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West Potomac High Schoal

News Editor

Two students at this school
have been charged with murder.
However, the proceedings
at the annual Model
Judiciary Program
Mock Tral also lefr this
school with wictorious
prosecution teams.

Social Studies teacher
Eric Henderson's stadents
participated in the annual
mock trial on Janusary 15,
2005 at the Fairfax County
Judicial Center. Henderson
sponsored the team., The
participants in the trial
were volunteers from
senior AP Government
classes.  Although  the
event is called a mock
tnal, all proceedings were
accarate pormayals of a
real tmal. The students
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riis Mock Trials and Tribulations

Library ——

Mclean, Paul VI, Chanally,

Thomas Jetferson, and

Yorktown participated in the
mock trjal competition.

teams were victorous in their
trial. West Potomac Prosccution
1, led byattorneys Kat Graggand
Carohina Llinas, beat Chantilly

et Al Dhinss standy vohoctied with hie attorneye Sarals Juobs and fessica Rexroas ar be hears bit
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and sentenced to ten years for
manslanghter,

Qur school’s West Potomac
defense teams were not so
lucky. West
Potomac Defense
1 competed
against  Chaaally
Prosecution 1.
Defense  attorneys
Jessica Rexroat
and Sarzh Jacobs
presented theis
defense  case
front of Judge
Thomas Mann.
After & ten minute
private jury
deliberation,  the
jury convicted
Rexroat’s and
Jacobs' defendant
played by Alex
Davis. Davis was
scatenced to 30

Phato by jcu Siyder

acted as lawyers, witnesses;
defendants, and jurors,
An array of volunteer judges
presided over the cases. The
competition pinned a schools
prosecution ot defense team
against another prosccution
or defense team from another
school. Other high schools
including  Lake Braddock,
Robinson,  Stone  Bridge,

“T wish all of you the best
of luck, and ‘hopefully, this
day will change your life," sad
Judge Kiein to all the students
participating right before the
trials began. Kein started this
program fourteen years ago to
solely get students involved in
law from the inside.

Both West Potomac prosecution

Defease -~ 3, 'I'h‘e- Chmmll;

defendant was found guiley of

manslaughter and sentenced to
three years, The greatest West
Patomac victory of the day was
to’ Wese Potomac Prosecution
2. Prosecutors Hana Beckesle
and Steven Petreuas defeated
Paul VI Defense 1. The Paul
VI defendant was convicted

3 years. for 1 degree

- murder. West
Potomac Defense 2 contended
against  Thomas  Jefferson
Prosecution 1, Defense lawyers
Taurin Barrera and Alex Young
alsa lost which resulted 1n
defendant Paul Cambon being
seatenced to 30 years for 2%
degree murder. Plans for the
next round are being organized.

Katie Staples ___
Focus Edetor

Juaior Molly Turaer was selected out
of nearly 200 entrants as one of the five
students from the Greater Washington
Metropolitan Area to present 4 paper at
the 2003 Junior Science and Humanities
Regional Symposium (JSHS].

JSHS is a program that promotes
original research and experimentation in
the sciences, engineering, and mathematics,
and encourages students’ continued interest
and participation in those subjects. Their
mission is to recognize accomplishments
and the significance of research in human
affaits, and the importance of humanc
and ethical principles in the application of
rescarch results.

During the summer of 2004, Turner
attended mentorship Governor’s School at
Christopher Newport University for five
weeks, The program requires students to do
rescarch for the five weeks and then write
a paper on it. Her topic was “The Trends
and .Eavironmental Factors. Affecting the
Distribution of Polar Phytoplankton in the
Ross Sea, Antarctica” Turner used slides
from the Ross Sea to analyze the trends of
the phytoplankton throughout the sea. She
prepared the slides with the samples and
studied the amount of cells from the eleven
different stations in the sea. “Last ycar

in chemistry, Mr. Relton nominated me to
participate in the symposium. There was
a second part of it where we could submit
original research for adjudication, and I sent
them my paper from governor’s school,”
said Turner-

Turner’s Fun with Phytoplankton

and good practice in public speaking and it
fostered an intellectual environment to talk
about my rescarch,” she added. |

She returned on Friday to find out she was
unfortunately not one of the tap two finalists
whao present at San

Turner Dicgo. However,
presented “lT  received 2
her award- scholarship for
winning “mini-medical
paper on her school” which
analysis  at means | get to
Geotgetown take courses at
Uaiversity |y Georgetown
in front of |& Mcdical School at
200 srudents : night for cight to
as well as the 1= ten weeks, all paid.”
unjversity 15 All five finalists
teachers and 8l i from each regional
faculty on 2 symposium, ours
Thursday, % being the Greater
January 6. 5 N . e £ Washington
The students  Modly Turner spent five £ simmer analyzing phytoplank-  region, go on an
alsoatcended  onfor her JSHS ressarch paper all expenses paid
a yariety trip this spring to

of lectures and laboratory opportunities.
The judges who chose the papers were
Georgetown University employees  and
adjudicated the fifteen minute presentation
each finalist presented.

“] presented last out of the five and
thought it went really well. It was exciting

San Diego where the top two winners will
present their research for a chance to go to
the international competition in London,

“I'm really interested in science and I think
this is a great opportunity for me but I don't
know if 1 want a caréer in this yet; we'll see.”
said Turner.
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Putting the Honor Back in NHS
Dear Editor,

We have heard quite a few disparaging remarks lately about
the National Honor Society in addition to Jessica Rexroat’s
letter to the editor. While some of those remarks have been
wasranted, many have not. They sell short the students who
work very hard to live up to the name “Honor Sociery.”

The disparaging remarks don’t tke into account the
students who began 2 mentoring and tutoring program
specifically for ESOL students. They don’t take into account
the students who give nearly 100 houss each semester of
community service to the Mount Vernon Hospital, or the
Students who volunteer with the drama program at Carl
Sandburg. The list goes on. Ms. Jensen and I have heard
directly from community service coordinators about how
valuable West Potomac NHS volunteers are. In the last 18
months, the number of contacts we have received from
community organizations asking for help has morce than
tripled. Those who have gone before have represented us
well, and the community knows that they can rely on us. In
addition, West Potomac itself knows it can count on us, The
athletic department has requested that we set up a formal
tutoring session for athletes and the guidance department
contacts us regularly for the names of students who ate
willing to. volunteer as tutors. Both the school community
and the community at large know they can count on us. If
an NHS member says they will do something, they do it. If
a single member doesn’t meet their obligation, another one
will step up to cover for the loss,

Docs that mean that we don't have some bad apples? No.
Does it mean that our members don't lie about their service
or other character traits? Probably not. Or does it mean
that the NHS sponsors don't know who these people are?
Definitely not. But, the next time a negatve comment about
the National Honor Society is presented, tey this: ask that
person how they know about the bad things, then ask them
what they have done to fix them. It’s casy to sit down and
write a letter, it’s another thing to ask, “Then why are you
here?” Kudos to Jessica for exposing the issuc, Now what?

Mary Mathewson; NHS Sponsor

Dear Editor, = 4

This is a letter of reassurance to all freshman and
sophomore girls: IT GETS BETTER. Unfortunately, i
order for things to improve they must first become worsc.
That is where junior year comes in.

Your junior year of high school. You will learn to deal
with the stress of being a high school student. All of
yout complaining sophomore friends will be scoffed at
(“Hah, you think ONE AP is bad? I'm taking four!"”) Your
homework load will quadruple (and so will the BS you are
encouraged to produce), and you will say to yourself “Thank
God I only have one more year left in this hell-hole” As
for you social life — if you aren’tin a clique (or if you're not
one of those people who transcend social boundaries), you'll
be pretty much on your own, Here’s where | say, again, I'T
GETS BETTER.

Senior year, in terms of workload, anyway, sucks.
Fortunately, the teachers are more relaxed, the work is
slightly more interesting, and the BS-factor increases
¢xponentially. Your ultimate goals; finish college

Senior Words of Wisdom

A Rave for the administra-
tion for cancelling 2 sched-
uled Saturday School. A
fresh slate for tardies sure
feels good.

A Rant for the taking away of
a teacher workday at the end
of the quarter. Our teachers
deserve a chance to wrap up

everything they deal with.

A Rave for the onslaught
of snow at the end of the
month. It’s about timel

Rants and Raves

A Rant for the ugly wolverine
carcass that now decorates
our school trophy case. What
an incentive for school spirit!

A Rave for the rash of '_,/ !
extended weekends in the
month of January. School
always seems better when
observed on an off-day.

A Rant for the sudden phe-
nomenon of unidentified
flying objects in the hallways.
Kids, grow up.

There’s No Sense Like Snow Sense

Ilogical. Irrational. Absolutely absurd.
These words and more accurately describe
the Fairfax County Public School System’s
snow day policy.

It’s not that FCPS is stngy with snow
days and two-hour delays; it's that the delays
are given with no earthly thyme or reason.
Tuesday, January 18, students were awarded
2 two-hour delay for extreme cold — the
night before, temperatures dipped into the
single digits. It’'s perfectly reasonable to have
such a delay. As the school board said, Buses
would have a difficult time starting and
driving in such conditions. However, when

“ themorning of the 19" rolled around, it was

just as cold. The school board had been
thoroughly chastised for its precipitation-
less panic, so the school day occurred as
usual. For the next week, the thermometer
never inched above freezing, vet that one
Tuesday morning marked the only cold-
related schedule change.

The next weekend, the DC area was hit
with its largest snow storm yet this year,
Four to five inches of snow fell around
the county, and by Sunday night, most
neighborhood streets around West Potomac
remained unplowed. Logically, 4 two hour
delay was granted on Monday to ensure
plenty of time for buses and student drivers
to navigate the treacherous roads.

On Tuesday, these same roads were largely
unchanged. A bricf, violent snow shower hit
the area in the early afternoon and fed the

already-icy streets. As on Sunday, cars slid
around corners and through stop signs, yet
again the schedule remained normal despite
the existence of similar conditions which
prompted a delay.

It is time for the School Board and FCPS
Administration to construct a discernible
and coherent policy regarding snow.

The county leaves students and parents
alike in the cold with its inane decisions.
Whether it’s waiting until 5 AM to announce
2 delay for weather that lasted through the
night, or dedlining to release students early
because snowfall began 15 minutes after the,
cut-off time, the School Board puts students
at risk by leaving them out on roads that are
unsafe.

This staff does not purport to demand
that delays and cancellations be handed out
like Halloween candy; we are required to
attend 180 days of school, and significant
dents in the schedule will serve as a wrench
stuck in this finc-tuned educational machine.
No, instead, we simply ask for an intelligible
response or explanation from FCPS when
we examine the local weather and discover
4 snow storm barreling down from the
northwest.

The student body has failed to gain an
off-campus lunch policy because the county
fears for our safcty. Why should these same
students be forced to skate their cars to
school?

applications and live through the end of first scmester. If
you're lucky enough to get into college carly, life will be
significantly less stressful; if not — Pm sotty, When you're Wik Rotiias Schoal Fiiday, Octiber29. 2
caught up in all of the collegiate drama, sit back for a second 6500 Quander ;{;,g: EST POTOMAC Vglu.:\eo;t 201 mge 5004
and take a look around. The cliques that seemed ubiquitous | Alexandria, VA 22307 al
during junior year disintegrate as if by magic. It is almost L IRE
as though people realize they have less than one year left in
this place — maybe it’s about time they started being nicer to
everyone. Or perhaps they don't want to be remembered Editors-in-Chief Hana Beckerle Photo Editors Houston Murphy
unkindly at their twenticth high school reunion. Regardless, Ansley LaBarre Evan Dobbs
you will {hopefully) find yourself making friends with Business Manager Robin Harry Copy Editor Joe Coram
people you would have never even considered previously. Asst. Business Managers  Adele Hampron Advisor Ms. Keley Jensen
Just remember to give people a second chance — people can Angie Palma Reporters Joy Yoo, Sarah
change over time, and they often do. Boys will be boys, and Opinions Editor Drew Macklin Raser, Rob Jones,
girls will be girls, but we all grow up (whether it is obvious or News Editor Jeff Snyder Mark Peterman,
noy). Especially the boys. Make friends with them — they are Features Co-Editors Ashlee Newecomb Jason Yaworske,
infinitely less dramaric, and they only complain half as much Katie Staples Laura Lofgren
(on average). Plus, many of them are much more mature Focus Editor Marsissa D’Orazio
and insightful than we give them credit for, Sports Editor Alex Keckeisen

In closing, T'll just say it one more time: IT GETS
PEITER M:.y anly rcmmmn.g Mipeeie '.:0 ‘?Ot At yourscl'f The Wireis a publication whose aim is to inform, educate, and entertain the student body, The Wire will not print any material
get caught up in too much of it— PeIspective1s key Now, sit that is libelous or obscene, or that will invade any person’s right to pavacy, The ideas expressed in unsignied editorials reflect the
back, relax, and enjoy everything you've got going for you. opinions of the newspaper staff; hawever, Letters to the Editor do not. The IPireis an opea forum for discussion which is printed

by Journal Newspapers. If you have an apinion on & school-related issue, please submit your Letter to the Editor of 250 words
Sarah Mullens, Senior or iess to Room 418 Quandes, or e-mail us ac: kelcy jensen@feps.edu. All submissions become property of The Wire,
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Lost Lore of Lunches of Yore

Drew Macklin
Opintons Editor

It has become something of a otal for
me to wate an Opinion column in every
issue of this publication. For a long ume
1 boldly used the column as a soapbox for
my political views, until | was sure that 1
had resoundingly chastised every dissenter
with my brilliant rhetoric.  Then, 1 fele
compelled to extol the glories of hard work
and diligence with regards to class and
extra-curricular acuvities. It scemed the
least 1 could do to make a difference in the
school. Strangely, these two subjects soon
lost their luster; | became convinced readets
were tired of them — that they bad become
clichéd and overused, So, with no small

.. |E
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s,
amount of forethought and contemplation,
1 have struck upon an issue that lies close to
my heart and, in my mind, desperatcly wants
for attention: the travesty that is out school
lunches.

