Eﬂit‘_lﬂ-hl:"';dqnul_?;;.'ﬂm in 1984,
hese toys flaw off the shalves of

My Little Pony

Alejandra Medina

"...Sunshine, Sweetheart, Melody, Brighteyes, Patch and Clover.. Banbons
tnaking cookies, girls.. Hurry up on over! My Litfle Pony My Litthe Ponyl”,
the song stll rings inmy ears. Every day atgu.m the My Litte Pony cartoon
waould come on with its sweet lullaby. A toy's popularity comes and goes,
but the miemaries they evoke alwaysstay My Little Pondes on the other ﬁ:nd
ire making & surprising comeback! Yeah! There are so many Hitle horsies &

ick from like Magic Message Pony, Cloud Dreamer; Pretty N Pearly
gua.lxmiz. Ripple; Brugh N' Grow Pony, Twisty Tail; Candy Cane Pony, Mo-
lagses; Drink N' Wet Bables, Snookums and more! How fun. I'm sure many
of you remember how R they were to play with especially when they got
fo go bo the beach {your bathiub) and go off the diving board (the nnzi?e].
They would have Pony Water Otympics all the ime. Of course the Seaponies
always won! They had a glosious empire along the shore filled by sep foam
(bubbles from your bubbile bath), and they'd eat Pudding Delight {shEmpoo
with a side of conditivner)

Regardless of the scenarios picked, My Little Ponies were a must have toy
which grew up along with you. Ten years after the ponies came out Hasbe

ﬁ“ﬁlﬂ" mﬂl}?ﬂﬁl ot of the ashes H.'LE}' rise again like a Phoenix and Gl shelves once more, 50

take advantage and collect them all gver again

it

ALF, the Alie
teletisione she
1990, ALF I
Survashc yal b
Tanner & ot

aned irf chaldre

Trans
More Than

Pail

Trarsformens; the comic book, the cartoon

Funk and Junk: A Trip Down Vintage Lane

-

By Ana Komily and Kelly Beyer i
Funk and Junk is your center for B)'s memorabilia. BMu-

mierons items grab your attention &8 you enter the land
af your childhood nostalgia. Whether it is the Rainbow
Brite sultcage om your left or the stack of A-Team trading
cards on your right, Funk and Junk has semething for
every B0's child
Located at 106 1/2 M. Columbus St., this vintage shop
is ane of the most eclectic in Old Town, It carries every-
thing from bowling shirts to aquamarine vinyl fumniture
You gan find the Gumby figurine you lost ken vears ago
or pick up acopy of your favorite childhood book. These
thems and more, however, come at a price.  You can
spend hours marveling at the wonderful array of items
crammeed into these bwo tiny rooms.
Jeff, the store or, balipvey that within the next
couple of there will be a huge market for the store's
- merchandise, " People regret throwing away these valu-
able things, but throwing them away actually makes
them more ¥aluable,” he said. Teenagers and coliechors
form the main market for these items. According to Jeff,
hera o for the thems they can use, such as a Straw-
E% ortcake lunch box for a purse, rather than a talk- 4
i il

el doll for display purposes only,

mﬁma]l as the store ig; it i jam-packed with 80's good-
“ness and unique wares, There is something to satis
everyone, no matter how discriminating their taste.
trip to Old Town cannot be complete without a visit to
Funk and Junk. Says junior Autumn Brown, “Funk and
Junk hag 3 vari late 7lFs and early B('s clothing
and “junk.” 1lowve funky stuff like that

geries, the toy, the phenomenon: Itall began
in 1984 with the advent of Hasbro's Trans-
tormers achon figures. An action figure, with
design rooks in Japarimation, that could turn
from a humanoia struchure qoa sporty auto-
mobile withjust & few simple gyrabons The
remize was classic, an ancient struggle be-
good and evil robots,
wiho fust happened to frans-
form- into cars; triscks, air-
planes and other objects.

T'he initial success of the
action figures led to an and-
mated ftelevision series.
which expanded the stor
line and spawned a .EuJ'E
gscale movie in the lake
1580's. After the cartoon se-
nes enced, the action fi :
continoed tosell heowphout
the Late B0 and Hasbro con-
tinually expanded the story
tine with dorens of mew
characters.

The first seneration tovs
evenially died out along
with the comic book series,
However, in the early 1990, & second gen-
eration of toys emer bringing with it a
new animated series: Tansfornrers Gerertion
2 . The second generation quickly became
known as the Beast Wars, This awand win-
ning television series is widely praised by
critice and does very well in itz rati oa
egory. Ithas achually done well eno that
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Getting Down With Fraggle Rock

Sarah Biersack

The Jim Henson production with familiar fra . donzers,
gorgs, and the all knowing, talking trash-heap is back. The Od-
yeeey Channel is featuring the celebrated children’s show, Fraggle
Rock , Monday ~Friday at 7:00 AM and 5:30 PM, As if that's not
enough, its animated counterpart will be airing Saturdays at 8:30
A,

]"-Ea:rlhlnﬁ:cm.ﬂd keep a child as entranced, as glued to-a televi-
sion than Fraggle Rock. This .‘-:nrﬁu-tten dream land of & pubterra-
nean puppel world captivates all the senses with happy ditties,
hyperactive fraggles, energetic doozers, and a motley of colorful
characters. The show’s inventiveness mamphed in gethng the
attention of kids and its success kept the show in production from
| 933 b 197

While flying aver the Atantic ocean Jim Hensan originated his
idea of a show depicting world peace. "What the show is really
about is fe griting along with other p-ﬁDpiEJandundErﬁhIhf-
g the delicate balance of the natural world. These are topics
that can be dealt with in a svmbolic way, which ie what puppéts
basically do all the time.” Henson said.

Woozle Warld ?_In the early stagea of its ongmation, Fraggies
were drawn under the name woozles, After woozles, a 19604
moppet seres named Prackles influenced a new creature with
attitude and beat, thus the creation of Fr

Hill wag the suggested title for the show, but was too
wimpy from the start. The Henson show was renamed Fraggle
Rock, and the attitude and theme developed from there.

“Wie weant o deal with situations that childrén encounter, and
to-work through them in & way that will be helpful and at the
same time completely entertaining,” said Henson about his cre-
atian.

