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Coach Donald Beeby looked out at the lake and reflected on his past coaching years. Many of
his former athletes feel that Beeby has had a positive impact on their life,

PETER COFFEY
SporTS EDITOR

History teacher Donald Beeby formally retired from
his position as the track and field coach that he held
for 25 years at the Fall Sports Banquet on November
17. This had long been known to the students since
they were notified during part of indoor and outdoor
track and field and cross country. He retired at the end
of the fall cross country season and many students
feel that the impact Beeby had made on their lives
deserves much recognition. “There is no doubt that
Beeby has had a life changing affect on every athlete
that he encounters. He definitely should be recognized
for building the best athletic program in the history
of West Potomac,” said senior Wesley Stephens, an
athlete coached by Beeby for six seasons.

Beeby first began coaching in 1982, when he began
to coach the Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority, while in
college at James Madison University (JMU) and was
successful, influencing him to continue coaching.
When he completed college, he was inspired to coach
high school teams. In 1986, Beeby began coaching our
school's girls’ cross country team, and “from then on, I
[he] was hooked,” said Beeby.

QOver the years, Beeby has accumulated an expansive
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resume. Hehas coached over 50 district championship
cross country and track teams. At the regional level,
he has led 12 regional titles and 20 regional runner-
up teams. He has coached two girls" cross-country
teams to state titles, in two consecutive years. He
has finished second in the state five times and third
three times with his cross country teams. Three of his
teams have been ranked in the nation’s top 25, and his
girls” cross-country team in 1989 finished the season
ranked sixth in the United States.

While the moments of winning championships
lasted only a few days, the impact he has made on
his athletes will last a life time. “I'm still running and
every time before a race I think of him,” said JD Rajas,
a 2006 graduate, who has continued to run in college
because of Beeby's influence. “Not only is he a coach,
but a lifelong friend and someone who motivates
you to be a winner in life,” said Amy Goode, a 1990
graduate, She was a part of the 1989 state champion
team. When asked about what he will miss the most
from coaching he responded, “The camaraderie of the
team, watching athletes progress from shy freshmen
to confident seniors, [and] watching athletes graduate
and continue to run in college.” Due to Beeby's
coaching, our school has graduated many very
successful track and cross country athletes who have

See Beeby on page 4
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All students given
home-access to laptops

Nia COPELAND
PHOTOGRAPHER

Some students had suffered with school work because they were
without computers.

In part of a new program, Principal Cliff Hardison has arranged
for laptops and net-books to be made available to students without
computer access at home. “I couldn’t imagine doing my homework
without the use of my laptop. That's why I feel that it is very
considerate that Mr. Hardison is doing this for the students,” said
junior Lauren Pak. “This will make it a lot easier for students to have
access to a computer since they will no longer have to spend long
hours at the library.”

According to Hardison, students can temporarily use the equipment
provided daily by visiting the library and signing a laptop or net-book
out after school. He envisions students using the library or the various
hard-wired labs or cart labs during the school day. “I see loaning
computers the same as loaning books. They provide opportunity and
access to resources. Hopefully, being able to check out a computer
will enable all students’ access to technology and learning how to use
technology,” said Hardison.

All laptops and net-books will be equipped with Microsoft Word,
PowerPoint, Excel and Publisher so that students are able to complete
projects and homework using the same tools that many students
that have access to computers at home. “At this point, I believe we
have put all the Microsoft packages on them. Additional software
can be installed if students or teachers alert of us of need. So far, we
have several laptops. 1 believe we have four laptops in-house and ten
Notebooks on order. The laptops are ready to use and if we have need,
we will order more,” said Hardison. :

Adrianna Meeks, the head librarian, is excited for the arrival of the
laptops and looks forward to loaning them out so that students have
access to a computer at home. According to Meeks, before a student
can remove a piece of equipment from the school, an “Equipment
Loaned to Students” form must be signed by the student’s parent or
guardian. Equipment cannot be borrowed without a form on file with
the library staff. The forms are available from the library so students
can pick-up a form first, and then the equipment.

Meeks feels that this plan is a great opportunity for all students.
Since all students are eligible to borrow, she knows that everyone
will be able to benefit. “The library has a limited number of laptops/
net-books that are loaners. Students should try their best to get their
work done on a timely basis, so that everyone can profit from this
wonderful opportunity,” said Meeks.

Students and parents or guardians assume full responsibility for

See Laptops on page 4

H-Project plans on helping out the community during the holidays

SHIRINE LOGHMANIAN
REPORTER

With the country’s growing number of unemployed due
to the economic recession, the holiday season is a stressful
time for the community and nation.

