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Opver the past few weeks, Standards of
Tearning (SOL) testing consumed students’
minds. For many, praduation depended on
passing these tests, and SOLs were given
even more importance because they had the
ability to improve final exam Scores. This
was the first year all SOLs were taken on
computers. Students did well and passing
rates improved in at least one subject area.

SOL week opened with confusion from
both students and teachers; Treesa Elam,
our school’s testing coordinator, declined to
be interviewed ot to provide an explanation
for the confusion. Teachers were given
a calendar of their class’s SOLs, but no
schedule was sent home to parents, as was
done in previous years. According to parent
Mary Jane Malinchak-McCann, “I didn’t
know anything about the SOL schedule and
actually was not pleased about it. There is, in
my opinien, poor communication between
the principal and the parents.” Problems
began to arose as teachers realized some of
their students were scheduled to take SOLs
for different coutses duting the same day or
even during the same class period.

Numerous versions of the SOL schedule
were e-mailed to teacherts, partly to receive
input from teachers to ensure they could
fulfill their proctoring duties. “It’s a big job
to administer these high-stakes tests, but
having numerous versions of the schedule
floating around was certainly confusing,”
said Special Education teacher Gary Hoag,
Teachets expressed dissatisfaction that
different content area tests were going on
at the same time. “...There should not be
mote than one SOL per grade level given

on the same day — it is overwhelming

for those students who struggle
with the material, and leads to poot
scores,” said English teacher Kim
Wisler. However, students wete given
the option of taking double-booked
tests at a later date, instead of doing ff
two SOLs in one day. “Thete was a f§
PA announcement on the first and
second days of SOL testng stating
that students who had mote than one |
scheduled SOL in a day were given |

the oppertunity to choose which one

ﬁﬁ?{g Sports review on pg. 9. (above) Sophomore Mara
they would take. They would take the [Kare runs in the Patriot District championship.
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other test duting the make-up days,”
said Principal Rima Vesilind. Even with
this alternative, there wete problems with
rescheduling certain SOLs. English teacher
Mary Matthewson had 2 sugpestion, “What
if we just do each content area in a day: for
example: Monday is English, Tuesday is
History, etc. until Frnday, which are make-
ups?”’

The schedule for SOL testing did not
accommodate teachers who were left
without classrooms to teach in because
their rooms were used for testing. English
teacher Jennifer Appel had no classroom
during testing days, and her class read in
the hallways and outside during the week
of SOL testing. She was unavailable for
comment; however, other teachers were
disappointed in the organization. “Tt is
appalling that [teachers were] wandering the
halls because they had been removed from
their classtooms and given no reasonable
substitute,” commented Hoag,

While teachers wete feeling the

repercussions of the planning, students
were getting heated. .. literally. The school’s
air conditioning shorted out in several
classrooms during SOL week, especially
upstairs Quander. The system burned
out due to a technical difficulty. The
administration dealt with it. “Students were
testing in rooms that were so hot, no one
could think,” said a teacher, who preferred
to remain anonymous. On top of that,
teachers were shocked when they wete
told to find a new location to escape the
heat. “How can they [find someplace else]
when they have back-to-back tests? How?”
continued the teacher. Two other teachers
said it was 90 degrees or just less than 90
degrees in their SOL testing rooms.
Teachers also complained about proctots.
That same anonymous teacher said, “In our
department, there were numerous times
when those who were ‘helping’ us proctor

See SOL, pape 4

Summer School is Serious Business

Mariya Ilyas
News Co-Editor

Summer is a time to telax, have fun, and not think about school.
People take vacations, go to theme parks, hang out with friends at
the pool, or simply stay at home. A good minority of our students

take summet school, some for failure
and othets for credit.

The site for summer school this year,
as last yeatr, is Mount Vernon High
School for Edison, Hayfield, Mount
Vernon, and West Potomac .  High
School students. Registration began on
May 15 and will end on June 23. Since
an entire course is taught in one month
(July 10 through August 10), school is
six houts long (7:30 a.m. — 1:50 a.m.).
This includes lunch time and casual
fifteen-minute breaks throughout the
day. One can expect a chapter test every
day and two houts worth of homework
every night. ;

Taking summer school is a serious

would be no way for the student to make up the two weeks worth
of wotk, (based on the regular school year calendar, one day is equal

Freshman Asma Abmad, looks ever class maierial in the Bncote "06 about
summer school which can help her earn credifs in advance and lo re-take a class.

to one week). Three tatdies also result in ejection from the school.
The money that your patents spend (tuition is based on the total
income of both parents) will be wasted because you will be kicked

out and no refunds are offered.
There are benefits going to
summer school. If a senior was
not able to graduate, he or she
- can take summer school and
graduate in August. If a student
did not pass an SOL, he or
she has the opportunity to do
so over the summer. Some
administration is also offered
to students seeking special help
or ptivileges. One can advance
in a course to get ahead.

“I don’t like it [summer
school],” said freshman Joshua
Muse, thinking summer school
is a waste of time.and that
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business—there is no time for horseplay

or silliness. The discipline in summet school is hatsh. “Two days of
absence, for any reason, from any high school (24 day) course will

result in the student’s withdrawal from summer school,” states the

Encore 06, the official summer school registration booklet. There

he would rather be doing

“syhatever comes up.” Taking summer school motivates students to
do their best duting the regular school year and avoid having to go

See Summer School, page 4



JIONS,

Perfect Publication

Dear Editor,

Wow! This year passed by extremely slowly! But,

' it’s all good since The Wire publication made my days

bright. This newspapet is so cool that I have a col-

lection in my room and make my sistet, Zainab, who

graduated from here last year, read it everytime. Well,

- just stopping by to show some love.
summer!

SOLsI

Have a good

Freshman, Maryam Sajjad
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~ Cafeteria Calamlty

Dear Editor,

-
[ 13

What's up with the cafeteria staff? T'm not going
to name anyone in particular, but some of them really
need to step it up. It’s irritating when you ask for a
certain kind of chips and the lunch lady has no idea,
making you have to point in the direction and call out
colors. One time, I remember having to specifically
point out the Pop-Tarts because they didn’t know
what a Pop-Tart was. I’'m not asking for much, a job
is 2 job and you have to work hard to get anywhere in
life. This would speed up the alteady extremely slow
snack “line,” making it beatable to wait through with-
= out cutting anyone. Don't get me wrong, most of the
. current workers do a decent job, but I would make a

better snack line worker then some of them, which
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teally saddens me. I do give them credit, though,
for having to deal with some really annoying people.

-
=‘
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i—;; - Sophmote, Jeremy Bernier

* West Potomac Will Be Missed

~ Dear Edito,

~ During high school, T have lived in three states and attended three high schools.

- Of all of the high schools, West Potomac was the most well-balanced. It has
- strong academics and strong sports programs. The school is interested in actually
helping the students, and not just bettering its own name. As my second year
- here is coming to a close, I know I will fondly remember the experience I had
~ here. Though I still consider Hawaii my home West Potomac will forever be my

R ~ high school.

* Senior, Daniel Jachowski

West Potomac High School
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The Wire is a publication whose aim is to inform, educate, and entertain the student body. The
Wire will not prinit any material that is libelous or obscene, ot that will invade any petson’s
tight to privacy. The ideas expressed in unsigned editorials reflect the opinions of the news-
paper staff; however, Letters to the Editor do not. The Wireis an open forum for discussion
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Yes the Bell Matteﬁrs‘

An interesting problem arising
among students is that of
attendance. Students appear to
be showing up tardy mote often
to class. This could be because
it is the end of the school year,
ot it could be because it is nice
outside. Then again, it could be
a combination of both. Students
simply do not seem to care about
the dangers of beinglate. Another
possible reason for this may be
that after the SOL tests and the
final exams, teachers and students
alike seem to zone out untl the
end of the year.

