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pils Get Published

they can publish more once they have sold all the existing copies. The

book cost $17 in paperback and $25 in hardcoves. Mr. Rhatican also

school for the recently published book White House Under Fire. It has  the book.

had good success so far with book signings at Sherwood Hall Library
and Cold Stone Creamery. It has been released on Authorhouse.com,

Amazon.com, and on the

Barnes and Noble web site.

W bite House Under Fire is
558 page book with 40 cssays
written by Mr. Rhatican’s AP
government students. From
64 essays he picked the top
40 to go into the book. Each
essay is about 20 pages long,
Being able to write an essay
that long has helped his
students continuing on to
college. The idea behind this
is for his students to receive
a reward for their dedication
and hard work in writing
their essays. Rhatican said,

“Reading  the papers, 1 >
realized they deserved some

received a grant from the PTSA of $400 1o go to the publication of

This has been the second year Rhatican has released a publication,
Last year he debuted his first book, And They S#ill Come, a collection

of esssays on immigrant groups
and how they got here. This
years topic was US, Presidents
who made important decisions
with huge impacts. The book
highlightssomeverycontroversial
periods of American history
and thc students talk about
how presidency has evolved
over the years. Harry Truman’s
decision to drop the bomb on
Japan, John E Kennedy's Bay
of Pigs invasion, and George
W. Bush’s response to the attack
of September 11, 2001 are a few
examples of essays contained in
the book. It shows the readets
the perspective of today’s youth
and their awareness of issucs in

recognition beyond a grade.

1 wanted to be able to let others see the work and effort the students
put into this assignment and thought creating a book would be the

perfect solution.”

The book was published by Authorhouse in Bloomington, Indiana.
it cost abourt $2,000 to publish and the book is on demand, meaning

Rha.r o capy of his book, White House Under Fire, i the fibrary.

today’s society. Anyone can read

the book and learn about American presidency and the leaders who
made critical decisions for the United States.

Rhatican says he is going to continue publishing books in coming

years and believes that it inspires the students to work hard so they
can strive to become published authors.

Got to Love American Schools

Former African Students Compare Their School in Africa to our School

Robyn Byrd
Wire Reporter

“] remember being a student in Prince of
Peace International School; I failed 2 test and
I got beaten,” says sophomore Janet Owusu,
“T also remember that our nails and hair
couldn’t grow, and if they did the tcachers
would take each finger and tap our nails
with a ruler” According to Owusu classes
here are much more lenient than classes in
Africa. There isn't any skipping, being late,
or failing classes. If there were, there would
be severe consequences such as getting
beaten with a cane or ruler in front of the
whole school during the morning assembly.

Usually in the motning assembiy the
students have announcements and they
sing their country’s national anthem.
Classes in Prince of Peace Int. are very
crowded; an average class is about thrty to
thirty-five students with only one teacher.
Switching classes isn’t the same in Africa.
Students stay in onc class and take all six
to seven classes in the same room, except
foreign languages.  Like our schools,
African schools require four core classes:
math, science, history, and English. PE.
and forcign languages are also subjects in
African schools. “English isn't as important
to us in Africa as it is here in America,” says
Ovwusu, For electives in Africa the students
do not have any Academy classcs, or classes
pertaining to their carcer when they get
older. Here in America students dress out

" Janet Owasn vemembers how schoals in Africs wseed 1o bs.

for PE. but in Africa they wear their regular
day clothes, Their PE classes feature the
same sports as American schools, such as
soccer, volleyball, kickball, and baseball.

“At Prince of Peace, if you curse at the
teachers, your parents come to the school
and tell them to beat you” says senior
Kolich Karbgo. "T remember we had to
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wear uniforms” Karbgo said. African
schools do not offer frec or reduced
lunch. Students have to pay the full pficc
of 2,000 cedis (lcss than dollar in America)
ot bring their lunches to school. In Africa,
the lunches are the same as ours, split
into three different sections. There are no
school dances, proms, homecomings, or

extra-curricular clubs. The only thing they
are allowed to have is one sports team,
soccer and a dance team for the girs.
Classes are only split by grade level,
not aptitude.  Students are very quict
and afraid to speak in class. Even the
principal is very strict in African schools.
The principal makes sure the parents are
highly involved in their childs education.
At the beginning of the year, papers are
given out to be signed, much like our
Students Rights and Responsibilities book.
According o Owusu and Karbgo,
classes at African schools are not
aliowed field trips. ‘The only sanctioned
trips are forays to other schools.
“School buildings in Africa arc much larger
than those in America. African schools have
one expansive two-storey building” says
Karbgo. Teachers in this school are easier
to get along with than teachers at Prince
of Peace Intcrnational. In Afrca students
must be aware of the limits of interaction
with the teachers. They also have to watch
what they say, because the teachers are very
strict. If 2 student says or does something
wrong, her teachers will not hesitate to call
her parcnts. “I think here in this school we
get more freedom and broader choices in
what we want to do when we ger older, 1
think this school prepares us for our carecrs
more than my last school did,” says Owusu,
with Karbgo's eathusiastic agreement.



O)PINIONS

Get Your Facts Straight

Dear Editor,

I noticed that you had an article about the Nationals in one
of your past issucs. It sucked! First of all, you said that
the people of D.C. and Northern Virginia only follow their
teams when they're good, Why do you think the Expos even
came to Washington? Because no one in Montreal came to
sce them cause they stunk. That's why they were playing
half of their home games in Pucrto Rico. Also, your editor
said that he'd been a Washington Wizards fan since Juan
Howard and C. Webb. were on the team. That's the last
time they were good so it doesn't really prove anything. And
you didn'thave to be a fan back then to know that those guys
played for the Wizards. I wasn't a fan of the 1989 Detroit
Pistons but T kaow that Isizh Thomas played for them.
Anyway back to baseball, you also said the Nationals would
be losing a lot but they're in 1st place in their division and
have won 8 games in a row. Isn't the editors job to check over
an article to make sure its good before its submitted?

Kenneth Llewellyn; freshman

Summer Worries

The end of the school year. A time of rejoicing. A time of
graduation. Also, June 24. T caa fecl my heart start to fail,
After all, what’s the reason that we have to be here for
almost the entire month of June? Snow days — and worse
than that, unuscd snow days. Weather that never came in
December is hitting us at the end of the year — it’s ridiculous.
We used to get out two weeks eatlier — does anyone even
remember that? And it’s not like we can just leave early cither,
because finals are the last week of 'school - though it could
be the last three days of school if we didn't have this half-day
nonsense. It’s all such 2 scheme — you WILL stay in school,
ot you will not pass your grade. What the county should do
is start school earlier, like everyone else, and get out after
AP testing if finished, not only because everyone knows the
materizl but because no one wmants to work anymore. On
top of that, if the county’s true motive is to get us in a year-
round school, then they should just do it. Give me liberty,
give me peace, give me my summer backl In fact, I'd gladly
go to school for three months a pop instead of nine, despite
that ominous “year-round” phrase. It's just that I don’t think
two weeks of cramming — or not cramming — is going to
help us learn anything more in the long rua. Not only is the
whole ordeal absurd, but also completely pointless.

Allison Tse

Fight for Your Right
To Run- for SGA

In a school as wonderful and diverse as WPHS, it seems very
odd to me that so few students would run for SGA and class
elections. Granted: this year the Calendar shifted constantly
in May and Junc so maybe people lost track of the elections.
But during the year, the same students who don’t choose to
run complain about activities that do occur. And the same
group of terrific student leaders shoulders the responsibility,
yeéar after year. Tt would be great if some new people would
step up and be counted.

oan Reynolds; SGA Sponsor
i P

Dirty School

As most know, Biology 1 students participated in a full-year
science project culminating in a pseudo-science fair. Two of
the students in my class tested the school soap along with a
fewr name brands and they found the school soap was far less
effective than the name brands. The question is now, do we
keep our soap to save money or do we take action and stop
sactificing safery and get stronger soap?

A Rave for the freshman
girls crew team! They fin-
ished 6th at Nationals!

A Rant for the short sum-
mer we have. We work
hard all year and then we

get a shorter then usual
break.

A Rave for the wvarsity
Softball team! They were
division champs

Rants and Raves

A Rant for the crazy
firedrill last Wednesday.
We sat outside in the
crazy heat for hours.

weather! Although it’s
humid, at least it’s here!

A Rant for a point-
less last day of school
Grades are already in,
and the teachers don’t
want to be there!

A Rave for warmer

Looking Back...

The eand of the school year; a time of
rejoicing; but also a time of sadness. Most
kids think of high school as being four
years of pure bliss, a gateway to adulthood,
but what most kids don't know is that high
school can also be the worst four yeats
of your life. As the young freshmen walk
through the front doors of this school, 2
sense of excitement runs through them. But
alas, it's the end of the school year and those
feelings have long since gone, replaced by
haggard thoughts of finals and the last push
to the end.

This school year has been; like most
school years, a roller coaster, filled with-
ups and downs. With a new principal and
new teachers we had to adjust to new rules
and policies, some good and, let’s face it,
some bad  And in addition to adjusting
to the new regulations, we had to deal with
assipnments, friends, encmics, and the all-
around hassle that goes along with being
a high school stadent. So all-in-all high
school is no picnic. We as students have to
try to balance all of thesc things with out
buckling and ultmately collapsing under the
pressure. Basically, high school is a journcy.
You start out as a freshman, at the bottom,
and slowly work your way up. Then, the
magnificent day comes when you cast off
your dishonorable tide of “freshman” and
become 2 sophomore. Now, in your tenth
year of school, you are basically invisible;
not as uncool as being a freshman, but not as

cool as being a junior. You're right under the
radar in an unmemorable srage of your high
school journey, Now the fun begins.