Elegy for Almost Ivy-Leaguers

“Bah!” you might cry. “T've caten a pink
tray bunch every day since 5% grade, and
I've found that, once you manage to gum
through the staler portions, school food is
surprisingly tasty as it sneaks down your
throat! Sure, sometimes the taste doesn’t
match the actual food product, but hey!
Who doésn’t like a little surprise now and
then?”

Yes, you might ucter this declaration with
sincerity and confidence on the outside, but
T have no doubt that, inside, your innards
are weeping for those lost sack lunches of
yore. ‘The awful truth is our school food
just doesa’t light # eandle to the nutrition,
taste, and convenience of a scrumptious
home-made-and-packaged-with-care brown
bag lunch. Worse — most students realize
this, yet they still prize the unpalatable pink
tray lunch.

Why is this? Could it simply be one more
condemnation of our socicty as & whole
— just another item found on Osama’s
“Reasons to Hate America” list? Does there
exist, far away ig 2 secretive terrorist camp,
a classroom poster with a pink tray labeled
“evil” a ~sickly looking- American child
lnbeled “ignorant” and a firm exhortation
to “Fight to save the bag lunch from the
worthless infidels”™? T can only hope not,

Instead, 1 lay the burden of blame on a
little vice 1 like to call “laziness” That's
right, “laziness”  Picture this all-too-
common scenario; every morning, our
hero Wally Wolverine listens to the alarm
issue a call to “rise and make ready for the
dayl” The stage is set, the time is there for
the taking; the kitchen all but shouts, “Look

-compatriots  contentedly

in my pantry! There are chips and cookies
and pretty brown bags! Go on, open up
the fridge! Look at this lunch meat — ham
and turkey and salami and cheeses galore!”
Does our noble Wolverine heed this call to
wiake and make a lunch? No — he hits the
snooze and rolls over for 2 bit more sleep,
leaving the house groaning in agony.

Then, sometime in the thied block of the
school day, the stomach of this unfortunate
student sends forth an ominous growled
warning, The hapless scholar realizes at
fast that the curse of unfathomable huager
is minutes away; in a fit of panic he watches
the clock tick toward lunch. Finally, the
lunch bell rings and the classroom vomits
him out toward the cafeteria, Our wayward
hero senses relief at fast, when, Oh no! The
pungent odors of the lunch line waft into
his nostrils and ooze out again through his
carsl He casts his eyes about desperately,
searching for escape, but is greeted oh-so-
cruelly with the vision of his classtoom
chewing on
cookies and chips that they carried from
home. Dejected and despondent, he files
through the line like a prisoner of war, his
pink tray a badge of shame.

Sadly, Wally Wolverine is not just a figment ‘

of my imagination. He comes to life
everyday in the shape of students among us.
So this column will end with one resounding
eshortation, aimed toward those who are

able to make a Junch, yet indolently choose

not to: wake up! Sacrifice those precious
five minutes in the morning and pack a
lunch into  little brown bag] Your stomach

in our minds. We are the chosen

O PINIONS

Marissa D’Orazio
Focus Editor

“Oh my god...what if I don't
get into any of my top choice
colleges and end up having to
go to [JVA? I'm so worricd... 3¢/

The first time T heard this,
I almost spit out what T was
eating, I soon found this was no
anomaly, as [ heard ir fifty more
times. Face it, the senior class at
West Potomac is full of spoiled
brats.

For those of you who haven't
begun the horrific process
of transcribing your life onto
a few sheets of paper on a
college application, you should
know a little bit of background
information. The best in-state
school’s tuition averages around
§10,000 a vear, out-of state
schools average $20,000 a year,
and finally, the top name Ivy
League colleges many of my
peers hope to attend, cost about
$30,000 a year. And this is only
wition-- no room and board
included. Coilege is not cheap
atall.

“Oh well” some of you may
say. “Mommy and Daddy will
pay for it” Not everyone’s
pareats are willing to do this.
And cven if they are, is there
some kind of sick pleasure you
take in burdening them with
ridiculously high tuition bills?

There is no point. Unless
you harbor a deep hatred for
the people who mised you and
wish to run them straight into
the ground, you have no excusc
not to be reasonable in where
you choose to apply to school.
If you apply yoursclf, there is
no difference in the amount
that you can learn between
Ivy Leagues and Virginia’s fine
selection of schools, except that
Virginia schools are about one
third as much as Iyvy Leagues,
and students in Virginia don't
have their noses quite so high
in the air.

Why do people set their
sights on presugious private
colleges? For that matter, why
would you pay more for a shirt
at Abercrombic instead of a lot
less at Wal-Mart when you know
both fulfill their task— clothing
you? Because you pay for
something depending on the
pame and reputation it has
without considesing how decent
of ajob it does.

If you know you aren't cut
out for Smart People Land, why
gven waste a college’s time? |
once heard a ramor about a kid
who was a complete slacker, and
their list of potential colleges
was astoundingly decorated with
name-brand colleges. When
someone asked how this person
cxpected to get accepted, they

simply replied, “My parents
have connections.” If your
education really isa’t important
to you, then why don't you find
some other job and let someone
who will mke college seriously
take your place?

In our minds, we're all special;
we're all prodigies, This is what

- - ~

society wants vou to think.
You're told all of your life that
you are smart, but applying to
college is your time to prove it.
You open up onc of a
thousand packets you receive in
the mail from a smorgasbord of

colleges:  “Dear Johnny, we've
secn your test scores and GPA,
and we think you'd be a great
candidate for Harvard College”
“Did you hear that, Dad?
Harvard wants me! Harvard!”
That is how the idea is planted

ones; the well-above-average
children, But what colleges
don't tell us 15 that as humans,
we are naturally over-confident.
And what your fricnds won’t tell
you is that it is utterly sickening
to listen to you count your
chickens before they hatch.

Sometimes 1 imagine 2
board of men in black suits,
each representing a college, in
an intense mecting about their
long-standing conspiracy. The
NOVA rep is scated DeExt o 4
Yale rep. “Mr. NOVA, isa'c it
hilatious how we provide the
exact same educanon? When is
America ever going to find us
out?’’

“Mr. Yale, vou know they
never willl Americans will
spend absolutely any amount of
money to increase the standing
of their reputation.” Mr. Yale
flashes him the omniscient
smile that we all think only an
Ivy League man can give.

Whether you think 1 am
sudisgc or ner, 1 am going
to laugh when all of these
poor kids don't get into the
disgustingly ~ cxpeasive  Ivy
League where they thought
they would graduate first in
their class, and instead have to
hang their head in shame as they
slouch through the hallways of
the University of Virginia,

. Friday, January28, 2005
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It's Fairly Plain: Feminism is Pro-Life

Hana Beckerle
Editor-in-Chief

On January 24, 1 attended
the 32™ March for Life in
Washington, D.C. This annual
event is held on or near rhe
anniversary of the landmark
Supreme Court decision, Rae #
Wade, which legalized abortion in
1973, The March for Life attracts
pro-life citizens from across the
country to protest the tragic
ruling and show support for life,
even in its carlicst stages,

As a staunch advocate of
the pro-life movement, T was
heartened to sce people of all ages
and races. Over 100,000 pcople
braved the frigid temperatures
and shish-covered streets of our
nation’s capital for the march this
year as a united front for the pro-
life majority in this country.

One thing that [ have come to
understand is that most Americans
feel the feminist movement s, as
a rule, “pro-choice” Nothing
could be further from the truth.
Feminism is to advocate women'’s
rights and adyance women’s
causes, and I can think of no

Tsunami Life Lessons

better way to do this than to be
pro-life.

Pro-choice advocates may argue
that the reversal of Roen Wads
would be most derrimental to
women of limited means because
they may not be able o afford
any opton othet than ‘aborton.
Contrary to what one may think,
there are many resources available
to women in crisis pregnancies.
There are dozens of websites
that have contacts for women
who don’t know where to turn.
In our area, there are several
crisi§ pregnancy centers, such as
the Marih Center in Alexandria,
which offer everything from food
and shelter to counscling. These
centers may not réceive very much
attention, but they offer better
choices for a desperate woman
than to simply end her baby’s lifc.
A troe feminist rccognizes that
there are better options for her
fellow women.

There is always the alternative
of adoption, which has been
available to women for years.
Some couples that are unable to
have children of their own have
resorted to measures such as

traveling to Eastern Europe and
Asia in search of healthy babies
1o adopt. There are even services
that allow women to choose their
child’s adoptive family. Imagine
if, instead of killing unwanted
children before they are born, the
women of this country offered
these babies up for adoption to

mean that promorng moral and
spititual health in women s not
as’ important s _ecenomic. and
social normalcy? 1 think not. A
feminist above all others should
recognize the need to sparc her

fellow women the anguish and

regrevof abortion.
Besides a woman’s psychological

A true feminist recognizes
that there are better options

for her fellow women.

health, her physical health
may also suffer from
having an  abortion.
According to  several

those who will love and care for
them.

Advocates of “choice” have
tried for years to make the
assertion that after an abortion,
a woman can simply return
to her cveryday life as it was
before, without the “burden”
of a baby. Thesc women may
be unaffected economically and
socially, but what about their
moral, psychological and spiritual
well-being? There are countless
tales of women who regret their
abortions after the fact. Ican only
imagine the remorse that would
result from having a life ended
at my hands. Does feminism

recent  scientific  studics,
women who have had one
or more abortions are at a much
higher risk for cervical, ovarian,
and breast cancer later in life. A
“feminist” who argues that it is
in a woman's best interest for
her health to have an abortion is
simply wrong;

At the March for Life, I was glad
to see my fellow demonstrators
carrying signs that read “Women
Deserve Better” New rescarch
has shown that many women
feel pressured by friends, family,
or their baby’s father to have
an abortion in the frst place,
and the vast majority of women
regret their abortions afterward.

Organizations such as Sileat No
More work to- disseminate the
myths about how women’s lives
are affected by abortions.

The catchy phrase “reproductive
rights” thrown around so often
by pro-choice citizens does not
describe all - of the effects of
an abortion that arc in no way
helpful to women. 'Rather than
presenting women with all of
their optons, the pro-choice
community chooses to emkh“im
the poorest choice a woman can
make. How is that fcminism?

It is time that the pro-choice
community  recognizes  that
abortion is not a woman’s only
option, and that it is the option
that will most negatively impact
her life. We arc constantly told
by the media and by various
organizations that a feminist is
pro-choice. Women across the
conntry will testify thac this is
not true. If we seek to serve the
best interests of women, abortion
is not acceptable. I hope that
the day will soon come when all
women can sce that they deserve
better,

Join the (Slacker) Club

Joy Yoo .
Wire Reporter

The number of deaths caused by the

infamous Southeast Asian tsunami s
continuing to increase hourly, More than
half of the deaths have taken place in
Indonesia with a toll over 100,000. The
earthquake that caused the tsunami has
been the deadliest earthquake over the past
century, These numbers and descriptions
arc simply unimaginable, How can one
earthquake take away so many lives?

As the nation’s youth and future
generation, we are responsible to aid not
only these numerous victims but also the
rest of the underprivileged and not-so-
fortunate throughout the world; however,
many of us still remain absorbed in our
“own little world.” Despite our awareness
of the hotrific evils of poverty, abuse,

PhnmAhy Fyvan Dobbs.

disease, and natural disasters like rthe
tsunamyi, we still choose to carry on with
our lives and ignore them. Some of us
do not think we have time; some think
their time and volunteering will remain
insignificant.  Thesc ase all excuses and
deceptions we consistently hammer into
our heads. We ate always engrossed in the
money and marerial-driven world.

Ignoring the needs of others is simply
inhumane, As students, we have a strong

voice in the worldwide community. Many

“believe the youth of the world do not

have the capability of expressing opinions
anywhete; however, this is not true. When
an adolescent makes a big break in news,
many, including adults, kids, and senior
citizens, are motivated to follow their lead.

As teenagers, we sometimes believe that
no one is more important in this world
other than ourselves and a sclect few
other people. We often live as if the other
billions of people are unimportant to our
world. There are really only handful of
teenagers who act unseclfishly.

In other pares of the world, such
as Thailand, citizens live on the bare
necessities; however, here in America,
citizens take the basic necessities for
granted and believe that material things are
essential. Our world is based on availability,
If our nation was stripped of the
superfluous designer stores and expensive
cars, life and society would change. People
would realize that there is more to life than
being rich, famous, and good-looking; it is
sad that we cannot realize this regardless.
There are many ways to voice your opinion.
Schools are a great source of voicing your
opinion; you can join a club or even start
your own club. In this case, you can go
about upholding your responsibilicies as
citizens of the world with your friends.

Take a step out of your normal world, Tey
and volunteer and commit just a little bit of
your time, Time i5 not 4 measurement of
your commitment; your persistence and
visions are. As the future of this world,
we need to wake up and acknowledge the
global problems and try our best to change
it. Now is the critical tme to begin this.
Carrently, we believe we are invincible and
“on top of the world,” but sporadic events
such as the tsunami should open our eyes
to reality. After such a tragedy, we cannot
sympathize for a couple months and forget.
Now is the tme to take = stand and put
others before ourselves.

Ashlee Newcomb
Style Editor

through the hallways, rush to your rde
home, but wait, you have a club meeting
after-school, Stumble back through the
hallways, against student traffic; to the
club’s location and sit through a long speech
about attendance, community service hours,
group projects, and blah, blah, blah, Suchis
the life of a club member. This may sound
a little contradictory from an officer of two
community secrvice clubs, however, this is
the impression I receive from a majonty of
members. I personally do not feel the same
as these select students, but, 1 admit I have
days when I just want to go home and sleep.
However, that is not what I signed up for.

The community service organizations
within this school are beneficial to their
members’ future, The select societies that
handpick members assist in excmplifying
to colleges that their membership is
held in high-regard. These members are
supposedly individuals who desire to help
others, and are capable of balancing their
school work and still remain dedicated to
their extracurriculars.