These musically energized, dancing, swimming, active 18 inch
tall moppets live in the mazes of colorful caverns: The main
Fraggles include Gobo, Wembley, Red, Mokey, and Boober. The
Digozers are half the size of Fraggles and create crystal towers for
them to eat. The garden of the Gorgs neighbors Prapgzle Rock
and houses the only anti-peace aspect of the show. Junior, a dis-
abeying Corg preys on the Fraggles, but never succesds in suc-
ceu;n"u].':,r keeping them captive. Fraggles must go through the

pietely computer eperated series known

a5 Beast Wars 2

pArnes.

The Autobots, or good guys, were led by
b Goarlens 4rd fus Gpﬁgun?us Prime. The

the fearless and just

ansrefals,  Both series’
have successful toy lines ag well as video

Beyond Pong

Gorg's kingdom to ask the trash-heap, Manjory, important ques-
tions. Philo and Gunge are rodents that live on and assist Marjory.
The only human is Doc, anobd man who attempis to invent things
that never seem to work. Hisdog, seems o know about
the creatisres that live beneath in the world berwath his home,
but his size prevents him from truly exploring the unknown.
All of the ereatures in the rock of Fraggles coexist in an unreal,
childish mannes. Problems do arise, but the 30's child secretly
kncws that {t will be solved. Today, we call shows like this po-
litically correct, & pejorative depiction of the 80's child experi-
ence.

crealiuTes.
TESCFUTCES.

Deciplicons, of bad gays, were
led by the evil and treacheros
Magdtron. Both races originated
in the famed Cybertron, an an-
cient planet millions of light
years away. Originally one race,
ihe transformers were split by &
bloady civil war which carried
over ko earth when hoth Awtobot
and Decipticon spaceships
crashed l_:niheplul:t.ﬂmhslcae;
fought over the fate of the earth-
lings, Autobois defending the

and #eﬁpuml;sdwa:ﬂing
to £ umans and pillage
the mrgl-r}r for Tesources.

The premise of Borst Wars
iz a prehistoric carth dominaked
by transformers in the form of
dingosaurs and other prehistoric
Both sides fight over the limited

Beast Wars i shown everyday at
130 on Pox and at 10:30 Saburday mum!ng

Catherine Thrasher

These days almost everyone has had & home
entertainment systemn. Most agree thet they are very

addicting. Only when a game is mastered are the players
lupp% think that the whole video game
ctare started i the eighties. This is far from trus.

In 1974 the first at-home video console was put on the
market by Atari, the Atari 2600, The game wias such
a hit that many other compandes tried to imitate if, usin
the chip. Nuﬂn; achieved the :iudc.ﬂis that Al?:n' did. A
this point a video game crage was building. umg\;:l:ﬂ
rebe-alﬁd video corgoles such as Fairchild C el
F, RCA Studio 11, and Mattel Intellvision, Eventually
everybody had & video game. Kool Aid, Cuaker Cats,
and even Chuck Wagon dog food had thelr own video
games. The public was overwhedmed.

In 1984 a crash in video ¢ purchases oocurmed.
Home computers became a ot more economical and
more popular. Mﬂﬁn't unﬂmten;rlmhaﬂd
Nintendo NES in 1 tthmgs s 1o pi Eﬁm

Nintendo dominated the market during m 's.
MNintendo has continued to be successful with Su
MNintendo and Ninterdo 64, and in competition with
and Sony Playstation, among others,
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Sarah Collins reflects on fer Bine spend in Soilzerland os o foreigh cophange stirdesd

Sarah Collins Spends
a Year in Switzerland

I T istent. The typical Swiss teenager's
_Er e C;‘!E“ weekend includes hars, discos, and al-
B Fyrner cohol. [ nobiced that; even though

Dishes
of India

Fine Indian Cuisine

Now Sat. & Sun
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Dine in, Carry out,

Free Parking
Open 7 days a week
Belle View Shopping Center

Weekly Lunch Special
$5 Vegetarian
$6 Non-Vegetarian

“It’s an experience but with cooking that is a cut
above most of the competition.”
-Washington Magazine

theme was moTe acoess o alcohol, the
Swisz behaved more responaibly.
There were hardly ever any incidents
of drunk driving.

achool i Switzerland is guite dif-
ferent from the States, For one thing,
everyone wears slippers in schoal.
The Swiss tend to be very neat. Bv-

Mo ene understood why L wanted to
do in exchange program fo Switzer-
land. [didn'teven roally bnow why, 1
kmew that I needad a year to discover
my true self. 1 lell inspired to discover
life and cultore in another country,
though never realizing how difficult

and reward- eLyone
ing amiBxperi- R stays in the
cewnis | FirstPerson AT
ch-imgﬁ has r the same
e i Sarah Collins By
the maost while  the
wanderful experiences in my life. teachers change rooms. There ane few

¥When | first arrived n Switzerland, T
was terrified. My knowledge of the lan-
prage was very poor and [ didn’t know
anyone, including my host family. The
first Few months were: painful to-get
through. MNo one understood what 1
was saying and I missed oy friends and
family. 1 was also dreadifully shy; so
that complicated oy life in many ways.
However, little by little, my French im-
proved, I became more outgoing and
held conversations with my schoal
friends. Four months info the exchange
and 1 was thinking in Prench.

Omnee | began to think in French, 1he-
gan by have fun, Switrerland is a beau-
tiful couniry, especially in winter. 1
learned howe to ski; [ went snowshoeing;
and 1 legrned how to party the Swiss
way. In Switzerland, the aftitude to-
ward pubs, aloohol, and discos is quite
different from America. In Switzerland
the drinking age is practically nonex-

or no electives, They ke classes in
all of the followmng areas: geography,
history, French, German, English, ei-
ther Italian or Spanish, math, physics,
biology, art, and gym. They go to
schono] from & 10 tod:10witha one and
a half hour hunch break. There's also
no school transportation. You either
walk, drive, or ride the public trans-
portation.

It is impossible to truly describe my
experience in Switzerland. [ learned
how to speak French rather floently;
| tearned how not to be afraid of ud—
ing a fool of ITI}'E#H,‘ I definitely
learmed how to be independent. Com-
Ing back ko Wesl Polomac as a sendor
has been, shall we say, interesting. T've
changed in many ways and I now
Ik at life from a different angie
Mothing will ever be able to match the
uniqueness of the experience.

= P T

Tl A

Mountaing of Swifzerland Fhato courtesy Sarab Collins

UCM Back Porch Thrift Store

Hours: 10 am to 8 PM.
Monday -Saturday

DONATIONS GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED!