You're a junior, officially an upperclassman.
You'’re at the top of the world with your
license and cool junior status. Then all of
2 sudden the mountain that you're standing
on crashes and you are drowning in a sea of
AP classes, SATs, and college applications,
But cven though the pressure to succeed
is almost unbearable, you still fight to push
your way through the days, with the hope
that 1= will get better and you wall make it
out alive. Finally, you see the lighe at the
end of the tunnel and you make thar lase
strugple and ac last you’ze out. Now you're
a senior. It’s what most kids dream of their
last year of high school. It’s 2 year filled wath
anticipation, celebration, and sadness. And
once you are 2 senior and the year is winding
down you’ll back on your high school years
and wonder how you made it through. You
fought hard and long to get to where you are
and finally it’s your turn to walk scross the
stage and receive your diploma. There’s no
other feeling like it

That’s the journey that high school can
tzke you on. Sometimes that journcy vanes
from person to person, changing like a
kaleidoscope. But one thing always stays the
same. It’s that high school is a learning stage,
a time when you get to see the best and the
worst of yourself. And it'll be four years that
will be hard to forget

|

Ashley Miller
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No One Likes U.S.

Diana Blaszkiewicz
Style Co-Edstor

In the Pew Research Center's January
2005 study on Ant-Americanism, the
noted global perception gap on American
unilaterism 18 4 slap-in-the-face for
Americans cocksure of their country’s
world-wide image. While 70 percent of
Americans believe that the US. is at best
greatly considerate of other countrics
when executing its foreign policy, in
Great Brtain only 36 percent of those
polled believes so. In Pakistag, the
number drops to 18 percent; in France,
it’s a low 14 percent. In fact, 84 percent of
the French nationals interviewed believed
the United Srates considered the interests
of other countries not so much, or not
arall.

The statistics are shocking, yet they are
a sequentally increasing trend in the post-
Cold War years of American foreign
policy. It’s after the fall of the Sowviet
Union that the United States became
especially vigilant about protecting their
democracy, saving unstable (yet politically
strategic and resource-rich) nations from
despots and megalomaniacs say, the
Taliban, or Saddam Hussein, in their most
recent campaigns. Since the US. began
their “cvangelical” work in Irag, the once

wholesome image of Americana has been

degraded even more. Spurned by internal
factions and lucid animosity towards US.
policies in Iraq, American image abroad
has taken one of the hardest hits since the
start of the War on Terror. Those who
oppose the war criticize the United States’

‘detachment from their foreign policy;

which can at times be both whimsical,
and tempetamental.

There is little resolve and respect in
the somewhat rash decisions which pass
throughout the entire legislative, judicial,
and executive branches, leading some to
tout US. foreign policy as egocentric and

hypocritical. Most recently, the Nensumeek
Hasco, in which one of the magazine’s
stories claimed desecration of the Qu'ran
by US. soldiers in Guantanamo Bay
prison, and the resultant rioting and deaths
in the Middle Hast, resurrected wornes
that the US,, in striving to preserve peace
and human fights throughout the wozld,
is in fact, infringing on these virtues, Just
last year, accusations of alleged torture of
Guantanamo Bay prsoncts
and misconduct on the part
of American soldiers raised
a red fag for human right’s
activists; and significantly
decreased US favorability
ratings worldwide. Amnesty
International, in a May
2005 report, called the US.
ptison the “gulag of our
time”, comparing it to the
infamously brutal Soviet
Union prsons for political
dissidents and other “enemies
of the state”. Former United States’
president Jimmy Carter, a man familiac
to Middle Eastern conflict (recall the
444 days of the Itanian Hostage Crisis)
denounced Amnesty International’s
criticism as harsh, yet called for the
ent to shut down the prson,
noting that, "the US. continues to suffer
terrible embarrassment and a blow to
our reputation .. because of reports
concerning abuses of prsoners in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Guantanamo." The
actions of the Amercan soldiers at
Guantanamo are furthering a4 stereotype
for years: that they are self-secking and
cater solely to their own needs, toppling
any un-American regime and disregarding
cultural and religious differences in their
way:
Some people arc beginning to wonder
how much more abuse can be endured

before the United States’ reputation,
those American Walls of Jericho, come
tumbling down with the trumpeting of
the political and social injustices it has
caused. The callousness with which the
US. treats its campaigns for justice and
democracy has given other nations a
sadistic theill in watching their defeats.
After the 9/11 artacks on the World Trade
Center, another Pew Global Attitades
sarvey  discovered
that 70 percent
of the pon-US
citizens Interviewed
(a number which
reached well into
the ten-thousands)
felr it was good for
the United States
to feel vulnerable
Fifty-eight  percent
believed that US.
forcign policy caused
the attacks.

These types of foreign opinions affect
not only the image of the United States,
but the image of its citizens as well. It’s
essential to project to the global market
not only a considerate foreign policy, but
a compassionate and understanding onc.
As US. citizens, it is our duty to defend
the image of our naton, not only its
pride. It is impossible to do so without
considering the culture and the attitudes
of those abroad. It’s not a phenomenon
limited to our government or the
war in Iraq If traveling overseas this
summer, try to acknowledge the cultural
differences of the countrymen: respect
their traditions, at least try to speak their
language, and treat them with the utmost
respect. You are, after all, guests in their
country, and as current cvents have
shown, no one likes a guest who rudely
overstays their welcome.

Phato by Houston Murphy

Is Summer Really a Break?

Hooff Cooksey

O, PINIONS

News Co-Editor

Summer: In my opinion, one of the best times of the year.
You can hang out with your friends, go to the pool, spend tdme
at camps, and relax with no responsibilities. But, this year is
different. ‘The final bell ‘of the 2004-05 school year will ring
on June 24. Thats ten days before our day of independence,
July 4%. We then return to school on Scptember 6%, that's
two and 2 half months
of much nceded, hard
earned vacation. To put
this in 2 morc realistic
perspective, that’s  a
measly ten weeks out of
a 52 week year. Studeats
will not only have this
short break time, but
will, most likely, have
some type of assignment
thrown at them from one
or mote subjects. What
kind of break is that?

Here at our school,
fall sports practices begin well before the start of the school
year; football practice starts on August 10™. These practices
usually take up a good part of the day, some going from cight
o'clock in the morning to four or five o’clock in the afternoon.
For those students playing fall sports, that whittles their summer

Photo by Houaum Murphy

down to one month and sixteen days. That is not a long enough
break for teenagers who have been working their butts off at
school for almost the past ten months!

Not only is our summer vacation too short, but the wintcr
holiday break lasted from December 23 to December 31. 1
know it has been said that the rcason our holidays, especially
summer vacation, are so short is due to the many teacher work
days stodents have. However, from what I've heard, students
don’t care about these holidays and would rather have longer
summer and winter vacations.

Teachers are also affected, ot maybe even mose affected by this
lack of break time than students. Our teachers work harder than
the students at this school. They have to come to school on the
teacher work days, have to stay sometimes 2 week after school
has ended, and must come to school a week before it begins,
Where’s the respect and rewards for the teachers? Event though
the teachers get a “Teacher Appreciation Week,” they still do not
get a break and half the students at this school didn't even know
when it occurred.

Students and teachers need breaks from the hustle and bustle
of our busy school days. They need to be able to unwind and
not have to worry about an end-of-the-year test they have
make the next day or fifty papers that need to be graded by
tomortow. Summer is 2 ime we need and desperately want,
but we arc not getting it. Students and teachers can only take so
much time at school before they begin to burn out, This may
lead to a great drop in the performance of Fairfax County in
academics testing.
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The Wire 3



Many Children Left Behind

Taylor Dankmeyer
Co-Opinions Editor

Politics are confusing for me, but lately, I've been hearing
a lot of things about the No Child Left Behind’ law. Many
teachers have been complaining about it, and on the news [
have seen numerous lawsuits against the law,

I thought it was pretty funny when 1 first went to the
official website for the ‘No Child Left Behind Law’ (NCLB},
and an ad for a student boot camp popped up. Also on the
website are pictures of kids forcing smiles. Come on George,
you are not fooling anyone with this. You fooled SOME with
the idea thar Saddam had weapons of mass destruction; but
you'te not going to fool us with this one.

The NCLB act was made into & law on January 8%, 2002.
At the core of it are measures designed to close achievement
gaps between different groups of students. The NCLB law
focuses on reading and math edueation, which are the two
most important parts of school. However, teachers, school
leaders, and community members are coming together
across the country to challenge this hastily conceived
educational law pushed through Congress by the present
administration.

From the outside, the law sounds good. But, hidden within
the faw are dozens of untested and unproven changes that
could do great damage to public education.

Many teachers at this school have talked about this law in
disgust. They seem to dislike it very much, but, why?

The law is basically taking a state power and turning it into
a federal power. As I looked at the many pages of the law I
noticed that it changed the current law; changing just about
everything, from how 3" graders were taught, how Native
Americans were taught to changes in
standardized testing,

NCLB is also strongly
affecting  special education. NCLB
requires students with disabilities to
be tested by grade level. Many people
argue that they should be taught
according to their ability. Another
requirtement  is  that all disabled
students be proficient by the school
year 2013-14. This is an unrealistic
goal which cannot be realized because
it removes students from the special
education subgroup when they reach
the standard for their grade level

Now there are always hidden
requirements in Jaws, but should
someone like George W. Bush really be meddling with such
a dclicate subject as education? Bush obviously thought
something was wrong with the current policy.