You would think thar these prestigions
membess would nor complain  about
organizatdon palicies, when that
organization has the potential to aid its
members with their college aceeptance.
Most colleges laok for prospective students
that are active in their community and are
metnbers of associations that achieve w do
so. Now, I trust it is not only I who belicves
merely attending meetings and completing
community service hours would be not too
much for something that can profit you for
college. Most service clubs have a meeting
once a month, which proves somewhat
incfficicnt. However, to some, thosc
precious 15 minutes-one day a month-is a
complete waste, and could be spent playing
board games.

same

~ Wake-up, suffer through four classes, push’

Hopefully, I am not coming off entirely

/biased rand sounding like: 4 ranting club
officer, but I do not find it demanding.to

‘reserve some of your time to attend your
designated clubs’ meetings and actually
participate. If you intend to claim you are
a member on your college applicatons, why
not seek to prove that you arc an cffective
one, for moral’s sake. It does not follow
through that you are an active component
of a society when you blow off your
respoasibilitics.  For those of you, who
are raking their chances to fool the system,
don’t think it will last.

I personally do not understand the
mindsct of students who claim tw be
making a difference when they do not
actively participate. How could they not
carry a heavy conscience when they know
they are doing is immoral? To them, it's the
easy way Out.

Theoretically, most members of these
service clubs are, “the best of the best.”
1’s interesting that some of these students

Photo by Houston Motphy

do. not actually do aaything to prove

their supposed superior status. Maybe the
leaders of these societies are the individuals
to blame. It’s possible that leaders, like me,
who set their members on a pedestal; are
buying into their members’ good deeds, and
working to give their osganization a good
name. However, | wish that were actually
true. There will always be people who take
advantage of club bencfits, whether they do

anything of not. e

" The Wire ;.
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Differ: Assessing the

Right to Protest

Free Speech Cannot Be Denied

Rob Jones
Wire Reporter

Imagine a world run by Drew Macklin. A
world in which people could never express
their opinions, never show indignation, and
never practice civil disobedience. A world
in which we would be expected to fall in
line behind our beloved Fiihrer, following
his tyrannical lead while the country swiftly
runs itself into the ground. Sound like a
pretty picture? Well, since there is very
litfhe chance my esteemed colleague will
be running the free world any time in the
next few years, we may rest assured that our
basic civil libertics are safe. Or may we?

Inauguration day empowered spurncd
voters to protest against the induction of
2 leader, who in their opinion, (and in the
opinion of most of the world), facks the
neurological means to chew gum and walk
at the same time, let alone cope with the
vast array of constant pressures that berate
world leaders at every moment of their lives.
Multiple demonstrations werc planned to
coincide with the inauguration ceremony:
unified efforts from grass-roots campaigns
working toward anti-war, pro-envitonment
and various other liberal causes. Voters
from all over the Metropolitan area turned
out to demonstrate their unabashed disgust
for the reelection of a president who has
poured hundreds of billions of dollars into
an unnecessary and unjustified war while the
national economy experienced a downturn
from the largest projected surplus in history
to the largest projected deficit.

Even as these masses turned out on
Inauguration Day, some people feel that
such a demonstration is disrespectful to
the powers that be, and hence, should not
be allowed. Perhaps they are right. These
demonstrators clearly present 2 danger
to our society. After all, nothing is morc
detrimental to a free culture than dissent.
Where would we honesdy be if people
were allowed to denounce our commander-
in-chief and present a picture of national
disunity?  Oh, that’s rght, we'd be in
AMERICA,

The demonstrators were fully within the
bounds of their constitutional rghts to
freedom of speech and assembly, mercly
expressing their outrage at the collective
ignorance of a slight majority of the
American public. However, supporters of
the Bush administration sec the protests as
unpatriotic and disloyal to our country in
a time of war. They say our nation must
show its support for our efforts on behalf

of “freedom™ and “justice” in Iraq. They
want us to believe that if we are against the
powers that be, then we arc against America
itself.

This approach is typical of the Bush
administration’s record these past four
years. The President and his GOP chorus
line have been constantly playing on the
American people’s most primal fear. They
have escalated the terrorist threat rating t©
a perperual level of “high” and built their
campaign for reelection on the fear of a
policy shift in the country. Bush’s own
unofficial slogan has been, “If you're 0ot
with us, you're against us,” a motto which
helped to draw undecided yotes awzy from
his primary opponent in the 2004 election
campaign, Joha Kerry. The administration
has kept the public in constant fear of
deviation from the status-quo, and wants to
rmaintain the illusion of unified support of
its “great leader”.

What they fail to mention is that the very
vitality of our nation has been a result of
centuries of controversy. It has been the
driving force behind cvery major social and
political change in our history, and it will
be the same in this situation. Apparently,
conservative America is not secure with
its hold-on the country, and would prefer
the masses to fall behind. their banner like
a mindless mob of monolithic neo-fascists.
Perhaps they have forgotten
their mass condemnation of
the repression of free speech
in countries controlled by
“evil-doers” such as Saddam
Hussein.  (Just to refresh
everyone’s memory, this played
a major tole in justifying our
invasion of Iraq in 2003).

These crtics of public

demonstration  forget  that
the freedoms of speech and
expression arc our most

cherished  freedoms  of all
This country was built on
dissent and civil disagreement
Difference of opinion is the
very foundation of American
frecdom. It has becn

A Protester at the 2005 Prmdmna Inaugsratian,

Free to Speak and Destroy?

Drew Macklin
Opinions Editor

“Congress shall make no law...
abridging  the freedom of speech,
or of the press, or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble” The
First Amendment in the Bill of Rights
represents the bulwark of democracy
and out way of life. One insignificant
collection of words guarantees dissent,
dissention, and, thercfore, continuous
political change. It ensures a majority
that will never rule too severely and a
minority that will onc day rule again.
In short, it provides everything that
sets America apart from the rest of the”
world.

Freedom of speech protects the
airspace of both Al Franken and Rush
Limbaugh, letting them rant and rave
to their heart's content through the
nation’s radios. It allows both The
Passion of the Christ and Fabrenbeit 9111
to hit America’s movie screens.  And
most of all, it guards both the annual
March for Life and the annual March
for Women’s Lives. Whether or not

the rhetoric, images, and the ideology
behind them match the administration
in power, they are protected under the
First Amendment.

Tom Priddy/KRT

= Bl

responsible for everything from
our very independence to the foundation
of civil rights and equality for all people. If
the conservatives cannot handle that, they
cannot claim to be patriotic. By attempting
to supptess civil dissent on Inauguration
Day, they are, in cffect, no better than the
tyrants we have striven to overcome.

The rght to assemble is just as
important. It allowed Martin Luther
King, Jr. to organize his Civil Rights
March in the heart of DC and forever
change the racial outlook in America.
It allows millions around the country
to gather in churches every week and
practice their faith.

Free Speech is essential in America;
however, the contemporary idea of
protest usually goes far beyond that
basic principle.

In the weeks leading up to the 2005
Inauguration, leftist groups around the
country concocted plans for protest
to demonstrate their solidarity against
President Bush. They planned events
and organized rendezvous. One group,
Anarchist Resistance, wrote a Call fo
Alction on their website: “Four years ago
anarchists marched on the Inauguration,
hundreds strong. The police set up check
points forcing thousands to adhere to
bag and body searches, in responsé - we
smashed a secret service check point,
opening up the parade route for all.
While some waved the American flag, we
butned it. While some booed, we pelted
the motorcade with trash.,.The US.
Presidential Inauguration is...a prame
opportunity to shatter these illusions
of grandeur by crashing this decadent
display of arrogance and wealth. This,
Jan. 20th, let’s bring anarchy to the
streets of DC - make resistance visible,
and ting in the next four ycars with a
smash!” Indeed, from my perch in the
bleachers next to Pennsylvania Avenue,
I watched protestors burn American
flags, pelt police with trash, and scrawl
the anarchist ‘A’ on buildings and cars.

This is not free speech. This is not
constructive dissent. This is violence and
mayhem that trics to hide underneath
the Bill of Rights alongside letters to the
editor and radio talk shows.

What do the protestors hope to achieve
with these actions? From the signs 1
saw, I gather they hope to strike down
“Tyranny at Home” and wrest libesty

_ from “Bush: a mother[expletive]” In

doing so, they disregard the wonder
that this country, and its much-maligned
president, allow them to express their
ideas at all. We could be a Russia,
wherte evety television station is owned
by Viadimir Putin’s government, We
could be a France, where religious
symbols have been banaed from public.
Instead, we are Amcrica, Land of the
Free and Home of both the Brave,
Loyal, and Supportive and the Digusted,
Distranghr, and Angry.

So put down your signs, your trash and
your rocks. Stop your chants and put
away your lighters. Thank God for this
free nation and celebrate by dissenting
peacefully.

Questions for Thought

If vegetarians eat vegetables, what do

humanitarians eat?

If a turtle loses its shell, is it naked ot

homeless?

If the “blackbox” flight recorder isn't

y ()2

‘“b

damaged during a plane crash, why isn’t

the whole plane made of that?

Friday, January I8, 2005
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This

 InevitableEvil

Laura Lofgten

Reporier

The bell rings for the start of math class.
You are scribbling down your fricnd’s answery
to the worksheer. It was ber turn to do the
homework this time. You turn it in, safely on
time. It’s not like the teacher reads it anyway:
“Time for the Horner’s Algorithm quiz" the
teacher announces to the class. You didn’t study,
as usual. But as soon as the teacher steps out of
the room, in an attempt 1o be subtle, you ruffle
through your notes. You just didn't know the
Iast couple questions. . .that’s all.

For quite a few people, these actions are
daily ‘occurrences, and many of these same
people wouldn't consider themselves cheaters.
How many people can honestly say they feel
thoroughly educated coming out of high
school? Probably not very many. But how many
can say the same when leaving college? College
is where the real education starts, High school is
just a place to put the nation’s children until they
can either work or go to college to actually have
an impact on society. We are treated like rats in a
maze, running from place to place at the sound
of a bell. And as for our “education,” much of
our time 1§ spent wastefully.

Teachers have an hour and a half to eeach
(enforced by Fairfax country), and when they run
out of material, they hand out inconsequential
worksheets to keep us busy, in other words,
“busy work.” Busy work is torture in the form
of a crossword puzzle. It teaches nothing. So
why not get it over with quicker by splitting it
with the kid sitting next to you? “Busywork is
belittling to our intelligence, so there is nothing
wrong with belittling the teachers right back by
cheating on it,” says senior Katherine Ward.

The kids who initially never cheated have
by now picked it up from their fraends. When
the test scores come back, and half the class
has A% becausc they conferred with cach other
in whispers during the test taking, the non-
cheaters feel compelled to cheat as well. This
is how new cheaters are bred. Soon, the whole
school will be ridden with cheating gurus. It is
inevitable,

But does it even matter? Many say cheating
is morally wrong. You are receiving credit for

Is Cheating
Inevitable?

s Lur l]wr‘

.... e~ ——————

-something you dida’t do. But the whole poimnt of ‘ : S :_‘ o

school is to recelve an education, aot t6o show off
your A’s. We should be inrrinsically motivated to
do well, but when we are forced to dirsct our
time to worthiess wocksheets and information we
will never use in the future, it scems as if weare
squandering our time to toil over it all, :
Many teachers also set their kids up to cheat. 1
can’t temember how many times the teacher has
left the classroom for a moment dunng a quiz,
and the eatire room bursts into “What did you get
for number 37" to be immediately hushed when
the teacher approaches.
" Lazy teachers also feed the cheating frenzy. By
only checking homework for completion, it soon |
dawns on the students that they can copy their
friend’s paper word for word and the teacher will
never notce. Although plagiarizing a whole essay
from off the internet wouldn't be 2 good idea, a
litthe bit of harmless “working with 4 friend” on
useless worksheets shouldn’t be considered such
a big deal. In college, we can focus our attention
on something we actually waat to be learning, and

spend our class time actually doing the learning S —
- I e ore ia
instead of just passing the time unengaged, i e bl

Top 10 shady Ploy

10) Copying the work of the student next to you.
 9) Buying/borrowing a project off of an old
student.

- 8) whriting the answers on Your fingernails.

F) Writung a cheat sheet on the back of 2 gy
Wrapper. f_'
&) Taking a pieture of the test on a camera phonea

sending it to a second party to give You the answers
- B) Recording a Lecture, and Listening to it on heac

phowes own test day.

4) Making stgwnals for each Letter chotee on a nanltip

chotce exam.

2) writing the answers under a cast of a broke

arme.

- 2) Writing the answers ow a cheap pair of sandals

l then throwing them away after the test, and putti
O & NEW PALY.

l 1) Convineing the teacher Yyou did the prqjeat a

learn material intide and out.

-

| accusing hine or her of Losing it.
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What Have You Cheated On?

i &

&0 100

*out of 100 studerts palled

Does Everyone Cheat?

Sarah Raser

Reporter

Cheating and plagiarism are inevitable. Whether it is copying
and pasting something from a website, or just a simple “Can
I borrow your homework?”, cheating happens anywhere and
everywhere .

It happens all the time: at home,
in the cafcteda, or even during
‘class when the tcacher sitting in
the front of the classroom, I admit,

Dy, i

Do
1 have copied somcone -else’s

homework and “accidentally”
glanced at my neighbor’s test when
I coincidentally needed an answer to questions. I admit T have
cheated. I have fought my conscience various times so T can get
that extra point on a quiz. At those petiods of time, I feel T have
fio other options bu# to cheat. It all comes down to principle.

The common misconception about cheaters is that they are
the slackers and failures of school. In reality, they ate the honor
students. They are the athletes. They're everyone, There have
been cases of forgery within our own National Honor Society:
More than once there have been incidences of people malang up
their service hours in an effort to avoid a measly ten hours of
service. There was even & suspicion of people cheating to get on
Homecoming Court. Rumors were started, tears were shed, and
people were flat out angry off and it was just Homecoming! Why
dor’t people get this fired up when they hear about someone
getting an ‘A" with the help of a cheat sheet and the trustful
students get ‘C’s? It’s all a matter of loyaldes: loyalties versus
integrity. Are you loyal to your friends enough to let cheating
happen? Or will you not stand for someone cheating and turn
them in?

