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Two high school students, Two Alumni, and One School

Emily Woods
Editor-in-Chief

On Dcccmber 8th, the first shots were fired on the campus of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University since one tragic day in
2007. Detiek Crouse, a univetsity police officet, was shot and killed when 22-year-old male Ross Truett Ashley, a student of nearby Radford
University, opened fire during a traffic stop. After the shots were fired, Ashley fled on foot to another parking lot where his body was later found. The motive
for the shooting is not yet clear at this time, but police have ruled the case 2 murder-suicide. An alert was issued to the university at 12:37 p.m., and the campus
was placed on lock down at 1:01 p.m. The alert was lifted at 4:31 p.m. and final exams scheduled for the following day were postponed. A memorial fund for the
fallen officer was created on the same day as the shootings. The fundraiset, "Hokies for Crouse" has raised over $75,000 and will be donated to the memorial
fund set up. Several students at Vitginia colleges and universities extended support to their peers at Tech via social networking. Trending local topics on twittet
included “DukesforHokies” and “HoosforHokies. “VirginiaTech” was also a top trending topic following the shooting.

Rachelle Husband: Prospective student g

The first thing senior Rachelle Husband did when she
heard about the December 8th shootings was text her
brother. At the time, Matthew Husband was a Tech stu-
dent pursuing a degree in Human Nutrition, Foods and [S58
Exetcise. He graduated on December 16th. But when,
Radford student Ross Truett Ashley killed an Army veteran and father of five, Matthew
Husband was still an undergraduate, and still on campus. Rachelle describes the moments
waiting for her brothet to respond as “nerve-wracking. I couldn’t concentrate at all in class
until I knew he was safe.” Having a brother as 4 Tech alum is one of the many connections
Rachelle has with the university that is home to over 30,000. She also spent four weeks on
campus this past summer as part of the Governor’s School for Agriculture. Throughout
the duration of her stay, she noted the changes the school had secured after the 2007 Vir-
ginia Tech massacre in order to ensure student safety.

“They made 2 lot of updates to their communication system. In every classroom and
hallway, there are black screens with words that ran across them in which important mes-
sages and alerts can easily be seen by the student and faculty”” Rachelle goes on to explain
how these changes were implemented as preliminary measures after the shooting four
years ago. On December 8th, it was these very measures that allowed for a lockdown of
the entire campus less than an hour after the first shots were fired.

The recent events shed light on the ways in which we receive and exchange mformatlon
Rachelle was informed of the situation at Tech just moments after it happened via Twitter.
Alehough many consider this easy access to information to be excessive and even detri-
mental, Rachelle is among the supporters of online feedback. She explains, ** It’s good that
there are avenues like Twitter and Facebook because it gives students who have siblings
and friends there some peace of mind regarding their safety.”

Laurel Quinn: Prospective student

When Senior Laurel Quinn was informed of the December 8th incident her immediate
reaction was, “Wait...another shooting?!” Quinn’s disbelief at the inexplicable odds of two
campus shootings within such close proximity comes from a personal connection to Virginia
Tech. “I consider Tech one of my top choices,” Quinn states, “T could definitely see myself
there,” The 19-year-old cites several reasons why she wants to be a Hokie, mentioning the
in-state tuition and large population as pluseé. Her latrgest motivation, though, lies in the fact
that it is only one of two schools in Virginia that has her intended major. “If T want to study
Animal Science, it doesn’t make sense to go anywhere other than Tech” says Quinn.
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Courtesy of R. Husband

However, the recent chain of events may have Quinn second guessing these aspirations.
She elabgrates, “It does make me a tad bit scared, considering this is the second shooting
at Tech in the past four years”” Many consider Quinn’s apprehension regarding whether or
not to attend the school to be cotnpletely normal. Oth-
ers atgue that traumatic events are just as likely to occur
America. But what renders
about the university is more

on any other college campus in
this high school senior uncertain
complex than these opinions.
that the tragedy four years ago;
Quinn is 100 percent South Ko-
and stayed in her home country
was adopted. Now, almost 19
-articulates the grief and humili « ation felt by her country in
2007, after Seung-Hui Cho com- mitted the deadliest shoot-
ing incident by a single gunman in United States history. “People would make jokes about the
shootet’s ethnicity. It was hurtful, because it implied that all Koreans are like that. We're not.”
wWhen Quinn found out that the gunmen '
! involved in the December 8th shooting was
not of Korean descent, and allegedly had no
connection to the school, she was relieved. She
el ad.rruts that although she remains a bit skeptical,
the recent shootmgs will not have a significant impact

“You have to remember
that was my nationality.”
rean, She was born ovetseas
for almost a year undl she
years later, she poignanty
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Rachelle may even join the Hokie team :
herself. She has applied to Virginia Tech, and as h
she awaits her admission decision, she chooses to
foeus on the university itself and not the external
forces that have affected it. “Stuff like this can hap-

pen anywhere. This didn’t happen because of Tech’s se- \k
carity or their students. My decision will not be dissuaded &,
at all by the fact that there have been shootings.” b
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An eyewitness tweeter
Peter Coffey, a West Potomac alum and sophomore
at Tech, tells his story.
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“The whole thing happened on reading day, basically the day before finals start and

you do not have class. Iwas upstairs on the top floor of the dorm,

on her final college decision later this spring. “There’s 110 way to be
 certain things like this won’t happen again. Who knows what could
¥ happen next year if T go there? It’s just a chance you have to take.”
I R T R I N S TS

_. /" @proff69: VT Alerts: Gun shofs reported- Coliseum Parking lot.
/' Stay inside. Secure doors. Emergency personal responding. Call 911.

