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Many families are going all-out this year in decorating their homes, like this one
on South Kings Highway for the holidays. One family, the Whites, carve famous
pumpkins every year. One of this year’s pumpkins (bottom right) feature local boy
Ben Sawczuk (top right); who was hit by a car and was sent into a two-month coma.

Carving Out a Holiday Niche

Laina Schneider

Buisness Manaager

For two families in the community,
holiday decorating is mote than just a
string of lights or a jack-o-lantern. The
Whites and the Farmers recieve ﬁfjdespread
recognition every yeat, for their over-the
-top decorations. )

“It has just become something that the
neighborhood loves,” said father Rick
White of his family’s tradition. Every
year, Whites family carves dozens of
pumpkins to display in their front yard for
Halloween. :

For a family thatloves celebrating holidays,
Halloween is a perfect opportunity to go all
out on decorations. The Whites are always
over-the-top in their now famous pumpkin
carving, and every year, they add a couple

of more pumpkins to their tepertoite.

Their love for pumpkin carving started
a family tradition that dates back eight
years. It takes patience and preparation, but
results in a huge display of pumpkins across
their front yard. They usually average 20 to
25 completed pumpkins a season, but this
year, White and his family set a personal
record of 32,

For the Whites, pumpkin carving is not
a holiday obligation; rather, it has become
an event to look forwatd to. The pumpkin
process begins with a family discussion
on what desigas should be featured that
year. Every member of the family gets to
choose a few designs for the pumpkins.

. These are not just old-fashioned jack-o-

lanterns. The Whites have found ways
to spice up traditional holiday designs,

incorpotating pop culture celebrities like
Hannah Montana, Zac Efron, Captain Jack
(Sparrow?), and SpongeBob SquarePants.
In an election year, it would not be
sutprising to see a candidate’s face on a
pumpkin accompanied by an image of the
White Flouse on another pumpkin.

After fresh designs are chosen, the
White family has to select the petfect
pumpkins. Each design requires a specific
type of pumpkin. For example, images of
people require longer, thinnet pumpkins.
For landscapes, rounder pumpkins work
better,

“This year, I had to place a special order at
Safeway to get enough pumpkins, to do all
the designs we wanted. When they came in,

See Decking, page 5

History Teachers Travel Abroad as Part of New Program

History teacher Hassan Mims (back row, center) was one of
thefourhistoryteachersatourschoolwhotraveledoverseas
to participateinanew program, Deliberating in Democracy.

: Laura Howell

teachers in different countries”’

Photos Courtesy KRT/MCT Campus, Erin Coggins, Erin Parker, Kate O'Connor

Photo Courtesy Mr. Mims

Reporter

Where in the wotld is

- Azerbaijan? ’

Azerbaijan is a country that is
very important to a great deal
of our Government students.
It is located in western Asia
between Iran and Georgia, near
Russia.

Four teachers at out school,
Emily Millians, Matt Toothaker,
Hassan Mims, and Salvatore
Olivo, participate in a special
ptogram,  Deliberating in
a Democracy (DID).
“Deliberating in Democracy is
a program that promotes civic
education actoss the globe
by connecting students and

said Toothaker.

5 The Constitutional
Rights - Foundation (CRFC),
Constitutional
Foundation (CRF) in Los
Angeles and Steet Law,

Inc. have founded this six-

year teacher-based initiative.
This progtam is connected
to the Bush administration’s
democratization campaign and
will most likely remain funded
because of its philosophy and
goals. “Because this project
is federally funded, there is
requited evaluation of the
program and its participants
including students who
partdcipate in the delibetations.

Rights

See Democracy, page 5

Dramatic Crimes
Grab Center Stage

Paul Disselkoen
Sports Editor

In this area, violence is usually no higher than
other districts and the people live peaceful lives,
but the crime rate over the last couple of months
has experienced a rough patch from the 12%
decrease in 2006.

Almost every day, arca newspapers feature
stories about someone being tragically killed
or a robbery at a local convenient store. Not
until recently, however, have locals seen these
occurrences affect them in such close proximity.
Since the beginning of the school year, there
have been multiple occutrences where people
have found out about increased police activity in
our area. !

Last month, there was a situation in which a
woman was shot and killed at Huntley Meadows
Park, just five miles from our school. The
gunman then proceeded to get on a Fairfax
Connector bus with the handgun and travel a little
way down Route 1 to the Hybla Valley shopping
centet, whete he had a four-hour standoff with
the police.