Something that is important for
students to know is that being late
can have serous consequences,
both now and in the future, As
you may ot may not know, being
late nine dmes to class is the
equivalent to being absent for
three classes. The punishment for
this is failing the course for the
year. For students, the tardiness

. resets every quarter of the yeat.

Howevert, lateness seems to pile
up very quick.

There are steps that students
can take to prevent tardiness and
absences. One way would be to
plan out your routes to and from
class. “I always plan my routes
to class,” said freshman Sam
Gearing, “It helps to make sure
that I am not in trouble for being
late.” Another way to help prevent
being late is to make sure that you
have the things you need for the
next class before you decide to
socialize with friends. The third
step that can be executed to help
you between classes would be
to know where you are, where
you are going, and if you have
adequate time to get there.

What do students think about
this issue? “I do not cate if T am
late a couple times,” said freshman
Keith Jones. “T have never gotten

in trouble before, so why now?”

It seems that most students think
that it is not a big deal to be late
to class. Another opinion was
freshman Ben Sovine, who said,
“I am late all the time, but I have
not failed.”

Anothet of the main reasons
that students are slacking off is
the fact that the SOL tests and
final exams are over or close to
over. Some people tend to think
that after the standardized tests
and final exams are oyer, the
rest of the year does not matter.
There may be some truth to that
statement regarding most aspects
of school, but not tardiness and
absences. School rules state that
the tardiness and absences rule
goes on until the end of the
school year,

This is a reminder to try and
be on time to your classes for
the remainder of the year. Even
thoughit’shotoutside, yout testing
is over, and your friends want to
hang out in the hallway, being late
still bas the same consequences.
Nine times, and you fail the class.
Just always remember that it is
essential to be on time and not to
let tardiness hurt your chances to
pass or to graduate,

When questioning whether you
want to skip or arrive to class
fifteen minutes late; think to
yourself, Is it really worth failing
the class, or not being able to
graduate? There is less than a
week left of school and then you

* have the entite summer to have a

good time,

Being late to class may seem
insignificant now, however, it
could become a bad habit that
could stick with you for the rest
of your life. Punctuality is an
important factor that will rise
up throughout your whole life.
Whether it is in the workplace
ot 2 nother kind of engagement,
being late does not look good and
can effect you,
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Hooff Cooksey
News Co-Edstor

When our students think of the school we
go to there are many different opinions. Ttis

exciting, it is plain, it is way too much work;
however, these thoughts are not even close
to what students from other neighboring
schools have about our school.

Last sumnmer, | came into contact with
two students who attend Thomas Jefferson
School for Science and Technology. When
I told them where I attend their immediate
reaction was, “Oh, you go to West Pot.”
This was followed by questions concerning
whether drug deals happened in our
haltways and if there were fights at least
once a day. I proceeded to tell them that
much of the questions they wete asking
were very unteasonable because our school
is not like that.

Why does our school have such a bad
reputation? Our school is filled with young,
growing minds, who will in their future go on
to be very successful, such as the upcoming
graduation speaker who is a former graduate.
That seems to be overshadowed by the set-
in-stone views other schools have. This
may be due to how diversified our school is,
caused by how large the area is surrounding

Grace Powell
Opinions Layout Editor

Each motning during second block the
announcements come on and the American
flag appears on the screen. Some people
stand and salute, others just stand, and
a few cower towatds their desk, trying to
finish theit homewotk. With a country as
great as ours, one wonders, why not say the
Pledge of Allegiance?

“I just don’t like to say it,” shrugged
sophomore David Molina. Simply put, some
students feel that standing for five seconds
to say a few patriotic words is a waist of time.
The state law declares that the pledge must
be administered in the morning; however, it
does not requite people to stand and recite
it, tather expected that they do so.

Obviously, laziness is not the only reason
why some choose not to say the pledge. The
inclusion of two words “under God” sent
lawmakers, atheist, and others in an uproar.
“Thete’s no reason it [under God] should
be thete!” determined freshman Mary
Mcknight. “Under God” was included in
the 1950%. The phrase was requested by

our school which allows students to attend.
This should not, however, give our school
a bad reputation, but should lead to a
good reputation. An otganization, like
our school, thrives with a large
amount of different types of
people. It opens doors to new

ideas and views that enrich the
minds of different cultural
backgrounds.

Another reason students
from other schools say that
our school is a bad place is
due to our location. QOur
school 'is located about
200 yards from Route
One/Richmond  Highway.
The highway itself has the
reputation of being a place
whete ctime often occuss or
where other illegal activities
happen. In some cases this
is true, but in others it is
far from correct, and this should not
be used to stereotype a school that
is located close to it. Students from
other schools say that they reference this
mostly in sporting events with the phrase,
“Go back to the highway” Thoughts about

a school of 2,000 plus students should not

be based on where it is located.
QOur school is filled with amazing

opportunities that would clearly overrule the e

so-called “bad reputation” our school has
been given. Our drama department puts on

high school band(s) receive many awards
throughout the year for outstanding
Our
school is way more than just a building,
close to Route One. Itis a building full
of students and teachers whose hard
work often leads to future changes in

performances at competitions.

the world around us.

of our school go to very prestigious
universities and colleges, like Stanford,

Photo Nustrarion by Katie Staples

Freshmen come into our school not

knowing what to do with their lives and
then four years later leave with ambitions

to become important people who will make
positve contributions to society.

No More Allegiance to the I;ledge

the Knights of Columbus, a religious group
who felt that the referral to the beliefs
of Abraham Lincoln (a Christian), was
approptiate. The group then sent their idea
to President Roosevelt, who, on June 14,
1954 officially included the phrase in the
Pledge of Allegiance. That was fifty- two
yeats ago, now
the mere referral
to God in the
government has
people clenching
their jaws.

On a typical
day in my fourth
period  history
class, the pledge
will come on, and teacher Emily Millians
will tell the class to stand respectively. She
herself does not recite the pledge. “The
pledge was not required of students when I
was in school, so in part, I never developed
the habit of saying the pledge when I was
young” She further discussed her reasoning

- for this habit, “ I decided that I didn’t

[want to say the pledge] because it strikes

me that if you demand that people pledge
allegiance to a country, then it is too similar
in my opinion to demanding that they be
loyal, and the moment you get into that
tertitory, I get teally weary” She summed
up her opinion in this way, “I decided that it
is because I am pattiotic that I don’t say the
pledge because I have the liberty to
be loyal to the United States without
my government forcing me”.

the Pledge of Allegiance in the
morning, junior Nick Friedrich is
one of them. “Yes, definitely. It’s
the right thing to do.” Our country

Photo by Lakeisha T angley

scarce of dedication. The moment
someone utters God or what we have to do,

citizens frantically pull out their law book
and declare their dghts. I have nothing b
against anyone who chooses not to say the ¢

Pledge of Allegiance; in truth I have not
faithfully said it all the time either. However
I think, that saying the pledge is the least we

can do, for a country that grants us almost

unlimited freedom.

Every citizen of Kenfucky is
required by law to take a bath
at least once a year.

than its brair).