November 17 1999
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Erwhermal I'u:li'rrs- Emity and Lanrrey Dckert shure miany intenests, Both work af Rossina's restauerand ond play for West
Potemdc's lacragse tpamy. The givls doy Bhaf the beot parf ahowt betrg fanires s being able to share clothes.

Twins: Double the Trouble

Erica Fonvielle
Wire Revorter

Mo matber how [&roor how close
tnge-tlutlwlmmmnad they will
have g 1 bond to-
w each ofher quiastiom one
aiks I8 bow mudidn the siblingy
have in common if they are not
raised fogether?
Scientisis have shudied tivins foz
vears and have different
on hiow and why act the way
they: do, Twins are obvigusly con-
nected binkogically bﬂmm:ﬂl'ger
netics but some believe that they
share a unique, mystic conmection.
Many call this bord & sixih
pefise OF exXiTasensOry percepiion,
The sbdih sense bebareen wins is
different from that of singletons be-
CAUBE PWINgS Cam express their ears
%ﬂmgﬁlﬁ. “chatting without

g

A the number of bwin births in-
crease pignificantdy; 35 percenil,
since 1994, the study of bwins has
become more popular One in ev-
ery 5 babies born a year willhave
a twin,

Many coses of exirasenso
recorded and are looked al by pe-
seanchens who want o know how
and why it ocrurs, For example,
Martha Burke of California expe-
chenced a brming and
tearing sensation, and
felt like she was being
cut in hwa”, while al
the same tme his
twin sister was flymg
over the Canary [a-
lands when her plane =
crashed. This i cne of
numerous examplés
that have b sxpori-
enced by bwirs all over
the world, althouogh
mosl  exirasensory
commiurdeations hap-
pen on & much smaller
scale and is a day-to-
day oocurrence.

Twins rateed in the
samp houss and in the
FAME  enviropment
Firre many charachetas-
tics incomamnon becass
of - their genetic
makeup. But few twins
who &rs arated at
birth and who eanite
later in Life have sur-
prisingly many man-

nets bn comeon, For example 58
old Barbara Herbert foumd her

bwin, Dephne Goodship. The

had been, adopied a2 bables.

into separate British families after
their mother comumitied sucide.
They grew up in different towns
outside of London and dropped
out of school when I;'h.:r were 14
years old. They both fell dowi
stairs at 15, which weakenad thelr
knuces, and both went b work for
the government, Both met thelr
hriasbancis at 16 in the Town Dance
Hall, miscarried (n the same
mmﬂ.,amd. bkrth b0 twer by
were both squea-

b blood andd high places

m:l deank thelr coffee , The
mosl ouirageous part was when
thay were reunited. They both
wWere wearing cream-colored

dresses and browm velvet jeckets!  wn

They had amazingly siemilar
fquarks and nicknames such as
“squidging” when they pughed
ther noses with the of tl'g
hands. These twing have been
ptudied for & few years and re-
gsearchers have discoverad that
have the same heart mummus,
allergies and I¥s & poinl apart.
After they visited Hmutﬁzl
week they went fo their separate
clties and mailed l;l;n'i-dt:;:i:ni
Birthday prosents, without know-
ing it. to cach ather... [s this all
coincident aor were these wins

The Loza twins, Adriana and
lot to converse about after school plans.

alike In g0 many crazy ways be-

cause of their genetic makeap?
Another ecample of twing who
wierp rounited afler many years
barned oot bo be totally opposibe;
A housewdfe from Michigan was
reumitied after 51 pears with her
fwin, a polisgh min who went an
rescue missons, The housewife
had bland hair and was covered
with jewels while e other had
almost all her hair covered and
acted =s if she was in church. The
nun talked aboul her adventures
ay she rescued people In Rwanda
and how she prays for hours at a
time. The housewife explained the
g In her life including

I 5 thiks
and caring for her family. Re-
searchar Eaves who inberviewed
the newdly reunited bwins gaid, " It
|'|.nr|i bo believe that ey car-
ried the same genetic lmprint”
Were these bwins an exception (o
the theory that though twins fve
in such differemt environments
et hawe slmilar houwghts and
Mo ome will ever know for
guire i bwrins Fave mystic bonds or
if their similarities are menely a co-
incidence, Many bwins are sepa-
rated af birth and are raised by
families worlds apart, who
knows... maybe somewhere oul
there, vou have & bwin that acts and

looks pust ke you,

meet in the parking

December 17 1999
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Looking to the new century...
Can Electric Vehicles Compete with Combustion

Engines?

Paunl Rukenbrad
Freatures Editor

Soor, there will be no gas statiems, Well, maybe not
soam, but certainly in the foreseeable fubure

The demand for Zero Emission Vehicles(ZEY) is
growing amid worldwide hype over the threat of
global warming and the greenhouse effecl. Every
major car manufaciurer is currently developing one
or several electric wehicle (EV) prototypes, and also
hybrid-electric vehicles which combine gasoline
engines and electric power. Currently there are three
automakers in the U.5. that have EVs available to
consumers. The government is playing a large pari in
speeding up the development and distribution of
LEVs.

Originally by 1998, and now by 2003, the
government had mandated that all major American
car makers sell a certain percentage of EV's from their
total number of sales. Also, tax breaks and other
financial incentives are being offered by local
governments to entice possible buyers.

California, known as a leading state in emission
regulation, has new ultra low emissions standards
planned to go into law according to EVWarld Online
As more siates adopt these laws, the number of electzic
and hybrid cars is expected to increase rapicly.

Ome of the major stumbling blocks that developers
of EVa have worked to overcome is the question of
range. The most advanced battery systems in EV's can
travel sbout 120 mides on one 'charge’. This has limited
the list of wses for the cars to mainly local trips, The

future of EV success depends on the development
better power systems to allow greater range. [deally,
owners of the cars will be able to charge their cars
encugh for a whole day of driving after leaving the
car ‘plugged in’ all night, using an electrical outlet
from. thedr home.

Major car comparies like General Motors and even
small companies like Corbin-Pacific began leasing
‘EV1's in 1996. Now that the mainly 3 year leases are
up, GM is offering to upgrade the cars of customers
who choose to renew beases. These new “generation
" EVa, new for the 2000 model year, come in bwo
versions, both vastly superior to their predecessors

So as the technology in the field of Electric cars
advances and prices go down, one can expect to se¢
more and more electric and hybrid vehicles on the
road, and someday, gasoline may become a thing of

the past.