Many of the leaders of the school are cheaters as well. Who
are we able to exemplify if the créme of the crop cheat and
plagiarize? Who do the freshmen have to idolize? If cveryone
does it, how can we determine who is authentic? Personally, I'm
not surprised people cheat. With all the stress students feel to
good grades and even reach the top of the social ladder, whese
is there time to do one little math problem? | feel it everyday. It
comes from everywhere: my parents, my teachers, my coaches,
my friends. It never seems to stop. Sometimes you just have to
slack off and lie to say you did it, but everything has limits. When
it comes to writing the answers of a test on the inside of your

Accordmg to-a 2004 survey of 24763 high
school students by the dosephson Tstitite
ot Ethics, 62% cheated on exams. 92% re-
sponded that they were safisfied with Eheir
ethics and characten

It reminds me of the movie Napoleon

Jynamite when some guy asks Napoleon,

“Napoleon, give me some of your tots!”

I have been a culprit of cheating 40 d he repliés with a simple,’ “NO! GO
FIND YOUR OWN!” ;

water bottle label, you know you've got 2 problem.

I also that know some people refuse to give in to cheating
Occasionally I hear a litde “Psst!” coming from another table
towards another student. Then T hear a whisper of, “Do your own
work!™ It makes me giggle every time T hear it It reminds me of the
movie Napalson Dynamite
when some guy asks
Napoleon, "Napoleon,
give me some of your
tots!” and he replics with a
simple, “NO! GO FIND
YOUR OWNTI" It sounds
ridiculous, but so is being
as obvious as to actually ask for an answer.

In my opinion, cheating is necessary sometimes. It pains me to
say it, but it this immoral act has bencfited me more than not and
I know what I am putting on the line. Even though [ say this, 1
do not encourage it. Cheating can make and break you and it may
seem cliché to say, but in the end, you're only cheating yourself.

1mg for the perfectiomist students af this schoal

Is Cheating
Wrong?

Students in Kate Wolling’s AP Statistics dlass concentrate during a test Rigorous tests

it difficads classer somelimes nraks chgating very fempi-

Photo by Manissa D'Omzio




The Secrets of the SR&R

Eﬂ;w Edrtor

With the new administration, we are bound
to experience the change in énforcement
with policies and procedures. Problems arise
when most students don’t know many of the
current rules.

Both students and teachers don’t fully
understand the tardy policy. It is the same
as former Principal Johnson’s tardy policy
and last year’s as well. The only difference
is the removal of tardy desks. Students
now have the ability to go directly to class,
and don’t have to wait in a long line for a
pass. Sophomore Brittney Boykin favors the
changes, “I think the changes in the tardy
policy benefits students. Now if we have
an emergency, we can get to class without
wasting more tume, and the teacher can
decide whether or not we are late.” Boykin
stated.

If students accumulate seven unexcosed
tardics, they will receive an out-of-school
suspension. What some students doa't
kaow is that they can collect three tardics
in different classes, and sull will be
assigned Saturday school, The teachers’
responsibilitics are to watch students outside
their classcoom doors and ensure students
arnive on ime, Only few teachers do.

Before school, some pull out their phones
to quickly call their friends o make sure
they arc prepared for class, or to. catch
up on any gossip they might have missed.
Teachers who see these students threaten
to confiscate their phones. However, the
SR&R states that “students arc not required
to give their phones if they are not yet in the

building before 7:25”. This rules also applies
to CD players and other clectronics. Yet
administrators disagree, “1 think that once
you enter the building, it is not the time or
place to usc phones or CD players,” said
Prncipal Rima Vesilind.

Hats and other items that are confiscated

Teacher Tyrome Duggens

.S‘opbomn/!_z)uan Murpby gets ber phone taken away by Secursty Officer g

explains how students should behave
on a daily basis. Administrators cnforce
these rules to make sure student welfare
is protected. Twelfth grade Administrator
Inez Bryant said, “These rules are sct up to
ensure that the students arc safe”.

Some sections of the SR&R are
thought to be wvague.
The SR&R emphasizes
specific prohibitions,
“Any unauthorized
use of any weapon, or
possession of any of the
weapons. ,.shall  result
in a ten-day suspension
and recommendation
for cxpulsion,” giving
4 direct list of banned
weapons, also stating “any
weapon of lke kind"
Many objects have been
questioned on whether
or not they should be
allowed on school. Plastic

Phato by Fvan Dobbs

are neyer kept by the teacher or administrator.
The item must go straight to security, where
it is logged and should be picked up by the
parent. If a student brings a blade, he or she
will end up with an expulsion. If the blade is
over three inches, students find themselves
with a criminal charge. If kept concealed,
and if a student can prove that he or she has
no intention on taking it out to harm another
student, he or she may not get expelled.
The SR&R Handbook, which is given
to students at the beginning of each year,

kaitting needles and nail
clippers are included.
Students are reminded to look back tato
the SR&R haandbook if a disagreement
on teachers' disciplinary actions arrises
Teachers, however, arc assigned a faculty
handbook cach vear, and expected to read
and understand thesc rules every year. Some
teachers don't know where the handbook
is located; others didn’t know there was 2
handbook. If a student has any questions
about our school policics, refer to the
SR&R. All FCPS policies, regulations, and
rules arc available at huep://www.feps.edu/

Commemorating the Commander

Jason Yaworske
Wire T

The American people re-
elected George W. Bush as our
president on November 4%, but
it was made official on January
20" as Bush and Vice President
Dick Cheney were again sworn
in to the highest
officc in our
government.

The theme for
this year’s 55th
Inauguration Day
was “A Vision of
America,” which
was intended to
commemorate
the anniversarics
of two influential
events in Ametican

history. It is the
one hundred
year  anniversary
of Theodore

Roosevelts formal
inauguration
as  president in
1905, and the
bicentennial of the

Rhatican, a former White House
staff member. “For that we’ll all
have to wait for his State of the
Union Address” What issues
Bush did address, he addressed
very vagucly, though it was
impossible to mistake what he
was referring to in most cases.

Some students went to the Inaguation fo participate in profesting while others
swent b sighport President Bush.

welcome the president and start
off the new administration with
a bang,

This year’s inauguration was
also marked with numerous
protests. Picketers and others
who decided to bare the cold
weather showed up in great
numbers,
showing  that
while Bush may
have won the
election, there
is still plenty
of resentment
towards his
administration.
Hecklers  could
be heard from
the television
broadcasts.
While sOme
groups, like
Anarchist
Resistance,
were rowdy and
disruptive in
attcmpt o,
according to
website,

an

their

Lewss -and Clark
expedition reaching the Pacific
n 1805.

This years speech was no
different, as President Bush
spoke of advancing freedom
throughout the world and
justice at home. “The speech
was more visionary in content
than a laundry list of actions,”
observed  history teacher Bill

He referred to 9/11 as “the day
of fire"” that disrupted America’s
“vears of quier” following the
“shipwreck of communism.”
Before the main cercmony,
there pre-inaugural
rcceptions, and after  the
ceremony parades, balls, and
other forms of ceclebration
last through the night; all to

are

{the
government) down'”. A “Turn
Your Back on Bush” event called
for protestors to simply turn
their backs on the President’s
motorcade 4§ it passed.

Another group, called Catical
Mass, which organizes bike rides
once a month to raisc awareness
for the environment, staged
a bike ride in order to disrupt

“bring it

traffic. Senior Shaughn Dugan
participated in Critical Mass’s
ride. “Since I wasn't able to vote
in this electon, I felt helpless
watching Bush win,” said Dugan.
“T figure this is another way that
my voice can be heard.”

In such defining events in
our country, differing opinions

run rampant. As the finality
of the 2004 election hit on
Inauguration  Day,  Kerry

supporters mourned as Bush
followers watched in delight, “I
thought the whole inauguration
was great, I'm so glad Bush will
be leading our country for the
next four ycars” proclaimed
junior Alyssa Kuhn, “What 2
great event in American history,”
echoed junior Antony Minter.
While Tauren Barrera, who
attended the event, had a unique
view of the process, saying it is
a “travesty to Democracy when
citizens cannot seé the president
they eclected get inaugurated
without hayiag to pass through
secunty checkpoints and armed
guards.”

As we look forward to the
next four years, Bush speaks of
a brght futare where America
will continue to ensure the
world is safe from ftyranny
and oppression, The tradition
of the inauguration has scen
many memorable moments,
and only time will reveal this
inauguration’s place in history.

KUDOS TO

Wrestling Captains Joe Voellm and
Abdullah Ahmady for having 2 combined
record of 10 -0,

Mr. & Mzs. Cleary and Mrs. Bennetr, for
organizing the trophy cases in the main
gym lobby.

Mr. Mims' Government and History
classes for donating over 800 pounds of
clothes to homeless peaple.

Emily Allen, Lisa Butler, Rlizabeth
Crowe, Warren Davis, Greg Hancock,
Amara Lewis, Andy Meyer, David Singer,
Juli Smith for being selected for Senior
District Honors Orchesera.

All of the parents that donated their
time and labor to shovel snow here at West
Potomac.

The two aew Sccurity Officers, Leon
Roberson and Frank Birtz, for keeping
West Potomac safe.

Friday, January 28, 2005
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cholastic
Section

Sarah Raser

Wire orier

Here's a list of some historically Black colleges in our arca,
in honor of February's Black History month,

Bowie State University- BSU is one of the few degree-
granting universities within the University System of
Maryland. It prides itself on being number one in having
African American graduate with master’s degrees in
computer science and information sciences, and second 1n
psychology.
Tuidon: In state- §3,551

Out of state- $10,894
Room and board: $6,020
Enroliment: 3,961
Average SAT: 887
Location: Bowie, MD
Contact #- 301-860-3415

Virginia State University- VSU the first fully state
supported four-year institution of higher learning for Blacks
in America.

Tuition: In state- $$2,150
Room and board: $6,260
Enrollment: 3,937
Average SAT: 789
Location: Petersburg
Contact #- §04-524-5902

SIATE

Mission: College Admissio:

Yoo
Wire Reporter
There is a lot of stress piled on all
seniors. Some are looking to enlist
in the services; others ar¢ frantically
looking for a post-high school job.
The majority of students are college-

bound. GPA and SAT scores arc the
obvious preliminaries that all colleges
look at; however, there is so much
more.

The beginning of senior year is the
beginning of the infamous college
application process. Depending on
how many colleges one is applying to,
the duration of this process can last for
one month or even half a year.

Initially, colleges look at an applicant's

GPA, SAT scores, AP scores, and
curdculum to first become informed
about the academic student. Next,
extracurricular activities are valued,
Seeing a student involved in other
activities  besides  educadon  is
important; it reflects a student who' Is

able to balance their time efficiently
and is passionate about something
Whether it is sports, 2 club, or art,

extracurricular  activities  demand
commitment and persistence,
Community service is vital in the
college process. The passion to serve
others is a quality that almost all
colleges want to see.
Consistent jobs are also a good

reflection of an applicant’s work

Photo by HoustodlMurphy

cthic. Many of the top-notch s
also respect leadership skills, wl
it is in the school communi
other. Extracurricular activitie
community service are both a refl
of a student’s persistent determir
work ethic, and orgamzation skill
For those who are sct
university, there is the optic
Barly Admission or Early De
if your chosen university offer
some schools, the early adno
process is binding; in other we
accepted, a student must attel
university. There are also instis
who offer an uabinding
admissions program, so studen
an option of looking at other s
as well. There are some adva
to cvery carly admissions pr
the main attraction is that the
smaller pool of applicants ap
which increases your chan
acceptance. However, there
the setback of having more g
applicants than yourself.
Getting a head start is 4
“Doing college applications 1s
stressful process. Especially
all of the separatc papers
since cvery school has di
requirements. I'm glad T've
heard back from some schools, t
because it makes the waiting
Jess stressful.” said senior Kate (
Everyone would agree that |
back from' colleges within a
weeks is very comforting. Havi
“safety” takes away from the inc
amount of pressure,

Saint Paul’s College- Saint Paul’s College emphasizes the ®
et The Dirt on West Potome
The campus has a diverse mixture of academic and social C

activities that help create a better environment for its
students,

Room and board: $5,188
Enrollment: 677

Average SAT: 740
Location: Lawrenceville
Contact #- 434-848-1856

Norfolk University- This school is one of thc most
predominantly black colleges in the country. It prides itself
on having a talented student body, a motivated faculty and
staff, and being active in the community.

Tuinion: In state- $1,658
Room and board: §5,588
Enrollment: 5310
Average SAT: 860
Locaton: Norfolk
Caontact 7#- 757-823-8396

NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITY

University of Maryland Eastern Shore- UMES is a

branch of the University of Maryland, located on 620 acres

of land and is oaly one hour away from Ocean Ciry. 1ts

main goal is to offer 4 wide curriculum in order to prepare

students for a compentive workforce.