Also, although the crime rates have steadily

gone down in the past, the rate in robberies has
gone up by 1.76% following the national trend
of an increase in robberies by 13% in the past
yeat.
- The increase in crime so close to home sent a
shockyrave through our student population. For
the first time, our school had a lockdown drill.
The rules for the lockdown required all classes to
close and lock their doors, close and lock windows,
close the blinds on the windows, eliminate a way
for anyone to see inside the classtoom, have the
class back away from all doors and windows, turn
the lights off in the class, and stay quiet until
instructed to return to normal learning, Students
were thrown off guard by this change in safety
regulations. Junior Elise Emmons said, “I was
walking through the hallways and got pulled into
a random classroom and I had no idea what was
going on. I was completely thrown off guard by
the lockdown, since for my first three years at the
school, we hadn’t had them.” Never have our
school hallways been ridden with lockdown drills
to ensure school safety.

According to the Faitfax County police captain

See Crime, page 5

Wachovia, at Belleview

This
Shopping Center was robbed last
month. Recently, there has been

many dramatic crimes in the area.



We all wait for winter break, debatably the best
break of the first semester. Tt is all some students look
forward to, but what exactly is the break for?

Winter break is based around the holiday of Christmas.
Fot people who celebrate Hanukkah (Dec. 5 - Dec, 12
in 2007), the negligence towards their holiday is sad.
Thete are approximately 6,400,000 Jews in North
America, which is about 2.1% of the three hundred
million, four hundred thousand population. This may
seem like a small percentile but, of the 6,400,000 in
the United States, 70,400 reside in Vitginia. In Texas,
there ate only 38,400, meaning the population of
Jews is more condensed in Virginia (The CIA World
Factbook). '

Faitfax County, being one of the largest counties

in Virginia, should realize that there are going to be
students who celebrate Hanukkah.
Some people at our school believe that thete should

_be a break for Hanukkah. “T celebrate Hanuklah

and I think its ridiculous we don’t get days off!” said
sophomore William Betz. Betz’s opinion is shared with
many other students who are not Jewish, “I think it’s
unfair that winter break is designated to the week of
Christmas, we should get another week off so everyone
is happy,” said sophomore David Burns.

However, some people are not for getting Hanukkah
off. “Students can take off school for any religious
holiday, and the week we get off of school should be
the weeck of winter solstice, or during the New Year’s
celebration. [There should be] no religious interference

Rants and Rave <

A RANT for Sean Taylot’s un-
expected passing. Our prayers
are with his family.

A rave. for Thanks giving
break!

Avrave for consistent cold
A RANT for the twelve teenag- weather. No more of that hot
ets killed in the Washington  and cold weather all in one day!
area in the last month.

Arave for Optimus Primel
A RANY for the tough He doesn’t get enough respect.

process of switching classes.

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to
the Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander, or e-mail us at: keley,
pierre(@fcps.edu. All submissions become property of The Wire,

Corrections

On the front page, athletic trainer Alisa Zamudio was incorrecty reffered to as
Alisa McDonald last issue,

Also, on the front page of last issue, the photo of Drew Reese was actually
courtesy of Ivania Martinez.

We sincerely apologize for printing a picture of the text of the Quran in our
first issue. :

a4

Colin O’Grady, English Teacher

in the state. Any [person] can make a religion, but ju
because someone says they talked to God, doesn’t me

‘they should kick kids out of school,” said sophomc

Patrick Commons. Commons has a somewhat secul
opinion.

Thete are many different opinions about this top
but in the end, it is the county that decides wheth
the students get any days off at all, and surely mo
students would rather have a week and a half off th:
noge at all.

The repercussions of taking days off for Hanukk:
would likely be a shorter summer by a few days, ar
perhaps even a shorter Christmas breale. This h
been the same for years, and for people who celebta
Hanukkah, it will be a celebration on 2 school night.