THE VIDEQ SUPERSTORE

13027 Lo Jackson Hwy.  M28-A Balle Vew Bhvd
Fariax, VA 22033 Alexandra, VA 22307
(T03) 631-1114 {703} THE-2877

[
[Ee !

KEITH'S CONSOLIDATED
DRIVER EDUCATION

Teen & Adult Driver Programs ® Driver Improvement Programs
Thanks to All My West Potomac

(703) 250-3333

MIKE WARD

Instructor

Studente
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ﬁ

Counting Crows:

Not Just Another Boy Band

Erica Fonvielle
Kelly Mayer

ire Ers

The Counting Crows are an
exceptional band with their
meaningful lyrics and emo-
tional melodies they create a
type of music that suits any
mood. They possess a talent
that is superior to other bands
while the music they bring
forth passionately captures
their listener®s attention.

Adam Durilz i3 the singer,
songwriter, and decision-
maker, the heart and soul of he

Adam Duritz is
the singer,
songwriter, and
decision-maker,
the heart and soul
of the band.

band.

Dhiritz was born in Baltimore
in 1964 and his family moved
around many cities before they
settled in Berkeley, California.

He Iﬁlan writing songs in his
high-schoo] but did not
complete college. Dhuritz was
two credits short of a Bachelors
degree in lish when he
dropped out of the University
of California, He quickly trav-
eled to Eurppe and continued
to write mmesic. After a year he

answered a classified ad and
joined a band called the Hima-
layans,

In 1550 he j wiith his
guitarist [hﬂdl(:lﬁ::m and he
began playing regularly in cof-
fechouses, getting the name
Counting Crows from old En-
gsh' divination rhyme. While

was performing in the

make a demo tape, not expect-
ing miuch attraction. When the
demo tape was recorded the
rest of the band members
r)hwdtﬂm:bmthhﬂ 4
drummer Steve Bowman,
arganist Charlie Gillingham,
Duaritz was surprised to dis-
cover that the tape rapidly
ﬁad throngh the Weat Cost.
is brought the band nine la-
beel offers proving the Counting
Crows fantastic, mdescribable
ility. They narrowed the
label offers down to three:
Elekira, A & M, and DGC. The
band decided to rent an emply
Hollywood Hills mansion
where they began to record
their first albuwm.  Awgrest and
Everything After was their first
album, released m 1993 which
included the moving “"Round
Hera" and w £, catchy " Mr.
Jones”, This Chheceived a four
star review from Rolling Sfene
and the magazine said A
And Everything After was, “one
of the best rock reloases of the
year.” On MTV video
music awards they won an
award for best new artisan
video for "M Jones®,

Mext, the Counting Crows
spent 1994 touring North
America and Europe, only at-
tracting more, deserved atten-
bon and arity. Then as
ahruptly as they had emerged,
they retreatid back to San Fran-
cisco. Duritz never liked all the

Entertainment

attention and touring so he
found a much wanted slower
pace and was able to return to
realiby

After the band took a short,
needed break they began toea-
gerly produce their second al-

Duritz was two
credits short of a
Bachelors degree in
English when he
dropped out of the
University
of California.

bum. They once again renbed
a house to record in while the
drummer was replaced by the
drummer from the band
Cracker, Ben Mize and another
gultariar, Dan Vickrey, joined
the band. Recovering The Satel-
fites was released in October
1966, which inchuded the mean-
ingful, “Millers Angels” and
the emotion filled * A Long De-
cermber”,

Across o Wire-Ling i N ums
velepsed i "08. and This Desert
Life on Now. 2. This CD proved
once again the expressive and
exquisite talent the Counting
Crows demonstrate and will

l:ﬁll.tﬂ? continue as long as
in his mugic. The Counting
Crows for years have enthusi-
astically captured the souls and
aspirations of many fans 50
until decide o produce an-
ather . their fans will it
and anxiously anticipate the
next heart-reniding songs they
brilliantly devise.

Most common male names
Christopher 37; John/Johnathan 30

Most common female names
Kathryn/Catherine 29; Elizabeth 22

Most common male middle name
Robert 18

Most common female middle name
Anne/Ann 44, Elizabeth 22

Most common last names
Jones 19, Smith 15, Johnson 14,
Williams 11, Brown 10, Nguyen 9
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The Little Band that Could

If you know who Mo Potential s,
to paragraph 2. If neod, read one
]'g'-]un Fc-ﬁh%l 151 local bard that has
been around for
four vears. Thas
dymnarmic quariet
it made up of
Yest Polomac
grads Doug
Bentley, OQdie
Sotomayor, and
Mick Elhini and
Dave Mer L’.‘Ej.r
Onlike popular
boy bands, . they
p]:w their cwn
instrumenis and
write their own
music. Doug can
be found at the
mic singing the lead voecals and play-
ing guitar, all at the same fime. Yo'l
be impressed further still by Dave on
the six strmg frettiess bass. Odie
busts out with backup vocals and
bead giitar and Mick brings it all o-
gether on his drums.
'I:l'nug worzhat all B rausle for thig
which he bases upon personal
experiences. The band is mainly in-

[ wnopoTeNmaAL |

Velvet, a local band &ji?bt::n
Park, Maryland,

Mr far four years. The band

congizta of Joe Bmwkr, Joe

Calvarese, Andrew Walker, and

1 Jay McKinley. While foe B, does

lem:hru-:ah"n'lﬂ&.l'm guitar, Joe C.

4 backs him up with additional

vocals and guntar styles. Andrew

' addsatwmtmﬂhﬂbammﬂay
| hooks it up with the drums.

