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New Congress

Ian Thompson
Reporter

Politician: when you hear that word you
probably think of an old white guy with gray
hair and maybe a beard. Not anymore: D.C.
has some new faces with the appointment of
the 113th Congress, the most diverse Con-
gress so far.

On Capitol Hill 82 new Representatives are
showing up in the House and 14 new Senators
are settling in. This is the first time that “mi-
norities” make up the majority of the House,
This is also the first time that there is an open-
ly gay Senator and a Hindu Senator. Senior
Kevin Gross said, “It's cool that our policy
makers are so diverse. I think it is a better
representation of the American public having
people of different ethnicities in Congress.”
Women have also gained a larger represen-
tation in Congress. New Hampshire had the
first all female delegation, sending 2 female
Senators as well as 2 female Representatives.
There are now 20 women Senators.

Diversity among lawmakers benefits Ameri-
can society. West Potomac student, Austin
Griggs said, “I think it’s really important that
we have diversity among Congress members.
That way there are more public opinions rep-
resented in Congress” The better represented
each ethnic, gender and religious group is
represented in Congress than the representa-
tion of the population in is better. With an
increasingly diverse Congress, more of the
public will be able to have their ideals repre-
sented. Government substitute teacher Mrs.
Blake, who is filling in for Mrs. Schneider,
said, “I am one hundred percent in favor of
diversity especially if the people are highly
qualified and knowledgeable” This will also
help the government make decisions that will
benefit everyone.

This new and diverse Congress is a huge step
towards equality for all people. Although the
Congressmen themselves are culturally di-
verse, their political views remain unwaver-
ing. The members of the 113th Congress have
polarized political views. This means that the
Republicans are very conservative and the
Democrats are very liberal. This can lead to
gridlock which occurred in the last Congress,
and is the reason for the issue of the fiscal cliff
waiting to be addressed until the last minute.

The 113th Congress could prove to be a
good change for the American people. If the
members use their cultural diversity to guide
them in decisionmaking instead of their po-
larized political views then Congress will be
more proactive than the previous one.

Diversity in Congress is starting to reflect the
population of the United States.

Wolverines-don’t wear hats

10340 Py

Sophia Spriggs
News Editor

The Student Rights and Responsibilities contract that
each student at West Potomac signs strictly prohibit
“head coverings unless required for religious or medi-
cal purposes.” Students who don’t comply are, or rather,
were able to slip through the cracks due to lax teachers
or sneaky removal of a hat around administrators. Ev-
ery entrance to the buildings of West Potomac are plas-
tered with friendly reminders that, “wolverines don’t
wear hats.” Some Michigan fans may disagree but when
it comes to West Potomac the rule is now unwavering.

Wearing hats in school has long been frowned upon
mainly because taking off a hat is a sign of respect. Se-
curity Specialist Mr. Walls said, “There has been frus-
tration with an apparent unwillingness to comply with
some basic rules” Students who wear hats indoors may
have the intent of disrespecting the establishment but
the rule still seems wildly out of date.

Hat prohibition has been continued in most schools
not only as a sign of respect, but also as a way for admin-
istration to avoid influence of gangs in school. Hats or
head coverings like bandanas in certain colors or worn
certain ways could be portrayed as the sign of a gang
member but it is certainly not always the case. Most
students now try to wear a hat in school either because
they are covering some serious bed head or because hats
carry with them a certain amount of “swag.” Senior Ca-
leb Norvil boldly said, “I'm wearing a hat today because

The West Potomac administration focuses on dress code violations by cracking down on head coverings.

it's cold out and I don’t care about the hat rule” Be it a
hipster beanie, a baseball cap or a musicians fedora, at
West Potomac, all are prohibited.

Even some of the arts classes got invested in the objec-
tive. Ms. Nosal's graphics design class got to design the
posters to be put up around the school. The idea was
that student involvement would hopefully more influ-
ence those violating the rule. Nosal said, “They enjoy
seeing their work around school and I think that other
students at school have more respect for the posters
and for the message they are sending because they were
made by their peers”

The West Potomac administration has recently taken to
addressing the hat problem because they “hope, mostly
that such focus is ensuring a safe and disruption-free
learning environment, a kinder and gentler school cli-
mate, support of teachers and students, access to learn-
ing resources, and responsiveness to the various needs
of the school,” commented Walls . Some students think
however that the administrators time would be better
used elsewhere. Senior Paige Atkins said she would
much rather the administration “help the students get
along and prevent bullying” than worry about if stu-
dents are wearing hats. Then again, every student knows
that it is far easier to deal with the little problems sooner
than the large and looming.

Shoutout to the Amundson Institute

The Wire’s Opinion Editor, Laraib Ilyas, had the opportunity to visit Richmond and meet state legislators.

Laraib Ilyas
Opinions Editor

The Amundson Institute was truly an amazing ex-
perience. It was started by the former Delegate of the
44th District, Kris Amundson, and is continued by the
current Delegate of the 44th District, Scott Surovell.
Seven high school students living in the district who
demonstrated high academic achievement and leader-
ship skills were chosen and brought down to Richmond
to learn firsthand how the state government works. We
interacted with and discussed pertinent issues with lob-
byists, state senators, and other delegates. Also, we had
the opportunity to observe the General Assembly in
session, and saw how bills are debated and passed in
the House and Senate. We also toured the State Capital
and the Governor’s Mansion (where parts of the movie

Lincoln were shot, by the way). The most memorable -

parts were when Delegate Surovell introduced us to the
House, and State Senator Toddy Puller introduced us to
the Senate. It was an incredible feeling to have all the
Delegates and State Senators applaud for you. I highly

recommend this program for the students who will be
juniors and seniors next year.

Back Row L to R: Darien Cashku, Ben Deneault, Delegate Scott Surovell, Adel
Lahlou, John Day, Gordon Baer
Front Row L to R: Laraib Ilyas and Trisha Racho
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memory with Stefan?
from! But among my favorites is
2] me by coming to my house with

balldbn when | was very sick. He had
allo@h string to a container of honey.
present along with his big smile,

What is your f:
I have so manyj
when Stefan sg#
a "Feel Bette
also tied the
After he gave
he proceeded
how to make F
sore throat. (L s

What has been thé,
Honestly, all of th
of my favorites is whé
while talking and laug

- How long have You ang Allison been
together? % .
We have been

much m
ach othe
ked up

When did you
We first met fg

0, in freshm

What are your interests?
We both enjoy reading, movie
funny! We are both very into at
love hearing Stefan's opinion abo
and competing.

g time and just talked.

Who made the first move? take a look at Allison’s

Stefan definitely made the first move. He's &
a very persistent person, but I'm certainly

glad he persevered. colleges are you applying to?

plied to about 14 schools but my t
Choices are the University of Virginia
Virginia Tech.

What colleges are you applying to?
Actually, I'm already in at Bard College but
I've also applied to Vassar College, Sarah
Lawrence College, and Smith College.

reReads

- A general-Stock
: used bookstore serving the
N Mount Vernon Area.

8742 Cooper Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703) 360-3041

JOURNALISM is a fun and rewarding experience
that allows students to express themselves.
The Wire represents the views of the school and the community.
Do not miss your opportunity to be a part of it!

-

info@rereads-used-books.
com
rereads-used-books.com

Sign up on your course selection sheet!
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