Insulting the Pastime is a Crime

After reading Mr. Dankmyer’s “Laughing from the Bench” column last month, T fe
compelled to leap to the defense of out national pastime. Taylor complained that basebs
was too low-scoring, that it was too slow; and that it was boring, He lifted up America
football, of all sports, as a model sport. I would like to know what he thought of la
Monday’s 3-0 game between the Pirates and the Matlins... wait... that was actually th
Steelers and the Dolphins? Enthralling stuff, those feld goals are. T would also like ¢
konow if he was excited by Sunday’s game between the Redskins and Buccaneers th
featured more fumbles (4) and punts (9) than it did touchdowns (3). Pethaps we coul
ask the English—the most passionate football fans in the world—what they think of th
Ametican version after the Giants and Dolphins played a stirring 13-10 game in Loado
in which the two teams ambined to complete 25 passes for 208 yards. Baschball? Naaaah,
it’s too slow. Give Taylor two lines of players who run into and fall on top of each othe
and then stand around for 35 seconds and talk about how to do it again, What’s nex
professional Red Rover? And who needs Spting Training and warm summer evenings 2
the ballpark when we can freeze out tails off in the rain and snow?

All that said, I may change my mind about liking baseball if the Red Sox win anothe
World Seties...

Only 78 more days until pitchers and catchers tepott,

THANKS TO OUR PATRONS!

Platinum

Sue Bernstein

Althea Cooksey

Emily & Paul Cooksey
Tony Fabrizio

Sam & Kirsten Hampton
Gina & John Howell

The Kuhbach Family
Ardieth Lupton

M. and Mrs. R.D, Lazenby Jr,
The O’Connor Family
Richdrd & Barbara Staples
Donna & Frank Tse
Kathryn Valdez

The Weisblatt Family

The Leisner Family

Grant & Maryke Schneider
Foxhall Parker

Renee Kinney

Gold

Oxwen Blair

The Ramos-Collier Family
Todd Dankmyer

Elaine M. Donovan

Ann Ebberts & Alan Evans
John & Linda Fagan
Linda Gower

Emily Griffin

Carmen Huaman

Mark & Jennifer Jones
Carole Kuhn

Martha & Steve Llewellyn
Louie Malloy
Joyce Narine
Juli & Terry Schull
Jean Sterne

Elizabeth Wilmot
Jill Snow

Cayl & Pat Bellas

The Slippen Family
Glenn and Theresa Smith
Susan G. Rehe

Silver

Diana Bradley
Kyle 8 Rae Butke
Monique Butcher

Paul & Susan Cambon

The Collett Family

Bronze
Continued

Tom & Matibeth Gerard
The Gerow Family
Sandra & Jon Gray

Bowman D, Cox Beth Hershner

Joe and Ellyn Dunford Fran Hicks (Dissclkoen)
The Frydenlund Family The Tlyas Family

Laura & Louis Genuario Rev. Keary Kincannon
Lee Hartignton Nena Kobayashi

The Hattis Family James Lewis

Cartie & Rick Leveridpe Phyllis Montgomery
Barbara Liggett Darrel Pierre

Mts. Candace Newbraugh

Allison & Tom Nied|
Kay Parker
Louis Sidney
Drew Smith
Sydney Smith

The St. Clair Family

The Stebbins Family
Toth Family

Teresa Dutch & Samuel Tyson
Rod and Dawn Williatns

Ted & Karen Stone
Meg & Chuck Silva

Kenneth & Jeanette Powell
bal Michael & Tracy Powell
5 Joan L. Reynolds

Andy and Kris Reese
Diane & Alan Schaum
The Schneider Family
Daniel Singer .

Sara Smifklette

Penny Thompson

Janet & Doug Whetzel
Lauretta Kiniery

Stanley and Susan Kolker
Mike and Flo Allen

Narasha & Donald Clarlk

Peter & Maureen Ad
Vincent Accardi

Bronze

Naney Adams

Jim & Gayle Alexander

Julie Al-Saadawi
The Barrera Family
Bonnie Brande

Monica Sims Crimmins

The Delano Family

Steve & Julie Dressing
Marianne & Scott Elbertson

Fitness 4EveryBody,
Paula & Joe Garrity

B Blue

Mr. & Mrs. S.E. Copeland
Rob Jernigan

Grey

Neil Burke
Rafael Centeno

LLC

Become a WIRE Patro-n!

Your donations to The Wire help us to pay for printing, supplies and journalism
conferences. For more information, call (703) 718-2572 or ¢-mail kelcy.pierre@fcps.edu
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\ Shannon Bowdring

Features Editor

Spring is for pansies, summer is too humid, and fall is just
another excuse for back to school shopping. So, whether one
enjoys snuggling up by the fiteplace, shredding the slopes,
ot slapping together another Frosty the Snowman, winter is

just tight.
Winter is the gift—or

Those slightly faint-of-heart can still get a kick out of
everything winter has to offer. Slap on some gloves, roil
together some snow, and the tecipe for a fun-filled afrernoon
of snowman making is complete.