Joe B, writes the Iyrice forall the

ﬂmﬂ then they come up
the music together.

fluenced by Pink Floyd, NoFX,
Faith Mo More, and Guns W' Roses,
but they donot bry bo emulate other

-;:|||1||-I'“‘1 ¢

i
9
\

to Star

3 Lourbesy u

groupe. The band practices 2-3 imes
& wesk n a studio in the back of the
Hallin Hall Shopping Center. The 7
11 folks know well, They per-
form 66 times a month at local ven-

Bes,

The band most enjoys playing at the
Black Cator 14th 5t. They havea per-
ing uniform of khakisand a
ton down blue Mo Potential shirt
Ome of the band’s worst pérfor-
ing experiences: mwolved a clown
g-:wgud PI.:;n: chur oh in Mar_r,']and
They consider their best experi-
ences to be when the crowd is
gettin® down and funky to their

Dﬁdﬂl}r’n mBa!nmm ]-DI'H..'IﬂIL
“The ceiling was We were
m this, like, dm;ﬁmd thera-
were II.I:!- and shiznit!! IT
SUCKED!
The-band hopes to make this
l‘hii.r profession for life and
;rv-e already releaced two
a self-titled debut and

> lf-dm:n:lbt-.‘_l_ni
e

m- a.lt- haﬁv&h wEII—o

While jammin’ in the base-

-ml'll

groovin fumes.
Says Doug, “This is not a mere hobby,
we're lving out our child-
hood dreams.” 1F this i5
your dresm tog, Doug has
the advice for you, “For
any aspiring artists, listen
to fo'ts of Primazs and leam
what Mountain Dew can
do for your creativity.” No
Fotential started oot as a
simple garage band. Mow
they are focusing upan it
as their career. They just
recently put sigried to Sig-
mal b Modse Records. In
fact, they were quoted as
being “the [astest upoom-
ing band of the later 905 in this local
avea.” In additon, ™o Potential is a
strong supporter of the local scene.
They 1l offer help toany struggfing band
that contacts them.

The barnd s second CLF comes out on
the 21stof Wovember, Doug says abonat
the new CD, "The recording is really
good. [t's meally hard hitking.” Check it
out. These reporters would also like to
thank Mick Elhink for the awesome
drumstick he threw at the wall

Juniper Lane

Corners Local Scene

Juniper Lane i& a fast rising con-
tributor to, the local musiz scene.
They re establishing themselves as a
house name on their upward climb
to the top.  Through their constant

erforming and the release of thedir
?mt CT, Counting, Juniper Lane has
developed a devotad
following.

Juniper Lane it a
four piece that sprung
from the collabora-
tions of several college
friends. Lead singer,
Vivion Smith, and

uitarist, Chris
Einnaui_a, write the
songs. Eddie Pasa
plays percussion,
while Brian Frederick
provides bass, The
band formed in 1998
to su the musical
endeavors of Smith
and Bonavia,

Their first release,
Counting, is available now. Stylisti-
cally it shows the influence of art-
fste such as Tori Amos, B.EM., and
Sarah McLachlan, but the CD
gcreams  out with originality. The
lyrics are a breath of fresh air from
some of the p music today.
They are deep and meaningful. Thay
present lewities that engage the

“listener, drawing them into the inten-
tions of the alburn. Tn “Tf 1 Should,”
the chorus includes, *[ dress myself

im all black, T stick the knife in my
own back, [ paink my face with false
tears, T swallow smiles that no one
hears.” This is the guality of
songwriting on this CL

The sound, too, i& unique. They
build off of a simple piano medley,
tying it all together. The
strong instrumentats hold
together the tracks, Cowbing
has aleven tracks providing
45 minutes of listening plea-
sure. The CD is-available
through the madl, at local,
metropolitan area stores,
and at live performances.

Juniper Lane haa the po
bemitial for success. Heachim
the top won't stop them
from doing what they love,
either en agked what
she’d do with the money
she’d pet when they become
E.ammE:Smith reaponded,
“Use it bowards m oLT
mext CDLY Their love of the
artand their meflow alt-rock sound,
will push them on to the top. As of
now, Juniper Lane s building them-
selves up, becoming a cormenstone of
the local scene, are a fast-miov-
ing local band to look out for.

JUNIPER LANE
mﬁ%m
NEW CD ON mm‘
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Mary Prankster: Aspirations of a J oker

Taking thit Baltimore area by storm is
loral indie-rock queen Mary Prankster.
¥ou may recognize the name from ap-
pearances on WHES 99.1 playing per-
haps her least controversial but shil bat-
ingly clever song " Blue
Skies Lhver
Dundalk.”
With sup-
port from
the radio
station ,
M ary
Prank-
ster and
the band
ma e d
after het,
congist-
ITHE of
drummer
Phal Tang and
[I'_l-]u‘. e L'.l:‘! M1
bass, piayed the Fall
HFStval A potty-mouth with punchy
Iyrics, Mary Prankster puls on a per-
formance with pizzazz. By day, she
glaves away at her job under her care-
fully hidden real name. By night she cul-
tivates her David Bowie-esque alter ego.
Barmed from ten clubs and run out of
the town of Frederick, Maryland for ber
controversial Tyeics, Mary Prankster
may not be suitable listening for young
‘v or the easily offended. But if you're
oking for slick melodies -:mgtled with
stinging words, shes the gal for you.

Interview with Margzrmkstﬂ
Ana: If { or when) you becoms a big
famous rock star, what are the first three
things you'll splurge on ficst?

Mary Prankster: Bibles, milk and fur-
thering my education. Not necessarily
in that order. (This is a school paper,
right?)

A: Do you have any advice for high
school bands?

MP: Get your parents to buy you as
much gear as possible while you're still
living at home. Birthdays, Christmas,
Hanukkeh, Kwanzaa- whatever. Ask for
equipment-good stuff. Get you Paul
Reed Smiths and Marshall stacks and
V51680 home digital recording studios
MW before you have to pay for it your-
self. This may be the best advice youo'll
ever get.

A: Have you ever had to compromise
anything for your music?

MP: Mever. Not that 1 haven’t been
asked to. I"ve been advised and encour-
aged to do things differently from the
word “Go.”

When [ was a solo acoustic act [ was ad-
vised that I'd never play any h-ﬁ gigs
just on my own- then 1 opened for the
Violent Femmes at the 9:30 Club.

Twias told that the lyr-
les on “Blue Skies
Orwwer Dundalk”™ {my
first full-length al-
Bum) ranteed it
would never be
played on the ra-
o then WHES
091 Fax
started
playing
the heck
ok of i,
1% we
been
banmed
from
layin
caky -:ﬁ'
Annapolis,
rum oul of
Frederick by
the police and
azked not o retum
10 a variety of Venues
up-and down the Eact
Coast for the things 1
say and the music i
play.
And vou know what? 1 wouldn't have
it any other way. My band rocks, my al-
b sound just like L want them to and
the people who get it REALLY get it
I you haye a vision and you chooss to
fodlow i, you can’f expect people kv un-
derstand. You'll never convince ey
do it your own way and let history

prove you right. Compromise is for
people Mﬁmﬂ-mﬂa

Phioto crurtssy of Pow] Records

MP: Not nearly often enough, if you
ask mir manager.