According to News One, over 49 million Americans have
to deal with a lack of food this winter and about 31 million
people had to take part in America’s food stamp programs
last October. With the growing amount of people in need
this holiday season, the H Project, the Love Alliance, the
National Honors Society, and the Key Club, are helping
out this winter.

The H Project, a club focused on helping the hungry and
homeless, took part in a canned food drive to help alleviate
holiday stress for families struggling to purchase food. They
have already taken part in a number of various activities

to help the homeless, such as the November Fannie Mae
Walkathon. A member of the H Project, sophomore Sarah
Woodward said, “The H Project has really helped raise
awareness and get the community involved.”

The food drive was completed in an effort to raise
awareness in the community. Woodward said, “We
thought it would be a good idea to have a canned food
drive because of the growing number of hungry people
in the US.” The H Project worked with the United
Community Ministry (UCM) for this food drive. UCM is
a community based social service agency that helps assist
families and individuals. They are located off of Route 1
and take donations of anything from clothes to food.

UCM helps families recover and function in today’s
society socially, economically, and emotionally. Woodward
said, “The donations will give struggling families hope
and ensure a better holiday for all.”
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H Project members have participated in many
activities to help the homeless, including a walk
to benefit the homeless.



Believe it or not, students have rights

Bach year, students receive a Students’ Re-
sponsibilities and Rights (SR&R) manual, and
most arbitrarily sign it without first reading it.
When the administration finally gets around to
explaining the SR&R manual to students, they
forget to inform students that they do have
rights, and instead spend the time explaining to
students all of the things that they cannot do -
their responsibilities.

According to the SR&R, students have the
right to complain to any staff or administra-
tion member, freedom of expression, and right
to a safe learning environment, just to name a
few. The question is: how many students at our
school are aware of the fact that they have rights
in a school setting dominated by teachers and
administration? Several students state that they
have been told they do not have any rights in
school by staff members. Junior Callan Memmo
said, “In one of my classes, the teacher and my
class had a discussion about the school policies.
The teacher said that the school gets what it
wants over what the student wants.”

Although students have the right to complain,
they should do it respectfully. According to the
SR&R, “students who believe that actions or in-
actions of the school administration are not in
their best interests may present complaints to
teachers, counselors, or school administrators,
who shall make themselves available or sched-
ule appointments to hear these complaints.”
This means that if students see any action by
the school that they do not feel is in their best
interests, they have the right to address the is-
sue. If a student is not satisfied in these regards,
he or she may ask to have a meeting with the
principal, for which there are specific guidelines
including the possible request that a parent may
be present, and the fact that the principal must
report the meeting to the director of the Office

of Equity and Compliance. So, if one has some-
thing to say and can do it in a polite manner, it
is within the rights that are granted to students.

Secondly, an important right of students is
their freedom of expression - within the guide-
lines of the SR&R handbook. According to the
handbook, “Students may exercise the right to
freedom of expression through speech, assem-
bly, petition, and other lawful means and have
the right to advocate change of any law, policy,
or regulation.” There is an exception however, if
the form of expression disrupts school activities,
endangers students, is libelous or slanderous,
advocates a criminal act, and/or is obscene, a
student cannot exercise this freedom of expres-
sion.

Lastly, an important right of students, is their
right to equal opportunity. The SR&R handbook
states, “No student in Fairfax County Public
Schools shall, on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, marital status, or disability,
be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimina-
tion under any education program or activity.”
This means that students have the freedom of
expression, the right to complain, and the right
to an education, and all of these are protected
regardless of the above. If students feel that they
are not being treated in a fair way, they must
know this is their right and they should consult
a school official.

The rights explained are two of which students
use most often in the school environment. How-
ever, many other responsibilities and rights are
outlined in the SR&R handbook and whenever
one is in question they should consult this man-
ual. Junior Lizzie Persekian said, “A vast ma-
jority of students don’t know their rights and 1
think it's important that they know what they

"

are.