Your thumb is the same
length as your nose.

About two hundred babies are
born Worldwide every minute.

P ostrich's eye is bigéer

A quarter of all people who take a

briefcase, or something similar, with

them to work has something in it
for self-defense.

Did
You

amazing performances every year, and our

Our school is nothing like the |
reputation it has been given. Many =
great people have come out of
this school, including Wiley Pile, a =
football player who now plays for
the Dallas Cowboys. Many graduates

University of Virginia, and MIT.

Many students do stand and say s

is full of freedom, yet has become

Phote by szdsha Langley

reasonable
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Off-Campus Parking Causes Problems

Kate (’Connor
News Co-Editor

Student parking overflow outside school grounds has
created 2 disgruntled community. No one has the
authority to stop students from parking on residential
streets, so homeowners have had to
adjust their lives.

Hyery day, around 30 students
park on Cavalier Road or in front
of Quander Road School and then
walk to class from their cars. Qur
school’s security has no jurisdiction
over where students park, but they
look at the situation from a different
point of view. When students park
along Quander, the fastest way to get
to school is to walk along the side of
the road, or in the ditch. This root
tisks getting hit by a car,

“Because there is no sidewalk,

to school the owner of the house took photographs
of Miller crossing his lawn. “He threatened to show
the pictutes to the school,” said Miller. Although
whipping a camera out on high school students may
seem extreme, trespassing is against the law and plenty
of local residents are fed up.
Parking overflow has changed the
lives of local inhabitants, creating
obstacles that the homeownets
must overcome. “On the night of
one football game, a group of kids
leaving the game tolled [over] my
little car,” explained Pat Welch,
a Harvard Drive resident (right
by Cavalier). “It used to be a lot
worse,” she continued, “The traffic
would flood all the way down the
street, blocking driveways.” Many
residents complain about cars
patked in the way of their driveway

Phiotolby A Jaff

[the parking situation] has become
a safety hazard,” said Bill Hare, the
head of security. “I try to discourage

are no sidewalfes.

Afier sehool, students p:-zrféet/ o Qtfw;der
road bave to walk on the steet, since there

entrances, forcing them to drive
over their own lawns to avoid a

students from parking along Quander but the school
really doesn’t have any authority there.” Although the
school can only advise students not to park in front of
people’s homes, they still have to take the heat from
angry tesidents who do not like cars lined up outside
their front yard. “The school gets calls at least three
times a day at the beginning of the year but it tapers
off as the months go on,” said Hare.

Although students can not be prosecuted for
patking in residential ateas, the situation becomes
a police matter when they block a driveway or cut
across public property. Citizens trespassing on certain
Fairfax county properties can be fined a total of
$92 after processing fees. This does not stop many
students from rushing through backyards to get to
school on time. Tyler Miller, a junior, said that one
day when detouring through 2 backyard on his way

v i"" \x«

crash. Two other residents, who
preferred to be known only as Barry and William, both
affirmed that they were tired of students disrespecting
their property. “T have to pick up trash bags and soda
cans out of my front yard,” said Barty, “and [students]
speed down my street. I have a [young] kid.” William,
while annoyed with the situation, allows students to
walk through his back yard as long as they close his
gate, “You'd think there would be enough room for all
those people up at that big school,” he grumbled.

Despite the dissatisfaction of local homeowners,
most students do not dwell on whether or not to
park along the street. “T guess I'm not doing anything
illegal,” said junior Christian Markson, who parks daily |
on Cavalier Road, “The alternative is buying a pass and
I'm not going to pay all that money, especially because
I didn’t get my license until later in the year. .. [patking
on Cavalier] is just easier.”

/696-8 Ric nmond Hsc_,ﬁ;'.«‘.«, dria, VA &
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Teachers Leaving Say Their Goodbyes

William Ferzoco
Why are you leaving?
“1 am leaving West Potomac in
otder to teach at South Lakes, my
community High School”
How long have you been an educator?
“This is my 5% year as a v
professional educator.” o
Why did you decide to become a teacher? £
“Summers off”
What is the greatest part about bemg a teacher?
“Having upperclassmen say hello in the halls. Seeing the
transformation students undergo from September of
freshman year to graduation. Knowing that my AP Bio
- students will thank me next year.”

David Browning
Why are you leaving?
“Moving to England to teach
an international school.”
How long have you been an
educator?
“3 years.”
Why did you decide to be an
educator?
“It is so rewarding,”
What is the greatest part about being a teacher?
“Making a difference in so many.people’s life.”

Martin Settle

akeisha Langley

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

Why are you leaving?

“I am moving to Connecticut to be closet to relatives.”
How long have you been an educator?

“15 years.”

Why did you deside to be an educator?

Bill Rhatican
Why are you leaving?
“I’m 65 plus, have worked
since I was 18, it's ume to enjoy
doing little or nething.”
How long have you been an edueator?
“8 years-all at West Potomac.”
Why did you decide to be an
educator?

“A friend suggested it 10 years
ago; I tred it; I liked it and
stayed.”

What is the greatest part about being a teacher?
“The students; their enthusiasm; Their willingness to
experiment with new ideas.”

Larua Strano

tslloltu by Lakeisha Langley

Why are you leaving?
“Moving to Naples, Ttaly.”
Homw long have you been an
educator?
“3 years and I've probably
alteady heard every single
excuse there is out there from
my students.”

Why did you decide fo be an
educator?
“I wanted to have a
steady career between undergraduate and graduate school,
and I like to share my knowledge.”

What is the greatest part about being a reacher?
“The impact you can have on somebody else’s life.”

Other teachers who will be

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

“Because I enjoy learning, 1 enjoy people. 1 get excited leawng
when students learn for learning not just to pass  test.” Steven Gill Laura Pefia
What is the greatest part about being a feacher? . ' )
“Having a student say I made a difference. Watching as 2 M}Ch(ﬂe H&I‘TIS Cheri [')SIY
student learns to develop self confidence and the ability to Bristol Martin Brett Stmonson
think for themselves.”
Why are you leaving?

Bl“ﬂbo, '

AND
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Keedo Store

is a cop with NYPD.”

“4 years.”

cutiosity.”

“Getting married and moving to New York. My fiancé
How long have you been an educator?

Why did you decide fo be an educator?

“I enjoy working with young teens and I love learnmg
What is the greatest part about being a feacher?

“The students! They have such enetgy and a natural

Gretchen Alemian
Why are you leaving?
“Itis time for a change. Iwill be teaching at Lee High next
year. Added bonus-it is right down the street from my
house.” .
How long fhave you been an educator?
“About 7 years. I began my teaching career ay West
Potomac in the 1999-2000 school year.”
Why did you decide to be an educator?
“I had the worst kindetgarten teacher ever. I decided at the
age of 6 to become a teacher and save future kids!”
What is the greatest part about being a teacher?
“The greatest part about teaching is that everyday is a new
day. You never know what will happen.”

Kyle Brown

Why are you leaving?
“I am taking a position as an
economist at the Bureau of

Economic Analysis.”

Haw long have you been an educator?
“Ounly 1 year.”

Why did you decide to be an educator?
“I've always loved math and I
really enjoy working with kids.”
What is ihe greatest part abont being
a teacher?

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

“Summers offlll”

' David Goldfarb
Why are you leaving?
“T'm going to graduate school for
a year”
How long have you been an educator?
“(I have been) teaching for 12
years.”
Why did you decide to be an educator?
“Teaching is one of the most
effective (ways) for empowering
others.”
What is the greatest part about being a teacher?