Tuition: In state- §3,994
Out-state- $8,497

Room and board: $4,930

Enrollment: 2,704

Average SAT: 840

Location: Princess Anne, MD

Contact #- 410-651-6410

If vou would like to learn more about Historically Black
Colleges, please visit their website: http:/ /hbcuconnect.com /
The site supplies informadon regarding scholarshipsand job
and internship opportunities. You may also get in contact
with current students and alumni of HBCU’s and ask any

questions you have about them

' Laura Loigren
Wire Reporter

“There was no toilet paper left in any of the stalls, so 1
just used some toilet paper I found on the floor,” said one
anonymous senior. Does West Potomac need a clean up job?
We spend at least eight hours a day here, so it is important to

maintain a sanitary living environment.
One big problem is our bathrooms. The lack of toilet
| paper require trips
to several bathrooms
before one with a
sufficient supply of
this sanizary need is
found. Yet this isn’t
a4 rare occurrence
Toiler  paper s
consistently  absent
from our bathrooms$
~ npeyer  seeming
to be a custodial
prionty to refll it
on cleaning rounds.
“We keep putting
toilet paper in the
bathrooms, but the
students waste it by

rm. 15 gy,

This water fountain contains bitc of yellos, red, and grime which furns thersty

cateteria can sympathize with the hallways. Afte
Junch, many kids refuse to throw their food trash
the plentiful trash cans that line the way out, and
leave it on the tables as if the cafeteria has waiter-se
understand that the custodians at our school do ti
to keep West Potomac healthy and safe, but it is agg
that there always is trash and dirt on the floor the bat
Keeping the soap dispensers full would be helpful,
senior Nicole Andrade,

From the cu
perspective, the schoc
lot cleaner than it use
but there still are a lot
that need to be impron
cleanest arca of the sch
cafeteria. We mop it
We work hard to k
cafetenia nice,”’ says ¢
Felicia  Soloman I
there stll
areas. How should we |

are  some
improving this? “The
need 1o show mote re
helping us and throw
tedsh
According to her, we ¢

Phesto by Lauen Lofgren

away,w Ssays |

T-Ping the stalls and
arinating over entire rolls. Sometimes we don’t have tme
to keep refilling the toilet paper,” says custodian Elizabeth
Chartey. But toilet paper isn’t all that’s lacking, Many omes
there’s no soap for use — forcing us to walk around with urine
infested hands, touching door knobs and shanng pencils, “1
personally think thar West Potomac is pretry dirty. The floors
are not sweptand all dusty. 1 have never put my backpack on
the floor,” says freshman Cassie Tabann

And although we have trash cans at every corner, many
‘ads feel the act of walking ten feet out of their way to
dispose of their Coke can is oo much to handle Thetefore,
hey: toss it casually to the side to clutter the halkvays. The

. it all up to the custoc
need to pull our weight and take some action as we
Including our bathrooms with stcky f
unpleasant smells, and our c¢lassrooms with dusty
contaminate cur new white back packs, how does o
compare with others? We do pass health regulation
dirt isn’t appalling. The sanitation of our school
goes unnoticed from day to day. “Certainly, there
cleanliness issues; butwhen compared to other scho
district, West Poromac reallv stands out,” savs senio
Capestany. Our custodians really do work hard to
school as clean as possible. Teacher Paul Russel kr
“Jerry is da bamb; he’s a mean cleanin’ machine!™

8 The Wire
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Alternative Living
Students can find shelter at helping home

%minm Manqger

Being 2 tecnager can sometimes be a
wonderful, yet dreadful experience, With all
the uncertaintes life hands us, one thing is
always the same, your family. But for some
teenagers, a family is more like a nightmare,
something thats neither welcoming nor
reassuring.  For teenagers who have no
where to go, and who have no family, there is

one-on-one counseling, and positive peer
pressure to help teens. I think if's good
because if the kids are getting abused then
the kids can live in a better environment with
kids that know what their going through,”
said sophomore Jennifer Grim. Alternative
House serves about 150 teens a year, There
is also an outreach van that has helped 300
teens a month by giving them help on a
more ncighborhood level.

This hoise, knoun as the Alternative House serses ar a safe haven for teens

in need of cownseling ora temporary safe place to shsy,

Another thing that has
become a mor¢ pressing
issue in Virginia is teen
pregnancy.  Alternative
House offers a program
to helps young mothers
and  their  children.
The program is called,
Assisting Young Mothers
(AYM).  They supply
young mothers  with
housing, job training,
and child development
counseling.  “Irs great
that people are making

Phato Courtésy of Karen Horowitz

a place that they can find refuge. That place
is Alternative House.

Founded in 1972 as a shelter for runaways,
Alternative House is a two-weck crisis
center for tecnagers ages 13-17.  They
provide homework help, counseling, and
a safe place from gang recruitment. They
help teens who have no where to go and are
willing to get their life back on track. The
program is frec and is completcly voluntary,
meaning participants are there by free will
The Alternative House counselors utlize

an effort to help kids that
aren’t as fortunate as others” sophomore
Katherine Perkins said.

“Our goal is to help teens and to make
sure word gets out that we're here to help
as many teens as possible)” said Karen
Horowitz, who is the volunteer coordinator
at Alternative House. No matter where you
are or what your situation, there’s always help
and someone there for you at Alternative
House. They are located at 2100 Gallows
Road Vieana, VA. Call tll free 24 hours,
seven days a week at 1-800-SAY-TEEN,

Taken Too Soon

News Lditor

On the afternoon of Decemeber 21, 2004,
Anna Ringer and three of her friends were
on their way to cheerleading and basketball
practice. The girls did not make it to their
practice, and Anna Ringer tragically lost her
life at the tender age of 16.

At a four-way stop, a collision killed Anna
Ringer and significantly wounded the drives
and two other passengers in their car. Anna
had just recently moved to Warrenton
County and attended Highland High School.
After her passing, Anna had two funcrals.
One for her abundance of new friends in
Warrenton, and one at Aldersgate Method-

ist Church on Fort Hunt Road for her long
time friends here. Her funerals and casket
were heavily decorated with a vadety of dif
ferently shaded pink flowers; pink was her
favorite color.

Anna made the Varsity Field Hockey teanr
as well as Varsity Cheerleading at her new
school this year. She also eajoyed swim
ming and playing soccer. Anna was ver)
popular and known as someone that coule
always make you laugh. Her death has lef
many feeling devestated and vulnerable. I
rememberance, some of her best friends ar
discussing plans for a
commemoration  to

v Brina Ringer
November 8 888 = ecember21, 2004

Hars

Why be boxed in by the “carrier of choice™ at some shipping
stores, when you can have a choice of carriers instead? At
your preferred Parcel Plus, you'll find quality, convenience,
and best of all, a choice of package carriers.

_’:;:_ Envelope

Visit your local Parcel Plus, located in the Belle View
Shopping Center today and enjoy a $2 savings on the
express letter service of your choice.

) PARCEL

PLUS

Vialid Soc service shiped-on 1o ket oy, Not valid for UY Paeal Senviee. Nort yelld wetch swey oy affer. Viokd whete probisitsd
Vabid caly ot Parvel Plov Belle View. Perse call Sir detais.

$2 Off

Express Letter Service
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of a Co

Mark Peterman

Wire Reporier

Some teachers choose to
go above and beyond what
is required of them in theic
job descrption. PE. teacher
Tyrone Strother is onc of these
special individuals. Not only is

mpassionate

football team. Despite their
below average season, he

enjoyed it very much. There
will not be too many changes
for next scason aside from
the addition of the upcoming
freshmen and @ few new

teaching,” Stroth
said. “I really enj
it because you
see the progre
in the playe

from t
beginni:

assistant coach for the boy’s
basketball team, which 18
doing fairly well. The JV
and freshman teams both
have a recotd of 4-4, while
the Varsity tcam has a 4-8

record.  “We arc right

he one of 166 teachers here at
this school, but he also coaches
some of our sports teams,

He starts each day with a
freshman PE. class. His first
ewo classes on A days are filled
with these newcomers before
he gets a break dunng fifth
period. His B days are pretty
much the same layout, but his
break comes a little sooner
He has a second period 9%
grade PE. class and doesn’
have another class until 6%

period, Strother has one 10
grade class everyday during 5t
period, He is joined by seven
other PE. teachers who also
have five classes.

During the fall and winter
he was the coach for the JV

school and

At the

Rob Jones
Wire Reporter

This school’s drama department’s
performace of the greatly anticipated
Night of One-Acts is in full swing Nine
student-directed one-act plays premiered
or will premeire on the nights of January
26-29, at 7:30 p.m, each cvening Half
debuted on Wednesday, january 26 and will
run again on Friday, January 28, while the
other half tan
on Thursday,
January 27
and will run
on Saturday,
January 29
Tickets were
available for
purchase in
the cafeteria
during lunch
on the week
of  January
28, as well
as at the box
office outside “Charfie Chan in Chile” actors fa

of stopping.

he has no intenton  his coaching career.

moment, he is an

incdlude juniors Britncy Zeman and Brete
Smith and seniors Drew Macklin and
Caitlin Coggins.

Senior Sara Hoffman’s production of
“Decerver Malone”, featuring  scniors
Dustin Smith and Maddie Vonada, tells the
story of a bumbling detective who loses his
car keys and accidentally travels to China.

“Galton and Simpson’s ‘The Poetry
Society™ is an tronic comedy about 2 man
whose drecams of becoming a great poet
arc dashed by
the bumbling
efforts of two
of his frends
It featurcs
sophomore
Rachel Lear and
Junior  Patrick
Ross in two of
its leading roles.

“The Mystery
of Twicknam

marked the beginning of

“] think coaching
is the best job next o

coaches, “I wanted the playess  about where 1 thought oft
to learn a new system and have  we would be at mid- sEas
season,” o
he  said. end
“l  dont H i
think there playe
will be any are  learni
z changes g tlot:
a. v
Smade.” playing  hs
e This is his Strother d
§ first year of _. not intead
:ﬁcoaching ‘éconch & spr
-g basketball Z sport, but
2 here, but he § can cxpect
Coach Strotherr enjoys teaching P.E. alomg wth caach- started  out 2 see him b
ing both barketball and football two years & here  help
ago coaching ¥ out our foot
fun playing football” said  the Fairfax High School % and basket
Strother. He started coaching  basketball ~ team,  which g players 1
football one year ago at this B vear.

One Acts Gearing Ut

“Terminal Tetror” is a dark comedy,
diected by Lucas, about a plane fu
powitting dead souls being flown to
TJunior Pierce Allen stars as the pilot o
plane, who alone knows the full truth.

Junior Erin Coffec’ productiol
“Check Please”, a comedy about 4 :
of bad blind dates, has qualified fo
Vigginia High School League D
Festival, where it will be judge
comparison with plays from various
high schools in our area.

Rehearsals for the One-Acts took
most days after school, As the casts ¢
short productions overlap with that ¢
Winter Play, scheduling conflicts did
but for the most part, the two g
worked together to accommodate
another’s time constraints, “Rehears
progressing so well that most of the
is finished” says Allen, “One-Ac
year should be a real hoot!”

Houston Murphy

Vickerage”,
Boa satirical
Emurdert
é mystery about

i dresy rebeartal before the ¥
a hedonisuc

the Kogelman jig nipht very serionsly.
Theater on

show nights. This year's plays promise
a wide range of creativity, ingenuity and
raucous humor, which we have come to
expect from the theater program at this
school.

The One-Acts feature a mix of seasoned
thespians and students who have never
taken a drama class in their lives, “It’s 2
great way for non-theater students to get
involved in drama,” says senior Dustin
Smith.

“Charlie Chan in Chile”, directed by
senior David Hansen, is about a murder
to which a parrot 1s the only witness. The
criminals guilty of the killing attempt 10
capture and kill the pacrot (portrayed by
junior Alyssa Kuhn), and end up following
it to South America. Other featured actors

Scotsman
and several of his jilted lovers, starring
seniors Paul Cambon, Alison Arberg and
Rob Pickle, juniors Bailey Disselkoen and
sophomore Kathleen Wheeler.

“Words, Words, Words”, directed by
junior Laurcn Davis, portrays a group of
monkeys left in 2 room with typewriters.
Humor and chaos ensue as the apes begin
writing Shakespearean drama.

Senior Kat Schoonover directs
“Suppressed Desires”, a comedy drama
about a married couple coping with new
strains on their relationship.

“The Anniversary”, directed by seniot
Keonia Lucas, starting senior Shaughn
Dugan and junior Nelle Smircina, is
about arguments between a newlywed
couple.

Featured One Acts:
Charke Chan in Chile”
Dircetor: Daved mej\i
Director: Fran Coffey
Deacetver Makne & the Case of the
Missing... O, There It 55!"
Director: Sara Hoffinan
Gateon & Simpson s The Peatry
Seciaty”
Diroctor: Parkar Fishal
The Mystary of [wicknam Vicker
Director: Mavt Koss
Stupprassed Dasires”
Director: Kat Schoonover
Werds, Wards, Words”
Divector: Lauran Davis
“The Anpiversary
“Tereminal Larzor”

-Friday, January 2¢



iCrazy for iPods

Joy Yoo edition stands out from all the others. Instead of

Wire Reporter being white, the face is black and the scroll
is red. The back of the iPod contains
laser-engraved autographs from
all four members. Purchasers

This past holiday season, many parents, often
disguised as Santa, bought their kids the famous
2004 iPods. Whether it was the mini-iPod, the
5,000-s0ng iPod, or the 10,000-song iPod, many
students rejoiced and beamed at the sight of
their new handy-dandy devices. Because of
the recent pupularity of this. music tool, CD

also receive a free U2 poster.
IPods are also very easy to
use. Senior Laura Bicging
said, “I just gor my iPod and
[ already have over a day of
Players are no longer “in"; these iPods, music on it. It’s really easy to
along with other MP3 playees; are the

Wiy to ga.

