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~ Just another bump in the road

Josh Shelton
Sports Editor

The final bell has rung and students are racing to
their cars. As most speed out of the back lots, they
are stunned by a sudden jolt. Their car suddenly
jumps into the air and slams down hard, leaving the
student scared and dazed.

West Potomac has added a new feature to the
parking lots: speed bumps. The speed bumps were
made in early December and as of December 20th,

the speed bumps were unmarked, black bulges pro- '

truding from the black pavement. They were later
painted but for a while the lack of contrast made the
additions hard to see, if at all. There was no official
statement from the school regarding the implemen-
tation of the speed bumps to the student drivers but
Mr. Walls a Security Specialist at West Potomac said
“the speed bumps are for your safety”

Assistant Principal Melton also had a similar state-
ment regarding the speed bumps. He said “The
main reason for the addition of the speed bumps is
safety and security. The second reason is bringing
West Potomac up to other high schools in the area.
If you go to almost any other school in the county,
they have many speed bumps in their parking lots.”

All of this said, most students agree that the speed
bumps are a good idea and help improve safety of
the parking lot. Junior Alexis Bignotti said “I think
it's a good idea though because some people just
speed out of the parking lot to try to get out in front
of the buses, but its not safe because people backing

When peed bup raced in the WestPotomac parking |os student drives are bind-sided.

Sophia Spriggs

out of their spots may not see that car coming and |
then that’s how crashes occur” Not only do they
increase vehicle safety, but also pedestrian safety as
it makes the walk from the school to your car less
like a game of Frogger.

Junior Stephanie Fiedler sees the pros and cons
of the speed bumps. “T'm glad they [speed bumps]
are there because I've almost been hit walking to
my car on more than one occasion,” comment-
ed Fiedler. “But they’re really big and so if I go a
certain speed over the speed bump that I thought
would work and it doesn’t, well, my car will have
had some interesting things done to it”

Damage done to the car is even more likely with
the lack of contrast between the speed bumps and
the road. Driving too fast over one of the speed
bumps can mess up the alignment of the car. The
question is if the damage done to a speeding stu-
dents car is just for the crime committed. Speeding,
no matter where it is done, is still considered reck-
less driving. e

Mr. Melton said in response to why the speed
bumps took so long to get painted, is that there is
a small crew that is responsible for installation of
speed bumps for all the schools in the county. This
being said the company responsible for the speed
bumps have to attend to every school making what
seems like a quick and simple task long and dragged
out. It is expected that the wait will be worth it.

Split the family,
double the love

Exploring two divorced families at West
Potomac, and how parents seperating can
affect students.

Sophia Spriggs
News Editor
Double the holiday celebrations, double the clothes,
double the room and half the parenting force. Some may
think that children of divorced parents have it made, but
this is not necessarily the case. There are many different
kinds family of situations that can arise through parent
separation. Especially over the holidays having two cele-
brations can be overwhelming for children. Here at West
Potomac we can compare the lives of students with very
similar situations.
Age can have a huge effect on the well-being of a child

_ during and after the divorce. It also can depend a lot on

their place in the family. Seniors Austin Griggs and Max
Leonard are both students at West Potomac whose par-
ents have been separated for the entirety of their high
school years. Griggs, the oldest of two siblings, said .
that having divorced parents made him tough early. He
said, “I matured a lot quicker than all of my friends did.”
Leonard, the youngest between him and his sister, said
that his parents divorce had little to no affect on him at
all.

There is a stereotype that children with divorced par-
ents get away with more unsavory activities than do
children whose parents are still together. When the par-
ents communications are still sound some kids find that
they’re not able to get away with as much mischief as
they may have thought. The classic house switch; where
the kids tell mom they will be at dad’s house and they
tell dad they will be at mom’s house, only works if the di-
vorced couple does not speak to each other. Austin says
that nothing ever gets past his mom. Austin’s parents
share custody of him and his younger sister, Sophomore
Marcelina Griggs, but they primarily live with their
mom. On the other hand Max Leonard whose mom is
remarried says, “I do get away with more than some of
my friends can,” this is despite the fact that he has three
parents now. Another deciding factor in the kids well-
being after a divorce; if the parents have started dating
again or are getting remarried. Max’s parents also both
hold custody but he switches back a forth often. He says
that he has fun with his larger family and thinks that the
situation has done little to affect his school work. Griggs
seems to feel the same about his mom’s boyfriend who
he is on good terms with describing their relationship
as “cool”

There is no standard equation for a functioning fam-
ily. For kids a divorce can be taken many ways and can
potentially take many years to adjust. If there is one mis-
conception it is this; that children of divorced parents
have it easy.

WP Upcoming Events

Jan. 15

Jan. 17

Jan. 19

Jan. 24, 25, 26

Jan. 30/31

Applications Tri-M Musical Science Fair Night of the Living Dead | Monster Ball: Night of
due: VCU, Honor located in Thursday/Friday: One Acts
VTech, George Society Induction . Cafeteria 7:00 pm 7:00 pm
Mason, JMU Ceremony: 8:30 am -12 pm Saturday:

2:00 and 7:00 pm

7:00 pm




He recieved a letter from Senator Mark Werner con-
gradulating him on being recognized as an All-Met
_ athlete. Chris was the kicker on the West Potomac
football team and was recruited by the University o
Pittsburg. . '
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STUDENT LIFE

Myinterestinflyingbeganasayoungchild. I startedlessons duringmysophomor

year,andhavebeenflyingeversince. Inthefuture, | hopetohaveanaviationcaree
in the military, or just for fun.
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In April, part of my family and | are going on a dog-sledding/cross-country skiin
expeditiontotheNorth Pole. My familyisveryadventurousand outdoorsyandw
have gone on numerous canoeing/biking/backpacking trips in the past.

My dad has been a huge inspiration in my life foroutdooradventures and lifelon
fitness. This past November he completed his eighth Ironman Triathlon with m
oldestbrother completing hisfirstalongside him. The Ironman Eventis such anin

spiring spectacle of mental endurance and physical strength and is possibly a goa
of mine for the future. 3o

This past year, my dad, an avid mountain
climber, attempted to summit Mount

Everest. Although hisexpeditionwashalted
mid-way forsafety concerns, he planstore
turn in 2014 to finish what he started.

| plan to go to college somewhere on the west coast and major in something in the
science field. ‘

ThissummerlhopetoworkatPhilmontScoutRanch in Chimmaron, New Mexico-a |
backpacking camp for boy scouts and adventure scouts.

Hobbies: hula-hooping, salamander-sketching, chocolate-milk drinking

basketball-dunking, jazz, and globe enthusiast.

The Year in 2-0-1-3

2013 is the first year with four different dig-
its since 1987.

2013 is the first year to be composed of four
sequential digits since 1432 (581 years ago).

65 percent of Americans make one or more
resolutions each year. By the second week in

January, 25 percent resolutions have been
broken.
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