On April 8%, the New York Times relcased a story, saying
that the current Sccretary of Education was being more
cooperative in her responseé to resistance to the NCLB

law. Bur then in a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde quick chan
of personality, her cooperative tonc turned harsh whe
she spoke of the Connecticat Education Associatior
(CEA) law suit against the NCLB law. The CEA was n
the only educartion association involye
in the lawsuit. Nine school districts :

Michigan, Texas, and Vermont, and |

National Education Association (NE.A

chapters in those three states AS WEL

as Connecticur, Minois, Indiana, Ne

Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania an

Utah are also filing lawsuits.

The law is also costing states a whole lc
- of money. According to the Associate
Press, littde Connecticut will have t
spead $41.6 million in statc money fo
staff, programs, and development cost
to meet the law’s mandates throug
2008.

It’s obvious that the law i not workin,
and needs to be scverely changed, o
completely thrown out, but President Cheney, I meas
President Rumsfeld, oh whoever rules this country, Presiden
Bush refuses to get tid of the law that he frequently backs
There are so many problems with the law; and they must by
addressed in the near future.

Photo by Houston Murphy

Stop the Violence

Angie Palma

Buysinesr Manager

Gunshots, knives at school, and eardy deaths,
Those ate not things that tcenagers should
haye to imagine, much less live through. 1
am sick of watching the news and hearing
about yet another falling-
out between fkids that
tesulted in injury or worse,
death. Random shoot-outs
that take the innocent lives
of lads are wrong, And
face it, as teens, we are still
lads. As kids, we need to
do something to puta stop £
to this. There is already so
much hatred in this world
itis a poison which sccps
into our daily lives and
we should not allow our generation to add
to it. No single person can take out such
a force, As a whole, we need to show the
world that we are fed up with the violence.
But it’s not the world where we need to start,
We need to start right here. At our school.
For example, sounds that can be heard ar a
basketball game like cheering and laughing

are the same sounds heard coming from

a mob that surrounds a fightt Masses of
students run through the halls to see which
two of their classmates are pummeling cach
other. What is so entertaining about people
making each other bleed and being hauled
off by security? I am unable to find such
brutal behavior amusing,
As annoying and immature
5 I find our school fights, I do
find comfort in that so far, all we
really deal with is school fights,
So far. Butwhar are we going to
do if a Columbine incident takes
place here? What happens when
a fight gets way out of control
and someone secks revenge? By
then, it would be too late. Other
schools and other counties arc
very familiar with violence of
a greater nature. It’s so common that kids
don't aiways ery anymore when a classmate
is shot dead on the side of the road. To
think that kids of our age have hardened
themselyes to the point of not showing
cmotion at a death is very sad.
Brutality among teens needs to stop. The
only way it will, is if we stop it. Arc we
going to allow more viciousness in a world

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

already so full of it? Stop condoning ir.
Stop making it ok. It’s not. If you know
about a fight that is going to happen, don't
sit by in silence. Téll someone of authority.
Be it a parent, administrator, or & cop, do the
right thing to prevent what you can. If you
are scared of the repercussions that could
possibly come from speaking up, imagine the
guilt you could feel if you don't say anything
and the results are irrevessible. Imagine how
bad you would feel if you knew: If you knew
and could have stopped it, but didn’t Didn't
prevent it because you were afraid that you
would be looked down upon. Scared that by
saying something you would be sought out.
There is no need to flaunt the fact that you
arc the reason the plug was pulled out of
someonc’s plan to jump somebody clse. Keep
it anonymous if you feel the need, but don't
keep it silent. Not telling what you know is
just as bad being the one throwing punches.
Both ways, you help hurt somebody. Instead
of watching a fight, which only COCOUrages
more, walk away to show your disgust toward
the immaturity. Take some sort of stand, as
simple as walking away, to show that violence

is not accepted. Tt can’t be accepted. Next
time, 1 know I'll walk away. Will you?

Homework During the Summer?

Jocelyn Frinfrock

Focus Co-Fditor

School lasts from September 7* uatil June 24%. Our summer
vacation is only 2 months long yet teachers still feel the need to give
us assignments while we are on break. We work hard all school year
and look forward to having the summer off to go on trips, get a job,
and just spend time refaxing. We shouldn’t
have to worry about finishing summer
assignments that teachers give to us,
Many teachers assign work for students to
complete over the break. All students are
required to read ac least one book, which
is not bad, Last summer the AP World
History students had about 5 chapters
to read with cach chapter about 30 pages
long and then had to do a chart on the

y Houston Murphy

chapters that were read. Sophomore Bekah Borio says, “After a long
year of work, kids look forward to summer. They want to relax and
enjoy themselves. Its their time to forget about school”

It is not fair that AP classes get tons of work over break and they
arc the classes that are working the hardest during the school year.
Having summer assignments just makes it fecls like you work the
whole year and don't even have a summer vacation. Many students
get a job over the summer and others are gone for most of the
summer and traveling. “You might as well have school all year
round”, says sophomore Jessica Pope. These students doa’t have
time to do summer assignments and when they get back to school
the wozk that they should have spent their summer doing 15 due,
Summer vacation is given to the students as a time to relax and geta
break from all the work they had been doing that year, not working
on mote schoolwork.

Questions
for Thought

Why do you have to “put your two
cents in”, but it’s only 2 “penny for
your thoughts”? Where’s that extra
penny going to?

How come we choose from just two
people for president and fifty for
Miss America?

How important does a person have
to be before they are considered
assassinated instead of just mur-
dered?

4 The Wire
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Late Prom Due to ‘05 Curse?

Milica Wren

Wite Beporter

With prom falling nearly a month late, and school not
letting out undl the 24" June is beginning to feel like the
longest month yet; longer still for seniors who are facing
finals and graduation in addition to prom. But for the class
of 2005, this late prom hassle comes as no surprise. The
curse of ‘05, for those who belicve, has haunted the senior
class for the past four years, beginning with the 9/11 attacks,
then inciting the sniper shootings, Hurricane Isabel, and this
year the curse rears it’s ugly head to throw back their beloved
senior prom till just before graduation.

This year’s prom, which is set to take place June 18 at the
Crystal City Hilton, has many students, in addition to the
seniors, agitated because of its Jate occurrence. “It kinda
sucks that it [prom] is the last weekend before school’s
out, I wonder why SGA would make it so late,” says junior
Christing Gustaysson. The SGA has issued an un-official

statement apologizing for the trouble cavsed by the late
prom date this year. They cite scheduling conflicts and
problems with hotel reservations as reasons for the June 18
date. Junior class secretary Sarah Sheya confirmed that the
postponement stems from a “failure to actually reserve the
intended date,” Prom, which was originally supposed to take
place on May 21 had to be moved to the now publicized date
of June 18 when strings could not be tied together in order
to secure the space at the Hilton. The date of May 21 had
been approved by SGA and was tentatively slated to be thig
year's prom, but for inexplicable reasons, the final phone call
to the hotel was never made and the date was never actually
booked.

In a scramble to resurrect the floundering prom effort,
this year’s SGA took into account nearly all possible options.
The investigation was headed by junior class President Brad
Dalton and involved everything from plans to hold the event
over Memorial Day weckend to a high winded scheme in

which school would be cancelled on Friday June 10 and the
prom would be held then. The latter was promptly shot
down by administration, leaving SGA faced with few other
alternatives and mounting pressure from higher authorties
to settle a date or risk cancellation of the event all together.
In the end, student officers worked around SAT testing,
SOLS, a choral trip, finals, and graduation to produce the
June 18 figure. *“All the officers could do was push it back,
until all we were left with was the day before graduation and
it just physically couldn’t be moved any later,” says Dalton.

However, some are pleased by the later date. Administration
in particular admit that while the poor scheduling is a
nuisance, they are hopeful that the later date will decrease
the number of legal infractions and consequent disciplinary
action that traditionally surface between the prom aftermath
and graduation.

Teens Learning Government

A_ngie Palma

Business Manager

The youth of today need knowledge about our
government in order to make the best decisions
when choosing our leaders. Girls and Boys States are
week-long sessions designed to give teens 2 chance to
better understand America’s
governmental system.

Approximately 20,000 gidls
and boys arc chosen cach
Summer (o participate in
these sessions nationwide.
Those chosen demonstrate
certain requirements
such as strong lcadesship
abilities and haye an zbove
average academic standing,
Originating 10 the early Cink
1930%, these sessions have

3, Brete Sovith, Ennity Mavhdin, and Drd Dindtow, wars soomy of
| the junives selvcted to yv fo Bays and Gislr Stades.

elections are held in which the students run for offices
such as mayor and police chief. There ate legislative
sessions, campaigns, party rallies, bills are drafted, and
there are even mock trals. Those who are elected
into “office” are required to carry-out their dutics
according to their individual state.

In order to attend, you must
apply during your junior year.
Al delegates ate selected
by the Amencan Legion
Auxiliary Unit of your state.
This year, they are being held
at Liberty College between
June 19 and June 25. In the
state of Virginia alone, there
5 arc 600 delegates attending
2 However, not many students
know what Boys or Gitls
State even is. When asked

grown from one or two days to week long and
from hundreds of participants to thousands. These
gatherings grant an opportunity to learn about
elections and government first hand by allowing
delegates o live as self governing citizens. Upon
arrving at the assembly, generally held at colleges,
the students are separated into two parties, These
are typically the Nadonalists and the Federalists and
while they do not imitate the two major political
parties specifically, they do enable cveryone to better
understand a two party government. Each hall, where
the participants stay, is a different “city™ In each city,

what she knew about it, sophomore Marissa Wart
said, “T've never cven heard about it

This year, West Potomac students Juniors Emily
Macklin, Molly Turner, Bora Nam, Bretr Smith, Chris
Kelly, Brad Dalton, and Kenneth Roden will be in
attendance. Junior Chrs Kelly stated that “Current
seniors like Taurin Barrera, Paul Cambon and Kevin
Ebberts persuaded me to apply” Hopefully by
next year, there will be more students who know
about such a wonderful

Ready for Finals?

