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Former student, Amazing Grace Danso, published her book Bound by Kente in December 2008.

Graduate Publishes Book

MAR1YA ILYAS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The coffee shop was warm and cozy. Beatrice Mensah
looked out the window. Deep in thought, she finally
spoke. “The only thing that will bring the wotld of
poverty together is...”

“...education,” Amazing Grace Danso finished her
mothet’s sentence.

After a brief moment, Danso continued. “It is harder to
go to school, and even harder to get supplies such as pencils
and erasers. | want to use [my] proceeds for deprived
areas in Africa or sponsor a child to get education.”

Former student Amazing Grace Danso self- pubhshed

the book Boand by Kentein December 2008. Composed of
five short stories about West Africa, Danso takes the teader
through times periods ranging from ancient kingdoms
of Africa to when Christianity was first introduced. The
stoties are of “my youth perspective,” she said.
Originally from Ghana, Danso moved to the United
States in 2005. She attended our school through junior
year, and then graduated over the summer in 2008,
“Although I graduated in 2008, I'm stll ‘09, always “09,”
she said.
Danso said she knew that the book would require “a lot
of time and effort” smd so a “break from school” was

See Pubhshed Book, page 5

_| at the Golden Globes? :-?

~ 5678099

See what'
life of Cai
of the Super Bowl *———" eris like. 4—-————

School Board
Approves AP
Weight Change

STEPHEN HOWELL
LayouT/NEws EDITOR

The school boatd recently voted to change the countywide
weights for honors, Advanced Placement (AP), International
Baccalaureate (IB), and some dual enrollment classes.

Students who take AP and IB courses will have a 1.0 weight,
and honors courses will have a .5 weight. This change will be
retroactive on current student’s transeripts. Seniors will also get
credit in the GPA calculation for the courses they are taking. The
county will also send a letter to admissions officers, during the
week of February 2, of colleges where students are applying,
explaining the change in weights.

“[This change] would help kids overall, all across the board,”
said Principal Rima Vesilind. Vesilind is also hopeful the change
will encourage more minotity students to take AP and honors
classes. “We’ve been working for years to get more minorities into
honors classes...[The change] is going to help more kids have
coutagé in taking high level classes,” Vesilind said. The school has
worked to get more minotities in higher level classes in the past

See Weight Change, page 5
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Debate Team Competes Well in State Compet1t10n

MEecaAN HALEY

REPORTER

“Debate is the art of being able to ague and
analyze issues from both sides and effectively
convince your opponent that you are right,”
said debate teacher and coach Julian Dotson.
The debate team does just that, in practice
and in the formal competitions that they
frequently attend.

The team consists of about 40 people, of
‘ which about 20 take the class and the rest

are a part of it as a school club. Whether

in the class or not, any member of the
team who qualifies is allowed to compete
on the state and national level. Dotson
picks from the best debatets and forms his
competition team. While every member has
an equal oppottunity to qualify, only the best
are selected. According to Dotson, good
debaters ate above all coachable, but also
have an innate sense of judgment to look
at a problem 'and immediately know what to

argue. They are willing to research heavily,
have self-confidence, the ability to sound
or look intimidating, are quick-witted, and
already do well in school.

“I joined the debate team because I like
communications and I feel strongly about a
lot of issues, also I really like arpuing and
I’m pretty good at it,” said senior Hussein
Fahema, an active member of the team and
the class. “My most memotable debate was
probably the one at UVA last weekend, there

wete like these uber-debaters who spoke a
million miles a minute. It was amazing,” said
Fahema.

In addition to tri-monthly competitions, the
team also competes in the VHSL league once
a month, beginning in February every year.
Three times a month, starting in September,
the team goes to area debates and competes
with high schools in Virginia, from close by
to as far as the Shenandoah Valley (about

See Debate Team, page 5 I‘\.‘
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“Anyways,” Use Your Grammar

With all of the readily available communications
technology, the downward spiral in the proper
use of the English language is not surptising.

Every day, students send text miessages and
instant message one another--the faster, the
better. With communication being all about
speed, grammar has become an afterthought
to most teens. This may not seem like a big
deal, but the problem comes about when this
“informal English” penetrates into everyday

and even formal speaking.