Not one for the cold? Well, that is just another reason to

head over to 7-11 and trade in that Slurpee for 2 steaming cup

of hot cocoa (the peppermint syrup is always a nice addition).
Or, just stay at home, pour a warm cup of tea, and cozy up by
the fire. Add some snowflakes falling gently to the blanketed
world below for a picture wotthy of Ansel Adams.

The best part is that your day can be full of boarding,

snowmen and  hot

season—rthat  keeps  on
giving. Take the holidays,
for instance. Christmas,
l{wan:zjaa, New  Years, prefer
Valentine’s Day, and

throw Hanulkkah in there
for a winter primed for
celebration. Sute, fall has
Thanksgiving, but it is just
a poor excuse to get off
school. No one even gets
presents, Winter holidays
bring families closer and
truly celebrate the meaning

26% of Sm’c/ig;ts

Out of 100 Students Polled

: ”refer Fall

without
having to worry about
getting behind in all

chocolate

that school work.
Winter is the only
season  that  gives

students and teachers
“Get Out of School
Free” cards. Here in
northern Vitginia, all
the weatherman has to
do is hint at a snowfall

and the schoaol board

of togetherness. Where
would Lucy and Snoopy
be without Linus®

unsold.

Besides the holidays, think about the mountains of activities
winter provides—literally, All the skiing and snowboarding
aficionados can appreciate the powdery fresh snow blowing
through their hair as they race down slope after slope, not
to mention daredevil sledders who Hy down the biggest

neighborhood hill with their legs crossed.

meaning of Christmas” speech? Without
winter, the Grinch’s heart would stll be two sizes too small,
and millions of heatt-shaped boxes of chocolate would g0

Pmy Mary MciKnight; Graphic by Patrick Dunford

jumps into  action.
Nothing can compare
to the smile on a

child’s face when the rolling news strip at the bottom of the
television says, “Pairfax County Public Schools CLOSED.”
Who does not like to make children (and teachers) happy?

Winter spreads joy throughout all of Fairfax County, which is

saying a lot, considering the vastness of this region.

No matter what age one is, winter is the best part of the
year. Bven the old guys get an excuse to fly down to Florida
for three months, With all this season has to offer, it will
be a warm day in Antarctica when the winter wonderland

becomes a wasteland.

Holler “Happy Holidays,” Please

Mariya Ilyas
Managing Editor

“Tingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the
wayl”’
carol. Like many people, T simply take
patt in the Christmas spirit, but do not
celebrate the holiday on the 25th.
Christmas spirit begins with the

beginning of November. Every store I

Everyone knows the rest of the

walk into, my eyes are welcomed by red
and green. Stockings, trees, gift wraps,
lights, wteaths, decorations, and of
coutse, the husky red-suited man, are
all things that encourage Christmas, not
holidays. With jolly Christmas songs
playing, the rush at stores, and all the
huge sales, who would not be in the
upright spirit of Christmas?

Black Triday is the day after
Thanksgiving when huge sales offer
customers a chance to shop early for
Christmas presents. According to the
ShopperTrak’s Natonal Retail Sales
Hstimate, $18.1 billion was speat on
holiday shopping duting the Black
Friday weekend in 2006. Malls and
chain stores compete for the lowest
prices aver select gifts and items every
year. Just because I buy a camera does
not necessarily mean I am purchasing
it as a present for someone. I may
buy it for myself because it was at a
discount, or simply because so many
advertisements urged me to take part in
the jolly shopping season.

1 do not celebrate Christmas for
religious reasons. Although I believe in
the Prophet Jesus, T do not believe he was
born on the 25th of December. Instead,

as a Muslim, I celebrate Fid-al-Adha —
Feast of Sactifice. It commemorates
Abraham’s willingness to obey God by
sacrificing his son. Muslims believe the
son to be Ishmael, rather than Tsaac,
which is what the Old Testament says.
However, although I take part in the
spirit of Christmas — that is, singing
catols, watching [ Saw Mommy Kissing
Santa Claus, and exchanglng gifts with
triends — it does not necessarily mean
that I have a decorated pine tree with
pifts underneath it

spirit just for the fun of it?