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

“Working with students and my colleagues.”

Judyth Caruso

3
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Bournemouth Art Institute
Allison Lunday

Bowdoin College
Kristina Dahmann

Bradley Academy
Michael Hollins

Malorie Ydunger

Clemson University
Catherine Thayer

College of Charleston
Lauren M. Davis

DA Leigh

Laura Reiman

Matt Vennell

College of Notre Dame
Elisabeth Rausch

College of Southern Maryland
Derrick Baker

College of William and Mary
Beth Grady

Lisa Kepple

Ben McVety

Colorado State University
Iliana Aguilera

Columbia University
Parker Fishel

Concord University

Ronja Roberts
Coppin State University
Gerridain Lloyd

OLp
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"~ UNIVERSITY

Cornell College
Sam Stevens

DeVryUniversity
Jacob Price

Dickinson
Andrew Meyer

Drexel University
Nick Brady

Dulke University
Mike Howell
Alyssa Kuhn

East Carolina University
Lauren Baumann
Andrew Patton

Ferrum College g
I ?’ez_

George Mason University
Massoud Ahmadi

Anna Bennett

Alma Castro

Emily Fitzgerald
Angela Fuentes
Norman Hashmi

Georgetown University
Maureen McCusker

Georgia Tech
John Henry Williams

Gibbs College
Cristela Reyes
Skylar Carter

Graham Webb
Brittany Robinson

Grand Rapids Community College
Paul Cambell

Greenshoro College
Christie Hebert

Grove City College
Elise Bender

Haverford College
Phil Eiseman

Hawaii Pacific University
John Hendrickson

Herzing College
Canna Cortez

V|

UNIVERSITY

V ER S

High Point University
Jordan Adem

Lindsey Goldstein
Emest Recker

Hobart & William Smith Colleges
Kenneth Roden

Hollins University
Diana Chicas
Maggie Conner

Howard University
Mubina Khan
Karin Neal

Hudson Valley Community College
George Johnson

ITT Technical Institute
Antoine Roberts

Laura Nell Smircina
Shannon Smith
Erin Triplett

Rildi Wagner
Andrew Whitby
Lauren Williams
Christopher Willis

Kansas State University
Lauren Curtis

M

att Walker
Lycoming College
Sean Houser
Marymount University
Bora Nam
Alellena Reed
Miami University (OH)
Julia Smith

Middle Tennessee State University
Jennifer Neily

Northern Virginia Community College
Jennifer Abdon
Massoud Ahmadi
Nadya Ahmed
Humza Akber

Divine Algire

Syed Ali

Kelly Allen

Pierce Allen

Rozana Al-Rabadi
Yusra Alsayyad
Adriana Alvarez

Aja Anderson

Roberto Aranzana
Lisandro Arevalo Sorto
Jerrod Armstrong
Jimmy Arrington

OLLINS

Maryam A
Maricela I
Dawn Bai
Lindsay B
Hugo Batt
Edwin Ber
Griselda B
Ellen Bitz
Craig Blar
Griselda B
Stephanie
Elliott Bra
Becky Bra
Helen Bre:
Boris Bula
Jessica Bu
Robyn By
Beatriz Ca
Maria Cast
Talha Cha

Rebecca El
Laura Emn

_Jeff Engle

Meghan Fa
Chrisdina I
Elbert Fran
Ashley Gal
Karen Garc
Phillip Geh
Jessica Gor
Walt Grady
William Gr
Norma Guz

Gergo Koh:
Margaret L.
Romair Laxy
Maurice Le:
Shanice Lexy
Jingjing Liu
Gerridain L
Ana Lopez
Erik Lopez
Tatiana Lop
Karla Lovat
Adrieana M
Michael Mc
Adrian Med
Eva Mensah
Campus/Nu
Moses Mint
Meghan Mif
Kadisi Mite:
Sally Moror:
Khalid Mun
Greg Munnl
Houston Mu
Matt Neylar
Damien Nik
Uchechukwn
Arina Orlov
Charmaine I
Tito Pak
Xiomara Per
Rafae] Pere:z
Brittany Pop
Chantel Pou




Lloyd Pratt

Ebonee’ Queen
Marlo Quinn — Nursing
Andy Ramsey
Jessica Raymundo
Matilda Ribeiro

Liz Riopel
Meyvelin Rodriguez
Chelsea Rushbrook
Carlos Sanchez
Danielle Saralegui
Will Schworer
Bridget Scott
Daniel Shahid

Raad Shalal

Ziba Shojayi
Bhumeesh Singh
Luis Solloso

0l

hysical Therapy

" Scoft Willie=
Steven Willingham
Jason Wright

Norfelk State University
Shana Henderson

Nyisha Vann

Darnell Williams

North Carolina A&T State University
ja Smith

North Georgia
John Conway

Northwestern University
Diana Burk

ESmuuel Amofah ;
Becky Boucher
Richard Lowy

Old Vic Theatre School
Laura Herren

Parks College
Tawanna Kinsey

Radford University
Debbie Armstrong
Katie Ellis

Vincent Genuario
Ashleigh Howard
Jordan Loveless
Brittany Maniglia
Taylor Mertins

1 Education

Randolph-Macon College

Ben Larson

Kristin McWhirter

Randolph Macon Women’s College
Alexandra Knoppel

Rice University
Leah Withers

Rider University
Ali Brody

Roanoke College

Katherine Bryant

Savannah College of Art & Design
Alex Collins

Antony Minter

Kelsey Morrison

Patrick Ross

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Alex Miller

Shaw University
Chris Jones

Shepherd University
Robin Mason

Southern Connecticut State University

St. Olaf College
Lisa Butler

Stratford University
Bryan Criscuolo

Syracuse University
John Ricks

Andrew Hcllwege-

University of Florida
Brad Dalton

University of Mary Washington
Kate Bertron

Cat Brokaw

Frank Devar

Hillary Graves

Jennifer Hicks

Rachel Lee

Kerry Matthews
Charlotte McMichael
Connor Whitaker

University of Oregon
Becca Tinker

University of Pennsylvania
Shannon Munyan

University of San Francisco
AJ Fabrizio

University of South Carolina
Diana Blaskiewicz
Marcy Bozek

-Sarah Kessler

David Singer
Katie Staples

University of Tennessee
Kelly Geren

University of Texas
Daniel Caponio

University of Virginia
Owen Blair

Lauren E. Davis
Bailey Disselkoen
Zachary Knitter
Amara Lewis

Emily Macklin

Eric Pratsch

Leigh Rossi

Dianne Thompson

University of Virginia at Wise
William Todd

University of West Florida

UNIVERSITY

Farh:
Casey
Caitlin Spangler
Dana Werneke
Karamokoh Wurie

Virginia State University
Asja Butler

Colisha Davis

Marcus England

ACADEMYof ART
UNIVERSITY

0

Olivera Ivanic
Thomas Luhring
Khoa Nguyen
Chris Porter
Lauren Shannon

Wake Ferest University
Elizabeth Sargeant

Washington University in St. Louis
Emily Rogers

Weber State University
Sydney Ross

West Virginia University
Bobby Boucher

Victoria Good

Virginia Stilwell

Westwood College
David Fernandez

Xavier University
Adam Mathewson

Yale University
Asia Mernissi

P  vided
by the seniors on their Senior
Survey Supplement forms.