Hearing statements such as, “the team has just
scored their first point,” a stickler fot grammar
may sarcastically reply “Oh, really, has they?”
Most people see the problem with the latter,
but many do not see what is wrong with the
former. Subject verb agreement (the problem
in the former) is key to any propetly structured
sentence and more importantly, is key to
sounding intelligent when 1t really matters, such
as in a job interview.

Whileata job interview for a managing position
at one of the most prestigious law firms in the
country, Louis Haley answered every question
set forth by the interviewer to the best of his
ability. When the interview was over, however,
the interviewer essentially told him that he had
no real chance of getting the job because of

- a few mistakes he had made in his grammar,

mistakes he did not even know about. Losing a
job to something that could be easily fixed is, to
say the least, frustrating. So why do people not
speak propetly? According to English teachers
Colin O’Grady and Kimberly Thompson, this is
due to the lack of ptiority on proper grammar
at young ages. ,

“What bothers me the most is when people

use adverbs and adjectives interchangeably like.

when people misuse [the words] less and fewer,”

said (F’Grady, “and what bothets me even more
is that I sometimes make mistakes myself”
Proper grammar is not stressed in elementary

learning, and it is hard to come back after that.
“When students get to high school, they have
already spent 14 years doing things the wrong
way. Teaching it beginning in high school isn’t
enough to combat this,” said Thompson.

According to several English teachers, the
most common mistakes are ending sentences
with prepositions, distegarding subject-verb
agreement, and confusing ‘who’ and ‘whom.
The subjunctive is anothet frequent mistake,
but most people have not even heard the word
“subjunctive” to know they are doing something
wrong. For example many would say, “I prefer
that he does his homework at home,”
absolutely no ptoblem when in fact the sentence
should be: “I prefer that he do his homewotk
at home.”

Mistakes such as these weave their way into

and see

conversation every day, and have become the
norm. What is even wotse is that teachers
often are not instructed to stress grammar as
much, and therefore make mistakes themselves.
Furthermore, how can a child be expected
to speak correctly when essentially the most
educated person they know—the petson they
expect to speak correctly—does not? This
vicious cycle inhibits them from receiving
potential jobs and bright futures. It just goes
to show that even though grammar is an
afterthought to most teens and people in general,
it still plays a large role in how people are treated
for their work. Now, it is impossible to expect
a change in everyone, but just be more awate
of t}ﬁngé that are said in everyday conversation.
Oh, and by the way “anyways” is not a wotd,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

We were surprised by some of the thoughts and comments in the article
“Teachers Need to Give out Grade Sheets Mote Often.” While many teachers
find it helpful to hand out individual grade reports, some notify students in other
ways. Many post class-wide grade updates ot give informal cautions to students
not working up to their potential. We will always meet with students before and
after school to address progress and missing assignments in any class. These one-
on-one conversations ate beneficial to students because general areas of concern
that might not be evident on a sheet of paper can be identified. Handing out
reports that the student simply throws in the trash, or worse on the floor, often
amounts to nothing more than tree-killing.

Students can’t take a “don’t ask, don’t tell” approach when it comes to grades.
They know when their work is suffering and shouldn’t act surprised by their
grades. Many teachers were concerned by the statement “it is the teacher’s
responsibility to keep track of our grades” as well as the phrase “the teachet’s
job.” Learning is a two way street. Keeping track of grades is part of the teacher’s
job for the purposes of recotd keeping and as an indicator of student’s abilities
to move to the next level of learning, Itis the students job to keep track of their
own grades in order to work toward their own personal goals. It is that factor that
is most affected by wotk not turned in. Too many students seem to see education,
as a service and not a job. As a teacher, we do get pald in the torrn of money,
but students also receive reward for their wIL)rkLn the form of an education. That b
education is valuable and will pay off in the future. The article also referred to

AP classes which pay off in college ctedit. Teaching and learning are both “jobs”

that students and teachers do togethet, both receiving the rewards.
Students can’t afford to see themselves as just passengers in the classroom.

. It is casy for students to think of school as an experience to suffer through
- and not take parttnership in. They are doing themselves a disservice if they only
: care about their progress when they are handed a piece of paper. Students and
" teachers should be partners BOTH should take responsibility for their part.