A: What are your musical inspirations?
M- T'm inspired by difficulty Things,
peaple, feelings that totally confound
me- that is what triggers the

ﬁwnﬂng responge. 1 think. I'm mot
v sure what makes me do it.

As far a3 musical heroes go, | don't have
any. There are bands and musicians 1

A . like, brut
What o neme that
have “T hope to hear renditions of md'E e
een ] 0
our our songs done by high school Ay
sl marching bands across want to
tigheiod country.” o had
Ll B | B : |
E-El't # bl}lFl.lIﬂ"H
expe- stars in
riences? riym&eywmmﬂyme

MP: Best experience: Fletcher's, No-
wember 24th, 1999- our release party for
"Roitlette Girl.” In addition to our band
( featuring Phil Tang on dirams and Jon
E. Cakes on bass), we had string play-
ers, horn players, two guest mntarists
and my best friend, Wenona Daniel {
who also did some vocal production on
the album), and her sisters singing gos-
pel Ita really cool to be ableto rock boa
sellout crowd and leok over and see
our best friend next ko you on stage.

arst experience: West Lafa te, Ini-
ana in the basement of a frat house. The
less said the better,

A: How often do you prachice?

s T

dn}rnurmvem“}rhlfecple
that may be offended by your lyrics?
MP: Lighten up, you humorless
wretch

A: Do you have any aspirations for
music?

P: If the new album takes off the
way its supposed to, I hope bo hezar
renditions of our songs done by high
school marching bands across t
COURNETY.

A: If you believe in reincarnation,
what were you in a past life? What
will yoa comi back as?

MP: In & past life ] was alse a contro-
versial rocker with a big vocabulary
and n bad attitude who struggled

against the system and died penniless
and sarcastic. Next fime T hope to comu
hack as a tone-deaf venture capitalist.
A: Do you ever want to quit your daj
ob?

11"nelf-l=': EVERY. SINGLE. DAY,

A; How was playing the HFStval?
MP; Fantastic. I'm amazed at hos
suppaortive WHFS has e A
local music and general. Its cool 1o se
stsch a nationally esteemed stabion see
ing what it can grow In its own back

ard.
;medb]ewmt:waymmdun‘
E‘e:mphynunydl-awnw-dandlh

ds gave us mad love as soon as we hi
the stage. A real “rock star moment”
I'm grateful to everyone i
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Finding her way to America

BjDI'k Is A New Level Of Unique

As the millennium approaches, with
all the craze of Y2, the music scens also
has taken a turm. Techno s the most hip
music and flows with crazy dancing
thythms, instrumental keyboards, D]
remloes and elechonic sounds. There-
fore what better time than now to bring
to everyone’s attention the “lcelandic
Diva,” better known as Bjork, whao has
been a mapor confributor if nof creator
of this new craze with her own experi-
mental music that 1s beyond any defi-
nite classification.

Her one of a kind vodee and oniginal
techno styles have even landed her such
tars a8 Madonna, and awards to the
pnax! This lcelandic native has been set-
Bng a new trend in musie gince she was
11 and nvow rocks music internationally
with her blend of techno, jaze and
classical. Throughout the world she has

gained such nicknames s "The Cueen
i of Ice™ |, "The Icelandic Pixie™, and even
i the “Child Woman.® Althoopgh she is nok
b as popular inthe Unifed States as in

*other countries, she contributed to the
exciting Tibet Freedom Concert here in
the 1.5, in 1996, To sccount for ber
unigue style one must consider her past,

Bom in 1965, Bjork gréw up inca hip-

pie commung in Toeland and attended
music schood at @ Very young age, con-
centrating on stch studies as the piano,
fAute amd voice

Biork was rebeilious from the start.
In an interview with Seventeen Maga-
zime in 1997, she said " Teschers in
schioo] were teach-
ing 300 yvears of
German music and
calling it classical

Rolling Stone. However, the sales of th
record made her a star in the 11.5.. 5}
followed up with albums, Post, Telegran
and Homogemic

Bjork has been nominated for Gramm
Awards, MTV avwards and Bntish mus
cal awards. O of the most surprisin
awarda came |
1998 when sk
wias virted woms
of the year b

Why couldn't mu- readers of the Bri

sic from other M e g h a ish Weekly Mus

rts of the world T paper by Melod

called ciassical? Maker., Prince:
Driana came in second!

«The headmaster of my music school
had mie up in his office a lot.”

The start of her music caresr was in
her sarly feens when she formed bands
with friends. At one point she and her
Friends became s annoyed ai the fact
that there was never any good misic
played on the radio stalions that they
started their own pilot slalion and
played their own music,

By 1983 she and her [riends had
formed the group Kukl and she mar-
ried band member Thor Eldenand.

With the band, Bjork toured Burope
and developed a jazzy, political, post-
Eu.nj: music style. Like most bands,

ukl broke wpand at the age of 19 Bjork
gave birth to her and Thor's son. She
gave birth on the same day she became
a member of the band, The mubes,

Biork's solo career started in 1992
when the Sugarcubes split up, along
with hesand Thor. She and her som
mored o London where she became in-
fluenced by the British dance scene,

Writing songs irfher native Icelandic
tongue and tmmlahng them into En-

sh, Byork has enjo b sucoess
T
Her first album Deutt was trashed b}'

Like most stars, she has many lans an
the o casional stalker. One of her fana
Hadm'ma. The title track, * Bedtime Six
n::a.. on Madonnas last CTF, was writhe
by Bjork and Nellie Hoopue

anaging an amasing carcer, Bock hs
been 3 major generation X-influenc
Mowr al age 32 she continuies o impre:
musie lorrets | many of whom ook fo
ward fo her new single, “All Is Fuall €
Love" due pul in June in the LTE {(zormy
and later o make its Wy hese, o onir
azain blow misic critics through the nx
in Ameerica:

Move Over X-Files

Duchovny have agreed 1o do a sec-

ond movie following this television
Jen Groner e

' Focus Editor Last yvear's season finale left X-Files”
| fans at the edge of their seat. Agent
|
|