News Co-Editor

desks, high school students arc
tested right before summer break.
Even extracurricular classes like
gym have some sort of fnal that
relate to the class. “1 usually just

The week of June 20% is
finals weck for the freshmen,
sophomores, and juniors at our
school. In preparation
for the 6nals, which
count for one-fifth
of the class’s final

grade, teachers
review  everything
the students have
learned. Teachers g
make sure that their
students remember

cverything they need
to, and the last week
of school can be a
stressful dme  for
students,

“It's a tough week” says
sophomore Chris Markson. “I
have scven finals to study for,
one after the other.” Instead of in
clementary school, when students
spend the last days of school
playing games and cleaning their

Junior Karmy ml sindies sigoromaly for ber final canes

study with my friends, which
makes it less painful” sophomore
Kristin McCarthy says.

Many students go through weird
ftuals when taking finals, like
wearing pajamas to school, and
bringing pillows. Some use lucky
pencils or eat a certain type of

food for breakfast

opportunity to learn about

their government,

Students
Wanted!

Picture Yourself
at NOVA!

Save bg bucks by enrolling at
NOVA for your first two years of
colicge. Then transfer to the

four-year institution Of your choce.
Apply oniime at wwaomvsadi

Swrnmer regstration starts Aped 20

Classes start May 16 and June 27

Northern Virginia
Community College

Quality. Choice. Convenience.

1 eat pancakes,”
says Markson. The
vital preparation is of
coufse, studying
Some times people

stores, when you can have a choice of carriers mstead? At
your preferred Parcel Plus, you'll find quality, convenience,
and best of all, a choice of package carriers.

Visit your local Parcel Plus, located in the Belle View
Shopping Center today and enjoy a $2 savings on the
express letter service of your choice.

g0 into the last mornith
of June and begin to
slack off. *It's best
not to study. That
way, youre relaxed,”
says Greg Son.
Others stay on task
uatil june 24%.
Teachers cxpect
stuclents to do well

and stay focused
Why be boxed in by the “carrier of choice™ at some shipping undl that last day
of school For

this reason, many
feel pulled in two
different directions.
On one hand they
want to enjoy the
hot weather, but they
also want to ace their
finals, The stress is

703-323-3000
www.mwe.eda

PARCEL
PLU

Wkt B arrsion wh o) ome it apon) oy Nt onlid B L0 Pusta! Berokin Piow velel sth aoy outar offie Wil wherr prut tetidd
Vitu 00y & Prorel e Defie Vs Maso sl v dutals.

A building, and it will
$2 Off | only be let go when

Express Letter Service the last final is over
of Your Choice
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Students in the News

Katie Staples
Editor-in-Chie]

Summer is a ime for rest, relaxaton, and
lounging around the pool all day, but one
of our schools students looks forward to
dancing all day everyday at her prestigious
dance academy in New York City. Junior
Anaiya Baukman was accepted from
hundreds of student dancets to attend a
five-week dance academy at the New York
City Dance Theater of Harlem, Baukman
has been dancing since she was three, and
is skilled in several different styles of dance:
ballet, tap, jazz, modern, and hip hop. She
auditioned with students from all over the

The only student chosen from this school,
Baukman is excited to be attending the dance
academy this summer. “I can’t wait to go to
New Yotk City this summer” she said. “T
hope to dance and perfect my technique.”

Baukman is in Dance 3 at this school and
performed in the dance show May. Fricnd
and classmate jupior Taylor Mertins, as a
cotillion dance teacher, was impressed by
Baukman’s talent. “It was a complete and
absolute pieasure to sce Anaiya dance so
graccfully and purposefully as she did at the
dance recital, She is truly gifted.”

Another newsworthy student at this school
1s senior Nick Jachowski, Known by many

county, and she was noticed and selected by
scouts from the academy,

Teachers Leaving
West Potomac

Jocelyn Finfrock
Focus Co-Editor
Ms. Dickens

Taught: 13 years
Continuing teaching career?
County Secondary School

* Why did you become a teacher? It's the
one job where I can perform/ “be on stage”

. everyday, | was originally a theater major, but

had no desire to have odd jobs between gigs — 1
wanted consistency. I love literature 2s much as
theater, 5o 1 combined the two.

® Advice to high school students? As cliché as it sounds — be yourself.
Stand up for what you believe and formulate your own ideas/ opinions after
learning about a topic.

* Final Words? Thanks for caring.

Mrs. Schoolcraft

Yes, South

Photo by Houston Murphy

e Taught: 5 years

* Continuing teaching career? Ycs, South County Secondary School

z . Why did you become a teacher? [ enjoy kids
and have a passion for Biology, and want students to cnjoy
science. ’

. Advice to high school students? Enjoy your 4
years, try and get as much out of the éxperience as possible,
but realize that there’s a whole world out there.

. Final Words? I'll miss all the students, staff and
people associated with West Potomac!
Ms. Piskor

Taught: 16 years

Continuing teaching career? Yes, South County Secondary School

Why did you become a teacher? I love helping students understand my
subject and working with young people is very
rewarding. I can’t imagine doing anything else.

¢ Advice to high school students? Take
advantage of all the opportunities you have
here. Many people care about you and want to
help you.

e  Final Words? I love West Potomac and have
enjoyed my time here. I have had the privilege of
working with wonderful people. I've enjoyed the 3
support of an outstanding community and have taught the greatest students.
I will miss everyone!

Mr.Bowerman

e Taught: 12 years

® Continuing teaching career? Yes, as Director of Student Activities at

Langley High School

e Why did you become a teacher? I wanted the

" opportunity to work with students in both the academic and

athletic realm.

] ® Advice to high school students? Make the most of your

high school experience. Work hard and perform to the best

across the stage to receive your diploma,

® Final Words? It has been a pleasure to work with the
WPHS students and staff.

*To all the other teachers leaving West Potomac we wish you the best of luck whether

you continue your career of teaching, retire, or move on to a new profession. You will

all be missed!

s of your abilities. There should be no regrets when you walk |

as the top dog of the senior class, Jachowski Junior Anatya Baskman performs ane of her rowtines for
excels in his math and science classes. In The Wire

February of this year, he entered the school
science fair with his project “Phytoplankton
Response  to  Nutrient Earichment,”
not knowing it would bring him to the
international science fair in Pheonix, Atizona
& few months later. Competing with lads
from Canada, Germany, Japan, Ching, and
The United States, Jachowski was one that
won first place. Jahowski won $5,000 for his
award-worthy project.

We obviously have some very talented
students at this school. From dance and
extracurricular activities to science and
academics, our students excel in ail aspects
on life,

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

Rhatican Reveals

Milica Wren
Wite Reporter

Long time Washington maverick ‘Deep

Throat” has finally broken his cover. After

three decades of silence, the elusive insider has

revealed himself in the now widely publicized

Vanity Fair article, and is confirmed by the

Woodward story carried by the Washington Post

that following Thursday. Now only one secret
remains. .. war Rhatican in on it??

Aside from being a congenial history pundit at
our school, Mr. Willlam Rhatican, who teaches
AP Government and US
History, was at one ime 4
top official in the Nixon
White House. Working
as  Special  Assistant
to the President from
1970 to 1973, Rhatican
dealt with media and
certain special interest
group rcladons undl
shortly after Watergate
broke, when he resigned

very own tachers,

I ./- L ,'VA ..
What 15 the the trutls abowt Mr. Rabtican, one of our

In 1973, he resigned from his position
officially citing a “dispute over how to handle
Watergate” as the reason, and eventually
moved with his family to New Jersey, leaving
behind Nixon'’s administration and the pootly
orchestrated Watergate fiasco.  However,
it would take six months of tedious and
“unpleasant” questioning before Rhatican could
really pet away from Watergate, After being
served # subpoena by the special prosecutor
of the Watergate investigation, he was required
to testify in front of a grand jury once a week
for six consecutive
months unal the
conclusion of his
= investigation.
g After
resignation in ‘74,
§ Rhatican eajoyed
€ a stint as Special
Assistant to Pregident
£ Ford and a job as
the Vice President
of Publishing at

Nixon's

and left Washington.
Meeting at an undisclosed location arranged
after a lengthy correspondence of ersatz notes
slipped under doors, Rhatican divulged secrets
to The Wire about his increasingly infamous
involvement in the Watergate scandal and its
ensuing aftermath. .

When the first whispers of scandal surfaced
within the White House, the majority of people
felt it to be merely a “third rate burglary’, not
worthy of substantial attention. Rhatican was
among those who initially disregarded the
rumors; however, when the lines were drawn
to the White House itself and Rhatican was
simultancously instructed to “leave Watergate
alone” in his press advisories he began to doubt
the sanctity of his superiors, saying he felt “It
[Watergate] was being mishandled.”

the American Paper
Institute in New York
before, becoming "burnt out” and “fed up with
the political system”. Looking for a reprieve, he
took the advice of a friend and started working
as a substitute teacher which landed him a job
at our school, only eight short years ago. “He’s
a nice gentleman and a good person and really
cares about the kids,” says fellow history teacher
Ms. Elizabéth Grady. Rhatican’s commitment
to our school and its students has been more
than evident throughout his tme here. This
year he is publishing the book, White House
Under Fire, which is composed of 40 essays
written by his AP government class, From
being involved in Watesgate, Rhatican seems to
have found truc happiness in teaching,
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Congratulations Seniors!