-Mz. Salvatore Olivo (History) & Mrs. Mary Mathewson (English)

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to the
Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander or e-mail us at: laura.zitnik@fcps.
edu. All submissions become property of The Wire,
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Gaza is to Blame, not Israel

BryAN Jacoss
SpoRrTS EDITOR

The wat in the Holy Land
has been raging for 2,000 years;
however, the tecent war
between Israel and the
otganization, Hamas, has

only heightened tensions.
Hamas has been labeled
by the United States, Israel, and most of Western Europe
as an fundamentalist Islamic terrorist organization.

Since Hamas and Istael agreed to a six month cease-fire
on June 19, 2008, 250 rockets have been launched against
Istael from the Gaza Stiip according to the United States
State Department, which is a direct violation of the signed
cease-fire. Duting this cease-fire, Israel was

Israel has waged a military campaign which is one of the
most mortally just, humanitarian otiented, and militarily
impressive defensive wars against the Hamas terrorist
otganization in the Gaza Strip. Also, it has managed to
keep civilian casualties lower than anyone could have
possibly predicted in the Gaza Strip, which is roughly the
size of Washington D.C. with 1.6 million people and a
birthrate of six childten per family.

To add to this, the overwhelming majority of those that
have been killed by what is called “Operation Cast Lead”
are Hamas terrorists and not civilians. The remartkably
small number of civilians that have been killed had been
ordered to hover atound potential sites for IAF (Israeli Air
Force) attacks to raise the number of “civilian” casualties,
accotding to Isracli and international media around
the wotld. Hamas putposely operates within or near
civilian centers such as mosques, schools, playgrounds
and ordinary neighbothoods to

forced to endure bombardment and live ‘ ‘ o bIOkC increase civilian casualties and lets

in constant fear for their lives from rocket
attacks aimed from the Gaza Strip. These the
attacks, although supposedly justified by

the western media play into their

cease-fire  hands.

Recently, during an interview

Hamas® want for freedom in the Gaza Strip, when rockets were with A/ Jazerra, a senior member of

have lasted since the beginning of the signed
cease-fire in June 2008. Israel had observed
the truce down to the letter of the lawand Hamas.

fired into Israel by Hamas, Abu Marzouq said, “We ate

not saying we will stop firing rockets
from the Gaza Sttip to Israel - we

9

at the end of the cease-fire in December of
2008, Israeli officials publicly voiced their
yearning to extend the agrécment despite
continuous tocket attacks against Israel by Hamas. Hamas
had simultaneously issued statements that they would not
extend the cease-fite because, according to A/ Jazerra,
Tsrael had “not respected the truce,” because of incursions
by the Israeli army, after rocket attacks at the boarder.

According to Israeli media, on December 27, 2008,
Tsrael launched a military campaign against Hamas, exactly
six days after the official ceasc-fire ended. With the help
of Islamic news, .4/ Jazerra, the common misconception
is that Israel started the Gaza-Israeli war by invading the
Gaza Strip for little to no reason,

However, this misconception is false because Hamas
broke the cease-fire, when rockets were fired into Isracl by
them. This also violated the written accords of the truths.
In response to the constant bombardments from Gaza,

Pirates are Least

Lucas ALEXANDER
OpriNiIONS EDITOR

Piracy has been a huge
problem for countries when
shipping valuables across
the sea for a very long
time. Howevet, with the

popularity of Disney
movies, pirates have
become childhood legends glorified by Halloween and
video games.

Piracy, such as that depicted in movies like Pefer Pan and
the famous Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy, is completely
different from real piracy. That kind of piracy used to be
a huge problem during the age of exploration, and in the
sixteenth thtough eighteenth centuries for countries like
Btitain, France, Spain, and other European powers.

Countties transported pcople,‘ soldiers, crops, livestock,
gold and silvet, etc. back and forth between Burope,
Africa, and the “New World” duting these times. These
countries wete already spending huge amounts of money
in colonization, and could not afford to have gold or

are only talking about stopping the
aggression from the Israclis against
the civilian population in the Gaza
Strip. When others talk about a cease-fire, they are saying
all military operations should stop. But we are sending a
message [by fiting rockets]: “We will not surrender. We
have to fight the Israelis and we will win this battle.” Yes,
Abu Matzoug, but what message does this send to the
wotld when Hamas is the one asking for a public outcry
against Israel, yet does not even agree with its own double
standard?

