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Callie Jacobs prepares to embark for her SHOUT intershih at National Geographic by buying a MetroRail ticket.

Clare Palo & Laura Jacobs
Style Editor and News Editor

“You make me want to SHOUT,” is a line seniors are singing
right about now: With summer fast approaching; students are
getting antsy, classes are thinning down, and SHOUT is taking
over the senior class of 2011, Students Helping Others United
Together (SHOUT) initiated at West Potomac last year and is
here to stay. The progtam, named by parent Jim Fishel, was cre-
ated to “teach [West Potomac] students a sense of giving back
to the community through volunteering,” explained business
teacher, Marilyn Moore. And an added bonus? Seniors who get
approved for SHOUT are granted access to leave school two
weeks early as a reward for their warm hearts for community
service.

Do not be fooled. This may sound like a sweet deal, but stu-
dents are required to work fifty hours of community setvice, or
service learning, within the two weeks. However, the progtam
has become more structured in the application and reflection
process than last year. SHOUT begins June 3rd and ends June
16th. Calculate it, and thar is around five hours per day. This two

week span can include concentrated time ot spread out houts.
“Students will be able to experience the joy of giving back to the
community. This is truly a practice that allows seniors to initiate,
to demonstrate, and to complete beliefs that they have,” com-
mented Moore. Volunteers ate required to satisfy the fifty hours
with a proposed application specifying the organization of their
choice. Also, a permission slip signed by all seven teachers,
counselor, administrator, and parent or guardian. They pledge
to fulfill the requirements in a timely and otganized mannet.

To help them decide on their chosen organization there ate a
pre-approved list of activities listed on the West Potomac web-
site and on Blackboard. If a student has the longing to build a
house for Habitat for Humanity, organize a walk for the home-
less, or help relief victims through the Red Cross or Club Red,
they can happily do so. In addition, seniors are required to cre-
ate a reflection piece about their specific SHOUT experience
after the community service is complete. This reflection can be
achieved in many ways that show their creative and caring side.
The application details numerous ideas for students. They can
represent their fifty hour projects by You-Tube, a postet boatd,

Get the Flex out of West Potomac

Leigh Orleans
Focus Editor

“There is nothing wrong with change, if itis in the right direc-
tion,” said Winston Churchill. Thete have been many recent
developments made to our school in an attempt to make West
Potomac a better place for students to get a sufficient education.
Now we can add another amendment to that list.

Next year, the administration plans to get rid of Flex or rotat-
ing “B” petiod at the end of every B day. The replacement will
be an advisory petiod in the time slot of fourth period this year.
A teacher will be assigned a group of randomly chosen students
that will number approximately twenty. The administration’s
hope is to enable students to remain in this advisory teacher’s
class throughout their entire high school career. This would
allow the teacher to monitor the group of student’s progress
as well as develop a relationship with them. The tighter bond
between teacher and student will allow the teachet to give them
more relevant academic advice.

The ninety minute block will be divided into two sections,
similar to the current Flex period. The first section will be a

mandatory thirty minute reading or enrichment time, and the
second section will be a time in which students can either work
or travel into another teacher’s classroom. If a student is failing
one or more classes, they will be tequired to visit that teacher
or teachers in order to make up their work. There will be a
“scheduler” who helps students plan which classes they will flex
into each B day. d

However, many students believe that the thirty minute required
reading time will take away opportunities for them to work with
their teachers. Sophomote Sophia Passacantando added, “The
required reading block gives us less time to spend on getting
grades up, completing assignments, or finishing make-up work.”
The same opinion was shared amongst students who already
take time at home to read and do not need the mandatory block
of reading, Students often feel that reading is entichment that
can be completed during their own leisure time and because
teachers require class time for lessons; the plan to mix the two
into one class period makes students apprehensive about the
future.

Other student opposition is entirely against the new proposal.
“T think eliminating flex is 2 bad idea because it is the only time
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Eugepae for Latin

Clare Palo
Style Editor

Two hundred and eight students have enrolled in
Latin classes at West Potomac for next year, up from
sixty-four students in the 2007-2008 school year. Is it
because of the beloved Latin teacher Robert Rigby,
their despetate need to bring-up SAT scores, or their
craving fot the toga-gladiator-Roman-Greek life? The
answer: All of the above.

The Latin language program at West Potomac, cre-
ated by Rigby, only launched four short years ago and
is rapidly growing. In the first year a mere four sec-
tions (classes) were created, and the number of sec-
tions has doubled since. The increase in the number
of students entolling has created the need for Jona-
thon Shey, this year’s new Latin teacher. Shey teaches
Latin part-time at West Potomac and Falls Church
High School, allowing him to instruct beginning stu-
dents in Latin 1 and 2. Rigby’s experience with the
program gave him the opportunity to teach higher
level classes, such as Latin 3, 4, and AP Latin.

Due to the tremendous increase in enrollment, West
Potomac teachers collaborated with Catl Sandburg
staff to create a rare opportunity for Sandburg stu-
dents. “There was so much intetest [in the program)|
that two sections of Latin will be offered at Sandbutg
next year!” exclaimed Shev. In past years, Carl Sand-
burg did not even offer Latin. “Most high schools
have Latin at the middle schools that feed into them.
Tt was only natural for us to see if there was any inter-
est at our feeder middle school,” explained Shey.

The opportunity for Carl Sandburg students to
take Latin in middle school gives them the advantage
that many language students embrace-- to create a
well-rounded résumé for college, or to enhance their
knowledge of other cultures. Beginning Latin at the
middle school level allows a student to easily complete
four or five years of Latin study before continuing
on to college. Forty students are expected to earoll
in Latin 1 next year at Sandburg, creating two whole
sections of eager students. The Latin classes will be
open to 7th and 8th graders, a relatively new oppor-
tunity for college credit seeking-students. Junior and
Latin 3 student, Sam Ludovici, began Latin his fresh-
man year, and would have jumped at the chance to
take it in middle school. He specifically chose Latin
because of its unique nature, “T am interested in the
English language, and although English is a Germanic

; Phoo courtesy of Sonia Garkyaragi
Robert Rigby is known for instructing his
Latin classes with an optimistic attitude.
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Senior EICs reflect on their time on theWire Staﬁ

; Camille DiFolco
A: Hahaha. Q: Describe your high school experience in one word. A: O-V-E-R

A: Hanging out with Emily  ; What is your favorite Wire memory?  A: Getting takeout food at layout.
Smith and Alex Fabrizio. :

A: Knowledge about writing. ~ Q: What is one thing you plan on taking to college? A: Emily Woods and Norris Brooks.
A: T am looking forward to the Q: What are you looking forward to most about next year?  A: I'm looking forward to

independence and the fast food. everything about college: the classes, the people, living away from home.
A: I was constantly called Eliza- Q: Describe your funniest moment at West Potomac.  A: Watching Mr. Feinstein perform
beth because I look more like an a sound-poem. Ask him about it.
Elizabeth than I do an Emily. ot oy o s M :
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play nice with others,
d follow me .on Iwitter:

@justbeingdillo
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