Ansley LLaBarre

ana Beckerle

Position: Editor-in-Chief A An Position: Editor-in-Chief

Al ELON Next Year: Elon University

UNIVERSITY

Next Year: Pennsylvania State University

Ashlee Newcomb Jett Snyder

Position: News Editor

Position: Style Editor
Next Year: Virginia Tech

Next Year: Pennsylvania State University

Position: Focus Editor

&
U%TVI;EGIN'[A Next Year: University of Virginia
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Wolverine Sports Year in Review

Recap of the highs and lows of our school’s sports teams throughout the year

Alex Keckeisen
Asst, Edtor-In-Chisf

As the last year in the “old” Patsiotr District comes
a close, this school’s teams have, in some cases excelled
past cxpectations, while others fell below where they were
projected. As of next year, the Patriot District will have a
new look, with perennial powerhouse Robinson leaving to
join the Concorde District,
and Lee High School and
the new Secondary school,
South County, joining our
ranks.

The fall scason proved to
be tough for this schools
teams as District play proved &
tough for our teams. The B
field hockey team strived
for wins as they tripled last
years win record by thtee
With new head coach Betty
Sixsmith in charge, the team
proved themsclves as tough
opponents as they started
off the season 3-0 but fell
into slump at the beginning
of district play.

While the football team
looked promising with their
solid defense, the offense

success ending on a 10-3 record, next year looks to be even
mofe promising,

The cross country team surpassed many cxpectations
as they stormed into the state mect and were able to
place second. “Individually, we have a lot of runners that
competed well at Statcs and we were able to do really well,”
said co-captain Tyler Gray. The tcam finished behind
Thomas Jefferson, a powethouse
when it comes to cross country.
Next year also looks promising
because of the amount of juniors
on the team.

The winter season came and went
as many teams made adjustments
with either new coaches or the loss
of key seniors. In some cases the
teams did well but in others, they
struggled throughout the season.

With starters Lauren Arthur and
Mary Lawson leading the way, the
gitls' basketball team finished with
an 11-12 record but were unable
to capitalize in the district playoffs.
“You can always improve. Our

"

goal is to improve cveryday,
said head coach Parker Roach.
The team did improve during the
season and did whatever it took
to win,

Photo by Houston Murphy

failled to find the end zone
during a tough season for the program, The team looked
to young players such as sophomore Chris Farquhar who
took over at quarterback midway through the scason and
excelled beyond many expectations. The season ended on a
high note with a 24-9 win over Lake Braddock; 2 huge moral
boost for the team.

As volleyball got into gear the team quickly found wins
where they needed them. The team found some problems
carly, but were able to smooth them out in time for the
season. “Although there are some minor obstacles to
avercome, we are able to work them out 23 2 team and win.”
said sophomore Jayne Seward.” While this season was a

New coach David Houston
provided the spark, along with senior Tim Young, were able
to triple the teams win total over last year to finish with a 6-
15 record. Probably onc of the most exciting games came
against West Springfield. Junior Derrick Baker went the
length of the court in four seconds to send the game into
overtime. The team was then able to hit ten of thirteen free
throws in extra time to seal the victory.

Wiater track faced an odd sitation when former coach
Coates. stepped down three weeks into the season. Coach
Bowerman and coach Beeby stepped up to fill the void and
found surprsing wins when they were not expected. The
4x200 relay team consisting of Charles Jones, Chris Jones,

Houston Murphy, and Antwane Minter advanced to states
and placed fourth. In the process they also qualified for
nationals,

The spring sports season was huge for this school as two
sports won their Patriot District tournaments and one ended
up with a Regional Title after three years of placing second.

Once again the boys’ spring track team won the Patriot
District with the help of Charles Jones and Antwanc Minter
but they were also able to capture the Regional Title after
three years of coming in second. The well-balanced attack
of the team with throwers, sprinters, and jumpers came up
huge in both meets. Coaches award winner Charles Jones
placed first in the 110 meter hurdles, second in the 300 meter
hurdles, and third in the trple jump,

The boys’ soccer team looked to reproduce last years
northern region miracle with many key returning players
returning.  Seniors Wilbur Grady-Garcia, Jay Gutierez,
Patrick Kunz, and David Caito looked to end their high
school careers on a high note but were unable to capitalize
in a tough district loss to Hayfield which ended 3-2. Head
coach Erich Gunderman commanded the team in his last
season as head coach to 2 4-7-3 record. He will be heading
to South County in the fall to become the first head coach
at that school.

Hopefully next year will yield many more victories and
district championships with the re-aligned district for all
teams at this school

Photo byHouston Muorphy

Our school’s varsily team faces off against district tival Annandale,

First District Title in 18

Eagle Winners Soar

Sara Mathewson
Style Editor

Coached by security guard Dennis Day,
the softball team has had its best season
since the 1980%, winning the District
Championship and advaacing past the
first round of Regionals. They defeated
the Lake Braddock Bruins in their district
championship game. They also won
against Wakefield in the first round of the
regional tournament by a score of 6-0.
Unfortunately their winning streak ended
in the second regional game on Monday,
to Westficld.

Head coach Dennis Day is assisted
by John Reina and Bill Ambrose. There
were high hopes for the team to win the
Regional Championship, with 1% team
all-District pitcher, junior Becky Boucher,
among others on the team. “The success of
this team was truly magical. On paper we
weten't the most talented but I will put this
team’s: heart up against anyone out there,”

FRENCHITALIAN-GERMAN-SPANISH-CHINESE awd more!

stated D. Day as he is called by some of
his players.

The team was confident that they could
win the Championship, but being a team
that has not won anything for almost
twenty years, they did do well. With help
from all district players such as Boucher,
and Nikki Demmel, they were able to
obtain many victories. Boucher is the
starting pitcher who helped catry the team
to their victories. Demmel, a junior, helped
10 score the wining runs against the Bruins
during the District game by hitting a home-
run, scoring two runs, When she hit the
ball, it bounced on the top of the fence
and fortunately bounced over and out of
the field, Senior Neely Edwards was also
a vital part of the team, being starting 2
baseman. Edwards was able to play both
tennis and softball at the same time in the
season, and dedicated a lot of time aad
energy to both teams.

Many were counting on the softball team
to win, “This team came together
and ended the season with one
heart beat, they believed in each
other and understood their roles

Having frowble in your langvage class? Doex
your school not ffer the langnage you wani? |
*

Register TODAY for onc-on-one and small
group tutocing for all ages, lovels and languages

perfecdy. They have devcloped a
bond and fricndship only associated
with the closest families” said Day.
“Our chances of going farther
next year are very good if we stick

1610 King Street, Old Town Aleandria (703) 338-9683
wwWw,

with our plan and keep our eyes on
one goal- Defending our District
Championship!”

Houston Murphy
Sports Editor

At this years spring sports banguet,
held on June 7 in the auditorium, several
athletes and teams were honored for their
achievements during the spring season and
also for accomplishments made throughout
the catire year,

One of the most prestigious awards that is
presented cach year is the Eagle, which goes
to four athletes who are noted as the “athletes
of the year” These athletes, nominated by
school coaches, must have competed during
all three seasons at the varsity level and
greatly contribute to their teams, Out of the
four Eagle awards, two are awarded to a girl
and a boy for the individual sport category,
and two go to a girl and a boy for the team
SPOLL Category.

The Eagle award winners for this year
were junior Derrick Baker and senior
Neely Edwards for the team sports award
and junior Antwane Minter and senior
Laura Regensburg who won the individual
catcgory.

“A well-rounded athlete does ‘more than
just play a specific sport that they are good
at; an all-around athlete is able to expand
into and excel in different sports, and even
more importantly, is a leader at these sports,”
said track and field coach Don Beceby, stating
some of the important criterion for an Eagle
winner. Coaches from each sport gather
at a sometimes-heated meeting to discuss
potential Eagle winners, with each coach

receiving one nomination and one vote for an
athlete of their choice, The proud coaches
do not always agreec on who should be the
tri-athlete of the year, as they usnally tend to
have personal biases for athletes whom they
coached. Though the issue is subjective and
debatable, at the end of the meeting cach of
the award winners is indisputably worthy of
being named an athlete of the year.

The award winners, competing in a vatiety
of sports for this school, arc each captains of
their respective sports. Baker played football
in the fall as a corner, was the assist and steals
leadet, as well as a leading scoret on the
basketball team, and was kaown for his speed
and good throwing arm as a right-fielder on
the baseball team. Edwards is known for her
standout leadership in not only three sports,
but four, playing field hockey, basketball, and
softball and teanis both in the spring. Minter
played safety on the football team and was
the leading point scorer on the winter and
spring track and field teams, anchoring his
relay teams to states while qualifying for
nationals each season. Regensburg, who also
won the award during her sophomore year,
competed during the rigorous cross country
season, and then went on to run the 2 mile,
mile, and 800 in the demanding winter and
spring track seasons.