While it is true that corporate giants,
such as Sears, Gap, Target, Kmart, and
Best Buy, have changed the greeting
of “Merry Christmas” to “Happy
Holidays,” the decorations and the
merchandise of these stores are meant
for Christmas only. When was the last
time you saw menorahs on store racks?
Or gift cards for Kyvanzaa at the check-
out counter?

Fairfax County is not only one of
the rchest counties in

at my house. Nor
does it mean that I
am a Christian.

Be
people, how many
holidays, othet than
Chtistmas,

&6 Who
honest,

exist

cannot take part in the
Christmas spirit just
for the fun of it? 99

the nation, but also one
of the most diverse,
tepresenting  a
range of ethnicities and

says 1

wide
religious  backgrounds.

Fairfax  County  has

certain lmits it cannot

between October 31st and January
1st? Halloween, Ramadan, Bid-al Fitr,
Thanksgiving, Hid-al-Adha, Hanulkkah,
Kwanwzaa, St. Lucia, St. Nicholas Day,
Weihnachtszeit, Dagur nemenda,
Winter Solstice, New Years Eve, and
New Year's Day. So, is it really fair to
greet someone with “Merry Christmas?”
Why not “Happy Dagur aeimenda™ or
“Happy Eid Muhbarak?” Let us make
our lives easier and simply say “Happy
Holidays.”

Aherents.com reports 76.5% of
the 15, population to be Christian.
Although the majority of Americans
follow the religion of Chiistianity, many

do not celebrate Christmas for religious

reasons. According to Cathy Lynn
Grossman in USA Todgy, 60 percent
of Americans cannot name five of the
Ten Commandments. If Christians
themselves do not celebrate Christmas —
the birthday of Jesus Christ — then who
says I cannot take pare in the Christmas

) GET YOUR FACTS STRAIGHT

v the Ten Commandments.

" $18.1 billion - total spent on

cross in terms of offending someone by
siding too heavily on one ethnicity, race,
teligion, etc. Thar is why the greeting
“Happy Holidays” is more often used
than “Merry Chrisemas.” And I do not
biame them for trying to make evetyone
happy during the holidays — hence,
“Happy Holidays.”

There ate no such things as holiday
trees, holiday wreaths, ot holiday hats.
If there were, we would all be happily
“fa, la, la, 1a, la, la-ing” after the words
“tis the season to be jolly.”

76.5% of U.S. Population is Christian.

60% of Americans cannot name five of

P

Phote by Clipart

holiday shopping in 2006.

Wednesday, December 5, 2007










€ expfﬁen ce, b

Odd ¢y

ut g

hed ¢




Erm Coggins
Pbotggr@ber o
My family, and my : 1 sclf, went to a nice sushi
:rcstau_rﬂnt one nig cohama, Japan, the country in
which we were curt g, After we ordered our typical
Japanese dishes, we hap ed to look at the table next to us,
- There was a party of people, using their chopsticks to eat

~ from a living, breathing fish sprawled out in front of them. |

Consuming a live fish is an exceptional dehcacy in Japan;
many natives eat from the fsh while it is still alive and must

. immediately stop eating once it dies. Once the fish dies,

poison is sent through the body and if the eater takes a bite, it

would be a fatal mistake. This is just one of the many unique
' aspects of Japan that sets itapart from the rest of the world.

1 was born in Japan and moved to Ameriez in 1996, when T

was four. Although my dad w v and we lived on
“an Amencanbase 1stll gotto j,apam:se culture. In
' Japan, everything feels like

The language, the cust:

different from thosé h

York City look like living in
the country. Thinking about
taking the subway? Well, accept

the fact that you will not bd
able to move one muscle in
your body. Japa also very
i erything available for pur

a hole through any co

went to the opera show the next
three-hour performance. When

opened up the front door, they

y had been robbed once again, except
thing was returned. All of their belongings

buse had been taken: their beds, bookshelves,
















Cha’Vais Summers

Sports Editor Ra P

It may have been Robert Byrd horsing around
in the hallways or catching touchdown passes
Priday nights, Robert Long walking around
our school with his quiet demeanot,

completely oblivious to everything
around him, or Robert Straus btinging
attention to himself by cracking
jokes and making everyone laugh.
Whichever one of these Roberts
crossed your path, you have
seen one of these young men
throughout our school. Now here

oo tem i rov s  ROBERT BYRD ROBERT LONG ROBI

they really are.

