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Paxton’s seniors, Elsie Abjetey Doku, Alyssha McDonald, Shannon McCarn, Megan Maple, and .
Ariane Abcede surprise her with a banner they made in her hanor. Accordmg to the seniors,

Paxton repeated the phrase ‘Keep in mind...

LAURA REYNOLDS
REPORTER

The end of this year marks the end of an era: Mrs.
Paxton’s teaching career. After thirty four years
of teaching English, seven of which were at West
Potomac, Mrs. Paxton has decided to focus on other
things. For as long as she has taught at our school,
juniors and seniors have realized that having Mrs.
Paxton as a teacher equates to their being in a college-
level course.

Although it seems as though Mrs. Paxton has been at
West Potomac for the majority of her teaching career,
she has spent most of her time at the seven other
schools that she taught at throughout her life. The
most enjoyable school for her to teach was one that
carries much familial importance. “My favorite school
was Maury High School in Norfolk, Virginia — not
only is it a very beautiful school but it is a school with
a great deal of history — my grandmother-attended
as did both of my parents and both of my children,”
she said. Not only has she taught at high schools, but
Mrs. Paxton also put in time at middle schools and
community colleges. Seventh grade was her least
favorite because there are “too many hormones,”
whereas dual enrollment was the most enjoyable

at least 400 times this past year.

to teach. No matter what went on in the classroom,
even the ones that she was not fond of, teaching was
a compelling enough career to keep Mrs. Paxton
coming back year after year after year.

An exacting teacher, Mrs. Paxton leaves an
impression on every student that walks into her
classroom. The work load is not light, but the results
speak for themselves. Paxton’s students do well on
tesﬁng, whether it be an AP exam or an SOL test, and
are faced with a teacher who expects a certain'level of
responsibility and conduct in her classroom. As junior
Callie Jacobs put it, “You're never sure what to expect
walking into her room. She never takes a break. Mrs.
Paxton was my only teacher who started a lesson the
class after the AP exam so that we would be prepared
for next year’s AP course. Though most students
might prefer to coast and not do much for the rest of
the year, she is setting us up to succeed later. I'll be
thanking her when I can relax a bit in English class
at the beginning of my senior year.” This attitude is
typical among her students. The work can be copious,
and frustrating, and difficult, but in the long run it is
born of years of experience with how to teach students
so that they can reach their full potential. After all the
years of teaching, Mrs. Paxton has decided what she

See Paxton on page 5

“Legends of Song”
amazes audiences

Nia COPELAND
REPORTER

Every year the choir department displays its best work during the
annual Spring Show. Choir director Ernest Johnson and his students
were excited to present this year’s show themed “Legends of Song”.
It showcased the student’s talents through the many works of several

[ brilliant artists such as Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, George Gershwin,

Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers, Duke Ellington, Elvis Presley, John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, Billy Joel, and Michael Jackson.

His enthused singers kept the audience entertained through their
excellent performance of several upbeat, modern hits. “Each year
I ry to design a new show around a theme that would be both
entertaining and educational for our audiences and singers,” said
Johnson. “This year, the show theme is “Legends of Song” — which
focuses on composers of some of great standards in popular music, -
particularly early in the 20* century.”

The students paid tribute to- several excellent artists through
constant singing, dancing and acting. “The show includes songs by
Irving Berlin (Blue Skies), George Gershwin (Our Love is Here to Stay,
Strike up the Band) and Jerome Kern (Can't Help Lovin’ Dat Man), from
his ground-breaking musical, Showboat,” added Johnson. “Duke
Ellington (Don’t Get Around Much Anymore) and of course some of
the more contemporary artists that most West Potomac students
and their parents would be fond of such as Elvis Presley, (Jailhouse
Rock, Can't Help Falling in Love), John Lennon & Paul McCartney of
the Beatles (Yesterday, Can’t Buy Me Love) Billy Joel (Tell Her About if,
Piano Man, Scenes from an lalian Restaurant) and Michael Jackson (Il
Be There, Bad, The Way you Make Me Feel) were also included. These
are only a few of the many songs that were included in this two hour
all singing, all dancing show!” Johnson was excited to present his
talented students to the community. He not only showcased the work
of the students in his chorus classes, he also included performances
by local elementary and middle school students enrolled in chorus
classes and West Potomac teachers. “The show will feature a cast
of over 200 students,” Johnson continued. “In addition to the West
Potomac Choirs which are Bella Voce, Colonial Singers, Freshman
Women's Chorus and the Mixed Chorus, special guests will include
50 children from a few of the West Potomac Pyramid elementary
schools such as Stratford Landing, Belle View, Fort Hunt, Hollin
Meadows, and Waynewood. Sirigers from Sandburg Middle School
will also be featured in the show along with Mr. Garry Relton, a West
Potomac chemistry teacher.” The show also included several vocal
and dance solos. One of the most memorable solos was performed
by junior James Guss and sophomore Julia Warren’s performance of
We're a Couple of Swells by Irving Berlin.

Though chorus students were required to attend long rehearsals
and practices each week to prepare for the show, it was all worth it

See Orchestra on page 5

Clifford Hardison reflects on his first year as West Potomac’s principal

NORRIS BROOKS
News EDITOR

“Learning will begin in ten minutes!”

These words
have blasted through the halls of our school all year, and
the man behind them is Principal Cliff Hardison.
Hardison left his position as Vice Principal of Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology and took
the reins as head honcho of West Potomac in the fall. He
came in with a different perspective and several new ideas.

For some students it was a rocky start. They were upset with
the changes in the FLEX schedule, the new tardy policy, and
the elimination of D lunch. As sophomore Daniel Morris put it,
“Change is hard.” However, as Mr. Hardison’s inaugural year
comes to a close, students have adjusted to the new policies.
Mr. Hardison has instituted many changes, all with the goal of
improving student learning and our school’s record of excellence.

Mr. Hardison and his team started by focusing on the
School Improvement Plan (SIP), a blueprint that defines the
mission of the school, outlines its core values and beliefs, and
charts a course to achieve them. As Mr. Hardison describes

it, “We renewed dedication to ensuring
Mr.

See Hardison on page 5

opportunities for all students, redefining our mission/vision, }
and refining what a professional learning community means.”

Preliminary results seem to be positive. Mr. Hardison and the
staff have been impressed by student performance at the science
fair, Technology Student Association competitions, and fine and
performing arts shows. English SOL scores have improved, the
honor roll is vigorous, and seniors have had a successful year
with SHOUT —a community service project. Another positive
step has been the conversations the faculty has had and the
exploration they have done about the issue of diversity and
what it means to them to be part of a diverse school such as ours. re|ationship with the faculty, lncludlng

rigorous learning
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Principal Hardison has established a solid

secretary Patty Jones.
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