With a school full of éxceptional student-
athletes, these four tri-athletes stand out
through their display of leadership and
dedication to their teams.
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Houston Murphy
Sparts Edstor

It seems as if some of the
athletes at this school have a chip
on their shoulder zbout something,
This “chip” doesn’t seem to be a
good ong; it is more like 2 grudge.
A grudge against the other sports
programs that are winning at the
time. Along with this bitterness
comes an obvious feeling of
resentment because their personal
sport is going through a rough
time,

Most, if not all of the students
at this school who play sports
have suffered at least one bleak
losing season or one harsh defeat.
But most of these same people
know how good it feels to be in
2 winning siuaton. When you
are winning no matter how you
arc winning or in what fashion,
a great amount of credit is due
to the people involved. Whete
credit is due, credit should be
recognized. The fact is, is that the
most successful programs at this
school this year have been crew,
track and field, and softball,

The erew team, which has had
momentous success in the past
few years, deserves not only credit
from within the school, but the
state and the entire natdon. In the
past three years the team has had
boats winning a national title, and
the men’s four placed an impressive
fourth place in the nation this year.
It is extremely difficult to produce
such a successful program, and to
keep it up is a significant feat,

The track and ficld team, which

Houey’s Highlights

Give Them More Credit!

has been one of the staples of the
school’s sports program, has by far
been the most successful since this
school’s establishment. Even with
several regional, state, and national
champions, several of which have
went on to be Olympic athletes,
the program still often gets slated
as being miniscule in importance
among other bn,ggcr sports such as

biased towards this sport, but isn't
it already obvious that this winning
program dcscryes some  mofc
needed recognition?

The final tribute to be made is
to the softball team, which has
clearly had an outstanding season,
bringing home the first district title
in eighteen years, Though coming
ata surprising time as the underdog

Photo by Houston Murphy

Senior Al Labai completes a high fump at the Scudieri Invitational, Thongh only a
rovkie, e was ranked in ihe state thronghont the season in the triple and bigh fung.

football and basketball. With this
type of product it is mysterious

as to why the team still recetves

insignificant recognition and hittle
credit, states by many as to be
“not even a real sport” Coming
off of a fourth consecutive
district championship in one of
the toughest districts in the region
AND the first regional ade since
the year 2000, the track team
should af /east start being looked
atas a real spore — if not #be sport
of the school. T might be slightly

team in the tough Patdot Districe,
this true feamr came together and
did what had to be done to pull out
the victories; Even some of the
players and coaches didn’t think
they had the greatest chances at
the beginning of the season to be
whete they ended up, but to other’s
dismay, they achieved the wins that
cvery tcam has their collectve
sights set on. This deserves great
acknowledgment.

We are a school that is in a way
one big team, which is made up

of all of the individual programs.
It is inevitable that programs will
go through ups and downs and
while some teams are winning,
other teams will feel miserable
while suffering through adversity,
But if a certain program is losing,
there is no need, better yet, it is
crazy, to take out your frustration
on other school sports tcams
that are winning. This is not the
Yankees vs. Red Sox here; it is
West Potomac Football vs, West
Potomac Cross Country, and
unlike the aforementioned baseball
rivalty, these are two teams made
up of schoolmates salike who
should be suppotting each other
along with each and every other
sport at this school — no matter
who 1s winning or losing,

There are two routes to take in
these situations: the easy course of
action would be to isolate yourself
along with your team from the rest
of the school and complain about
the reasons you are losing. This
path is chosen much too often,
The more difficult approach is to
fight through the hard times with
#n optimistic attitude, but the trick
to this is support. With the help
and support of other athletes from
other teams around the school, it
would be much easier to take this
positive approach and in turn,
improve upon a losing situation.

Not only does this create a better
feeling among the teams, but the
goal is no longer to se¢ who can
SCOre mMOfe points or win more
events, but to have fun and to feel
good doing it.

Wolverines Ready to Strike

Strong core of athletes look to improve with a winning attitude

Jon Yoo
Assi. Sports Editor

With a crushing defense, led by junior stars
Darnell Williams and Josh Rodrguez, our
school’s 2005-2006 season is starting in the

right direction. In their first scason as varsity

Juntar Darnell Williams takss a snap from rhe shotgun fornation,

and give them the edge to be on top.

Williams’ and Rodrigucz’s styles are different
yet effective, Williams, the powerful strong
side linebacker, demands one’s respect with his
physical presence and ferocious play. He causes
constant problems for opposing offenses with
his quick decisions, tremendous
strength with a bench press of
260, and crushing tackles. He is
the complete lincbacker and he
has the stats to prove it. After
converting to linebacker from
quarterback midway through last
season, Williams finished with fifty
tackles, two sacks, and two forced
fumbles in only five games: The six
foot and one inch Rodriguez has a
totally different effect on the team,
Rodtiguez is a tremendous athlete
who has the gift and ability to
change the momenmum of a game
in a heartbecat: After a slow start,

Photo by Houston Murphy

starters last year, both Willilams and Rodagucz
surpassed their coaches expectations with their
talent, desire to succeed, and pure dominance,
all while becoming the two key defensive
leaders on the team. This success has as much
to do with the mental side of football as it does
the physical. The two are relaxed and laid- back
making their teammates feel comfortable,
however they never slack, are committed to
their team, and hate to lose. These mental
attributes are what motivate them to succeed,

he finished the season with thirty tackles and
one interception. Unlike many cotnerbacks in
the district, Rodriguez has the perfect size and
strength to match up against anyone. With 2
4.48 forty time and a maximum bench press of
230, he'’s extremely quick and shifty for his size,
but he can easily bully his man and contain the
run.

The talented two have been dubbed by many
as “thunderand lightening”, Williams brings the
thunder rocking ball carricrs and rarcly missing

tackles, and Rodriguez with his lightening quick

moves and running ability has his eyes on the =

ball every play. However they aré not the only
bright spots on the team, who is trying to

rebound from last year’s one win and nine loss :

season. Fellow junior stasters, running back
Cory Smith, middle linebacker Richie Math,
and strong safery Antwane Minter provide
great depth and leadership to the team. With
this fad five group in tact, among with many
of the other core members of the team, they
will continue to thrive under second year head
coach, John Henderson, his staff, and his new
offensive system.  With Hendcrq(ms motto,

YA New Beginning” keeping the teams focus
sharp and on point, and off- season workouts
and conditioning underway there is no telling to
what kind of success is due next fall. However,
with our role players set and ready for action
guaranteed success s almost definite.

Photo by Jon Yoo

Cengratulations

‘Rank of the
Washington
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Itchy, Scratchy, Sunny Summer Arts Around Town

Caroline Staples
Features Editor

Every summer, children, teens; and
adults are faced with getting too much
sun and getting burned. Many make the
mistake of steppingin poisonivy
and getting rashes. Take control
of the pesky bugs and sun
beams this year, and stay safe.

Many people can't distinguish
poison ivy from other plants.
Poison ivy sprouts as a reddish
leaf which then turns green as
it matures spliting into three
separate leaves. Watch out for
poison ivy in the woods on trees,
fences, walls;, and the ground.
If you go hiking, wear long
pants and long sleeves so the vy

Freshman Alex Protosevich’s stchy. poison 1vy.

rashes and burns, the sun can have a
much worse cffect on your skin. If
you don’t wear sunscreen for long
petiods of time in the sun you may
increase the risk of skin cancer and

Photo by Caroline §ta§1cs

occurred on a person’s day off of
work, 79% occurred while partaking
in risky sun behavior like sunbathing
and exposing the shoulders, and 90%
occurred during May, June, and July.

What most people don’t realize
about the summer is its the
perfect time for young people to
get kidnapped? Parents are away
at work, and kids are wandering
aimlessly near pools and in parks
by themselves. For example, if
you go running out two miles
away from home, you become
very vulnerable to get kidnapped
or harassed, Take a friend to go
running in neighborhoods you
don’t know and instead of taking
the short-cut somewhere, go the

does not brush up against your

body. If you get poison ivy on yourself
you can’t really do much except for
wash you skin multiple times a day with
plenty of soap and water, The redness
and swelling will appear in about twelve
and forty-eight hours and then the
blisters and rashes on your skin.

Although poison vy gives you

cven photo damage wrinkles and sun
spots. Even worse, you can start to
peel and have dead skin all over your
body. To avoid burns, wear sunscreen;
use SPF 45 if you burn easily, and SPF
15 if you ran and rarely burn. Students
from the University of Copenhagen
studied sun burns on people and
concluded that about 91% of sunburns

longer route that is friendlier

This summer is a perfect opportunity
for you to get rashes, get sun burned,
and show up to school in September
with a red face, or get lost or scared by
unfamiliar people following or looking
at you, Stay safe and don’t do anything
that could possibly put you in harms way.

Seniors, Seniors, Read All About It!

Milica Wren

Wire Reporter

Every year, as the senior class dons their caps and gowns
for graduation, 2 new group of young adults begin their
journey into adult hoed. They will face new experiences,
learn 1nvaluable lessons and
make choices that will impact
the rest of their lives. Whether
2005' gradaates continuc on
to college, seeck employment,
travel abroad or just keep on
chillin’, we offcr some last
parting words of wisdom from |
students who have been there,
done that and are still alive o
tell about it, Instead of giving
advice to high school freshmen
on how to survive school, we
offer some time-tested advice
from several high school
graduates to the senior class on

Adar: Kessler dales oui college widam.

get it doge. You'll find that no matter where you end up
going to school, there will be things you want to do scven
days a weck. So just get your work done, your life will be so
much easier.”’

Adam Kessler, Rising sophomore at Wake Forest University, Winston-
Salens, North Carvlina

“You'll find that you have 2 lot more
time on your hands, but you need to
be careful with that because it can be
dangerous. Since mommy and daddy
' aren’t there to bail you out, you have
" to fend for yourself and really keep
on top of your own life. Don't let
yourself get too out of control;
everything in moderation.”