The new iPods and MP3 players

, E
we another sign of an

use and more conyvenient than
burning CD’%s. Now all my
music 15 In one place and
much mote organized.”

international  advance in Controversy arises
over the steep price,
The mini-iPod is the
cheapest of all four
and costs §249. The
20GB/5,000-song
model sells
at

technology, Only rwenty
yeats ago, the fad was
cassette/ape  players.
Now, in the vear 2005,
tape players do not
exist anymore and
CD players are on
the verge of being i wit
exunct. The most '
beneficial thing
about the new
iPods 15 the storage
space. Even with the
mini-iPod, 1,000 songs

can be downioaded. If that’s §299
not enough, you can choose from a The
5,000-song holder or 2 10,000-song (U 2
holder,

Throughout all three versions, ] .
many features remain the same, _J speleal
For instance, the “library” and edition

20GB 15 set at
§349. Lastly, the
40GB/10,000-
song iPod s
sold for §$399,
To some, all of
these are worth

“music search” features are
exactly alike in all three. In
addition, all three have a
“Games” catcgory which
includes 2 “Music Quiz,” This
game plays a song clip, and
you must choose the correct
song out of five choices. On
the other hand, there are different
features in all three. For example, the
mini-iPods come in various colors:
sitver, gold, blue, pink, and green; the
other two come in the classic white
model or the special U2 version,
Without a doubt, the U2 special

The Different
Faces
of 1iPods

| — | Holds 10,000
| songs

‘ iPod:

$299-$399

iPod mini:
{Holds 1,000 songs

$249

iPod shuffle:
Holds 240 songs
$99

¥ ,A_Wf’i -Eﬂ'-‘i

listen to music in your car as you would 2 car radio by using

the price. Scnior Jessie an adaptor. They’re small, cute, and convenient — and well
Stage said, ‘“Although worth the cost” On another note, there are some students
5 they're 4 bit pricy, iPods arc who do not think iPods are price-worthy. Junior Beth Grady
= cxu-emdy convenient, Not only Sﬁid. "PC!'SOﬂa.uy, I don’t have a need for an iPod and I think
ic" can you listen to music like you they are not worth §250 when I have perfectly fine CDs and
5 wouldona CD plavet, but you can CD players.” Surely, everyone can agree that iPods are “in.”
¥
&
o
A

They are easy to access, yet whether it is worth its price, 15
decided by each individual,

weading on.

Y Book: Black Bey, wwitten by Richand Wright, has been ane of. my favexite baoks since tenth grade English
L% with M. Jefinsen. Shough it is net exactly the most positively-told tale in the weddd, it has a wonderfully
B detaited plot. Euven though the majoxity of the scenes wene hovifying,, they wene well-presented and fept you

CD: The Hillexs’ “Fot Fuss” has to be one of my favevite CDs. Tt may have been out for awhile now, fiouwever. the new

band is s gead that nene of tein sangos get abd. “Change Yeur Mind” and “Smile Lifie You Mean Tt are some

of the fest sengs of the year.

Maovie: MWMMMW,Mﬂ&W’tMoemamﬁdam mouvie in o bong time. Even
Maughtﬁe“ﬂwﬂu”gnkewm aldde.am-med :7dou’tt6m&anyﬁmgcan9etam9&ﬂaﬁauawddlu&ay

saing @SS""""‘"”andnwﬁmgtﬁe f«umll&.

Restauwrant: ‘w&mhueawﬁta&anmﬂydomnmtawwat there is ua&ettaptacethan.ﬁw.‘)'&aim
Old Fown. maaa”andaﬂepmwe,yaummappmaomammmanmdma&nwpﬂm

The pad thai neadles are awesomel!!”

Shaw: VI “T Love the ‘90s: Part Deur” is a perfect addition te an alveady great show.
The shau tabes me back to my childhood, which was all of 7 yeans age, and it features fads,

entextainment newss and events that J could vemember fxom my Cifetime.
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“Paved Paradise and Pu

Up A Estacionamiento”

Hana Beckerle
Editor-in-Chief

For many D.C. area radio listeners, January
12 marked the end of an era. The station
99.1 WHEFS-FM was replaced with El Zol,
a Spanish dance music station. The switch
took place at around noon, leaving many
evening listeners surprised and angry when
they rurned their radios on later that day.
Speculation about the way the radio station
was overturned has caused indignation
among many listeners. Rumors circulated
that the employees of HFS had not been
informed of the switch until that day.

Even if you didn’t listen to HFS, you
probably have heard about the switch
by now. HFS, the self-proclaimed “truc
alternative” station, began broadcasting in
1961, Early listeners of the station recall
that it was on of the very first g
stations in the area that played
“alternative” music that was
not found on other statons,
HES also made somewhat
of an effore to promote local
bands by playing their demo
tapes and having a “locals
only”™ stage at its annual
HEStval. While it had been
losing listeners as of late, it B8
was a radio staple for many S8
students and area residents.

The replacement of HFS has
left many listeners wondering
why. The answer lies in
the way radio is run today.
Large corporations, such as
Clear Channel or Infinity
Broadcasting  (which
WHEFS), own the majority of
stations nationwide. When a radio statdon
isn't making enough ad revenue, many
corporations make changes to appeal to a
more profitable market. With the rapidly
growing Hispanic population in this area,
Infinity executives saw a Spanish-language
station as a better investment. “It’s sad
when corporate motives interfere with art
and music,” said senior Paul Cambon.

It’s not just HES, however. Nationwide,

of WHES wuth Janm
owns

U gou ata intetested in placing an ad in fhe Wice
to gat word out about gour businass ok school aetivity contact:
JSudlnass gManagers Robia gffarey
dale ftampton
NM
at (703)718.2572 ox email at kelsgjensen@fops.com ot coma to
woom #478

West Potomac Academy Fashion Show
Friday, February 25th

in the Springbank Auditorium
$10 per ticket
Contact Ms. Fresh in Springbark for
purchasing your ticket

rock radio s in a decline as it is slowly
replaced with more urban (hip-hop and
R&B) and ethnic stations. “The media
conglomerates control all the radio waves,
so it was no surprise that they would
decide to drop one of their rock stations,”
said Cambon. The resurgence of country
and the wild popularity of hip-hop among
young people have taken away listeners
from critical audiences, baby boomers and
teenagers. In 2004, only two rock CD’s
(Evanescence and U2} were among the top
twenty in sales for the year,

The problem for rock radio may not
lic in the music, but in the format. Many
music fans complain that consolidation has
made radio as a whole less diverse and less
interesung, with more commercials and
smaller playlists. “Radio has been dead to

me since 1998, said senior Taurin Barreta,

the loss of other popular facets of |
Among these is the annual HF!
concert, which drew such big nam
recent years as Eminem, Sublime, Cy,
Hill, and Deftones, There was alsc
vearly HFSmas Nutcracker concert d
the holiday season, which regularly sol
due to big-name lincups.

When I think of the loss of HFS
thing that I will miss the most is prol
the “Junkies in the Morning” program
aired during the daily drive to school,
of us don’t have CD players in our
and the Junkics were a constant soure
entertainment for morning listeners,
made their return as the Sports Junlei
January 18, and will be on the air at mi
on weekdays on 1067 WJFK-EM (
after Howard Stern).

The void left by HFS is, for some
listeners, & tough one to fil
you're looking to replace 99
your radio burton, try liste
its former rival staton DC
(WWDC-FM). This statc
similar .0 HFS in many 1
the major difference being
DC-101 has a very annc
morning show. The mus
not bad, but the host, I
has a laugh and a voice
would get on almost any
listener’s nerves. Another, le
known alternative is 98 Ro
Baltimore station found at
FM, that plays similar n
to HFS, but with more cl
rock tracks. On the day
was rcplaced, 98 Rock in

Photo by Houston Musphy

With new forms of technology emerging
all the time, many listeners prefer CD’s
or downloadable music technology such
as iPODs, where they can pick only the
songs they want to hear without getting the
annoying commercials or other songs, The
growth of XM and Sirius satellite radio
has also diminished FM radio’s audience
by presenting nonstop music from any of
dozens of genres, with no interruptions,
With the loss of the radio staton comes

listeners to come down to
station and receive free t-s
that read “R.LP. HFS.”

Whether or not you listen to the r
HFS was one of the most well kn
stations in the area. HFStival and
Junkies are just two things about
station that area residents mourn the
of. For many, HFS was a pioneer in 1
and a symbol of alternative music tha
be missed.

14 The Wire
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" Doesn’t Care What You Tbm,é Wztb a Passion

One Last Hope Fcr _the Redskms?

The Redskins went'.éfl&tﬁis.yég‘,.qnce
again farther out of playoff contention

than Jared from the Subway commercials is
from an all you can eat buffet. Big whoop.
1t’s happened before, and we: e got Joe Gibbs,

so who really cares? But if you DO care,
then here are some tips for next season to

help get the Redskins into the playoffs.

Don't have any bopcfortbmxn the pre-season.

Yes, a lot of us thought that we'd be

in Jacksonville in February for the Super

Bowl, or at least in the - playoffs, but we
didn’t make it. You've been bhoping for
years they would make it because of the
pre-scason when we used all our starters
against everyone clsc’s third string and
we won, “Hooray," you thought. “We’re
going to the Super Bowll” But you were
wrong Dead wrong, In fact, the team had
players suspended for DUI infractions and
quarterback changes you should have seen
coming from the start. But your vision was
blurred by images of Joe Gibbs holding
up the Super Bowl Trophy in front of
thousands of cheering fans with Dan
Snyder doing an Ashlee Simpson jig, You
must have thoughe, “Hey, these odds are
great! 100 to 1! How can 1 lose??!” And
proceeded to put up all your life savings,
inchuding your college tuition to DeVry.
Joe Bugel is back and so is Joe Gibbs. Now pray

Jar Theisman, Mapik, and Riggins 10 ome ol

Sure they're old, but who cares, we can

Friday, January 28, 2005
{

- still-use thumfor som,

,eywonus
dn’twc owE

2 another ‘chance.’.

h:vcthegnme agmnstthctowboys(go
 figure) where he managed a goose egg in
the “QB ‘rating department. But give him
Was the week he got

t :',ymmoté&wmncrgmngwbehxsfamdy’s
o only good week for 2 long time? If you

ncmember,hs.swxfedldukcondnc:ole

as one of the anchors on TFhe View (but
ﬁut‘s a whole other column). So next time

":‘. Ramsey, or whatever'quarterback we may

Rmcmbd last year whm l’hmck ansey
got hurt near the end of the season, and”

" Hasselbeck came info play? Didn't those

games make you so happy? | He could just
cheer you up
even if
we got

shue-

out:

the next day

have next year, goes down, think about §
Timmy Hasselbeck. He could be our next
Tommy Maddox or Kurt Warner (ok, so
those gren’t very good- compansons, but
who cares), -

'l%mwabeCovbgwmtﬂr I'm serious
on this oke. "

~ Sure, it wasn’t the biggest choke in
history (se¢ 2004 Yankees ALCS), but it

¢ was pretty bad. That December 26 loss

- o the Cowboys brought tears to my eyes.

Maaq tears, but they were still tears (I don't
actually cry). How can you let something

- so close slip away like that? So you're one

of the best defenses in the league, huh?

‘Show me, because I'm still not convinced

when you lose 2 game that was more likely
o be won in the final minutes, than the
assurance that somewhere right now Ron
Artest is promoting Allures’ new CD.

Why must you play nasty teicks on us?
There's no hope for next year, so why even
bother hoping (for all of you that believed

- every word that T just said, iy my strategy.

Have no hope and maybe thcy’l'l Wwin).




Junior Antwane

Minter placed
first in the triple.

Jason Yaworske

are Reporter

Although Major League Baseball
has been over for some time now,

exciting for Washingron baseball
fans, as the Montreal Expos have
relocated to Washington, D.C. and
have been renamed the Washington
Nationals. After 34 years without
a team; Washington baseball fans
finally have a team to cheer for.

Students have contradictory
feelings on the new franchise.
Some just couldn’t care less, while
others arc really excited. “T don’t
really care sbout getting a baseball
team,” says senior Omar Mahmood.
“We've haven't had a baseball tcam
in this area duting my lifetime, and
I don't think getting one now is
going to change anything” On the
other hand, former West Potomac
student Max Watstein says, “T'm
really excited about the prospect
of having 2 home team to root for,
and I can’t wait to go to the games
next season.”

excitement is sure to draw huge
attendance to the National’s games
during the upcoming season,
some fear that the enthusiasm
will quickly die down should the
team not enjoy carly success, One
thing scriously lacking from the

the off-season has been especially

While initial interest and’

Expos, managed by former
Orioles player and manager Frank
Robinson, went 67-96, finishing 29
games behind NL East winners the
Adanta Braves, Nationals interim
general manager Jim Bowden has
been working very hard to try and
fix this

w‘\Sg

NG

over two years ago that Major
League Baseball was intent on
relocating the Montreal Expos
franchise, many citics jumped at
the opportunity to bring a team to
their area. Of these many cities,
Washington, D.C. and Portland,
Oregon

r')"i

ITIONAS

problem, signing

solid shortstop

Cristian Guzman,

veteran  third basemen  Vinny
Castilla, and outfielder Jose

Guillen, but he has fell short of
being able to acquire any of this
season’s biggest free agents, such
as pitchers Randy Johnson and
Derek Lowe, or outfielder Carlos
Beltran.

Though the new team was
recently made official, the process

wete the inidal
frontrunners.  But
with its constant, formal
solicitaion to the league, as
well as its obvious advantages
in population and per capita
income, Washington, D.C. was
ultimately chosen by the league.
Yet there were still obstacles, In
a council meeting on stadium
financing that was expected to
be a formality, council Chairman
Linda Cropp ushered a major

District, MLB Strike a Deal

come up with private funds that
would cover 50% of the stadium
costs, the stadium authorization
would become null and void.
This surprise piece of legislation
brought the city into panic, and
even caused many early scason
ticket owners to demand refunds.
However the conflict was resalved
shortly thereafter when the council
met again and agreed that the city
would cover any shortcomings in
private stadium funding,

And yet there is still some trouble
ahead for the Nationals. Baltimore
Orioles owner Peter Angelos has
assured the leaguc that he will sue
them if a team was brought to the
Washington area. Angelos feels
it would be unfair to the Orioles
organization to bring 2another
team so close to them, because it
would take away profits from the
Baltimore franchise, which has
been struggling financially anyway.
But it was all made official on
December 15™ as the D.C. council
gave its final approval for a ballpark
to be built near the Anacostia River
waterfront in Southeast, D.C.