PLATINUM: Sydney Smith, Bill and Lorraine Gordon, Ted Stone, Barbara and Peter Jacobs, Ju-
lie and Tim Grady, Bob and Barbara Dreyfuss, Nina Britcliffe, Lauri Kempson, Tracy Woodward,
Gina and John Howell, Tony Fabrizio, Kent and Julie Friederich, The Holloways, Christian Reyn-
olds, The Garakyaraghi Family, Mathew Kestyn, John & Suzanne Coffey, Emily Taylor and Glenn
Smith, Parvin Garakyaraghi, S.E & Beverly Copeland, Tony Fabrizio, Gina & John Howell,

GOLD: The Pierre Family, Rene & Mary Belanger, Donald Belanger, Sandra Belanger, Jim & June
Tartala

SILVER: Michelle Garden, G. Sid Smith, Beverly Wong, Ronda Drucker, Francios DiFolco, Sharon
Theodore, Susan Fuqua, The O’Neil Family, Ellen Woods, Nancy Ferri

BRONZE: David and Evelyn Venezky, Debi Taylor, Peter and Cathy Smith, Patricia Axelpod,
Michael Smith, Nancy and John O'Sullivan, Caitlin Smith, Miranda Padilla, Gayle Gilmore, Su-
sanne Young, Rosemary Szilagi, Maureen Adams, Ruth Lescher, Lee Harrington, Steve Parker, Jan
Vaughan, Pam Russell, Ana Grau, Jud Kempson, Mark Kempson, Barbara Johnson, Gerard Zitnik,
Debra and Mick McKeown, Carl Sandburg Middle School, The Marinelli Family

BLUE: Allison Niedballa, Mariya ]ly:-;s, Fred Amico, Paula Schulz

BECOME A WIRE PATRON TODAY!

The Wire is currently secking patrons for the 2009-2010 school year. As a patron, you will be
helping us print our newspaper so that we can continue to distribute it to all the students, fac-
ulty, and staff free of our charge.

As a patron of The Wire, your name will be published on page two of every issue. If you are
donaring $30 or more, you can opt to have The Wire mailed directly to your home asawell.

For more information, contact Laura Zitnik at Ibzitnik@fcps.edu or

703-718-2572

THANK YOU WIRE PATRONS

Rants and Rave<

A RANT for administrative
detentions actually being
handed out.

Arave for the holiday break.

A RANY for our recent cold,

rainy weather. A rave for College Bowl

games.

A RANY for alumni from
our school trying to join
Al- Qaeda

A rave. for a great start to
West Potomac Basketball.

Student disagrees with last issue’s
“Large and in Charge” article

Dear Editor,
T'totally agree that racism goes both ways but this article goes far out on a limb
and it is a poorly researched. First, Grambling State University is a histori-
cally black college, so naturally they will have a higher percentage of African
Americans than all other minorities. Also, minorities apply to schools such
as UVA or Duke that tend to be predominantly white, but white students
rarely apply to HBCU’s or even know what they are, and the statement that
said that Grambling State University caters to African American students,
this statement is false and ignorant. Any student that attends HBCU'’s will
get the same treatment, regardless of race. For example, Hampton University,
an HBCU, just had their first white home coming queen. Another false point
in the article discusses the Black Panthers where it says the connotation of
those outfits is the racism of the movement. But if this is true, then students
that dress like hippies should be forced to change because the connotation of
those outfits deals with sex and drugs. Also, the Black Panthers were much
more than violence and they weren’t attempting to kill an entire race of peo-
-ple. As for the final statement talking about a “White Cultural Alliance” is
completely ignorant and you should research what the club actually does
before you make such a comment.

Wesley Stephens, senior

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to the
Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander or e-mail us at: laurazitnik@fcps.
edu. All submissions become property of The Wire.

Laura -Reyn&ldS'j- o .
et e s SrEERee
OPINIONS EDITORS Bryanfacobs
. Jacob Alexander T mille
- Joseph Marinelli - BUSINESS MANAGER =
R i e o i - Maggie Grady

- ENTERTAINMENT

The Wire is a publication whose aim is to inform, educate, and enter-
tain the student body. The Wire will not print any material that is libel
ous or obscene, or that will invade any person’s right to privacy. The
ideas exptessed in unsigned . editorials reflect the opinions of the news- |
paper staff; however, Letters to the Editor do not. The Wire is an open
forum for discussion which is printed by Silver Communications.
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NORRIS BROOKS

REPORTER

In school, we are taught to be
respectful and tell the truth. If this is
how we should behave, then why
do politicians—the leaders of
our country —do the opposite?
They lie, they cheat, and they
throw each other under the
bus if it serves to benefit them. One politician that has taken
this to new heights in recent daysis

Sarah Palin’s lies have gone too far

vice president and then told a completely different story
on the Oprah Winfrey Show? And, of course, there is the
on-going brouhaha between her and the staffers of the John
McCain campaign regarding her wardrobe. Did she want
those thousand-dollar suits, or were they forced on her? Of
course, while these discrepancies are entertaining, they are
unimportant. But, Palin does not stop there. She has told a
couple of doozies... and they do matter.