As an American, I am very concerned with individual
rights and personal secutity; it would be hypocritical not
to support Isracl’s “Wat on Terror’” which has lasted for
the past 60 years.

bjacobs@wpwire.com

of Our Worries

other valuables stolen from them, especially due to the
mercantilist economy, which measured a nation’s power
in the amount of gold it possesses.

However, with inventions of the motorboat and
advanced weaponry, specifically guns, the targets of piracy
have greatly changed. Pirates tend to now focus on large
cargo ships with no defense system ot trained crew, to
captute and demand a ransom from.

Piracy has skyrocketed on the other side of the world.
Yet, once again, the United States Armed Forces feels the
need to try and fight it. Piracy is very frequentin both the
Strait of Malacca, specifically Singapore, and on the coast
of Somalia in Africa, the east and west boundaries of the
Indian Ocean. Somalia is an African country with no
form of teal government. It is ruled by warlords and is
2 breeding ground for pirates, many of whom live within
the country’s boundaries to hide.

The Navy recently created a new unit called Combined
Task Force 151, whose sole task is to fight piracy in the
Indian Ocean. This begs the question: why? _

Yes, piracy is dangerous and any weaponry the pirates
can get their hands on is a risk, but pirates merely benefit
from the lack of effort countries put into shipping
valuables. For example, a group of pirates who operated
out of Somalia taided a cargo ship headed to

WEST POTOMAC HIGHE
REPORT CARD

ADMINISTRATION

2RD QUARTER Kenya from Russia. There were six Russian tanks

on board and the pirates demanded a ransom
that was bigger than Kenya could afford.
This problem only happened because Russia

ATHLETICS

did not bother to put weapons or trained soldiers
who could be teady for pirates on board. If they
had done this, the entite debacle would have

STUDERNT (GOVERNMERNT

been avoided.

focusing more on other countrics’ problems than

its own, and it needs to stop. Otherwise, we will
end up sending soldiers to every country in the

L SCHOOL GRADE

B Howevet, once again the United States is
wortld for the most menial of problems.

lalexander@wpwire.com
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Students

MICHAELA ACCARDI
NEWSs EDITOR

What may seem to be just an extracurricular
activity to earn service hours happens to be
much more for some members of out school’s
basketball team, as well as other students at
our school.

Several members of our school’swarsity boy’s
basketball team participate in 2 mentoring
program at local school Bucknell Elementary,
along with other students from our school that
participate in school sponsored extracurricular
activities. A few students include juniors
Shawn Lee, Sarah Holloway, and Shalkil White
and seniors Will Kreger, Leigh Blair, Courtney
Walket, Abu Yalih, David Gaylord, Derrick
Barber and Cole Walter. “T think I make a
pretty big impact on his [mentee] life overall
with all the things he goes through in his life
and the challenges he faces” said Kreger.

Every Wednesday from 3:00 to 4:15 p.m.,
students from our school support younger
students by serving as peer mentors in an
effort to promote academic success and
develop relationships between high school
and elementary students. The mentors begin
by greeting their mentees and discussing their
day to day lives. For example, they may discuss
the activities they have been doing since they
have last seen one another. They then work
on homework, which usually consists of math,
reading and spelling. After their homework
is complete, the students are allowed to play
board games, make crafts or play sports with

Photo Courtesy of Carrie Jones

Senior Rebecca Walker paints the face of a young girl before a varsity
basketball game as part of the mentoring program at Bucknell.

one another such as tie-dying T-shirts or
playing kickball.

The 2007-2008 Program Survey showed
results that were staggeringly successful.
95% of Bucknell students reported that the
program helped improve their grades and
95% of our school’s mentors reported that
“participating in the program helped them

_ see the positive impact that they could have

on the community,” according to the Fairfax
County Public Schools website.

Third grader Jaquan is partnered with
Kreger, varsity football and basketball captain.
Kreger has been part of the program for two
year and said, “I continue to be a part of the
program because of the good feeling you
get from helping the younger kids and know
you're helping your community and a child in

Mentor at Bucknell Elementary

E 5

need.” Kreger was also named Fairfax Cout
Meator of the Month, in what he calls one
the most rewarding moments of his life,

As a result, the boys have developed clc
relationships with the younger students by
only helping them to read and do school wo:
butalso by being a role model. The young be
look up to our school’s top athletes for mo
than just physical ability. Kreger said, “I'm n
going to lie though, being a part of footb
and basketball at West Potomac does make
50 the kids look at you in a different way””

Junior Shawn Lee, also a member of ¢
varsity boys basketball team, said “The mo
rewarding thing is the kids loving you ar
looking up to you. It’s about them not me.”

