Photo by Jen Friedberg/MCT

Photo by Ray Chavez/MCT

Are the freshmen
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Find interesting
activities to do dur-
ing the cold winter
months.

Learn about ath-
letes who partici-
pate in different

sports.
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Parents gathered for a meeting to discuss the changes that will be impleted starting this year.

School Improvement Plan[s] for change

School community will see more modifications made to meet goals

MICHAELA ACCARDI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students, teachers, and parents alike have acknowledged
the changes occurring around them but few knew that they
were a part of the School Improvement Plan (SIP), introduced
by Principal Cliff Hardison and the Team Instructional Leaders
(TILs). :

-Hardison, the Leadership Team (heads of each academic
department), and a couple parents are currently working on
the program. A parent working on the SIP and PTSA President,
Ronda Drucker, said, “Until more work is done, I am not sure
what the changes will be to the next school year. As you know
FLEX has been on hold and it is one of the major items we are
looking at that will benefit the students in the most positive
way.”

The SIP does not just reach for academic student achievement
goals, but aims to foster essential life skills and a sense of
responsibility to the community. The more specified goals
of the school are to encourage students to hold themselves
accountable and responsible for their education, and for the
faculty and staff to support community service learning.

“We now are rescheduled (due to the December 21st

snowstorm) to have the SIP meeting on February 8 immediately
following our regular PTSA meeting.” Students are invited to
attend this meeting with their questions for Hardison.

These basic plans being discussed involve a great amount
of change that will be incorporated into the school covering
various areas of a student’s high school education. In a
meeting with the Leadership class on December 18, Hardison
introduced the full document of the SIP to the students and
explained that a large portion of the plan requires that students
are in compliance with the rules stated in the Student’s
Responsibilities and Rights (SR&R) handbook. In addition,
“continuous learning” will be used that can be applied to all
learning styles and vertical articulation will be used as a source
of communication between the high school and the middle
school. For example, regular Algebra 1 will be available to
seventh and eighth grade students at Carl Sandburg Middle
School and Honors Algebra 1 will now be available to freshman
students. “Online geometry will also be available during the
summer to students,” said Hardison in his meeting with the
SGA

During the meeting with the members of the Student
Government Association (SGA), Hardison stated that the

_humanities courses dominate and there are significant

See School on page 4
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Lady GaGa wows
her fans with her
newest ablum The
Fame Monster.

Increased number of assaults in the community cause concern

NoORRIS BROOKS
REPORTER

On October 13, 2009 a 17-year-old girl
from our school was released at 8:40
am. due to a minor illness. As she
was walking home, she was physically
attacked in a local neighborhood by an
unknown male. Fortunately, an alert
citizen intervened and forced the man
to flee the area. The police responded
immediately and are investigating the
incident. Officer Goodley, our School
Resource Officer, is also involved.
Principal Clifford Hardison reported the
incident to the students and parents via
e-mail and an automated voicemail.

This was not an isolated incident on

or near a school campus in the northern
Virginia area in recent months. On
December 14, a man named Tereso
Bonilla assaulted a 14-year-old student
at Washington and Lee High School in
Arlington, Virginia. Bonilla wandered
onto the school’s track, while intoxicated
and grabbed a random girl where she
was standing with a group of other
teens. He proceeded to kiss her on the
head and refused to let her go until her
friends interceded. Ultimately, school
officials confronted Bonilla, and he was
arrested.

On the next day, December 15, a 13-year-
old girl was sexu'ally assaulted around
7:15 a.m. near Arcadia Road and Hawaii
Court in the Falls Church area as she

walkéd to school. The police reported
that a man approached the girl from
behind and grabbed her inappropriately.
He then fled the scene and still has not
been apprehended.

These incidents occurred despite
school security. Goodley remarked,
“Unfortunately, I know of many crimes
that occur in the county, and I am not
happy with it. I, along with the rest of
the police department, work hard at
not only protecting the citizens of the
county, but also solving and arresting
the people who choose to victimize
the people of this county.”  School
grounds and buildings are patrolled

See Assualts on page 4
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Learn about two
seniors who hap-
pen to be
teammates.