Tell me it isn't so! The X-Files Fox Mulder found himself with a se-
are coming to an end? rious illness, and agent Dana Scully
According to the New York was on the brink of a source of life
Daily News, Chris Carter, cre- This season opened with Mulder
ator of the X-Files, is writing this locked away in a mental institution,
seasan’s 22 eplsodes &8 & wrap- and it has many surprises in store for
| up for the entire show, but ke the common waicher a3 well a3 the
says it may continue into next  long Hme fan.
|| season. Thie Lose Gunoen ane scheduled b
- However our Mulder, David
| Duchovny, has a contract thal
expires after this seagon, and he
gays he 45 not coming back
Duchovny believes that the
show can go on without him
That would leave his partner
Scully, played by Gillian Ander-
s0m, whose contrack does not
expire until the seasorafter this,
all by herself,

Many fans are opposed to the
continuation of The X-Files,
without Dichovny, but nobody
reaily knows where it will go
next year Both Anderson and

“Chris Carter
explores uncharted
territory in his latest

science fiction epic
Harsh Realm”
-X Files Magazine

season s fill

bi
Muorris Fletcher,

The Well-Manicured Man, who we saw
blowing himself up out of his imo in the
movie, has a few a rances in this sea-
somn, pethaps in a i‘%.;us.l‘d:-a.».:l-eth or maybe he
iz actually alive

Chris Carter ‘s contract akso expires after
this season, but he is worki
ing a new show, Harsh Relm, According
to Carter the show is s, "Blend of mythol-

As Old Classic May Be Put to Bed, Chris Carter
Invents a New, Harsh Realm

in many of the episodes, and the
with characters from the
st including Mimi Rogers, as Agent
ley, and Micheal McKean, as

ana Powr

om produc-

opy. the supematural, humors, fantasy
and romantic longing. ” The plot cen-
ters-on 'Lt Hobbes, whi & sent out o
get Lt Whaters, a soldier who never re-
turned frorm the military’s virtual real-
by gyatern, The Harsh Healm. Lt Wa-
ters has sided with a military genaral,
Ornar Santiagn, who entersd the system
long ago. Santiago has Ggured out how
to escape the realm and he poses a thoeat
to Hobbes, who is forced to control this
realm

According to a recent poll on the
internet, 4 percentof X-file's fans expect
Harsh Reslm to succeed. Hopefully this

show will help relieve fans’ gref over the
eventual loss of The X-Files

Characters agend Foully omd Moider
Jrom Chris Carters show The X-
Files, Yome fans can't imagire
splining the paly, and wonld rather

v 3

& »

—
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Looking forward to a good season
Upcoming Movies on The Silver Screen

Clarke Whitehead
Wire Reporter

The Holiday Season has always been a big time for
the movie studics. They bring out the movies that they
believe will draw the attention come Oscar
nomination time. Both Titanic and 5 re In Lope
debuted in December and both won the Academy
Award for best picture.

This year many films are for the chance to be
nominated. They will join the ranks of such 1999
Oecar-caliber warks such as American Bemedy (which
is the favorite at this time), Three Kings , The Insider ,
The Straight Story , and Being John Malkooich but, can
Maﬂﬂamm]:m CarreJ’ or Tom Hanks beat the
powerful at Kevin Spacey gave in
American u!y (3

Orscar winner Matt Damon (Good Will Huntmg,
REounders ) is the Htle character in Oscar winning
director, Anthony Minghella’s The Talemted Mr.
Ripley. £Th}' an ambitiois American {5 sent to Ttaly
in the 1930’5 to find and bring back an old friend
named Dickie Greenleaf, a errant b
Jude Law {GaHacs ). Onee 'Ph? niwﬂsb?

fove wath Greenieaf's hhlrdﬂrmltaf
himgelf, Ogear winner G Faltrow [Shakespanre
i Love, Emma ) plays Greenleaf's rich wife,

The three became great friends, but all things must
corme to an end and when they do, Ripley decides to
kill Greenleaf and take his identity. It was shot on
location in Venice, Rome, Maples, and Mew York.
Anthony Minghella's beauti adapratmn of The
English Patient, his last film, won him the award for
best director, which means that The Talented Mr. Ripley
‘s chances to be nominated are large as well. (Dec. 22}

The Green Mile is the one o watch come Oscar time.
Itstars Tom Hanks { Saving Private Ryan, Forrest Gu
} as Paul Edgecomb, a death row prison gll;la.tﬂjJ
Ed]f;emmh ]135 to waich John Coffey | a seven-foot
300 pound African American convicted of
murdering two Em.mg girls. Coffey has healing
powers which Edgecomb soon discovers: He
questions his views and realizes that putting Coffey
ta diath would be the worst thing that could possibly
be done, Tom Hanks can be the best achar
of the decade. He 18 a shoe-in for an Oscar
normnation, but he has some tough compehtion from
Eevin Spacey The director iz Frank Daraboul, who
won an Osear for dirécting the Shareshank Redemmp o,
Written by Steven King as a six serial, The Green
Mils' =:aure to be a hupe box office success as well as
& favorite of the eritics. (Dee, 100
Andy Kaufman was an innovative, eccentric, and
igmatic comedian who changed the of his
time. In Man On The Moon, Golden Globe winmer,
]imCunE].r{ThﬂumEhmMMhtm i, thie master
of the Eﬂ'a ys Andy Kaufman, the
mauter of di T0's I‘he movie traces
Andy's life &nmhﬁhnﬂnmhﬁdmmuflmwgmm
in 1984. Also in the movie are Courtney Ll:lvewhu
Andy's best friend and love, L»
]?lk:r}rui}r Dentn*whuwmm'[hmwﬂﬂrgufmmu amd
Shapire, Kaufman's er; and all of
E.mhmh}gcmﬁhu dies from Tri emq:-tmgl'm].r[hnn.
With the snub of Jim Carrey for last years The Truman
Shonw |, he s almost assured an Oscar nodd, He plays
Andy so on key that he wouldn't get out of character
the entire shooting exactly like the real Andy before
hirm. Mar O The Moon iz directed by two-time Oscar
winning director. Milos Forman who won for One
Flew Ower the Cuckoos Nest and Amadens, both of
wihich won best picture in the past.

New record no.4...