The relationship that the students ha
developed with their mentors has left a lastir
impact on both the mentors and mentees. “T.
me, the most rewarding patt of mentoting n
student is realizing that no matter what the
life might be like at home, you can help 1
instill some effective skills and positive value
as well as just being an ear for them when the
need to talk. It’s so much fun learning fros
them as well, like new math skills that I neve
learned,” said junior Sarah Holloway, wh
plans to continue the program next year.

Students that are interested in participatin
in the program can contact social worke
Ms. Carrie Jones. Jones will give student
a permission slip and after it is completec
students are paired with a younger student.
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When our parents were growing up, the world around
was very different. The music and technology were diff
and the clothing was surely different. However, dating was
staple in the lives of teenagers and high-schoolers.

Just as our parents once did, many of us have venture
the wild world of dating. However, our dating world is r
Pretty In Pink nor is it reminiscent of Sixteen Candles. These
teenagers are more apt to go out in groups, but some st
steady” English teacher and school parent Mary Mathe
agreed and said, “I think that kids are less focused on hay
boyfriend [or girlfriend.] | think you guys travel in packs” N
another key difference, Mathewson said, “I think that p:

- . o
o

. AsMA Aumap
ONLINE EDITOR

Saying “I love you” to someone can be one of the
most memorable moments in their life. Unfortunately,
the prevalence of internet and even text message
relationships are causing these three powerful words to
lose their meaning.

Over the years, the internet has become a useful L g
resource for information. Along the way, social :
networking websites such as Myspace, hi5, and
Facebook have allowed people to communicate with
not only their real-life friends and family, but also
strangers. A person can lurk around on these sites long
enough until they spot someone they “like” solely
based on a picture. People then begin to develop
feelings that can be detrimental to their mental health
and perception of reality.

Before the emergence of speedy internet websites
and text messaging technology, boyfriends and
girlfriends would think of creative ways of showing
their devotion to their loved ones. Nowadays, text
message screens barely allow 160 characters,
making it incredibly difficult to express personal
feelings. The idea of falling “in love” has also
suffered-as a result of wireless relationships
seeing as how for many teens, saying “l love
you” to a partner has become easy and very
common. ‘

As we get used to the new and innovative technology at our

With the new age of tec
more difficult for teenage

With the help of cell ph
couples can constantly co
hurt a significant others fe
present texting conversati
face-to-face conversation
relationships begin by disg
smiley faces. “It [technolo
no real communication an

When our parents were
technology. Text messagin
parallel the infamous note
generation. This did not ta
argue that the modern age
now meeting their “soul-mr
for them by a computer. N
different meaning.

disposal, it is important to remember the value of a true relationship e : As young adults, bging C
where both partners are dedicated and honest. Such a relationship is much important. The solution? C
easier to carry out when done in person, not when important messages are or Facebook chat them. In

conveyed through texts and emails. the result will be much mc



GWEN FISHEL

are more relaxed because | don’t think that [they] recognize

what you do as dating”

Similar to our grandparents, our parents now are experiencing
firsthand the many variations of teenage dating. There is a whole
new set of rules that are defined with the times, just as when
they were dating in high school. While many of our parents
were in high school, they had to have a date to go to Prom or
Homecoming. However, these days, while many students go to

these events, they choose to go in groups.
As the years go on, dating will most likely continue to evolve

and change. &~ =

MICHAELA ACCARDI
.News Epitor

gy, “serious talks” have become even

es, especially in person.