Salute to Wire Seniors

Kaelin Emery

Brett Sth

Position: Wire Reporter
College: Florida State University

Position: Wire Reporter
College: James Madison University

Katie Staples

wl,

mm@mﬁdl Position: Wire porter

invant tha Future College: Virginia Tech

Position: Co Editor-in-Chief
College: University of South Carolina

Kristina Dahann

Diana Blaszkiewicz

Position: Style Co-Editors
College: University of South Carolina

Position: Wire Reporter
College: Bowdoin College

Daniel Jachowski

Houston Murphy

Position: Sports Editor
sed College: Notrthern Virginia Community College

| sha Vann

Position: Wire Reporter
College: Stanford University

Not Photographed:
Robyn Byrd

Position: Wire Reporter
College:Notfolk State University
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Step As1de World, Its Our Turn

Jon Yoo

Sports Editor

The wait is over! The time has finally come
for the start of the 2006 Wotld Cup. Thousands
from all over the globe will be at hand, in
Germany, to participate in the most anticipated
and populat spotting event in the world. The
rest of the wotld will be cheering on for national
teams and its stat players. Unfortunately,
for many Ameticans it will be just another
lousy soccer game with a little bit mote hype.
However, there is a growing buzz of support
for this year’s US. squad that has a chance to
make a mark in this as a real contender, and
maybe just maybe make history.

Led by Coach Bruce Arena, the 2006 US.
team enters the World Cup as the fourth ranked
team in the world. This is significant progress
compated to the ’94 and 98 squads that were
absolutely embarrassed in their runs. The team
has flourished
under Arena,
who coached
the team in
2002  World
Cup were the
red and blue
lost in the
quarterfinals
by a
to  eventual
runnet  ups, match against Czech Republic.

in the States.

Americans have anxiously waited for four
years to see what they will accomplish this time
around. With a more experienced roster, led by
stars Landon Donovan and DaMarcus Beasley,
and the highest ranking ever attained by a2 US.
squad, great expectations and pressure have
been placed on the team.

Nike, the main sponsor of American
athletics, has taken a gamble by marketing U.S.
soccer jerseys and other merchandise all across
the country to gather Americans attention and
support. They even have placed 2 billboard in
New York that states, “The wotld no longer

wants.to play us” ESPN has broadcasted the §
US. friendly games live, and have repeatedly |

played the commercials leading up to the
Cup. Junior soccer player, Alex Mounts said,
“This is the most coverage that soccer has
had in America. Mote and more people in
school seemed to know about the
team’s chances.
through.”

On Match 22, 2006, the team, which
was undefeated internationally all
gycat faced their biggest test against
5 Wotld Cup host, Germany. The
é match was tied going into the second
5 half, whete key mental mistakes led to
= a 4-1 blowout. Junior Mija Saracevic

said, “T'hat just shows that the US.
is still not on the level as the world

Germany.

The surprising run drew the attention of many
sports fans throughout the country, and enabled
the spott to finally receive some of the spotlight

‘06 Spring Season: It’s All A Wrap

Hooff Cooksey
News Co- Editor

elite like Germany” Arena seemed
to share the same thought, after the game he
told the media, “Certainly the better team won
today. We got beat and we deserved to get

Girls Soccet:@

I hope they come |

As the fifth ranked leam in the world, there have been many
excpectations and pressure placed on Team U.S_A. entering the
Warld Cup, in Germany.

beat.” Some throughout the wotld speculated
on whether this ptoved the point the America
was over hyped. However, it has been nearly
three months since the loss, and the team has
recorded impressive wins over Venezuela and
Jamaica.

goals scored by
o sophmore soc-
- cer star Stephame
Gerow this spring,
- making her the
ﬁrst Golden Boot
_winner and set-

Phil Masturzéfi(E{:T

tmg a smgle season

With the World Cup on the hotizon, many more ShCOQl r {5 COI'd. TR
Americans will be watching the tournament due e e
to the coverage the U.S. squad has received and
the expectations around them. We can only
hope for the best outcome. However in a recent
interview , Donovan put it perfectly by saying,
“I do not know if we care about the result. At
the end of the day it does not matter. It’s not
like we are battling to get a 0-0 draw.  We are
going to play and make the game fun.”

The varsity team ﬁmshed with a 5-7 tecord; including many tough
losses. The baseball was instituted almost a brand new coaching staff,
w1th new head Varsity coach Jim Su]]lvan as brought the team back to

MVP: Hunter Lord

Boys Lacrosse

The boy’s team finished with a 500
has had in this sport in many years.
playoff game, howeyer 1
a huge success. ‘We |
* said juniox

ut all in all it was 2 good
ith a young, core group intact,

sesason,

many players can n
MVP: Chris Farq

Boys Soccer: =2
The team finished th a dif

~5 4 rccotd, with the four

Mounts; however they ju
help the team. The seaso
learning experience, and i
MVP: Chris Porter .

Girls Lacrosse: y

The lacrosse team had a disapp
inexpetienced roster. Besdies mexpenence E
obstacles including a tough district league. This s
rebuildingone. With a new coaching staff as well as the
problem, led them to losses, including many by close deficits.
MVP: Chandler Rogers

Softball: @

The team finished with a 14-0 district record, which was a first ever
to occur in the history of the Patriot District. However, softball ended
their year in a crushing loss in districts. However, The team entered the
district tournament 2and advanced to the championship where they lost to
West Springfield. The team had automatically advanced to the regional
tournament where they lost to Madison in the first round. Our softball
team finished the season with an overall record of 17-4.

MVP: Becky Boucher and Nicky Demmel

ym*s beheve that the season. was

The girls had a highly successful season. The team pulled off many
upsets, such as beating Chantilly, who were ranked third in the region by
the Washington Post, In the district tournament they played T.C. Williams,
who they beat 5-3. In the semi-finals, they beat West Springficld. The
girls lost a heartbreaker to Lake Braddock in the finals. The game
went through regulation time into fout over time periods followed by

_ a shootout, which the girls lost by a goal. This lead the girls into the

egional playoffs where they beat Madl,son in the opening round, The
en lost to Centervﬂle. The squad wzs smficd with how well they

t first year coach,

e team was led by

auad finished with 2
pulled out a fourth place
either seventh or eighth. There
th the boys and gitls.

v Free Pregnancy Test

v Confidential Support

v Adoption, Medical,
Community Referrals

Alexandria Pregnancy Help Center v Post-Abortion Counseling

ALL SERVICES FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL

B305 Richmond Highway — Sulte 13A
Alexandria, Virginia 22309
(703) 7804700
e-mail: APHC@maranatha.net
www.simpregnancy.org
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9/ 1 1 Is It Being Re- Created Too Soon?

Sandy Slippen
Copy Editor

The wortld has seen many dark days throughout its long
history, but none is remembered as painfully as September
11, 2001, a day that would not have been considered out of
the ordinary in any way had it passed by without incident.

Terrorists working under the Al Qaeda netwotk under
estimated mastermind Osama Bin Laden, joined forces to
create the worst attack on American soil in U.S. history. Not
surprisingly, five years after the fact, Hollywood has come
out with two high-profile films about different events both
taking place on this hortific day. While the studios behind
these two movies both adamantly declared that their goal
is not to make profit but to pfovide a stirring, heartfelt
reminder of the heroes of that day, the films are still proving
extremely controversial, splitting opinions on if it is “too
soon” of not.