watchmg what was going on we saw two cops run around the corner of a building with

Cochrane Hall. Cochrane is less than 200 feet away from where @peoff69: Shooting at#virginiatech. Staying inside. ¢ 1, "¢

their guns dIawn They saw us and yelled to get away from
window. That is

the shooting took place. I remember hearmg a 1ot of sirens but

[ did not hear the actual shooting take
place. Because
my dorm to the
of  speculation
before we got the
so minutes of
got the alert that
and that the cam-
We immediately
suite and put a
Because we were

shooting, there was a lot
about what was going on
alert. After abont 10 or
speculation, we finally
there had been a shooting
pus was on lock down.
locked the door to the
couch in front of the door.
so close to what was go-

Photo Courtesy of Peter Coffey

of the close proximity of

we realized how
then decided to
lock the door. So

when
serious the situation was. We all
get info one room in the suite and

for three hours, I was in a room with about ten
guys. We were watching the news and listen-
ing to the police scanner as well — " photo Courtesy of Peter c';'“ as checking to
see if other students knew what @pcoff69: Scene of shooting. Still ~ Was going on via
facebook and twitter. We were all snbrc : . constantly  get-
fire calls 5 teis Bo: fleuds, Loy Vol ERli eongitalt 5y L e he Ty
ing sure we were okay. It was a surreal  experi-

ence and when it was all over, I really did not believe what had just happened. Never
*once during the whole lock down did I feel unsafe, the police responded quickly and the

S @pcoff69: Listening to the police scanner

and I de-@pcoff69:Huddled inside a single dorm room #virginia tech school notified students quickly as well. As far as

a8 Sttt o to figure out what is going on #virginiatech heads ot

the window to try and see what was happen-
ing. There was a building between us and the parking lot, where the shooting took place,

but we could still see cops with assault rifles walking around. After a few minutes of

the Virginia Tech community is concerned, it only
made us stronger A lot of outsiders want to think or say that Virginia Tech is not a safe

place. That is completely false, I feel extremely safe.”
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On the 8th day...

One of the many charms of the holidays is the beautiful
sight of a tree covered in twinkling, blinking, and bright
white lights. Unfortunately, that sight comes with a:pri
The hours it takes to do the decorating is preciot
everyone stringing the strands believes that their

will be absolutely worth it. And when they

next morning, expecting to be welconigd |

display, all they see is an unlit old tree.; T}

: séit's time to help local charities. Men
stand outsidexthictgrocery store in familiar Santa costumes
and ring their belliasking for donations. The wave of guilt
that sweeps over youjcvery:time you awkwardly speed walk
past is just the thing you want while sa\*fi?l‘axup to buy pres-
ents. Unfortunately, you now feeklike*Ebenezer Scrooge and
you are compe“ed"to give therh your change on your way

s

out of the store_jor ﬁnd a dlﬂ'erent ex1t




 On the 11th day... . :
you ¢an't take the heat, get out of the kitchen...especially
n holiday meals are at risk. Little children asking to

ck the spoon and in-laws trying to convince you that
their recipe would really make your dish better is just the
start of chaos. Mountains of food at risk of falling at any
second, tasting, basting, stirring, chopping, mincing all the
ingredients to prepare feast, and the omnipresent risk that
you might be the next fool to have a holiday house fire
makes keeping everything under control that much more
Maybe we could just try take out this year?
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On the-9th day... _
Sometimes a person just needs to watch a horror movie. Or an action
movie. Or an “anything but another holiday special” movie. There is

never an unpredictable ending, or an interesting plot twist. Each film,

ends the same, with a witty line; a kiss and a smile. lfadesiintos
and the viewer realizes that they have just wasted :
of their life on a movie called “Santa Baby”
television serves as a depressing backgrotind'soun

personal, holiday specials.

On the 7th day...

Over the median and through the oncoming trat ‘ s
house we go. Without taking a handy detour Tik the
shoulder of the highway or investing in a police. seem
to turn to hours when trying to travel for the b ount of
lSpygamesorappsonwuriPhonecandistmct* gh to
survive the excursion. And on top of it all, the reward'ence you get
there is wearing a scratchy holiday sweater and stale fruit cake. Defi-
nitely worth it. : s
he millionth time, it .
y the end of December,
toeksin,your head since
large pair
L ]
The colde i Stime to plop into a big pile of

snow... or to'slip on black ice.. Not only can you turn black and
blue from falling in the icy streets, but by falling face first into
someone’s fist! Shoppers this year have turned to violence
during major sales, breaking out the pepper spray, throwing
back elbows, and clawing at other competitors in the race to
get the best possible deals. Losing an arm and a leg to buy
the cheapest new toaster oven or HD TV seems to be worth it
" during the holidays. :

On the 1st day...
| Each family has one.. A black shee
| the one that just loves eggnog so !

utcast: [hat guy. He

n‘dyet ’a&e,i- about
seven mugs, cannot really taste it. Inifact, they can't really tast
7 oeT @?Béé'omes in
i e

anything. Or walk in a straight line.

ldren

 hands wander more. As the chi

morning, they
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#SENIORSWAGG

Two nuwsical seniors
shhare thewr Hhouglhts.

What instruments do you play?
Lara: Guitar and piano. | also sing.

Trevor: Clarinet

Who is your favorite artist?
Lara: Third Eye Blind
Trevor: | don’t really have one. |

like all types of music.
What is your top choice for college?
Lara: Seattle University

Trevor: Georgetown University
What advice would you give to the
current freshman class?

Lara: Challenge yourself. It gets
hard at times, but you just have
to push through it.

Trevor: It’s really important to es-
tablish good relationships with your
teachers. Go the extra mile and

stay after for help.
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