Camille DiFolco
Editor-in-Chief

Untest in the Middle East: sound familiar? This time
the center of turmoil is Egypt where protestors have been
active for nearly three weeks in efforts to overthrow the
current government.

Since January 25, the streets of Caito have been engulfed
by fiotous protestets, halting travel to and from the country
and drawing the attention of wotld leaders. The revolution
began in opposition to Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak,
a former Air Force commander who has been in power for
almost 30 years.

Egyptian Vice President Omar Suleiman announced
the creation of two committees to oversee constitutional
changes on Jannary 28, but protesters were not appeased.
Inspired by the successful revolution in Tunisia,
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revolutionaties opposed the intense poverty, widespread
unemployment, and autocratic government under Mubarak.
The cutrent revolution is the greatest uptising since the
1970s. Police responded to initial protests by blocking
Facebook and Twitter in Egypt, and repelling protesters
with tear gas, batons, and water cannons, but riots continue
almost thtee weeks later. Protests have since spread from
Cairo to Alexandria and Suez, two other major cities.

On February 1, protestors flooded Cairo’s main Tahrit
Squate, calling for one million suppotters of their cause to
show up. “Tahtir” means “liberation,” and is thus an apt
spot for the protestors to gather in opposition to Mubaral’s
regime. Internet service returned on February 2, and on
Friday, February 4, more protests were staged. Roads into
flashpoint cities like Alexandria, Sucz, and Fanoum were
blocked by the army. :

The Obama Administration announced last week that

Continsed on page 3

Does the media influence body image?

Emily Griffin F
Editor-in-Chief

The media affects many aspects of our lives,
including one of the most impottant aspects-our
bodies.

Since the beginning of time, the media has
dictated what should be considered beautiful and
what should be accounted as ngly. Due to all of
the negative light the media has shone on women,
they have become more sensitive and vulnerable
about their body image. There are many ways
the media, both directly and indirectly, influences
the public on what women should sttive to look
like. Senior Kristen Powell stated “I think all
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bodies and plastering their flaws
for the world to see. Because
of all this exposure, the diet
241 industry has flourished and
is estimated to be worth an
upwatds between 40-100 billion
dollars. “Research indicates
exposure to images of thin,
young, air-brushed female bodies
are linked to depression, loss of
self-esteem and the development
of unhealthy eating habits in
women and gitls” according
to media-awareness.ca.  This
leads to serious eating disorders

people do these days is try to be thin, it is What ppotg courtesy of krisariza.wordpress.com and crash diets by many young

they see and what they hear all the ime.”

Inside this Issue

Many magazine covers cause
The first role of the media is the magazines. women to feel depressed

In every tabloid magazine out there, they are about their body and the way
constantly judging the women for imperfect they look. '

women. The Ametrican research
group, Anorexia  Netrvosa
& Related Eating Disorders
Incorporation, stated “one out

Continued on page 3

Citation for cutting
classes in Texas schools

Tyler Arnold
Reporter

Sitting in Saturday school is bad enough for most students,
but imagine getting issued a ticket for acting up in class. This
policy may seem extremely drastic, but it is happening in
American schools in districts all over Texas. They are trying
this method of forcing students to show up in court if they do
anything that the teachers decided is “wrong” These districts
are cracking down on students ranging from kindergarten to
high school. Junior Spencer Watkins said, “This policy is just
ridiculous and the fact that they have to use tickets to control
this huge range of kids shows the lack of otganization in
these schools.” This new method of punishment is aimed
to ctiminalize misbehavior and fall under the category of
anything from cursing in class to skipping school.

One twist for this seemingly radical solution to student
misbehaviot is the fact that if a police officer gives a student
a ticket then they stay in school and are not suspended. This
means that they miss no school time and only face court
penalties therefore giving them the ability to continue to learn
and stay up to date with the class work. Suspending students
does force them out of school for a set time petiod, but this
approach can be helpful because a small percent of students
should not be in school. The majotity of students learn well
in school and suspension does send the right message for
them while also keeping out the kids who just cannot learn.
Junior Elise Butler agreed stating, “Suspension has been the
main force of punishment in schools for years and the system
seems to work well. There should be no need to suddenly
give tickets for something that would otherwise be punishable
with a suspenasion.”” In the end, suspension is a strong tool the
school system uses and it works very well while at the same
time acting s a less harsh form of punishment other than a
ticket.

Our owa school has been enforcing new policies lately, from
the grade changes to cutting honors classes, but could we see
this policy for our students in the future? According to CINN’s
Steve Perry the founder of Capital Prep Magnet School, this
concept of ticketing students is “a last ditch effort of adults
who cannot control children.” He continued to state giving
tickets to children for cursing is not the right thing to do and
the proper way to establish authotity is to establish the proper
connection for the kid to respect the teacher. West Potomac
may not see this new type of policy in the near future, but
this drastic change in school rules shows that teachers and
administrators will go to any lengths possible to control
misbehavior.

The issue is the tickets, but maybe the real problem lies
in the communication between students and teachers. Many
students claim that if teachers would be more forthcoming
with feedback and expectations, then the level of misbehaviot
would decrease. Arthur W, Chickering and Zelda I Gamson
from The American Association for Higher Education
Bulletin wrote a piece outlining the seven principles of
a good teacher. These concepts consist of encouraging
contact between students and faculty, developing reciprocity,
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- These senior couples were questloned seperately about each other to
) see how well they knew each other. An “X” mark by the answer means
they got the answer wrong... Hopefully, this won't break them up!)

Vieteria Parces & @4@% Kagenby

What was Your first impression | How long have you been together?
[ him 1 year and half a month

When he walked into class he had 3 goofy
smile and i knew | would ilke him.

How did you meet her?

We met in Mrs.Thompsons English ;

How did you meet him?
; class last year.

I met him in AP Language with Mrs.

Thompson What was yourhfayorite date with
er?

Where was your first date
with him?

We went to Facia Luna in
Old Town.

When we went to National Harbor
for our anniversary.

What is Victoria's dream coliege?
coliege and why?

University of Virginia because he
likes the campus and his dad went
there.

She wants to go to Virginia Tech or
Cornell because she wants to be an
engineer.

; What IS Jonathan's dream

What is Victoria's middie name?

What is your favorite Her middle name is Raquel. v

movie?

= = ¥ - i - - z
My favorite movie is Aladdin. - What is Victoria's favorite movie?

. Her favorite movie is Ratatouille. x
What is your best pick up line

What is your best pick up fine?

=2 # 2
You be sin” @, 'l be cos?8, and I lost my number, can | get yours?

together we are 1!
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the Niepling

What was rour first
lmpressmn of Christian?

I thought he was a cutie! He was
sweet and laid back.

What is Christians best
habit?

B 11\ His best habit would be thinking
of others. He is a very generous

person!
Who is his favorite
actress?
He loves Katherine Heigl.

= What is your partners
dream college? ¢

He wants to go to VCU since he loves music!

What has been the best part
of senior year?

Once all my appliclations were sent, | was not
as stressed. Everything became more relaxed,
and now [ have more time for myself and
friends
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~ How did you
guys meet?
We met in Spanish
class.

How iong have
you been ogether

What colleg :
does she want

g to do to?
Longwood .z -

to become a
teacher.
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