The first of the two major motion pictures released this
year about 9/11°s events have already been released in
theaters. Universal Pictures acquired British ditector Paul
Greengrass (The Bourne Supremary) to wite and direct United
93, a fact-based account of United Flicht 93, the only
plane hijacked on September 11 not to reach its intended
target, presumably the Capitol building in Washington D.C.,
when the passengers on the flight foiled the terrotists’ plot.
Released on Aptil 28 of this year, Unifed 93 has grossed a
respectable $30.8 million, against a production budget of just
$15 million. Although those numbets are not astronomical,
they have been consideted strong by those in Hollywood
given the extremely difficult subject matter, which many
would prefer not to rehash.

Although there are those who feel that Hollywood has
improper motives regarding the production of these films,
others believe that not neatly enough time has elapsed
since the events to be making films about it. “It has been 5

Preparing for
the Sizzling

years, but I still think that it is too soon for movies [about
September 11] to be coming outin theaters,” said sophomore
Bess Crimmins.

Much to the likely chagrin of those [
who are against these feature films about
9/11, another major motion picture is
artiving in cinemas this yeat about the
events. High-profile ditector Oliver
Stone’s World Trade Center stars Nicolas
Cage as real-life New York City Port
Authotity officet John McLoughlin,
who was trapped under the rubble of
Ground Zero along with several officers
following the destruction of the World
Trade Center.

Like Upited 93, Paramount Pictures
has claimed that theit intention with
World Trade Center s to tell the story
of 9/11 and to honor heroic actions,
not to exploit anything. Sophomore
Devin Clarke, who has relatives in New
Yotk City, believes the movies setve
a wotthwhile putpose. “These films
are demonsttating to the public all of
the sacrifices the men and women
made to their countty on September

11" Unfortunately, it will be difficult September 11, 2007 is an event that Amercians will never
to determine if Paramount is being Jforget, but are we ready fo replay the event over and over?

than five years after? Or do the “greedy” studios even have a
right to make profit off of movies such as this? According to
AP World History teacher Dave
Goldfarb, the issue of studios
donating profit or keeping it for
themselves is a difficult question
to answet. “Studios don’t have
an obligation to donate profit
to memotial funds, but doing so
would show and provide respect
to those the films are honoring
in the first place” Goldfarb’s
sentiment is fairly universal
in most regards. While many
disagree on the ethical rightness
of making these films, most
agree that while studios cannot
be fotced to donate some of
their profit, it is ptobably the
right thing to do. Universal
Pictures has agreed with this,
donating 10% of Umited 93
$11.5 million opening weekend
to a September 11 memorial
fund. Although Paramount has
not announced if they plan to
do the same with World Trade
Center, 1t 1s speculated that they

David Hanson/KRT

accurate in their claims, as World Trade
Center is not released domestically until Wednesday, August
9.

One of the main controvetsies that United 93, World Trade
Center, and all of those involved in the production of the two
pictures have faced is a question of ethics and morality. Is it
too soon to dredge up the memories of that painful day, less

Sara Mathewson

probably will.

Although the events of Septembet 11* temain embedded
in the hearts, minds and souls of most of us, we all have
different opinions about making movies about the events.
Whether the issue is if it is too soon to see them or if it is
ethically wrong, it is clear that these movies are prompting

plenty of valuable discussion.

Astounding Avromas

when one does not have a stupendous smell,

Summer

Jocelyn Finfrock
Style Co-Editor

Shorts were first introduced to soci-
ety in the early sixteenth century but
were only worn by men. One of the
first types of shorts were called breech-
es, which were knee length, tight shorts
that were usually worn with stockings.
Since then, shotts have evolved and are

now wotn by both men and women.
They are garments that you cannot live
without, especially in the heat of summer.
There are so many styles to choose from
that one may not know where to begin.
Bermuda shorts, short shorts, board shorts,
track shorts, skorts, zip-off shorts, and car-
go shorts are some of the most popular.
In the spring, as the weather becomes
increasingly warmer, a good choice of
shorts is the Bermuda shorts. They used
to be worn by mostly men but are now
becomingly increasing fashionable among
women. They are the perfect length,
not to short and not to long and come
just above your knees. “I like Bermuda
shorts,” said sophomore Stephanie Gerow.
Whethet you ate exercising or just trying

Pablo Alcala/KRT

Fip ﬂop.r are the most popular
Jovtwear to go along with shoris.

to stay cool, track shorts will get the job
done. These are usually made of a light-
weight material that will keep you cool in
the summer. “My favorite type of shorts
is Soffe’s,” stated sophomore Jocelyn Ga-
ray. Soffe’s are cotton shotts that come in
every color and ate very populat among
teenagers, they are not expensive and you
can wear them almost anywhere. Most
like to wear them during athletic events.
The length of your shorts is depen-
dant on your personal preference. Some
women prefer longer shorts while others
like short shorts. Some like jean, others
like khaki. Cettain women like Capti’s and
some make theit own shorts by making
cut-offs. There are also skorts, which look
like a skirt on the outside, but underneath
they are shorts. Same goes for men. Some
men prefer jean or khaki shorts, while oth-
ers like boatd shotts; which are a combi-
nation between shotts and a bathing suit.
Shotts are an all time favorite type of
clothing amongst people of all ages. With
so many selections today you can find the
petfectpair. So grab your wallet, and head to
the mall to find your perfect pair of shorts.

Style Co-Editor

There are many different smells that
permeate the halls throughout the school day,
especially among the male students. Some of
the most popular men’s colognes include Polo
Black, Adidas Moves, and Burberry for men.
But when is it too much? When should one
refrain from using cologne?

Other scents, not necessarily cologne,
are popular among students in the school.
For example, Axe is a very famous spray. It
comes in many different scents. Axe can also
be purchased in deodorant as well. Popular
scents amongst students

Moran stated that she would simply purchase
them a better smelling cologne. Nichols stated,
“The worst kind of cologne is the Polo Green,
it is disgusting]”

Guys must know that their smell has an effect
on the ladies. Otherwise, they would just buy
any kind of cologne, and not ask for a gitl’s
opinion and input. For Nichols, he said, “I
think that a guy’s smell has an effect on what
gitls talk to you because I get compliments on
Abercrombie Fierce all the time because every
girl on the planet is in love with it.”

But when should one know when to stop
spraying? “At one time, T use

in the school include
different types of Polo,
such as Polo Black and

Polo Blue, Butberry, GOOD!”

“When I look for a guy,
they have to smell really

two to three sprays on my shirt
and neck,” said Nichols. Moran
said, “You can tell when a guy
has too much cologne on when

Arma_m, and E?rands of ~ junior Rosa Moran you can smell them coming
Adidas. Junior Rosa from around the cornet.”

Moran said her favorite Thete are so many different
was Jean Paul Gaulder, while her least types of cologne to choose from. Anywhere

favorite was cologne by Versace. Junior Mike
Nichols said, “My favorite cologne to wear is
Aberctombie Fietce or this German cologne
called Matco Polo.”

Many females in this school, including
Motan, believe that a guy should have good
smelling cologne or spray to have a chance
with them. She said, “When I look for a guy,
they have to smell really GOODI!” However,

from the many brands of Polo, to the more
expensive name brands, such as Armani
Versace, and Burberry are good choices.
Simple ways to choose the impeccable cologne,
according to Nichols, are to either smell them
in the store or to just ask a specialist that is
working at the time. Because there are so many
to choose from, itis very hard to go wrong in
the selection process.