One of the biggest lies Palin has told is that she said
“Thanks, but no thanks” to federal money for the Bridge To
Nowhere, a bridge being constructed in Alaska. The truth

is, she supported it when she ran for

Sarah Palin. When she talks about
Going Rogue, the title of her new
autobiography, she is not kidding.

Now, this is not the typical book
you would expect from someone
who just ran for Vice President of
the United States. Tt is not about

66 perhaps the biggest
lie is her promise to
bring ethics and values
into government.

office, only changing her mind after
McCain voiced strong opposition,
and then kept the money anyway. In
fact, for a woman who says she wants
to cut back on government spending,
she did not seem to have a problem

her positions on the issues. It is

not about her aspirations. This book is about getting even.
What is hard to figure out is why she lies about almost
everything.

Let us start with the small stuff. Why is she acting as
though she is bussing from stop to stop on her book tour
when she is actually flying? Why does she pretend to be
a huntress when her daughter’s ex-fiancé, Levi Johnston,
said she barely knows how to shoot a gun? Why did she
say in her book and in an interview with Sean Hannity that
she took a family vote about whether she should run for

Government censoring steals rights

MARIO FLORES

SPECIAL TO THE WIRE

Censorship exists to some extent in all modern countries,
including the US.A, the U K., Germany, France, Singapore, and
Australia. Although it is worse in certain countries than others
some governments choose to censor information to “protect”
their societies. Censoring important

when Alaskans received more money
from the federal government than
any other Americans while she was governor. Perhaps the
biggest Lie is her promise to bring ethics and values into
government, While she was governor, she was brought up
on several ethics violations from abuse of power to misuse
of state funds.

Despite all of this, people are lining up by the hundreds
to see Sarah Palin on her book tour. The question is: Do we
really want this type of woman running our country? The
answer is simple: “Thanks, but no thanks.”

nbrooks@wpwire.com

Some organizations have urged governments, institutions, and
private individuals to support freedom of expression,

T strongly believe that the freedom of thought should be
protected. It is an inalienable right from birth. To be able to
think for one’s self allows one to express who one is and one’s
opposition toward different matters. If one's thought process
was eliminated, controlled, and limited by an outside person,

all individuality could be lost with all

information for government interest

can cause a sort of ignorance among its 66 To be able to think hand with the freedom of thought comes
B &
people. The government may choose  for one’s self allows you to thefreedom of choice. To think for oneself

not to publicize information such as

terrorism or sudden military attacks E€XPIESS who you are and between the many different choices that
your opposition toward
different matters. 99

to prevent a state of panic or hysteria
and prevent criticism and bad media
attention of the government.

personal expression of emotions. Hand in

allows one to make decisions and choose

are presented throughout life.
Just as there are many pros to thinking
for oneself, there are many cons. When

Although the idea seems logical, it
is not a choice that the people get to
make; the government hides information without the consent
of its people. If censored information were to be revealed
to the population, it could cause people to feel betrayed and
therefore lose their loyalty to the government. Many feel that
censoring information is stealing their right to information.

a person is allowed to think for him or
herself the choices they make might not
always be the best. If one person were to control the thoughts
and therefore the choices of a person or many people he or
she, in theory, would be able to create a perfect society without
treason, crime, conspiracy, lying, or cheating. A conflict may be
who decides for everyone, but who decides what is right?

Want to be published in
the school newspaper?

Well, you can!

Simply write an article and email your
finished piece to the journalism advisor
Ms. Laura Zitnik at LBZitnik@fcps.edu.
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NIA COPELAND
PHOTDGRAPHER B ; : : i i ’ : :
Wlth wmter commg, perhaps it is tlme to update our wardrobes a blt. That is rlght summer
. and fall are over! So put away those flip-flops and light sweaters and break out the winter coats
and boots As the weather gets colder and colder, it is important to stay layered up. Layers are
the most effectlve way to battle the cold weather s0 try to select clothing that is comfortable and
. warm. Gloves, hats, scarves and boots keep bodies warm and limit exposure to the crisp, cold :
winter weather. During the school day, classrooms seem as cold inside as it is outside so itis also 7
important to wear clothes that will keep you warm while on campus. Obviously, students are not
allowed to wear hats and gloves during the school day, so find jackets and shoes that are properly ©

insulated in order to protect the body from the chilly temperatures that students face both in and
outside of school
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CAMILLE DIFOLCO >
REPORTER :

Winter. The very word conjures up images of cozy fires and feathered ice patternson
wmdowpanes. The crisp, chilly weather that ran ges from sleeting rain to white-out blizzards
, provrdes another distinctive opportunity for expression: hats. Whether the choice is a colorful
' -';beame, a cab!e-kmt earﬂap hat, an enveloping ski mask, or an eccentric Russian fur hunting hat,

it is sure to be stylish and practlcal Other popular headgear includes patterned knit headbands  ;
and the always elegant ear muffs. Scarves in a variety of fabrics and colors are sure to be seen as -
the perfect complement o that met:culously selected hat. Fact more heat escapes through the
head than through any other body part So geta clue thlS wmter and stock up on hats scarves,

. and ear muffs?