] , I am the guy you need when stuff goes
wds a Tlltee SpOIt ath.lete at our SChOOI Crazy. I am a E Y fﬂeﬂd to hﬂve lf Lj_fe 15 a precious Commod_lty and I

(football, basketball and spring track). He you get to know me. I love to play all Vvalue it. I live everyday like it is my

About lives with his Mom and i sisters. He different kinds of sports from roller last.
Me one dgy hopes to be aptofessmna] athlete. - hockey to rugby. I try to do the work
£lis Siends describe him s funay, funay before play but that does not work out
and fanny, all the time. I am a good student and
awesome friend. I AM BEOWULF!
What is.it like fobea 1¢'s really cool. Alot of Roberts It’s cool. It’s great to be Rob Straus. .1 don’t
‘Robert’? are successful, such as me. know abeout the rest of those SUTE.
What describes I don’t front, and I don’t go I am a cool, fun-loving guy. I am “Which way is the beach?”
you? backwards; I don’t practice and I quiet because I am cool.
don’t lack [talent].
i Hang out with teammates, and hel I play sports like rugby with m Boogie board, surf, Corey Gray
What types of things g ‘ p play sp gby y
do vou do oufside of  Jeremy Devalle lift w reights because he  brothers and video games with my  and the 'D“}{‘g}“ﬁm“
school? is so frail. friends.
What are your I am playing college football and Playing [baseball] with my friends College, go to Cal Poly with
plans for after high  majoring in Criminal Justice. at the RecCenter. Vbt
school?
If vou could be I would be Michael Jordan because Demetri Martin because he’s a Allen iﬁzam’i‘ﬁm, because hc is 2
anvone in the world, he is a smart, wealthy man, and hilarious comedian. swell guy with a tough attitude.

who would you be? everyone knows him.

L

Photos by Cha'Vais Summers

How to Survive the Holidays

1 Mary McKnight

Poll Editor

family, know the family history before you start packing, pretend you are a solitary

If you belong to a tense, emotionally bottled-up 1 If you are leaving town, as you are
a conversation. Avoid initiating any potentially monk who is going camping, which

Looking through the Ppages,

dangerous topics, especially on subjects of politics means three things: One, prepare to Some folks posin’ as thyme sages
or religion, as well as any hot-button issues of entertain yourself (i.e. books, , writing joutnz.l, I spit mad fire, if they want some, come to The Wire,
conflict between family'members. laptop, homework), because chances are you will I'll be here, thymes in my noggin
be looking for something to do when you get Tey to btimg’it my mind’ll be joggin’.
sick of just hanging out with your family; ewo, be N ke knock;ng on the wrong Yoo
_ prepared for any weather, warm or cold; three, After you see me, your brain will be so;-c.
If you belong to a large, loud family and are not do not PaCkEWMg ﬂleg.al &k embarrassipg. 1t So bring me some conflict,
feeling as boisterous as everyone else, find a quiet you ate sharing a room with snoopy cousins or . You’ll see what I inflict.

place such as the backyard or a secluded corner to
read. Also, see if you can find someone who feels
the same to hold a reserved conversation with,
because chances ate, you are not alone.

Straight wordplay on my paper,
So hot, turnin’ water to vapor.
I'm lookin’ forward to a nice battle
Gonna make all your cages rattle.

H o nk ol | e y Next issue look forward to the clash,
a st e ;
ve a list of potential excuses to leave the table or room All my words will cause a monster mash

on hand. That way, if you spot that perpetually If all else fails, turn the attention Chill, bro’s I'm just havin® fun,
- annoying family member walking your way 5 back to you. Chances ate your family Either way, don’t mess with number 1.

O 86 curious grandparents, the last thing
D 5 } you want is for them to find
: something private.

with greetings of “When I last saw you, wants to know what is going on in
you were just a baby” you will not get your life and it takes the spotlight
stuck fombling for a reason to leave. off the other problems going
Some suggestions: “Here, let me help around the dinner table. Mention what you
you take those dishes into the kitchen,” “I are learning in school, how your friends are
have to visit the restroom,” “I am going to doing, something funny you read online, or
get something to drink,” or “Is it hot in here?” a book you read recently. If that does not

Or you could try honesty: “I really do not want work, talk about cute fuzzy animals, That
to talk to you.” I would not recommend is something everyone can agtee on.

the latter.

Photos by Shannon Bowdring

Graphics by Clip Art
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