£ websr

» Creneral Havidware

7934 For Flunt Road
Alexandna, VA 22308

" Fax: (703) 765-0316 |

pish

INDIA

« Grill Specialists : P -

SORIEAE HARDWARE :

» Plumbing 5 " :;

~F 3 1510 Belleview Boulevard
&-ﬁﬁ”m ﬂ-'f LARRY GR’Vi Alexandria, VA 22307

* Crarden Supplies Owner - 703-660«6{385

703-660-0853 fax
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Inovative Indian Cuisine

www.dishesofindia.com

Lunch: M-F 11:30 am-2:30 pm
Sat & Sun 12:00-3:00 pm

Dinner: 5:00 pm-10:00 pm
Sunday Dinner: 5:00 pm-9:00 pm
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-~ Summer Movies to
Watch and Enjoy

Matt Lupton
Wire Reporier

The 2006 summet season has started for most
people. Many movies will be hitting theaters this
summet that will be considered a blockbuster
hit. We might want to statt saving outr money
because our pockets could be empty by the end
of summer.

remote and can rewind, fast forward, pause, slow
down or play his life. These are good movies
coming out in the month of June that you won’t
want to miss. s

In July, we have the second Pirates of the Caribbean:
Dead Mans Chest, coming to town. The three
main stars in this movie, Keira Knightley, Johany
Depp, and Orlando Bloom, all teturn and face a

The movie
theatets have
alteady had a
blockbuster  hit
over Memorial
Day  weekend,
with 2XCMen: The
Last Stand starting
the summer hot
and fresh. That
is not going to be
the only “most EEEEE
wanted to see” Cydops (James Madsen) and Jean G
movie,
will be mote like

o)

thege Sene from the highly anticipated movie, X-men 3, The Last Stand. The
nrgvie grossed almost §86 million in the first weekend alone.

-~

new set of species in
this adventute, Two
Seniors, Virginia
Stilwell and Emily
Fitzgerald, Dbelieve
this movie will be the
best of the summer.
Stilwell had thoughts
of expectations in
this movie and said,
“Entettainment
value, actors are
great, great script”
Fitzgerald believes

Photo Handout/IKRT

m,ée Janssen) appear in a

the- upcoming

Superman Retwrns on June 28. This Superman
movie looks electrifying from what you can see
in trailers. Senior Bhuvneesh Singh agrees and
said, “It’s going to be action packed.” IMAX
theaters will be playing this movie and it could
pop a movie-goer out his/her seat.

Another movie that could be a hit this summer is
Cars. This movie was created by PIXAR. PIXAR
created Finding Nemo, and Monsters, Inc and these
movies were major hits in their releases several
years ago. Cars Is expected to be adventurous and
fun for the family. Chizk looks like 2 promising
upcoming movie that stars Adam Sandler, a
funny actor, who is sute to make it humorous.
Click is supposed to be about a guy who has a

that the cast is great
and responded,
“Heck yes! Because the actors are all seasoned
and work well together, they tock!” In August,
Warld Trade Center will open starting Nicolas
Cage telling a story on the day of September 11,
2001 and the fall of the World Trade Centers.
Awchorman director Adam McKay and star Will
Ferrell will team up again in a NASCAR movie
called Talladega Nighis: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby.
You know what this could mean, comedy. Will
Ferrell can’t ever leave his audience without a
laugh.

This summer is filled with many movies to see,
and will give you a reason to get out of the house.
Enjoy the thrill, comedy, adventure, romance,
and action of every movie this summet!

Starbucks-The Place to Be

Gina Adamski
Wire Reporter

“Tll have one Grande Café Mocha Frappuccino,
pleasel” This is a commmon phease at the famous
coffee chain, Statbucks. Many people love this
now famous coffee house. Some say they just
like the coffee, some say it is inexpensive, and
others say that it is just a great place to hang out
with friends. Others, however, say that Starbucks
is way too expensive. Either way, Starbucks is
very popular in out
school.

One of the most %
popular things in our .
school about Starbucks
is that people like the
varety of the different
beverages that they
offer. They have
blended coffees (such
as Starbucks Christmas
Blend), cappuccinbs,
lattes, frappuccinos, iced
coffees, and many other
coffee drinks. Also, they
have many coffee-less
drinks (dtinks without
coffee), as well. Some
of these include Tazo
Teas (black, green and hetbal), coffee-less
frappuccinos, and an 'assotrtment of alteady
bottled drinks for sale. When asked if he likes
Starbucks, freshman Joe Bradley said, “Yes! T
love it because they have many different deinks
and many different flavors” Freshman Vanja
Gvozderac’s reply when asked why she thinks it
is appealing, said, “They have a variety of drinks,

not just coffee, but they also have drinks without
coffee in them.”

Some more aspects of Starbucks that appeal
to our school are the dfinks themselves. “My
favorite drink [at Starbucks] is their Vanilla Bean
Frappuccino because it’s beastly. It’s just simple
and it tastes good,” said freshman Jesse Schiffres.
Sophomore Stuart Robinson said, “I like the
Vanilla Bean Frappuccino with caramel or
chocolate on top, tastes like cookies.” As one can
see, most people’s favotite
drinks are the Frappuccino
despite the high amount of
calories (a tall Vanilla Bean
Frappuccino with whipped,
cream has 370 calories).
Gvozderac also said, “I
love their Café Mocha Latte
because it is super good.
Also, if you are mad, you
can drionk one and it will
make you feel better.””

Students have also
expressed their like in
the atmosphere found at
Starbucks. “It’s chill,” said
Schiffres. Freshman Jessie
Rodgers said, “It’s 2 jammin’
place. It’s relaxed and a great
place to hang out” One can find many people
hanging out at the Starbucks that are near out
school, King Street, Old Town, etc.

If we narrow down to the main reason that our
school loves Starbucks, the conclusion has come
to the fact that it is a great and relaxing place to
hang out, they have a wide variety of drinks, and
they are delicious.

Chicago Tribune/KRT
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*More Than Just A Sister™

Caroline Staples
Focus Edzitor

Katie Staples, my sister, unlike most people loves
making strawberry smoothies for her family, eating
cheese sticks, and standing about three feet away from
the television yelling out the answers to questions on
Jeopatdy! before the conestants on the show can.

An average morning for :
Staples’ is a bit sluggish. “T hit |
the snooze button four times
and stumble to the shower”
Then she travels to school in het
2004 blue Jeep Liberty. “T love
it, I love it so much and it makes §
me feel gangsta ridin' round
Waynewood, but it doesn’t have
any pick-up so don’t ask me to
race,” said Staples.

Her meticulous schedule
includes AP Spanish Language,
AP Calculus AB, and AP Biclogy,
which just happens to be her
favorite class taught by teacher
William Ferzoco. She upholds

a GPA of 3.74 and although Staples with her dosest friends Lanra Reiman, Marcia Hollingsworlh, and Cait-
lin Spangler owt having a good fime together.

this may seem impressive,

Editor, and this year she rose to the important position

of Editor in Chief. Also, throughout high school,
Staples was an athlete of the Track and Field team for
seven seasons and went to districts all four years for pole
vault. She is captain of the pole vault team alongside
her father, Richard Staples, who is the pole vaulting
coach. Two things she will miss about high school
are her
sister (me),
and getting
moneyfrom
her dad.
Staples is
not allowed
to have ajob
throughout
the school
yeat,  so
during her
off season
of track she
does oot
really have
anything
to do.
Although

Photo couttesy of Katie Staples

Social Studies teacher Bill
Rhatican said, “She could be better.” After applying
to five colleges, she will attend the University of South
Carolina Honors College next year with Academic
Scholatsip of $16,000 a year. She was accepted for her
prestigious math scores, but will probably change her
study to engineering like her mother. Her boyfriend,
senior Sergei Dubograey, who is going to a different
college, said, “T will miss her, but in college it will be
easy to drive and come visit her.” Staples is also a
member of NHS, Spanish Society, and has been a Girl
Scout for the past thirteen years.