Winter is already here! So it is time to dig out those cozy jackets and vests. The most
popular jackets would definitely be North Faces. Although they come in a variety of
colors, students are apt to see at least three other people wearing the same jacket as
they walk the halls, causing loaded glances and steely glares. Puffy vests are another

favorite. They are easy to wear during the school day and students do not have to

lug them around school. Sweater dresses are also very popular, especially when
paired with leggings. Recently, spandex has become the new pants. And what
better way to curl up next to the fire than with a leopard print Snuggie?

SONIA GARAKYARAGHI
PHOTOGRAPHER

During the winter, people’s feet tend to suffer from the cold weather. Every body part has
its own clothing. The one that usually always is freezing are people’s feet, but luckily there
is footwear to keep it warm. Whether it is the old Native American snowshoes, toe socks,
or fashionable high-heeled boots, they all are meant to keep extremities warm but also are
stylish to wear. Since the early 2000’s, Ugg boots have been a favorite. They are made from
sheepskin and are lined with wool on the inside, which keeps tnes all warm and cozy.
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editor of the s¢hool yearbook an officer in four
“different duBs and socielies, 0r a straight "A”
student Now 1mag1ne 1f you dld all that and

& Maggm Bemgam is lmmedxately 1dent1ﬁed as that
pesrecindividuale R - "
On any glven day, Berngan can be found after
fecnsChoolin the pt
the school yearbook, or conducting a meeting for
_the National ox Spanish Honor Society. On most
days, ‘these acﬁvxhes are followed by varsity golf

or softball practice, if not practice with her travel

dominated not only by four AP classes’ worth of

-‘~"“hom_ewdrk;bﬂ€'by ‘assistinig thelocal cotillion and " Berrigan is also™quick " to cite “her softball™

volunteering af the UCM.

...Additionally, Berrigas

[magine if you were a varsity sport captmn, e

© softball team, 'the Tsunami. Her evenings are

O T WD - S e

as recently honored as,
a National Merit Semi-Finalist for her standing
_as one of the highest scoring PSAT entrants in
“country. These accomplishments were recognized

by her peers when she was Voted "Most leely to

“Blicceed” 1n the'class of 2010."
However, lt takes more than a strong Work

responsxbxlxty Like any over-achiever, Berrigan is

sencessesvery-organized-and -says-she-“makes lots-of lists” -

because “it feels good to be able to check thmgs

lications room. editing pages.for.... off.” But.she also eats.a.good. therapeutic bag. of ...

pretzels with every meal, and when she finds the
_time to relax, watches shows such as “Criminal
" Minds."” The only times she rea.lly gets stressed,
actually, are when her faxmly drags her to the top

is terribly afraid of heights.

teammates as her backbone, and after four years

pa Fhis orgamzed chaos-is-only-preparation for-as-catcher-on-the-varsityteam; she-considers the

the demands pf life in medical school, where
.......... ~Berrigan. . figures - she..will. spend. the .next fen..
years studying to be a surgeon. In regards to this
__many more years of late-night study sessions,
she sxmply remarks, “It's kinda sad, but what's
another decade of tests and essays?”

“Tt is this work ethic which has allowed Berrigan

to gain consxderable respect among her peers
“and teachers as a stand-out student. In the last
three years she has taken a total of nine AP’s

-and-received-straight “5's" on-each exarm: These

classes, which include feared courses such as
crin-BC-Calculus.- -and. Spanish, have.contributed..to
her 4.6 GPA, 6ne of the highest in the school.

-saving lives in the. operatmg -roem,.and becommg

other players as her family. She said, “I really

«don’t know: what high. school . would -have.been. ........

like without softball. It hasn't always been the

. best it could be- I'm going on four coaches in four

years -but the people on the team have become
my really good friends.”

‘In case her medical career plans fail, Berrigan
plans on studying cake decorating. “I want to

“make competition-level cakes” she said,” “that

would be the greatest job ever.” But judging by

‘her achievements i multi-tasking so far, there‘is

no doubt that we may one day see Berrigan both

the next “Ace of Cakes.”
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Maggie Berrigan deﬁnes an A+ student
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