Facebook and other electronic devices,
icate. When is enough enough? Will it
if one asks to take a break from the ever
exting and Facebook messaging can make
rard and difficult. Increasing amounts of
g ones initial attraction with “LOL6” and
akes relationships impersonal and there$
e, said freshman Meredith Gilmore.

ger, they were familiar with different

bne use, and social networking sites

ng and letter writing of our parents’

er their relationships however. Many
ichnology is doing just that. People are
online with a personality match found
rue love at first “site” has a completely

ent in ourselves becomes extremely
send a special someone a text message
, strike up a conversation in the hallway;

warding.

|
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JEssicA TAYLOR
REPORTER

Technology is always bringing new and innovative ways to connect
and keep in touch with others. By far, one of the most significant
new technological advance in communication is social networking.
Several years ago, Facebook was yet to be founded and MySpace
was just starting up. Now, however, Facebook has become not
just an exclusive social networking site where Ivy League college
students can go to waste time while avoiding homework, but it has
become a must have in order to maintain a proper social life. This
not rings only true for high school and college students but for
working young adults across the world.

- Once seen as a simple internet fad, social networking sites such
as Facebook have become more and more integrated into peoples’
day to day social contacts. Originally seen as a novel way to keep
in touch with old high school contacts, Facebook now has become
a primary way to engage in all sorts of social interactions. From
planning parties and get-togethers to continuing and building upon
relationships, Facebook is almost entwined with ones real life. What
one does on Facebook can lead to real life drama and even affect
whether potential employers and colleges accept an applicant.

As Facebook approaches its fifth year of social networking, the
once exclusively Harvard site has 150 million members and looks to
be far from slowing down and growing obsolete any time soon.

Photos by MCT/Handout Tllustration by MCT/Garrick Gibson
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There is the inexplicable birth of an old man and a behind-
the-scenes look at an interview of an incorrigible president.
There 1s rhythmic Indian “Who Wants to be a Millionaire”
and a lusting German adolescent. Then there is Harvey Milk...

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

David Fincher deviates from his usual directorial picks (Fight Club, Seven) with the emotionally
tolling The Curious Case of Benjamin Button. This romantic drama tells the heartwarming tale
of Benjamin Button (Brad Pitt), a boy botn as an old man with wtinkles, cataracts, and
theumatoid arthritis. Benjamin gets years younger while those around him grow older.

He meets the love of his life, Daisy (Cate Blanchett), while she is a little gitl and he an old
man. The story nnfolds as their paths repeatedly intersect and their love remains listless.

While Cate Blanchett has several prominent movies undet her belt (Babel, I'm Not There,
Notes on a Seandal), Brad Pitt lacks many notable ones. His mediocre performance is dwarfed
by the talented Cate Blanchett, and the story line is all too predictable. Brad Pitt seems to
always be nominated for a prestigious award but never wins. This yeat will be no different.

Frost/Nixon

Michael Sheen’s performance as the flamboyant talk show host David Frost generates the
question of why he is not nominated for an awatd. The actual nominee for Best ActorinaLead
Role, Frank Langella as Richard Nixon, gives another satisfactory petformance that deserves
every bit of recognition. Frost/ Nixon follows Frost’s heightened reclamation of fame as he
tempts the then reclusive former president with hefty sums of money and the chance to explain
himself to the American public. Ron Grazer, known for the previous Oscar winner, .4 Beautiful
Mind, directs another could-be winner. Grazer, however, is just sly of another Oscar win.

“To Hell and Back” --Madeline
Swooning is the antithesis of teen
angst. This song is the antithesis
of swooning. Therefore, by law
of syllogism, this song is teen angst.
“Santeria » --Sublime
Shout out to Lucas Alexander.
SUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUR?!
SWOON faint:
“I Want You” --Third Eye Blind
Just listen to the live acoustic version and it
will all make sense.

We No Music

ALEX FABRIZIO & GWEN FISHEL
Focus Epitor & Copy EDITOR

Bob Dylan once said that he wrote the
Bible. Well, we wrote the Book of Love. So,
here are the songs, and they do not suck.

Teenage Angst at its Best:
“Smells Like Teen Spirit”--Nitvana

Yeah, we know it is overplayed and cliché, but
it is the angstiest, most brooding song evet,
just like Chuck Bass in the latest Gossip Gir/

episodes and who cannot love him?
“Teenage Dirtbag” --Wheatus

\Who could turn down tickets to Tron Maiden?
‘MNough said.

“Authority Song”--John Cougar
Mellencamp

Anarchy and teen angst live happily ever after
forever and ever. And ever. And ever. And
EVEL.

“Born to Run” --Bruce Springsteen

I'he Boss wants to know if you ate ready.
Forrest Gump was.