Every year of high school she has been a part of the
newspapet, The Wire. For her first and second year on
staff she was Focus Editor, third year she was Features

she says she
does nothing, infact she is quite busy with her group
of friends, aka TiCKIDD’ eM. This phrase makes up the

kayaking in Diana’s pool. When asked what she enjoys
most in life, Staples replied, “Living with Carcline
Louise Staples.”

Not only does she love living with me, but acting
quite like a goofy person. Her past-times include
quoting lines from the movie Finding Nemo and the tv
shows Andy Milonakis. Her favorite and probably most
used quote is “I'm the coupon!”, which is populatly
said between her and pole vaulting buddy, sophomore
Caroline Beaudette,*from Mr. Milonakis. Besides
gouting lines from the crazed media, Staples loves
cooking with Easybake. “If you give me a recipe, I can

. make it,” said Staples.

At age 14, Staples rode horses at Justin Snowden
Farm, now called “something” Farm, just off of
Collingwood Road for a year. She has also been to
seven different countries not including the USA.
Since she was fifteen, she has traveled to Costa Rica,
Germany, Austda, Whales, England, France, and
Mexico. This could be one of the reasons for Staples’
multiply outlandish voices which can be frequently
heard at school, home, and sadly, out in the public.

When she leaves for college she will not only leave
her mother and father lonely, but me as well. She, being
my only sister, leaving me alone at home is a difficult
thing to bear. And although it is sad to say good-bye as
we send her out on her own, there is always that feeling
of happiness; she will finally be out of my hair!

first initial of each name of these five friends
in order: Laura Reiman, Caitlin Spangler,
Katie Staples, Diana Blazkiewicz, and Marica
Hollingsworth. Staples and her “gang” have
theme parties like Superbowl and Dance Dance
Revolution pardes. Senior Caitlin Spangler said
the reason that she and Katie are best friends
is because in the 5% grade they sat next to each
other due to alphabetical order of lastname. She
also enjoys playing street hockey and football
with students outside of school, hanging out in
Old Town, fishing in the Potomac River, and
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THE ALL

THANK YOU!

. NIGHT GRADUATION CELEBRATION COMMITTEE AND THE WEST POTOMAC CLASS
OF 2006 1S GRATEFUL TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND BUSINESSES THAT HAVE

CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING THIS FUN-FILLED, ALCOHOL AND DRUG FREE EVENT SUCH A
MEMORABLE EVENING. WE REALLY COULDN'T HAVE DONE I'f WITHOUT YOU!

PATRONS -~ BONNMIE RIVKIN-CALDWELL BANKER REALTOR. DOMINION SURVEYORS, INC., DON
BEYER VOLVO AND SUBARU. FT. HUNT PLUMBING, INC.. FORT HUNT SPORTSMEN, HOLLIN HALL
AUTOMOTIVE, MOUNT VERNON NURSING AND REHAB CENTER. SCOOPF GRILL, STG., INC., VILLAGE
HARDWARE. WEST POTOMAC HIGH SCHOOL PTSA.

SPONSORS - BELLE HAVEN WOMEN'S CLUB, CABI COLLECTION-CHERYL HIGGINS. DELANOG
DEMOLITION SERVICES, INC.. FIVE GUYS, FORT BELVOIR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, HERITAGE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HYBLA VALLEY NURSERY. IN STITCHES NEEDLEWORK. INC.. MASTER
ROOFING & SIDING. INC., MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE, MOUNT VERNON ROTARY CLUB. MT.

CAILVARY BAPTIST CHURCH. PINTO CONTRACTORS, LLC, REGENT COMPANY. LLC, SHERWOOD ‘
FALL PHARMACY, STRATFORD LANDING CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION. TODOS SUPERMARKET, TRAVELERS
MOTEL, WICKS SPORTS LETTERING, INC.

FRIENDS - AQUATIC ADVENTURES SCUBA ACADEMY, BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH, CINTRON SAFE & LOCK CO.. CIRCUIT CITY.
DALE PHOTO AND IMAGING CENTER. FORT HUNT ANIMAL HOSPITAL. HUGHES ORTHODONTICS. MT. VERNON EVENING LIONS
CLUB. PREFERRED MANAGEMENT SERVICES. INC.. SCOOPS GRILL. SHOPPERS FOOD WAREHOU&E SIGNAL OFFICER WIVES CLUB,

TIPPY'S TACO HOUSE. WAYNEWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTSA

And a special thanks to WPHS parents and friends who generously contributed to this event -

Amy Avcock, Annabel and Michael Baer, Linda and Rick Bitzer, Stan and Rita Blacker, Owen and Deborah Blair, Rebecca Bostick, Col. And Mrs,

Alan J. Boykin, Joe and Barbara Bradley, Diane and Chnis Brody, Susan and Paul Cambon, Blanca and Hugo Castellon, Lucy Civitello and Howard
Cohen, Ellen and Dolly Cleary, Monica Crimmins, Gale and Thomas Curcio, Laurie Cushman and Rusty Luhring, Tuan Dang, Beth and Dan Davenport,
Melody Davis, Maribeth Decker. the Delano Family, Paul and Kathy Dickson, B. General and Mrs. Joseph Dunford, Jr,, Dr. Robert and Ana Dunn, Leah
Dymek, Lynn and John Eiseman, Juana and Femando Fernandez, Louis and Laura Genuario, Frank and Conme Gerow, Susanne and John Grant, Ruth
Hoehne, Regina and John Howell, Carmen and Miguel Huaman, Mary Ellen and Frank Kane, Michael Kessler, Jim Klein and Elisabeth Lardner, Carole
and Jim Kuhn, Cindy and Gene Laporta, Carrie and Rick Leveridge, Libby and Steve Lord, Alicia Lupton, Carolyn and Robert Maddox, Patt and Miles

: “indy McAlexander, Amra and John McCormuck, Peggy and Richard McFarland, Peter and Susan McVety, Suzie Meeks, Leida
Mendoza, Murphy Family, Deborah Norris, Tom Pardini and Cheryl Ellsworth, Eric and Rosanne Penningroth, Gerry and Lew Pratsch, Nancy and Alan
Pryor, Linda T. Puller, Dominique Ravelo-Napoli, Patrick and Stasia Rhoads, Tom and Norma Roberts, Paul and Debra Rogers, Diane and Alan Schaum,
the Seward Family, Baird and Marcia Smith, Nelson Smith and Teresa Barry, Theodore and Karen Stone, Tom and Gail Swinson, Jaqueline Thomas and
Antoine Roberts, Pam and Bruce Tinker. Elizabeth Triplett, Jean and John Trouton, Donna and Frank Tse, Nick Wasilewski and Trish Fineran, Kathy and |
Eric Wesiblatt, Ann and Dwight Wemecke, Mary and Ellis Whitby, Jeffrey P Winbourne, Bev and Alison Withers, Beverly and Richard Wong.

1 2 Tuesday, June 13, 2006

The Wire