After a much anticipated
acquisiion of a baseball team in
the Washington-Metro area, the
Washington Natonals will be the
craze of the town come April and
opening day. The Nationals will
play their first regular season game
on April 4%, and will have its home
bpener on April 14% against the

Jump Wlth a dls- |

and embrace. Last season, the

Houston Murphy

Photo Edetor

Some kids just like playing basketball. This is
what the Fort Hunt Youth Basketball League is
all about,

The Fort Hunt Youth Basketball League is a
league that students can join if they are looking
for an opportunity to play some ball with their
friends. The league gives anyonc the chance o
have some fun and sceves many purposes to
students who play. Before the first game of the
season, league commissioner of the 16-18 age
group of boys basketball, Mr. Viilo addressed
each team to tell them what the league is all
about. “We are all here for you guys to have a
good time,” Viilo said in his speech. “Have some
fun and be competitive, but remember good
sportsmanship”” All of the players listening
seemed eager to get the season underway. The
players continued to listen to Mr. Viilo as he
encouraged, “By the end of the season, these
games are going to get really exciting and the
stands are going to be full of people.”

Students who don’t make the varsity basketball
at this school often join the Fort Hunt leaguc as
an alternative to choosing a different sport to
play or not doing anything at all. Students who
are involved in a school sport in which they are
not willing to give up in order to play basketball
can play ball recreationally in this league in

| addition to playing their school sport (with the

permission from their coaches).

Anyone is allowed to join, with multiple
age groups ranging all the way from the 8-9
year-old age group, to the 16-18 year-old age

SR . . of obtaining 2 team in Washington  amendment requiring the city to
:lauo:;lrss 2::e;atlzss 3{1 big nax‘rzu: has been a long and difficult find private funds to-finance the
e 8 one. When it was made official stadium. If the city could not

A Fort Hunt basketball player practices his elose range shot.

group in which many students from this school
participate in.

This basketball league is also well organized
and supported, with strong annual participation
of kids from the communirty. Parents encourage
their children to get involved in this organization
because it is a healthy program that also gives
their children a chance to get together with all of
their friends from the team that they are on as
well as the opposing teams. *“This is 3 fantastic
thing that they [Fort Hunt Youth Leaguc] arc
doing for the kids,” says Jim Fishel, coach of
junior Parker Fishel’s house basketball team.
“They get an opportunity to hang out with their

Arizona Diamondbacks.

Ft. Hunt Basketball Takes Its Shots

friends and play some ball, and it looks like they
have a great ume doing it.”

The “house” basketball league, as it is
commonly referred to because of its local
players, has some of the most exciting games
and surpnsingly large turn-outs in the crowd to
support these often-rowdy games.

Though the house basketball leaguc 1s meant to
be fun, it sometimes creates frustraton among
the players and the coaches due to the crowded
schedules of gyms atound the area. Games and

. practices ate all at Carl Sandburg, for not just
£ the older age group, but all age groups, both

boys and gitls. The housc league must also
share the gym with the Fort Hunt boys and girls
county basketball program and often the Mount

* Vernon boys and girls county teams, which both

have much higher statuses than the in-house
league. There are often scheduling conflicts
among the county and housc leagues, and house
league less than rarcly wins the battle. In the
past, nearly all of the scheduled games during
one of the days had to be moved to another
time or date due to scheduling conflicts among
other schools,

Even with all of these problems that may seem
like a hassle, the league is appreciated widely by
the stadents. “I am very glad we have the [Fort
Hunt House] league to play in, it makes Sundays
much more exciting,” says junior Sean Houser.
The Fort Hunt House Leaguc continues to
thrive and provide an cnjoyable, exciting brand
of basketball that is welcome to everyonc.
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Girls Basketball Working For the . Wins

Adele Hampton

At the game against Annandale on
January 18" the team showed good ball
handling skills and excellent defense. It
was a fast paced game and there seemed to
be no communication difficultics; cveryone
on the team was focused and ready to take
on their challengers with enthusiasm. They
had fast drives to the nct and three good
steals in the first half, The big scorers of
the game were Lawson and Ghebremedhin.
The team never let Annandale get too far
ahcad of them and kept the score tight. By
the end of the first half the score was 15-
18 with Annandale having the three point
lead. “They have a really good coach and
are dedicated players,” said freshman Mara
Cate. In the second half the team showed
no. sign of fatgue and kept on pushing
their way through the game. At the end of
the game they were able to pull away with
a win in overtime. Even though they are a
mediocre team and have improvements to
make, they never gave up and always played
their best during the game.

Senior Kat Gragg, who is a starter on the varsity team said,

Assistant Business Manager

With hard drives to the net and swift steals, the girls’ varsity
basketball team has a the skills necessary to potentially win
the Patriot District. The team is currendy 6™ but if they
keep improving and do well in the next few games they
could have a great chance at being the champions.

“The team’s doing grear compared o past seasons,” said
head coach, Parker Roach. So far this season they have tied
the record for most wins which is 7. They beat T.C. Williams
and Wakefield and have lost to Lake Braddock, Hayfield,
Edison, and West Springfield. VWhen the team's stats are
measured up apainst other high schools in the district, they
appear in the middle. The starters at forward and guard arc
Mary Lawson, Kat Gragg, Ashley Smith, Lauren Arthur, and
the ceater position rotates between three players, Favion
Ghebremedhin, Madeline Majors, and Stephanie Gerow.
The captains are Lauren Arthur and Ashley Smith.

Some of the team’s strong points are leadership and having
great seniors. Starter Mary Lawson said the team should
improve on rebounding and getting back into transition.
Also communication difficulties on the court sometimes
make it hard for the tcam to focus. “You can always
improve. Our goal is to improve everyday,” said Roach.

For NFL Elite, Jacksonville is the Last Stop

Hana Beckerle and Mark Peterman

The giris basketball team takes a break at the pame aganst Annandale. The Lady Wolverines
Pulied out a narrow three point win, The final score was 4845,

“We're a great team and we have a lot of fun, woot.” They're
an excellent team with a great personality, but they're not
afraid to put on their game face and do what it takes to win.

Editor-in-Chief and Wire Reporter

The beginning of a new year means the
winding down of another football scason.
The regular season is over and many
teams are packing up for an overdue break,
before its back to, strajning ‘camp, . Qnly-
two teams, the NeQ*Engiand Patriots and
the Philadelphia Eagles, still bave more
football to play. After being
victorious in all of
their  playoff » =5

o
games,  these
fcams are sct to
meet in the Super Bowl next
weekend. The importance of the Super
Bowl ring to these players is unparalleled,
but they still have a tough road ahead of
them if they want to earn it.

This year may as well have been called the
year of the quarterback in the NFL, as the
teams who were contenders at the outset
of the playoffs demonstrated. Veteran
quarterback Brett Favre of the Green Bay
Packers was perhaps the most well-known
of these quarterbacks, and many hoped for
a Super Bowl victory to crown his illustrious

SRR

career.

Besides Favre, the best young quarterbacks
in the league led their teams to the playoffs.
These include the versatile Michael Vick
of the Adanta Falcons, whose speed and
agility have earned him the distinction from
some of being the best overall athlete in

rthe NFL. . Peyton Manning, who'led:the .

Indianapolis Colts, broke Dan Marino’s 20-
year-old record for most

touchdown
== passcs in
a  season

with  49.
He also led
perhaps  the
top offense
S in the NFL this
" i scason.  Rookie
=< Ben Roethlisburger

of the Pittsburgh  Steelers
was undefeated heading into the season, and
was named top offensive rookie of the year.
The Patriots quarterback Tom Brady is also
extremely well-known, having led his team
to two Super Bowl tites in the past three
years, and holding a perfect, undefcated
playoff record. Last but not least, the

™ 3 Psupel)ey ¥ 01
R e s e oL

Eagles’ Donovan McNabb has overcome
pressure from previous failed playoff hopes
and from intense Philadelphia fans to finally
bring his team to the Super Bowl

The Patriots are playing in their third
Super Bowl in three years, with victories
in both of the previous two. The word

“dynasty’”’ has been tossed around many

times durng football commentary. The
biggest test of the Patriots season came
last weekend with their playoff
game against the formidable
Steclers.  The Steclers,
with rookie phenom
Roethlisburger  at
the helm, had an
impressive 11-5
regular  season,
However, the
Patriots were
able to overcome the
Steelers in Pittsburgh. Led by
Brady, and a defense that stopped
the Colts and Steclers cold, Patriots fans are
optimistic about their team’s chances this
time around.

In order to reach the Super Bowl, the
EBagles had to defeat their own personal

T
il

demons mote than they had to worry about
their playoff competiion.  For the past
two years, the Eagles have advanced to the
conference championship (one game away
from the Super Bowl), only to be beaten in
their home city. This year, the pressure to
win that particular game was greater than
ever from tough-love Phx!adelphta fans.
Fortunately
for the team,
they were able
"t defeat the -
Falcons with
a near-perfect
performance  from
McNabb.
\QS Football has millions
of fans all over the
world and it confinues to
grow every year. Because of its cver
increasing popularity, the Super Bowl has
become one of the biggest sportng events
of the year. Tickets to the Super Bowl are
hard to come by, and die-hard fans from
New England and Philadelphia alike are
willing to spend enormous sums of money

ot

to travel to the big game,
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» Two Genres Collide

Marissa D’Orazio
Foeus Editor .

I have this super-ghetto radio in my shower. The volume is shot;
it usually decreases as I listen to a song, it is impossible to tuac in,
and 1 typically end up listening to a desired station with a little bit of

you're head in consensus, uttering, ‘7 got 99 probiems but a ¥**%%

one...bit me,”

background fuzz from another.

So it didn't surprise me when my
stupid radio got stuck halfway between
some Linkin Pack song on 99.1 HES
and something by Jay-Z on HOT 99.5.
I was about to try and zeso in on the
right station, when 1 stopped.

Whoa, I thooght, this actually
sounds pretty freaking cool together.

I was late to get the memo that
Jay-Z and Linkin Park had actually
released an album together. What 1
was heating would become the fused
hut, Numh/ Encore.

Collaboration is typically tircsome
and predictable; especially when it
comes to fap and hip-hop. What I'd
like to kaow, is just how many songs
are there in this world featuring
Ludacris? How many songs, by a
random assortment of rappers. have
Lil' Jon scream ‘in the background,
“HA-WHHHAATTT!™ That gets a
smidgen old after a while.

But Jay-Z and Linkin Park?

Semior Marissa D Orazio contemplates the combinung of ‘rock’
and “rap’ i Collision Course.

Together? Its like bringing two

great things together that would seem to clash, but, instead, they
compliment each other to make something ¢ven greater. Like chicken

nuggets and honey.

I knew the CD was going to be good when I turned it on.
“Wheres my Frappucino? 1 ordered a f***ing Frappucino!" The
hooligans Jay-Z and Linkin Park arc joining forces, and causing a
ruckus in Starbucks Coffee shops everywhere, World, look out.

99 Problems{ Points of Autharity{ One Step Closer combines the bouncy
background beat and gangsta stance of 99 Prablems with the all-out
white-boy intease anger of Posts of Authority. You'll be driving down
the road with one hand on the steering wheel, pimp-style, nodding

album.

and moments later, both hands will be on the w
andd your head will be banging as you scream along to, "S§F
UR.SHUT UP WHEN I
lerds. Concentrate on that driving, Remember thar you shouldn't ¢

‘M TALKING TO YOU!” But be car

be listening to loud music in your cas. .
make sure there 1sn't more than one passe:
in the wehicle...

I must admit, In the End/ H 1o the Izzo
a toal disappeintment. H # #e Izzo o1
own is a phenomenal rap song [ mean
even made a shout-out to our stupid §
Tor shigzle my niggle wied to dribble dow
IZ4." How could you aot love that? An
the End is hypnotizingly awesome, My fr
once witnessed an entire restaurant of pe
subconsciously sing along to this son
a monotone: Al I know ir time is a val
thing/ watch it fy by as the pendulm su
Woascls 1t vosunt donm to the end of the day/
elock ks life eway..." Sadly, ouxing these sc
is like mixing bleach with ammonia, Li
Park artempts to utter their bordesline-
lytics about some kind of harshiy emati
breakup to the tine of Jay-2% jam about |
it up back in the day...

Jizga What/ Famnt is an excellent mix. |
two songs were meant to be together (m
like the single Numb/Encore,) There is
less of a distunguishing in this song betw
“Jay-Z's part” and “Linkin Park's part."'

it doesn’t work

song sounds as if it were recorded by one recording arnst, not
I think this is the nirvana that they were trying to reach through

Ultimately, this CD will make you smile. It reminds me of the
on Seinfeld when Kramer was obsessing over the feelings of solid:
and peace that the black-and-white cookie brought him. This all
was a black-and-white cookie to me, reminding me that no m:
how different two things are, they can work combine to proc
something entirely supernataral. Worlds are colliding, my fric
And this CD acts as a beautiful crystal ball showing us what stran
irresistible fusions are to come.

Worth Staying in on a Friday Nigh

Alex Keckeisen
Sports Editor

You may have seen the hit movie in
theaters late lase year, but believe it or not,
Friday Night Lightr is a book. It will soon
come out on DVD, but do you really want
to be lazy and sit on the couch and watch it?

Imagine a place where nothing matters but
football, Friday nights are more important
than Sunday moramngs, academics don't
martet, and everyone in town sets their watch
by the first day of practice 1 the summer
20,000 parents, alamni, and fans cram into
the muld-million dollar stadmm built just
for the football team, and the only way you
miss the game, if you are a truly devoted
fan, is if you've deceased. This West Texan
high school from Odessa revolves around
football.

Mojo, the-nickname for the pnde that is
carried by Perrian High School supporters,
is remembered for the playoff wins and State
championship teams, and not the oil bust
that oceurred only a few yvears before that
ruined the dreams of many. Integration was
only forced ppon the school in 1981, which
only helped the team, but off the field no one
cared about the poor black kids on the other
side of town. It only mattered that they could
gain a few yards on the turf field, not how
they lived in their one-room houses across
the railroad tracks.

Education wasn't a problem either. Sure,
Permian only had one Merit Scholar, and the
only way that most of the football players
graduated was by making the grading system

easier. Boobie, the star running back for the
team in 1987, had to take the SAT’s four
times just to be eligible fora scholasship. The
first three times ‘
he got under 700,
but the fourth
ume he just be
barely made the
requirement.
Every coach
that coached the
Permian Panthers
fell out of favor
with the fans
at one point or
another, Having
a record of 7-2
was considered a
horrible  failure,
even if both of
the losses were by
one point or less,
It didn't marter, if
vou lost a_single
game,  SOmMeone
wanted you gone.
Not many
books can really
tell you the story

FRIDAY
NIGHT
LIGHTS

Fraday Night Lights it a story about the low of the game

and how a tearms can Oercome racism,

what Friday Night Lightr is all about.