Savannab Collsge of Ari and Design,
Savannak, Georgia

“Keep an open mind about people
you meet. You'll find that the most
interesting people are often the most

how to survive college, work

and life as newly independent young adults.

*“Time management teally is important; ten times more 50
than in high school because college is so much faster. You
get the luxury of having 2 lot more time on your hands, but
with that comes the sesponsibility of keeping up with what
you are supposed to do. Once you get behind it’s impossible
to catch up, so you just have to get together with a friend or
roommate and set aside time to study or do work, then just

unlikely or unsuspecting Especially
people you've already met because they are often really
different from how you knew them before since now they're
living on their own and are seally allowed to be themselves™
Mike MeCusker, Rising sophomere at University of Dayton, Dayton,
Ohio
“Don't take morning classes”
Ms. Gretchen Ajensian. West Potomac High School teacher

Ryan McCarron, Rising sophomore at

Diana Blaszkiewicz
Style Co-Editor

Oh, Summer! The first few days lead one to an ecstatic
fecling of liberation, a frenzy to do, see, and experience.
Yet the wanderlust quickly wears off, and thosc last,
lingering weeks find one at the pool, roasting under the
jaded cye of lifeguards disdainful at the sight of even the
most gruesome third-degree burns, Thankfully, the local
arts and culture scene provides a variety of outdoor and
indoor events to revel in during summer’s balmy days and
nights. However, finding entertainment that is both fun
and wallet-friendly can be an issue. Good places to start
looking arc the Arts and Style sectons of The Warkington
Post, and the Sunday Source section in the Sunday papez,
which spodights the week's upcoming music, art, and movic
events, The Washington City Paper, a free local weekly, includes
extensive lists of movies and art show openings, as well as
plenty of advertisements and information for local venues.
Online, AOL City Guide for Washington, D.C. provides 2
comprehensive, easy-to-navigate, and searchable databasc
of D.C. happenings. Some of these highlights provide an
alternative to the figuratve wake-and-bake of summer:

‘The 24™ annual Alexandria Red Cross Waterfront Festival
at Alexandria’s Oronoco Park held Junc 18* through 19*
features music from has-been headliners Jack Diamond-
Jim Steed Band and Lifehouse, as well as atts and crafts
and food from Alexandria city vendors. Adults party for ten
dollass, children for five dollars. For more information on
schedules and tickets, visit www.waterfrontfestival.org

Monday and Thursday at ‘Tenleytown’s Fort Reno Park
mean free concerts of local alternative bands against the
striking background of one of D.C’s cldest military forts.
Some past bands to play here include vintage D.C. hardcore
favorites Fugazi and the politically charged Q and Not U,
This summer’s lineup is available at www.fortreno.com,
Art buffs disheartened at the news of last month’s
resignation of David C. Levy, the Corcoran Gallery of Art's
former art director and chairman of Board of Trustees,
will be happy to hear the gallery’s 48" biennial exhibit of
American artists is still going strong. The exhibit, entitled
“Close to Home”, will spotlight local artists’ artwork, and
will feature sculptures, photography, and multimedia works
as well as the requisite paintings up until June 27%, Visit
www.corcoran org for more information. .

Come to the US, National Arboretum and celebrate the
25" Anniversary of the World’s Latgest Herb Garden,
going on all summer. While there, check out the Botanical
Art Exhibit, on display until June 30®, take a stroll through
the magnificent gardens, lazily picnic on some canapés,
and paze ar the landscape, its arbors and ardors. For more
cvents, g0 to www.usna.usda.goy, or the Arboretum itself,
located at 3501 Nesw York Avenue, NE Washington, D.C.

Now in its seventh year, the HBO and America Online
sponsored Screen on the Green showcases American classic
filme, This year starts out with “The Way We Were”, the
1978 Barbara Stecisand and Robert Redford heart-wrencher
on July 18%, and continues every Monday night until August
15% The showings are free and start at dusk, right in front
of the Washington Monument. There’s nothing worse than
sitting on itchy grass in shorts, so bting 2 blanket and plenty
of homemade popcorn.

The above are merely suggestions, There is so much to do
and see during the summer. Never forget that we live just
a few miles away from the nation’s capital, a city millions
from all over the world visit every year. There’s 2 museum,
an organization, or an event for every interested party, no
matter what your hobbies or interests may be. Sometimes,
it takes a littde bit of creativity and a lot of organizational
motivation on your part. Tey to get some friends o rent
a sailboat for & day, or drve out to Shenandoah Nadonal
Park and go hiking, Tn general though, 4ll it takes is a Metro
ticket and 2 sunny attitude to bear those monotonous
middle months of summes. And, if all clse fails; there’s
always the pool.
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of a Jubilant Junior

Katie Staples and Evan Dobbs

Blasting Coldplay through his speakers while driving
to school, Patrick “Pedro’ Ross rushes to school at 7:20

Editor-in-Chnef and Foous Co-Editor

of the day. After feasting with his fellow students, he
sits down for a whole 90-minute honors pre-calculus

excited for asother fun
A day. Even though Ross
IS DOC & MOrning petson,
he always arrives at the
patling lot geared up
for a fun-filled day, “A-
days arc my favorite days
out of the two” said the
junios.

After winning Mr. West
Potomac, a typical day
for Ross has never been
constant. “Random girls
I don't know say hi and
talk to me... So do guys”
said Ross.

First period, computer
graphics, is his favorite
class of the day, where

he works on his artistic Patn'ckkkvawﬁrbi:grmtmwjbm

class. Ending another school day, Ross goes
to his seventh period history class. School
I8 important to Ross; one of his goals is to
maintain his 3.5 GPA
Ross has an actve social and extracurricular
schedule, and depending on the season,
participates  with  different clubs and
organizations after school. The recenty
inducted Thespian is active in the drama
department, and acted in plays like the
winter One-Acts and Taming of the Shrew
Although Ross might be shy when first
& talking to him, there is nothing timid about
him on the stage. Ross swims on the swim
& and dive team during the winter season, and
{ pole vaults and runs on the Varsity spring
3 track team.

§  In the average nine hours Ross spends at
school a day, he loves to be with his friends.
Whether it's just sitting, or helping to play a

side. “T would like to pursue this kind of career when
P'm older,” Ross said. He enjoys expressing his creatvity
through computer graphics.

In second block, Spanish 3, Ross furthers his knowledge
in Spanish culture and the language itself.  OfF to lunch,
he catches up with his frierids and gets his second meal

arca

{ show

practical joke on a buddy. Once school is over and all of
his activides are finished, Ross leaves for home. He then
does his homework, which is usually so time-consuming
that he doesn’t go to sleep until one in the morning on
most nights. Then he is ready to start another great day
at school.

City At Peace

A theatrical performance for
teens going through hardships

Caroline Staples
Featyrer Editor

City at Peace is a ten-year old youth development organization
which serves as a guide for young people to go through the
pressures and struggles that happen to teens every day. Asking the
hard questions in their
plays really bring out the
story board and what
goes on in ten’s lives,

Teens from the Metro
come
between twelve and
fifteen hours a week to
unite and produce an
otiginal ycar-round show. Many of these teenagers have never
been on stage or have never taken any acting classes before joining
this program. This year’s show is called Am I There Yer? that depicts
racially scgregated classrooms where ncardy all white classes are
bound to engage in racial profiling in a school where few students
fear for their lives. Their program toured after premiering at
Lisner Auditoriom in March to local high schools and conferences
including NOW’s Women of Color and Allies Summit.

The overall performance deals with abusive dating relationships
and rough scenarios that the actors work out that could change their
lives, their families, and their communities forever. Youth worker
Jeanc Garcia of the D.C.-based Young Women's Project calls the
.« fiercely powerful, creative, dynamic, energetic, innovative, heartfels,
Lensine, intriguing, real, willful, brave...” These groups of teens are
© not afraid of asking the hard questions that arouse your mind,
talking about issues that severely affect many lives, and responding
to them naturally in the well-developed plot. Nila Natarajan, a
junior at Richard Montgomery High School in Maryland said, “We
don’t want to be just cute or good. Our audience should walk away
thicking about the heavy pressutes on teenagers, thinking about
their own lives, recvaluating everything”
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Evan Dobbs
Features Editor

While leaving the movie theater I had two
sudden urges. 'm getting magic pants and
a one way ticket to Greece, The Sisterbood of
the Traveling Pants 15 a great summer movie
to see with your friends. A warning to the
guys, this 1s a huge chick flick. Unless you
are trained to watch a2 mowvie of this caliber,
1 recommend seeing the Z Bays movie or

Sisterhood is packed with emotion and

g . story for every person. The story opens
% with the girls taking a stroll to the local

vintage clothing store to prepare for their
first summer apart from each other. Before
we learn about the past, we meet the perfect
group of friends. Lena, a late-blossomed

' beautiful girl who is waiting to go on her trip

to Greece to visit her family she hasn’t seen
since she was a child. Bridgett, the leader of
the group is leaving for a soccer camp in
Mexzico. Tibby is the Socratic film producer

| ¢ who stays home for the summer, but learns

the biggest lesson and Carmen, the misfit
of the group who discovers the people she
holds closcst change the most.

It opens to the girls all talking about their
plans for the summer. The girls try to pick
Tibby out a nice bathing suit, but she is too
insecure to wear anything revealing. Carmen
comes across a pair of jeans she thought
would be perfect for Lena and after a few

' minutes of whining, all four of the girls try

the pants on and realize its ‘potential’. They

A decide is'an omen, and come up with ten

= Lullaby and Good Night

Adele Hampton

Pants on the Move

unrelated but conveniently thought-up rules.
Each girl is to take the jeans for onc week,
and then ship it off to the next girl in line to
document cverything that happened in her
jeans, One rule that I was curious about was
that the pants may only be removed by the
person who is wearing them, which Bridgett
clearly violated.

