Red Cross comes to
West Potomac

Anna Peck
Reporter

Want some good karma? Join the club.
This year, West Potomac is
welcoming a new community
service club that is going to bring
out the advocate in everyone,
Club Red. “Club Red is a club
that works side by side with

the American Red Cross
to help with service

learning and provides
age-appropriate
and attainable
actvities with
the school,”
explained
junior Juliet
Narine, club
president and
creator.
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Junior and club president Juliet
Narine helps wash dogs with Club
Red members at a local rescue
shelter.

“T was
impresScd by
the  wvariety
of activities
that the club could do. T also felt that the club would have
strong support for the local Red Cross chapter and that this
could help create more opportunities for students both in
and outside of school,” said history teacher, Emily Millians,
the sponsor of Club Red. The first meeting of the club was
Wednesday, January, 5, 2011. The plan is to have meetings
every other Wednesday in Millian’s room. Clara Barton
founded the American Red Cross in 1881, and its primary
purpose is to help people. The current president is Gail
McGovern and its current location is in Washington D.C.

The American Red Cross holds multiple events throughout
the year like canned food drives, bingo nights, coin drives, and
blood dtives. Volunteets also take ime out to read to elementary
school students. These are all activities students can be involved
in at West Potomac. For more information on the club, you
can follow the club on Twitter and friend it on Facebook.
The club is still new and they are always open to new members.
Current members are already enjoying the club activities and
what the club can offer. “T was inspired by Juliet’s passion.
Pm looking forward to the opportunity to help people and
save lives” commented senior, Julia Catney, a club membet.
Besides the fact that the club provides community service
oppottunities that students need to achieve during the yeat;
it also has fun activities that people can do with their friends.

“It is usually hard to find stuff to do for community
service and 1 always enjoy doing it with friends. This
club seems like a good opportunity for people to
get help with that” junior Jennifer Rodgers said.

Working with the American Red Cross also looks great on
college applications, which would be helpful in the long run for
the majority of the students at West Potomac. The American
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Focus
Hooked on drugs: a growing trend

Fighting for freedom on the Internet

Norris Brooks & Tyler Arnold
News Editor & Reporter

“Give me Internet, or give me death!” This play on the
famous words of Patrick Henry expresses how strongly the
American people feel about the fight for Internet freedom:
unlimited access and uncensored content. Two controversies
have atisen in recent months that may threaten this freedom.

Oneis the vote taken in the final week of 2010 by the Federal
Communications Commission [FCC] to enact aew rules to

for equal Internet access, because service
providers may no longer discriminate
against websites using their networks.
In other words, companies that bring Z88
the Internet into Ametican homes
cannot block certain websites while {f
favoting othets. For example, Vetizon 4
Witeless is not allowed to block Vonage { .
web content; Comcast is not permitted
to interfere with Netflix video streaming
It sounds good. However, many Republicans

Hutchison (R-TX) said, “The FCC is attempting to push
excessive government regulation of the Internet through
without congressional authority and these actions threaten
the very future of the technology.” The fight goes on.
A second conttoversy involves a website called
Wikileaks, which advertises itself as a “non-profit media
organization dedicated to bringing important news and
information to the public.” Founded by Julian Assange, an
anti-war activist, the site provides a secure way for sources
around the world to leak information to the Internet. The
__documents published include sectret and classified
\\\\ _material, while the identities of the soufces
B remain anonymous. The information that

R is posted can be seen not only by US
i citizens, but by any person in the world
| as well. While the articles are informative,
they provide details the American
government may not want made public.
The two posts that have created the most

2 conttoversy are the Iraq and Afghanistan
war logs. In December, Wikileaks published
several of these classified documents
provided by a military insider. The logs contained

in Congtess feel this is a power grab by Photo Courtesy of minov8.com a full list of actions in detail with personal

the government to control the Intetnet.
Some Internet providers feat the rules will restrict
investment. Others even think that Internet access is
something outside of the governments jurisdiction
and that the new regulations will be challenged in coutt.
FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski defended the new
regulations saying they “would ensure that the Internet
remains a powerful platform for mnoovadon and job
cteation.” Expressing the opposing view, Senator Kay Bailey

accounts of soldiers in these areas of wac

The reaction from the US. government was
outrage. Wikileaks.osg was shut down, and Senator
Joe Lieberman (D-CT) introduced a bill endtled
“Protecting Cyberspace as a National Asset Act” It
aims to give the President broad authority to censor
Internet content that is considered a threat to national
security. The Senator has even pressured other websites
to take down content they have gotten from Wikileaks.

Continued on page 3

UCM translators play Santa for the holidays

Lily Wiesblatt
Reporter

On Fordson Road, an unassuming building was Santa’s
workshop for three days.