More Appealing To Old
Than New STP Fans

The Stone le Pilots {STP) have ahwa
considered a rock without a niche. In the early
half of the decade, during the grunge craze, some con-
sidered them to support it, while others pointed to
STF'e role in it's demise. were always looked
om as followers of the styles of other bands, unable to

their own sound or ideas. They webesn
l:aied]urmaﬁfachﬂue}ra:eagrmthentadfmdc
ba:u:l Their latest, and their last album, Mo 4,
seems to be a sort of last hurrah for a band who does
not fit the rock landscape in which they now find

Kurt Gron

themsebves. The likelihood of another commencially
?c:pu'hr release is not likely, due to the incarceration

t least a year of STT singer Scott Weiland on
heroin :-ha:gﬁ This will inhilvit their touring, and
their populanty and relationship with radio are bath
Waning.

Thl'-."i.l‘gﬁ.fﬁt album, Core, was a guitar oriented, alber-
native rock masterpiece which a few radio
hits and brought STF to the attention of EJI“bhc at

Their second album, Purple, relea
was their best album, such radio hits az,
".-"a.quJnE “Interstate Love Song”, “Pretty Penny”,
ﬁg Empty.” Their ﬂ:u:d album strayed into pop
W lﬂ‘I.EEI songs and sing along choruses,

Mo 4 combines elements from all three previous al-
bums resulting in a sort of best of styles and ideas
and is a fitting end to a talented band. The only cur-

rent radio hit off of Mo.4 iz “Down”, a Coreesque

with & strong grunge influence. Mmﬂmhﬂaﬂ.m
i3 typical STF. Later tracks such as "Sour Girl", incor-
porate a softer side of STP with sing along chores and
catchy tunes. Other high quality tracks inclade,
*Pruno” and *Glide". Eq:tmtrarimarea litile hard om

the ears at first, but with repeated can beap-
preciated for their complexity and abili Surprise.
A couple of songs however, especially, p.el’kﬂ.mtn - are

weird and seem almost to be elevator music. En:mgs
of this type have no place on a 5TF album, or any
album.

MNo.4 is a decent CD which provides a nice listen for
STP fans, but to the non-5TF fan may be a little unin-
teresting or even unlikable. However, a fan of eatly
nineties bands such as Pearl Iam or hirvana will find
this album to be a throwback in many ways to the
heyday of grunge; which is not y a bad thing,
judging by much of the music coming out today.

Mait Damon stars as @ viliain in the new
upcoming movie, The Talented Mr. Ripley,
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Sports

In The
Numbers

9.86

Score freahman,|
Christine Robella
racieved o win a

Gymnastic event

16

consecutive win-

seasons b

focthall teanr

21,803

carsar net yards for
Chicago Bear graat
Walter Payton

7

number of extra

number of freshman
trying out for this
years crew taam

2

returning male swim-
mers whoe weni o
siates last year, fun-
lor Greg Landrum and
sophomore Jacob
Bennatt

17

copsecutive years

thatRedakin
carnerback Darryl
Groan has had af
leasi ene Intercep-
tion

76

number of poinis
scored by the Waolvers
ines footbhall team in
a rout against Falls
Church, a school
racord

2

highest rank In the

hisfory of the Virginia
Tech football pro-

gran.

Wire

: m&g; Both Payne Stewart

World Mourns Loss of Sports Heroes

with several agenis were

Trevor Gibson on board came ag anunex-

S,trnrr.s Editor ected: slap-in-the--face.

e R ' of atewart was heading lj‘L-Z
just one wee WOkl O Texas to compeks in t

sports was rocked with the loss Tour Cham ch}:mh:ips in
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Swimming

With the winter sports season fast approaching, the West
Potomac swim and dive team is preparing for another
astounding season. The members are very contident and look
forward to a successful season. There are a number of veterans
leading the team this year, each with high expectations for
the season

The swim team, coached by Mr. Bob Lombardi, is looking
forward to another fun and rewarding season. According to
Sophomaore Allie Kunzig, last year the team had a lot of strong
leadership, especially from the upperclassmen. Kunzig said,
“Swim teamn was a great experience for me as a freshman lasi
year bacause | met a lot of new people and had a great time. 1

can’t wait tifl it starts again.” The feam was very talented, with
& swimmmers going on to regionals and 2 going on fo stales
{current Sophomore Jacob Bennet and Junior Greg Landnum).
The team hopes to be a major contender this season and
anticipates another round of exceptional performances from
ifs veterans.

The dive team, coached by English Teacher Me. Allen
Johnson, has especially high goals for the upcoming seasen.
The dive team had several strong leaders last year and
cammitment from everyone, but still expects a better season
this year. Sophomore and dive team member Sam Ray said,
“The keam is going to have a great year because of hard work
and determination from the whole team.”

The swim and dive team should be very successful this year
because of determined leaders and dedication from all
members. “It's definitely takes a lot of hard work and support
from everyone,” said Sophomore Kate Brown. “And, it's worth
it.”

Indoor Track

The *88-00 winter track senson Ipoks to be very successfull
for the Wolverines. The boys team had a good season last

year and is looking for even better results this year. The
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team placed 3rd at the District Championships last year as
well as strong showings at both the regional and state levels,
and hopes for a higher mark this year. Led by senior captains
Carter Chandler and Casey Reardon, this years team looks
\a be as strong as ever. Key performers will be seniors Jerry
Harris and Jermie Harris, juniors Jamaal Mills and Marquis

Caoftie, and the captains.

The girls team, after losing Yolanda Thompson, Keila
Williams and Andrea Gun to graduation, will look to new
athletes ta continue thier success, The girs had a hugely
successfull season last year, winning both the District and
Regional Championships, and finshing well at the states
level. The girds team locks to get key help from senior
Jessica Bolton, junior Meghan Hoffman, and sophomores
Katie Storck and Dee-Dee Richard, This winter looks to be
an exciting and suecessful season for both the girl's and

boy's teams-,

Basketball

The West Potomac Varsity Boys Basketball is about to begin
their new season. After last year's less than stellar season
where the team lost more games than they won, many of the
returning players are hoping for a rebuilding year with new
talent coming on the team.
undefeated 9795 season many players were disappointed
at the many losses the team suffered during the "98-°09
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Many returning players who are Seniors are hoping to have
a god season to end their last year at West Potomac, Some of
the returning players this year are seniors [usiin
Brandenburg, 5am Oakley, Hart Ebersole, Marcus Tyler,
Gabe Williams and Beandon Macon as well as junlor Kevin
Green. The players are hoping for success despite this being
a rebuilding year and to expand on last year's winning tofal.

After returning from an
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