“Baba O’ Riley” --The Who

Ier us face it. We live in a “teenage

wasteland.”’
“Bad Reputation”--Joan Jett
We all want one.

“You Oughta Know” --Alanis Morrissette
This song is the reason why adolescent
girls use her as a standard to measute how
mgry 2 song is. But, maybe, bitter is more
approptiate.
‘L'ij plicated” --Awvril Lavigne

ng it, girl. Sing it.
“Time of Your Life” --Green Day
This song is largely misundetstood. Take a
hint.

“For the Widows in Paradise, For the
Fatherless in Ypsilanti” --Sufjan Stevens
His voice is enough to melt anyone’s heart,
and the banjo is to die for.

“ 1 Love How You Love Me (Phil
Spector)” --Jeff Mangum

This song is the sweetest song ever written.
Mind the sweatet.

“I Want You to Want Me” --Cheap Trick
It was popular in the 70s, 80s, 90s, and is
popular today for a reason.

“Tll Be” --Edwin McCain

This song is probably how Seal got with
Heidi Klum.

“Naomi” --Neutral Milk Hotel

It is as beautiful as a blood orange sunset
over a picnic in the park.

“Postcards From Italy” --Beirut

Listen to the melody, starting at 2:03. Tt is,
like gondola in Venice, being serenaded by a
local. Now, that is romance.

“Wonderwall (Oasis)” --Ryan Adams
No comment. It is Ryan Adams.

“On the Way Down” --Ryan Cabrera

If only we were Ashlee Simpson.

“Maria” --Nik Freitas

The nostalgia is reminiscent of a former
love... that did not exist.

“Love Me Do” --The Beatles

Sing the song, see the reaction.

Believe the hype; it is true!

[ Duyions Beach, FLI20R

Photos by MCT/Lionel Hans/Michael Golding-Pho illusfration by Grace well

The Reader

Kate Winslet (already winner of two Golden Globes this year for The Reader and
Revolutionary Road) has created a niche for hetself in tasteful nudity. Winslet’s character,
Hanna, tempts a virginal Michael Berg after finding him with a serious case of scarlet
fever, Clothes are off and windows get steamy within ten minutes of opening credits,
The affair, however, mysteriously loses steam after Hanna disappears without telling
the young, love struck Berg. Decades after the affair and while in law school, Berg
re-encounters his former lover while she is defending herself in a war-crime trial.

The performances of Winslet, David Kross as the young Berg, and Ralph
Fieness as the post-adolescent Michael Berg are incredible and entitely
convincing. Kross exemplifies the angsty teenager while Winslet’'s seductive
tendencies are somewhat masked, leaving the affair that much more unexpected.

Slumdog Millionaire

Slumdag Millionaire is the must-see movie of the year. With only limited initial publicity
and viewings in E Street-esque theatres, Shumdog Millionaire will win Best Picture,
guaranteed. A fresh-faced cast of Dev Patil (Jamal Malik) and Freida Pinto (Latika)
evokes insurmountable talent. Jamal Malik, a “slumdog” from the slums of Mumbai,
wins the Indian version of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire,” only to be greeted with
suspicions of cheating. He must convince the unforgiving police sergeant (Saurabh
Shukla) that his answers were authentic. All the while, his actual motive for going
on the game show — to get the attention of his childhood love, Latika — is revealed.

Milk

Gus Van Sant is a cinematographic genius. Known for cult classics such as La?
Days and Drugstore Cowbay, Gus Van Sant’s latest directorial product is by far his
best. Harvey Milk, the first openly gay politician, struggles to win the votes of
San Francisco in hopes of establishing civil rights for all, no matter their sexual
offentation. An amazing ensemble of some of the best actors of the time — Emile
Hirche (Into the Wild) and James Franco (I/yboys) — makes this film utter perfection.
But Sean Penn as Harvey Milk completes the film. His portrayal as the relentless
ctusader is flawless. Although not likely, Mi/k deserves every award possible.

P stayed af the
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‘m an artistic person,” senior
@ Andrew  Nielsen’s husky voice
rasps. That much is evident.