First with the pants is Lena who takes her
trip to Greece only to find the forbidden
fruit and is saved after almost drowning
by a gorgeous suitably English-speaking
fisherman, This fisherman also goes to
school in Athens and has the prettiest face a
girl could fall in love with.

Bridgett, the next to wear the pants, arrives

MEVIEWS

since her parents divorced, When she first
arrives, she is shocked to see that he has a
family of his own. After being stunned, she
feels left out while her dad is distracted with
his wedding plans.

This movie is a one of the kind, Never
before has the picture been better than the
book. “It was a bit more childish than the
movie,” said sophomore Lindsay Rosenfeld,
while saying why she preferred the movic
over the book. “The only thing I didn't
like was that Eric, the soccer coach was
supposed to be Mexican; he definitely had
blonde hair and bleached skin” Although
the book had little changes from the movie,
it benefited from it.

at her soccer camp with
the game in her mind.
Two seconds after walking
on the field, she forgets
all about soccer and
emotionally clings onto
her extremely attractive
coach. After breaking the
removal of the pants rule,

skin.”

“The only thing I didn’t like was that Eric, the
soccer coach was supposed to be Mexican;
he definitely had blonde hair and bleached

~saphomore Lindsay Rosenfeld

she falls to picces,

Tibby, the only one to stay home for the
summer, gets a job at the local Wal-mart dp-
off store. On her fitst day, she befriends 2 girl
who collapses in the middle of the isle after
shooting her documentary on how lame’ life
can be; she learns that life is something that
should not be taken lightly.

Finally Carmen, who grew up in a broken
home, is leaving for South Carolina to sce
her father for the longest period of time

Opinions Edstor

The perfect guy. Many of us think that he is something that only
dreams can make up or someone we will never find. We also tend
to plan out life, making a note of every step we take and mapping

out where we're going to go. But
what happens when something
unexpected happens? Do you
keep going, leaving it behind neyer
knowing what it might hold? Or do
you stop and take a chaace, letting
it lead yon down an unknown path?
These are some of the questions
author Sarah Dessen explores in her
book, This Lullaby.

Meet Remy, a gid who has her
entire life planed out; a reformed
party girl and ultimate heartbreaker.
Now meet Remy’s mother, who is
totally dependant on Remy and who
is about to get martied.. . for the fifth
time. Because of her mother’s lack
of luck with love, Remy has lcarncd
not to trust anyone but herself,
creating an iron curtain around her
that prevents her from cver falling in
love and making her heart cold. Just

Adele bolds Sarah Dessen’s new book, This Lullaby, about a girl named
Remy, who is very untrusting of others, but soon finds otherwise.

Some of her previous books for young
adults are, That Summer, Keeping the Moon, and
Drearland.

Sometimes you just have to let life take
you by the hand and lead you blindfolded
through its twists and turns. And sometimes
it's nice to have someone right there by your

side letting you know that everything's going
to be alright.

Dexter, he 15 her complete opposite; he's messy, he’s the lead singer
of a band (musicians are strictly off limits), he's the
most uncoordinated person to stumble upon this earth, and most
importantly, he takes risks. He 15 everything Remy despises 2nd yet
she can'’t get rid of him. Everywhere she turns he's there, its like

fate. Even as she tries to
push him away he gets
closer until it comes to
the point where she has to
make a decision, a decision
that could change her life.
He came crashing into
her life (literally) leaving
a wake of joy, heartache,
and self-discovery.

Other things you
can expect from This
Lullaby would be lots of
Dict Coke, songs about
potatoes and other various
vegetables, crazy wagers,
and a cameo of a character
from Dessen’s previous
book, Someone Liks You.
Just like other Sarah
Dessen’s books, everyone
can find somcthing or

Photo by Laquiesha Langley

like any girl she has her best friends,

some one to relate to. She

Lissa, Jess, and Chloe who provide comic relief, support and advice.  develops these characters so then you can’t help but fall in love with.
Remy thinks she has it all, her mom might be a little clingy, but aftec  This is her fifth book and was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times
this summer she’ll be on a planc on her way to Princeton leaving  Book Prize.
cverything behind and getting on with her life.
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class, provi cadcrship at the tor-10- 3 : e 3
If there were a Miss Congeniality award at this school,  Chief position. - She is greatly respected by If someone is havmg 2 bad day % ]USt Lo
the winner would have to be Hana Beckerle. The first  her classmates, as she is understanding, yet @ gOOd mood, Hana always goes_out of her way 8 |
word that comes to mind when considering Beckerle’s  demands the attention and respect of the class , ; ”
personality is congenial, as her kind demeanor shows  whenever she approaches the podium. “Hana to make them feel better,
that she is the epitome of compassion. was an awesome leader and T know that | have
It was apparent that her peers agreed with this, since  truly learned from her guidance,” said Katie % o -
it was revealed that she was the conscnsus pick among ~ Staples, who will be her successor as Editor- ~ senior Caitlin Coggms
. il In-Chicf “T know it will be hard to
fill her shoes, but with the skills she ' =4
has left me with, I will be able to forwards to meeting new people and enjoying the = B
work hard while following in her footsteps  whole college experience, cven though there arc a 1)
as Bditor-In-Chicf”’ lot of people T will miss. I think college will be really
Beckerle will be taking her strong presence  different, and it'll be exciting to do something new” e 2
to Penn State University next year, where she ?"
plans to pursuc a position on the newspaper i k
staff. Her hard work throughout her high Oy~ 4
school career has helped her to achieve a 3.8 L F
GPA while serving as president of National tl’ .
' & Honor Society this year, which has given hes [ g o
| § scveral options when applying for college. & 3
4 With her optons wide open, Beckerle "P L
£ ultimately stayed with her childhood dream ~
E;? of studying at Penn State University. “My
= s e mom went to Penn State and I have wanted iy
~ Nii _ é to go there ever since I can remember,” said L
Hanea Beckerle poses for the canmera in the journalisor room: Beckerde, “I can temember going up to
the senior class to be “best to take home to parents” watch their football games with my family and T have i BRSNS
in the senior supedatives. “If someone is having a  loved the feel of the campus for a long time.” E T~ 2 ¥
bad day or just not in a good mood, Hana always goes Beckerle has enjoyed each of her years in high = : \
out of her way to make them feel better,” said one of  school, but says her scnior year was definitely the best. + - Sy
Beckerle’s best friends, senior Caitlin Coggins. “She  “People really scem to find out who they enjoy hanging ) % i B
never fails to have a smile on her face and she is the out with during their senior year. This made my last ::. o ‘-u}
best at keeping her ¢ool in any situation,” year of high school so enjoyable because I met some g e
Her genuine smile and onc of a kind laugh is cnough  of my best fricnds this year,” said Beckerie, g o =y
to make anyone feel welcome, which is something that Becketle leaves her adolescence looking forward to -
traly compliments her kindness. Beckerle puts these  a very bright and exciting future. “P'm really looking .

[Katie Staples

Edstor in Chief

mided point of view:

“She surely deserved her senior superlative, Best Hair,
and 1 can honestly say that matches her personality,”
said senior Alison Arberg about friend senior Ansley
LaBarre. LaBarre, the bouncy, curly-haired bundle of
energy, is well known in this school for her laugh, as
well as her journalistic expression. Her Wire Opinions
colomn, The Labarrometer, features her vibrant, open-

Psychology teachee Annica McKenney said, “Upon
first meering Ansley she appears to be quiet and
reserved, Then without warning, you are introduced

Ansley LaBarre
Chisf of the newspaper staff.

stands at the front of M. Jensen’s class as Editor-and-

aee £ e

Active Ansley

classes such as AP Stanstics, AP
Government, AP Psychology,
and AP English, is in line with
the care-free senior schedule, yet
is impressive. Hardworking and
dedicated to her schoolwork,
she has maintained a 3.6 GPA
throughout high school, “and
was accepted to and attending
Elon University in Elon, North
Carolina.

Friendly and outgoing, Labarre
enjoys working with children.
Her junior year, she
took a Teacher Cadet
class, which allowed
her to interact and
teach a second grade
class at Hollin Hills

Ansley LaBarre stands at the front of Mrx. Jensons jowrnalism classroam.
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Elementary  School.
She loved working
with the children, who

called her “Miss Ansley”, so much that
she took up an after school job at Browne
Academy, working with five year-olds. She
has continued her job through this year
Her favorite part was when, “The teacher
let you take over. The children learned to
love you, and sceing them brightened my
day.” she said.

LaBarre has been an active person for
years, and excels in many sports, including
swimming, field hockey, and lacrosse. Since

Photo by Evaan Dobbs

independent.”

to the real thing; a person who. is fun-loving,
curious, sensitive to others, confident, reliable, and

LaBarre’s cumbersome schedule, consisting of

she was five, she was an avid swimmer and competed
year-round. However, after suffering an injury to her
back, she had to quit her life-long passion. It was
then LaBarre decided she needed to remain 2 physical

pesson, and took up lacrosse. The fall of her freshma
year LaBarre took up another new sport, and made th
junior varsity field hockey team. That spring, she trie
out for lacrosse, continued her other two years, ao
truly found her niche as one of the tearn’s lead playe
this year.

“She is a true friend who is always
thete when you need her. She’s a
very sweet and genuine person.”

~senior Jenn Coyle

16The Wire