While the movie does provide a «
image of the team and the aty of Ode
the book expl
what the m
can't. The sma
derails are v
make this stor
great and e
deril, from
players so ners
thar they throw
in the locker rc
before pames
the crushing bl
on the field. ©
book will have
on the edge
the seat chee
for the Pern
football team.
plavoft Za
near the end of
book will leave
gzup'mg for air
you were acty
on the feld.

H. G, Bissis
is an author

Phaotwo by Katie Staples

about athletes
who fail in the classroom and then excel on
the field. Or how racism can take over a town
for decades and then over night the people
embrace the other color because of their skill
on the field. Think of Remember the Titans,
now think of the opposite, and you’ll get

isn’t afraid to
the truth. He went into to Odessa loo!
for a story like Hoosfers but came out
something completely different. This b
was re-released a decade after its fiest rel
and contains extra information and what
players at Permian went on to accomplis]

| '18 The Wire
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Get Stunned by the Scorpion

Adele Hampton
Aust, Business Manager

What does the future hold in store for us? No one
knows, and yet there are so many books and stories about
the subject. No different is The House of the Scorpion by
Nancy Farmer. But this book, unlike other books about the
future, focuses on not only sci-fi charactenstics, but also on
conflicts and social issues that go along with the present and
the future. I'm not a big fan of sci-fi, so when this book
came to me as a gift I wasn’t sure if I should give it away or
give it a chance. 1 decided to read it and it turns out that it
was one of the most interesting books I've ever read. It’s
filled with fascinating characters, a wild and twisting plot,
and & main characrer that stays on your mind long after
vou’ve put the book down.

The House of the Scorpron takes place half in a country
called Opium, which is a stip of land between the United
States and what was once Mexico and is now Azdan, and
the other half in Aztlin, which is basically 2 more crowed,
polluted, and technically advanced Mexico. Matteo Alactin
is the clone of El Patron, a big-time drug lord who has no
sympathy or feelings of compassion. Matteo was cast out
of society by the Alacrin family and was foreed to live a life
of solitude and loneliness in the poppy fields of Opium,

conflicts and emotions.

As Matt gets older and is
brought back to civilization,
he begins to discover what he
is; a clone of El Patrdon which
everyone kanows. Matt is then
brought into a world that bates

him, and it’s only because he’s |
El Patrdn’s clone and he is stll |

alive. Mana soon abandons him

because her father, who doesn’t ||

want her to be associating with
clones, sends her to a convent in
Aztlan leaving Matt alone, Matt
doesn’t know is that he is the last
of seven other clones that El
Patron had made. The clones
were not just for his company,
but also for spare parts. Patron’s
health is deteriorating and Matt
is his spare life line. When Mart
discovers this he can’t understand
why he could seem like such a
loving and kindhearted person,

D e e
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The House of the Scorpion i o sell balanced story

@bout survival, love, bope, and growing up.

4

He is brought into an orphanage where,
for the first time he is living on his own
with boys his own age. With the aid of
his new found friends he is able to find
Maria and start a new life as a respected
human being

The Haouse of the Scorpion is the winner of
the National Book Award, the Newbery
Honor Award, and the Michael I, Printz
Award for Excellence in Young Adult
Literature. Author Nancy Farmer is
a three-time Newbery Honor winner,
She’s the writer of The Ear the Eye and
the Arm, Do You Know Me, The Warm
Placs, A Girl Named Disaster, and three
picture books for young children. Her
books combine sci-fi clements as well
as present day emotions people can
relate to.

If you’re looking for a good sci-fi
book, or a book that takes you on an
amazing ride, check out The Houre of
the Scorpion. Throughout this book the

Photo by Evan Dobbs

with only the companionship of his caretaker Celia. When
Matt is six years old, he first comes in contact with a girl his
age named Maria, which throws him into a whirl-wind of
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reader is thrown from one situation to

when in fact he is a cold, bitter-hearted vulture. He decides  the next in an exciting story. It's a good, well balanced story
to escape his fate and run away. With the help of a few
friends he makes it to Aztlin and must survive on his own.  who you really are.

about survival, love, hope, and growing up trying figure out

Scarf at the Whart

Robin Harry
Business Manager

There comes a point 1n a tecnagers life
when they just get tired of fast food and
actually have a little bit of money. For several
students The illage Wharf, located in the
Hollin Hall Shopping Center on Ft. Huat
Road, is the ideal place to grab a quality bite
at a reasonable price. Senior Chad Wormeley
works a few stores down and orders lunch
quite frequently. “Besides being convenient,
they have delicious food. The workets are also
very nice,” said Wormeley.

chicken quesadilla and chicken fingers, which
could casily be a meal and does not exceed six
dollars, The best and most famous item of the
menu would definitely have to be their cream
of crab soup, which is homemade. Although
$3.95 for a cup may seem steep, it 15 worth
every penny. The creamy, crab-filled soup with
a shight kick is perfect on a winter day.

A few months ago, the establishment
underwent a change in management and
ownership. The overall appearance inside
has been replaced with new tables and chairs,
making it appear more polished, New items
were also added onto the menu, and the prices
went up slightly. “I have always enjoyed the
Wharf, but [ must say that it has definitely
improved since the change-over and you
notice more people coming in now;” said
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14040 Central Loop Dinner entrees can be pricy, ranging from PR : =
Woodbridge, VA 22193 cleven to cighteen dollars. If you do not want WMH;WI;&I}: et
. to spend that much, the first two pages of the
Na'te Wilson 703.781.0334 Ext. 4001 menu are full of tasty choices that are no more  junior Megan Farrar.
Business Development Offficer 703.730.1800 than ninc dollars. My personal favorite is the Besides being a good place to get a quick
Faxe 703.781.3647 “L(.)rcl Fairfax,” a good size hamburgu w%th bitc' with some friends, it can'also be an ideal
x Swiss cheese and bacon, accompanied with setting for a date. “It provides a peaceful
nwilson@ftb fcu.org frics, pricing at $6.95. The appetizors includea  atmosphere with candles and low-lighting,”

said senior Luke Urban, In addition to being
a great setting, it leaves your date thinking you
went to a nice place but does not leave your
wallet empty.

While it can get extremely busy on the
weekends, particularly around dinner time,
quality service is never spared. No matter
what time you choose to go, you can count on
being greeted pleasantly at the door, followed
by enjoying delicious food.

Not only do teenagers find this to be a
good place to dine, it is not uncommon to see
the bar full of older people enjoying a drink
and friendly conversation. Whether you are
looking for a top of the line entrée or simple
sandwich with fries, this is the place for people
of all ages to stop in to bhang out and enjoy
good food.

v Free Pregnancy Test
v Confidential Support
v Adoption, Medical,
Community Refarrals
v Post-Abortion Counse
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More Than Meets the Eye

Ashlee Newcomb
Style Editor

In movies, high school students are given labels that
supposcdly reflect them entirely. There are the Jocks,
who are all about sports, the Cheerleaders wha love
to shop, and the Nerds who sit at their computers
to design websites. However, that in no way is truc
in “reality” Every person has different interests and
hobbics, Somewhere ount there, there is probably a
student who is at the top of her class, who plays sports,
and even has an artistic side. Wait, that girl is senior
Rachel Chaney.

It was not until this year that I was given the pleasure
of meeting Chaney, and was able to crcate 2 clearer
picture of her personality, diminishing the image of
a super genius that 1 would have nothing in common
with, I have found upon sharing our AP Literature

“Itisimportant to realize thatnomatter
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class that there 1s more to Chaney than her academic
achievements.

Chaney began her senior year ag number one in
the senior class of 2005, but once transfer students
Stephen Petracus and Nicholas Jachowski came, like
everyone eclsc, her rank was shifted. As a Naconal
Merit Commended Scholar and an AP Scholar with
Distinction, Chaney is held on a high pedestal, and
mainly locked at oaly for her academic achievermnents,
when she also enjoys other activities that most people
do not know shout

Laura Lofgren
Wire Reporter

“Matt Rossi...I've heard that name
before” Duh! Of coursc you have.
He's famous! Even if you don't know
him personally, everyone can recognize
Rossi as that drama kid who hangs out
with all the other
drama kids. His
unmistakable

At the age of cighth, Chaney was diagnosed with
diabetes, causing her to be more carcful of what foods
she eats. “Every time I eat T have to give myself insulin
from my insulin pump. | give myself a certain amount
of insulin based on the amount of catbohydrates T eat.
Since most food doesn't
really  have “Nutrition
Facts' attached two it, |
often have to guess how
much I shouold give,” said
Chaney. It does not greatly
bother Chaney to have to
go through this routine,
and she is often optimistic
about her situation, “The
best thing about being
diabetic, though, is that I
can eat in any class. If
my blood sugar gets low,
1 have to seat something,”
said Chaney.

Chaney has been
involved in art since she
was nine; when she began
taking oil painting classes

darkroom developing ber picturss.

S it .
Avid photagrapher senior Ruchel Chaney stays afier many

good way,” said Nwatu.

Chaney has been playing volleyball at this schaol
since her freshman year. Joining varsity her junior
year, Chaney was given the opportunity to gain 2 close
friendship with her teammates. “The best thing about
being on a team is
becoming  friends
with new people you
may not have ever

been friends with
otherwise,” said
Chaney.

“She always was a
good spott and was
casy to get along
with, she made
everyone laugh.
People perceive
her as a big-headed
person, but that’s
not the type of
person she is, she
is very down-to-
earth,” said senior
Ana Campomanos.

Phota by Houston Murphy

days i e

where she lived in New

Mexico. However, once she moved to Utah, she
felt that she was horrible at art. In cighth grade, she
reconnected with her love for act and has been greatly
involved with it sincé, Chancy has been raking art
classes at this school all four years, and even takes ast
classes at the famous Torpedo Factory in Old Town
Alexandra,

“I use my brain so often in almost everything I do;
it is nice to do something less analytical. Because
most people’s dominant sense is sight, images have a
powerful impact on any viewer,” said Chaney. Some
of her fricnds are often able to view her wotle, like
senior ljeoma Nwam. “She draws things that you
could only imagine in your dreams. It's cool tw sce
what she draws because it is always different - in a

he says. I'm sure the school deems
it a mistake as well, considering his
outstanding pesformance as Petruchio
in Taming of the Shrew, was unmatched
— they could've used his talent a long
tme ago, “Matt Rossi is just an all-
round great student. He is very talented,

about West Potomac theatre, too.
People see the final result and
they think {ac least T hope) that
s amazing. But they don’t see
the two month preparation period
and the behind-the-scenes effort,”
‘says Rossi. He spends at
least three hours a day
on, weekdays and ‘six
hours on  Saturdays

Most graduating
seniors look forward to spending their last summer
in town, saying long “good-byes” to their fellow
classmates 4nd family members. However, Chancy
has bigger plans for her family “good-byes™ “I plan
on spending my summer road-tripping with my family.
I want to go to Acadia National Park and Assateague
Island, and maybe New Orleans,” said Chaney,

There is no better way to describe Rachel Chaney
than to say that there is more to her than most people
assume.  “It is important to realize that no matter
what someone’s apparent and obvious characteristics
might be, many of his or her cther attributes remain
hidden. Tt is important to remember that no one it
two dimensional enough o be defined by a word,” said
Chaney.

W The Talented Mr. Rossi

to endure”” says Ross
Dbsesred, But for a goor
cause, When you ar
as gifted as he, the onl
way to harncss the talen
and improve is to wortl
at it persistendy. He ever
plans to continue theatre a
Christopher  Newpor
University, where he 1

2

decp voice and rehearsing lines, headed niext fall.

ardent expression blocking scences, Don't forget to se
when he speaks and cven building his amazing directing
gives him  the the ‘set.’ *Theatse of the upcomin,
perfect  qualines is as muoch a team one act, Mysery o
of a talented sport as any, Focus, Twicknam  |Vicaray

actor — one of
the most brilliant
actors At our
school. Rossi is
someone  who
thrives in the
spodight. T was
2 shifter in the
downtime of
my sophomore
football season, and when Romeo and
Juléet wras performed and 1 went out to
take a bow; just as a shiffer.. that was
what snared me. The lights and the
applause..."” says Rosst. :

It took him undl his junior year to
actually audition for a full part in a play,
which Rossi considers a huge mistake,
“It has been the onc thing in my entire
life that has come naturally to me”

Photo by Rosic Carmichael

completely dedicated to the program,
and above all ¢lse a warm and caring
person who works well with everyone
and always gives 100%." says drama
teacher Ms. McCormally.

What else does Rossi do? Pretty much
nothing, He calls himself a “theater rat,”
as he spends so much of his time in
drama related activites. “I really think

padence, dedication,

He’s also playing Sgt

. all that down, it stll

that there i§ 4 common misconception.

and endurance are all
factars of the utmost
importance in theatre,
and after you have

Tony Moreni in th
winter play A4 M
Marders. “Martt’s -
great guy. [ know

that helll pge
on  my nerve
sometimes, but he
really continnes 1«
impress me with how
he’s really becoming hi
own person and excelling
in a lot of areas”” says hi
sister juniot Leigh Rossi.

“Matt is the epitome of :
Matt-like person. I like hi:
smile. He also has a ver
big heart” says senio
Brear Hawkins,

takes an extraordinary
amount of chemistry to
pull off a well-produced
play;” he said.

When Rossi is mof doing
something for theatre (1
know, it’s hard to imagine),
Rossi does have some fun
“Yeah, 1 go out on weekends
and maintain a level of
relaxation to balance out the
rgors of theatre and school,
but theatre is fun for me, so it
isn't something thar 15 painful

Photo illustration by Katc Staples
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