Students volunteer
locally at Bucknell

CaMiLLE DiFoLcO
REPORTER

Who keeps kids on track with their studies,
motivates them during sports practices, and
inspires them to light up the stage? A mentor does.

January is National Mentoring Month (NMM),
instigated nine years ago by the Harvard
School of Public Health, MENTOR, and the
National Mentoring ‘Partnership. MENTOR is
an organization that works to pair up young
Americans with “quality mentors,” and was
founded in 1990. NMM has boasted such celebrated
sponsors as Maya Angelou, Clint Eastwood,
Senator John McCain, and former President Bill
Clinton.

This year, 65 students are volunteering at Bucknell
Elementary School as mentors every Wednesday
afternoon. According to Jones, who oversees the
mentors within this program, “The mission of the
programis to develop positive, caring relationships
between high school and elementary students.
The goal is promote academic success and instill
a greater sense of responsibility, compassion, and
self-confidence in all participants.”

In April 2009, the Bucknell program was
recognized as the FCPS Based Mentoring Program
of the Year, and two past students from the
program have been distinguished with the Mentor
of the Year Award.

In regard to the program’s effectiveness, Jones
explained, “Students complete a survey at the end
of the year to provide us with feedback, and past
results report that 100% of mentors had a good or
excellent relationship with their mentee... 100% of
mentees enjoyed having a mentor and over 95%
reported that having a mentor helped them feel
better about themselves, improve their grades,
and learn about setting goals and the importance
of school.”

The aforementioned mentors meet with their
mentees every Wednesday afternoon at Bucknell
ES. Their tasks include tutoring and guiding the
mentees, both academically and socially.

Senior Linnea Markson, a mentor for the past
two years, explained why she mentors: “I want to
be a kindergarten teacher, and [the program] is
good preparation. It’s a good experience and helps
the community.” Senior Chyna Johnson-Owens
called the experience “enlightening” and said
that mentoring is important because “helping the
younger generation is a two-way lesson.”

The program teaches “how to work with others”
and is about “giving back and helping future

See Mentoring on page 4
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Many students are participating the men-
toring program at school.
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Name: Max Muwis

Occupation: Student

CaMILLE DiFoLco

REPORTER

Q: Do you play any sports, take part in any clubs- extracurricular
activities in general? Do these in any way relate to your future plans (i.e.
are you planning to play a sport in college)?

A: Yeah, I've been in the running program since my freshman year. [ was
God-awful and didn’t care much, but I have come a long way since then. I
definitely plan on running in college. College running is on a whole other
level, and I think I am well prepared to make the jump.

Q: What are your col lege plans? (Where, what you'll study, etc.)

A: In-state. I was getting ready to send off my application to UC Santa
Barbara, but then California public universities increased their tuition by
31%, so that dream was dashed. Luckily, Virginia has a huge pool of great
schools to choosge from, o it won’t bé so bad. Virginia Tech and JMU are
definite prospects. As for what I will study, I really have no idea. like
architecture, and i really enjoy wri ting, but still, anything can happen.

Q: Have you looked into architecture courses at the West Potomac
academy, or pursued it in some tangible way? -

A: 1 took basic technical drawing and architectural drawing in my
freshman and sophomore years, respectively. A few summers ago, I
Stayed at Virginia Tech for a weeklong architecture and design camp. It
seems kind of nerdy, but it was a lot of fun.

Q: What are your favorite books, music, movies, etc.?

A: Once A Runner by John L. Parker is an awesome book. As movies
80, I'd have to say that Fight Club, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,
and Holes are all up there. When it comes to music I listen to just about
everything. Right now, I'm really into The Killers and Say Anything,

Q: Is there anything interesting about yourself that few people know?
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A:T'm a youtube junkie. Does that count? Also,
show Scrubs. [And] I'm actually not an Americ
London, and I'm a citizen of Australia through
technically American. My friends find it

hilarious for some reason..,

Q: Any shout-outs to your
class, or West Potomac in
general?

A: T give a shout-out to

the class of 2010 fo sho.

I would like to use this
opportunity to ask my
peers to please chill with
the “oh-ten” chant. It'’s not ch-
ten. It's just ten. And a special
shout-out to Khoki “Big
Buck” Bernier- you

are a champion.
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