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er of 9 Cappie Awards

Nominated for 19 Cappies, West Potomac’s spring musical Spamalot won 9, including Best Musical

Margaret O’Meara
News Editor

Nominated for 19 coveted Cappie
Awards, the West Potomac Theatre
Department’s spring musical Spama-
lot won 9 Cappie Awards, including
Best Song and Best Musical, at the

Cappies Gala celebration on June 8th

at the Kennedy Center.
The Cappies Critics and Awards

Program is a program through which g

theatre and journalism students are
trained as critics to see and review
other high school performances. The
reviews are then published in var-
ious print and online publications
throughout the region, including The
Washington Post and the Mount Ver-
non Gazette.

Of all the participating schools in
the National Capital Area Cappies
program, West Potomac garnered the
most nominations, setting both a new
regional and school record by taking
home nine Cappie Awards.

In technical categories, Spamalot won
Best Marketing and Publicity (Gracie
Denton, Ben Roberts, Peter Serle, and
Jordan McCray), Best Costumes (Lesya
Melnychenko and Becky Lehner), and
Best Sets (Natalie Jurkowski and Ella
Moore).

Laura Marshall

David Jarzen and the cast of Spamalot performed “You Won't Succeed on Broadway”
(pictured) at the Cappies Gala on June 8th and won Best Song.

In performance categories, the musi-
cal won six Cappie awards. Senior Kai-
la Anderson, Spamalot’s dance captain
and choreographer, won Best Chore-
ography. The orchestra, led by conduc-
tor and teacher Steve Rice, won Best
Orchestra. Nikki Amico, for her per-
formance as Not Dead Fred, won Best
Featured Actress in a Musical. For his

supporting role as Patsy, Eddie Perez
won Best Supporting Actor in a Musi-
cal.

At the Cappies Gala, the Spamalot
cast performed “You Won't Succeed on
Broadway; and later that night won for
Best Song. Putting a cherry on top of a
successful night, the musical also won
the award for Best Musical.

Among the 19 Cappie nomina-
tions, Spamalot was nominated in
several technical categories, includ-
ing Best Lighting (Sarah Bowman,
Katie Kamara, and Joe Slattery), Best
Props (Margaret Gorguissian), and
Best Stage Crew (Sam Poole, Alys-
sa Denton, and Kate McConville).

In performance catagories, the mu-
sical was nominated for Featured Ac-
tor in a Musical (Dan Evans), Female
Dancer (Nikki Amico), Male Vocalist
(Peter Serle), Lead Actor in a Musical
(Peter Serle), Lead Actress in a Musi-
cal (Anjum Choudhury), and Comic
Actor in a Musical (David Jarzen).
West Potomac’s Cappie critic team
was also nominated for Best Critic
Team.

This marks the second year in a row
in which West Potomac has fared well
at the Cappies. Last year’s spring mu-
sical, Young Frankenstein, was nomi-
nated for seven cappie awards and won
two. Senior Ben Roberts won for Best
Lead Actor in a Musical for his role as
Igor, and sophomore David Jarzen won
award for Best Supporting Actor in a
Musical for his role as Dr. Frankenstein.

Congratulations to the cast and crew
of Spamalot for their 19 nominations
and nine awards won!

Celebrating 25 Years of Harmonious Melodies at WestPo

Former and current choral students celebrate the choral department and director Ernest Johnson at Spring Show

Margaret O’Meara
News Editor

On June 7th, the West Potomac
Chorus combined with the cho-
ruses of Sandburg Middle School
and various elementary schools to
perform Got Music, the 25th annu-
al Spring Show in the Springbank
Auditorium. The combined chorus-
es were led by Ernest Johnson, the
choral teacher at West Potomac.

The show featured songs chosen
from a variety of Tony, Oscar, and
Grammy award winners. Alum-
ni and current students from the
schools showcased their best per-
formances for the audience.

“Performing with all ages was so
much fun!” commented junior Car-
oline Austin. “It was great to see an

Alumi presenting Ernest Johnson with a donation in thanks for 25 years of service.

eleven-year-old kid dancing with
a graduate from 2000. It's amazing
that Mr. Johnson used a theme that
incorporated all ages, using movie

songs from Disney to James Bond.”

After the performance, students
and alumni gathered to celebrate
Johnson and his 25 years of teach-

ing chorus at West Potomac, per-
forming ABBAs Thank You For the
Music” as a tribute. “There were alot
of tears, from Mr. Johnson and stu-
dents;” said freshman Julia George.
Johnson was then surprised by a
large donation of over $3,000, col-
lected from alumni, boosters, and

| current students. “There’s a lot of
love for Mr. Johnson after 25 years
| of teaching reflected Adrienne

Magnusson, a 1994 alum. “He’s had
a positive effect on so many of us.”

“It was a special night to see alum-
ni come back and show Mr. John-
son how much he meant to them,’
added George. “I can only hope
that when I'm an alum, I will have
a similar opportunity to show Mr.
Johnson how much he meant to me
too.”

Congratulations, Clags of 201%/
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DISCLAIMER: If your name is missing, spelled wrong, or
labeled incorrectly, let us know. We did the best we could!
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Laraib and Lil

,your plans for

gear?
ceton Universityl

b, Attending The College of William and Mary!
“Your favorite memory

from being on The Wire? What is your favorite memory

from being on The Wire?
When we had a practice interview session
with Mr. Ingram with Little Red Riding Hood as
a suspect. The story became interesting and |
scandalous real fast,

What is your favorite article
you have written?

© Eating lunch with wack L&L and the late ofter
noons spent jamming out and finishing issues.

What is your favorite article
you have written?

My favorite very first article about the class o
2010 graduating at Hayfield HS.

The farewell article for Mr. Russell. Interviewing

the administration and his former students was

really fun and their stories put his legacy into
perspective.

Are you planning on
participating in journalism
studies in the future?

Are you planning on
. participating in journalism
studies in the future?

| want to be a newspaper adviser and high

'm planning on being on the joumndlism staff school English teacher, so | plan on studying
at Princeton if my schedual permits. | communications as well as English Education,
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Come to Zinga at Beacon Hill for their
“SELFIE WITH A FRIEND”
Summer B.O.G.O. Special!

Take a selfie with your friend at Zinga
Tweet or Instagram it with the hashtag:
#ZingaBeaconCenter

Show the cashier your Tweet or Instagram to
get your second serving FREE!

“Solo” Selfies receive 15% off of an individual purchase
GOOD ONLY AT ZINGA BEACON HILL CENTER

OFFER EXPIRES JULY 15th, 2014