Nielsen is passionate about music; his
favorite genre is rock. His interestis not
an amateur one either. “I read as much
as I can about bands and their music;
I’'m really picky about what bands in particular
I listen to.” A skilled musician himself, Nielsen
can play bass guitar and is learning to play the
piano. His favdrite bands include The Melvins,
Led Zeppelin, and Queens of the Stone Age.

been with West Potomac’s theatre department.
“Pve been interested in, you know, acting
and theatre for a while but I’ve never actually
gotten involved until last year.” Last year was

experience with dancing or singing prior to
doing the musical, it certainly must have been
a challenge. He also played Lord Capulet in
the mmm..%—»%. RKomeo and jitier, and was Colin

Lone mn:mmn

Nielsen’s talents are not confined to music, -
however. Some of his best experiences have -

his first performance; he was a crapshooter in
the spring musical, Guys and Dolls. Having no -

S G e RN o e @%ﬁ&m

in one of the winter one-acts %\a@\ the kx&%nﬁ
“IMy favorite play was] [immy the Antichrist,
because it was a small cast and everything had
a more laid back feel to it. I also had more fun
with my character than any other previous roles ,
I’ve played.” He notes that a carcer in drama |
is definitely a Huommauzhum and plans on getting |
more involved in Bmuﬂ.mu while in college.
As for plans for the future, Nielsen casts the |

|

.Fﬂunmn o». u _»:mrnn_nm-ﬁﬂ ﬁmmfﬁcﬂ»»m w_uonﬁ.mm!
.._Hm music and acting, but no solid plans or

‘:H.:—ﬁnov&u@ moEm 8596 Gsnw@
.8 ﬂﬁ&. " That's where most of my family
uuno_uqu m.o to a community college

»  Traveling is another |
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STEPHEN HOWELL
Lavout/NEws EDITOR
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he was born in Georgia and then moved to Notrth
Carolina, then to Texas, to New York, then to
Kansas, to Virginia, then to Hawaii, then back to
Vitginia. While you might suspect this of a Colonel’s
- daughter such as senior Katy Anderson, you might
8 B8 not know that she was the co-captain of her old school’s

junior varsity bowling team.

“We rode a shott bus to practice twice a week and
wore hideous uniforms.” This was on the Hawaiian jsland

of Tolania.

Anderson maintains an active life outside of school and
patticipates in many extra curricular activities. Once a week,
she tutors younger students. Twice a week, during the fall
and spring, she coaches running clubs at Stratford Landing
¢ and Hollin Meadows Elementary School.

Anderson participates in cross country, and both winter
and spring track. Pole vaulting is her favorite sport. She
| picked it up in Hawaii freshmen year, where track team
members pick only one event. So far, her season has been
going well. Her personal record is 9°9”, and if she can vault
close to that she will qualify past the 9°6” requirement for

States.

Anderson’s laugh is just as distinctive as her personality.
Her infamous snotting laugh earned her the supetlative
s pretty funny, I know

3

“Best Laugh™ among the seniors. “Tt
it’s a joke,” Anderson said.

L3

RACHEL MARTIN

! :aﬁmé Z_m_mm3 mme the
‘camera a coy smile} Ladié

n The Run

Her favorite class this year is Mr. O’Gradys AP Literature
class because she has been able to read classics such as
Dracula, Hamlet, and Atonement.

Andetson still reminisces about her middle school
bowling team. “It was teally fun freshmen year. I got to_
take bowling instead of a quarter of gym,” Anderson said.|
Though the outfits were less than flattering, she looks bacl
on the experience fondly.

Her favorite book is The Time Traveler’s Wife, and Anderson’
listens to mostly Hawaiian music. She likes 80’s movies and
het favorite television shows are The Office and Frvends. ,

Anderson was accepted to West Point this year, however
she is waiting to hear back from her other choices- The |
College of William and Mary, University of Texas- Austin,
and James Madison University.
Anderson said.

Texas Chtistian University,
“I'm stll weighing it

Her dad is a Colonel in the Army,
Instructional Assistant at Stratford Landing
She drives a 1997 Gran Marquise
My friend from T] named it that because it’s an
old grandpa car so we gave it an old grandpa name.”
Andetson is cutting weight for pole vaulting,
so she can use a more flexible pole. “It sucks not being
able to eat spaghettis at track team dinners
said, Track team dinners have bec
high school memories, with
course, spaghett.

and hetr mom is an’

whose name is

ome one of her favorite
manhunt games and, of
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