Every yeat, the United Community Ministries [UCM]
holds a Christmas “sale” for underprivileged families.
Each family signs up for a time slot and those who attend
walk away with enough presents for each of their children.

There were 6 long tables filling the main room at the
UCM. The tables were chock-full of toys, organized by
gender and age. They were divided between boys and gitls,
ages 0-12 months, 1-3, 4-9, and 10-15 years. The amount
of presents a parent got for a child differed according to
age. Infants and toddlers received two items each, and all
older boys and gils received two stocking stuffers, a larget
gift, and a smaller gift. All children got an age-appropriate
book. There wete dolls, jewelty, toy cats, and soccer balls
filling every empty space in the large room. Also, each child
aged 4-9 years gota stuffed animal, children under 4 got an
arts and crafts project, and each family got a ball, a puzzle,
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and a board game.

When parents came in to go shopping, some of them did
not speak English. That is why many students from West
Potomac were there as translators. There were students from
Spanish 2 to Advance Placement Spanish, walking around
the room with adults, talking with them and explaining
what each child could haye. These students were there as
volunteers, receiving nothing but community service and a
feeling of good will towards man. Sophomore Katle Garay
became a translatot because, “I like to volunteer because it
makes you feel good about yourself, and you are helping
your community. My sister told me that this was an eye-
opening experience so I wanted to try it. 1 think I'm going
to come back next year.”

Reasons for volunteeting ranged from receiving
community service houts to accompanying parents while
they volunteeted. Some volunteers, like Garay and junior
Monica Bell assisted because they wanted to spread the
Christmas cheer. Bell said, “I am really fortunate to have
had more of an enriched life where I have received gifts
every Christmas, and so to give back to those who atre not
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QUESTIONS:

R,
T
Ty

What has been your greatest achievement? ~ Whatgivesyou the creeps? If you were deserted on an island,
What advice would you give to freshmen? What is your dream school? Hng
: What is a goal to achieve?
What designer are you most inspired by? gt .COUId okt i i fa:n s il a5
singer, who would it be? What do you do on the weekend?
| have had a lot of interesting opportunities in my life, like being a barrel racer, go- g N

ing to 18th century balls, having a fashion show, doing

for theatre, but
| still can't rank it yet. h

Ladybugs and daddy-long-legs.
1.Teepee 2. Hammock 3. Horse 4 My library 5. Art supplies

Be aware of all the choices you make, will make, and
have made. In one way or another you are account-
able for everything that you do. But also, be happy.
enjoy the education you have the chance to get,

ends you will make, and the fun you can
eventually you

Y -
the i

have. And always smile, because

= 3 S
will make it to senior year:

My dream school is Brigham Young University be-
cause | can pursue Theatrical Costuming, German,
and Ballroom Dance.

I'm by inspired by Marie Antoinette. | love art, pre
19th century, and history. But emotion, people, and
obscurities always find a way into my designs.

On Friday, | visit the thrift store. Go to dinner with
some friends, then watch a film, focus on my art,
or work on a project (refinishing furniture, quilts,

1. wool stockings, etc.). On Saturt

E l— £
\on for a fewdagirs, and it
the evening. Or attend a £

(Il am an English Country

Pd
f Probably when my band and |
played at the 9:30 club last year.
i It was a lot of fun, and it was
great to play at a venue like that.

Heights. They scare me like nobody's e
business. -

i would bring a2 guitar,atent. a
surfboard, a pocketknife, and a
radio to call for help.

Just be quiet. Chances are, you are
wrong.

Probably James Madison Univer-
sity. The campus is chill and their
food is amazing.

| hope to become a professional
musician or actor, just so b will
be able to entertain people for
a _{B;"}

| would work with either Bruce
Springsteen or John Mayer, since
they are my musical idols

\
N

Cannot say that | am into any

one designer. If | think it looks |
good, | will wear it. j
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New

« GTL

Just for Fun!

o (Jetasix P.acl(- of angthing

. Catch up on GOSSIP Gfrf
° UHdcrs’tand /nccptfon

o (qet highcst score on Angfy Pirds

Dicd you know=
e [{ippo milk is Pink
J YOF:JE headis 1,/8 o{:gourl'leiglﬁt

Photo courtesy of Clare Palo

Years R

Photo courtesy of Clipart

Facts courtesy of sudoku.com

e [ortune cookies were invented in America

o A Portion of the water you drink has a!reaclg been drunk
bg someone else

o | he majority of suicides occuron a Monda9

° Womcn have a better sense of smell than men
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o When you take a steP, you are using up to 200 muscles
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