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School policy changes: Rumor or fact?
Principal-Case talks with The Wire to confirm or deny policy changes

Staff Photo

Principal Alex Case meets with the staff of The Wire to discuss potential policy changes at West Potomac.

Taylor Haas

Reporter

“OMG, did you hear? Next
* years freshmen are going to
have four years of gym! I hear
there’s going to be exira Fine
Arts credits added too. Those

poor incoming freshmen
won't have an open elective
until their SENIOR YEAR!
They’re going to fail AP World

too, once the school gets rid of .

World History and Geography.
Same with Physics 1. 'm glad
we'e not incoming freshmen!”

Rumors like those above have
circulated throughout  the
grapevine of West Potomac’s
hallways for years, leading to
unneeded stress and even a
wild goose chase as students
have attempted to root out the

truth about possible changes
related to available classes and
graduation requirements. The
most common rumors this
year include a four-year gym
requirement, one addition-
al fine arts requirement, and

'~ the removal of World Histo-

1y, Geography, and Physics 1
from the course offeririgs list.
There has also been talk of the
school restricting the number
of transfer students, increasing
class size, changing to a later
school start time, and limiting
teachers to assigning no more
than 30 minutes of homework
per class per week.

The question everyone is
asking: how much validity is

‘behind these rumors? In a re-

cent panel interview with The
Wire, West Potomacs newly
appointed principal Alex Case
answered questions about
some of the unsubstantiated
information from the grape-
vine, clarifying what is fact
versus rumor and speculation.

Many rumors relate to actions
that would be taken. by the
school as a way to save money,
such as increasing the average

classroom size or cutting class-
es from the list of course offer-

~ ings. It is true that in the 2014-

2015 school year there will be
an average class size increase
of 1 student across the board
for all Fairfax County high
schools. Case noted that this
is a compromise solution in
the new proposed budget, and
that several other actions will
be taken to avoid even higher
class size increases.

The largest change will be
the likely removal of summer
school from West Potomac,
an action that will save the
school about $100,000, which
is the cost of the program af-
ter tuition paid by students to
attend. Explainirig the decision
further, Case told the panel “T
asked myself: Do I want class
sizes [to be] an average of 35
[students] or do we want to
take the pain in summer?”

Students who need to re-
cover failed credits will still be
able to do so by taking summer
school classes at West Spring-
field High.

Continued on page 8

The rise of “Cyber Dangers” on social media sites

Rebecca Tamblyn
Reporter

The Internet is both a bless-
ing and a curse for American
teenagers. This technology has
opened doors for new forms of
education and instant knowl-
edge, but has also harmed a
whole generation in multiple
ways. Do the dangers of the
Internet -- identity theft, cy-

_ berbullying, and even abduc-
tion -- outweigh its positive
elements? Before you throw
your laptop or smartphone out
the window, you can protect
yourself with good planning,
discerning judgment, and an-
ti-virus software you can still
continue to reap the many val-
ues of technology. :

Identity theft includes the
use of any personal infor-
mation, such as student ID
number, bank account infor-
mation, social security num-
ber, drivers license number
by someone other than your-
self, and it doesn’t only affect

adults. Teens may even be
more likely to have their iden-
tities stolen due to how much
more they use online social
networking websites, and be-
cause of their lack of education
in the area of Internet safety.
Anyone who has had their
identity stolen can attest for
it being a very unpleasant and
difficult thing to deal with. “Tt
really screwed up everything”
says freshman Cassie Crotzer
after her parents experienced
identity theft. Most important

step in preventing your per-

sonal information-from being
stolen is to simply be careful.
Use caution when you post on
Twitter, Facebook, and Insta-
gram. Make sure that you don’t
include any personal informa-
tion in your comments and
posts, even if your account is
private. Even with restrictions
on an account once something
is on the Internet, it can nev-
er be taken away. Social media
sites can vary in their defini-
tion of ‘private’ accounts. Be

-

sure that as you are creating
a new account you read the
terms and conditions of the

‘website. The small print of ac-
tually how restricted your ‘pri- -

vate’ account can be to others
may not be what you think it

_is.

Cyberbullying is a major is-
sue in our society. Cyberbully-
ingincludes any abuse towards
someone with the through the
Internet. We all have seen or
experienced some kind of In-
ternet based bullying before,
whether it was through social
networking, e-mail, or text
message. Due to the fact that
anyone can post anonymous
comments on the Internet,
cyberbullying is a big rising
threat for teens of today. “I
think people who cyberbul-
ly are too scared to confront
people face to face] says ju-
nior Sabrina Bishop, “People
who do it are cowards” adds a
West Po senior. Because of the
availability of technology all
throughout the day, it is nearly

impossible for the bullied stu-
dent to escape their tormen-
tors. With proper measures to
keep kids safe on the Internet
most of these situations could
be prevented. Another method .
of protecting teens is to stand
up against the bullies, and

helping the bullied student un-

- derstand that they are import-

ant and valued. The effects of
cyberbullying include depres-
sion, lack of self-esteem, and
possibly suicide.

Continued on page 8
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Identity theft and cyberbullying have become major issues on
social media sites like Facebook and Twitter.
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Need to escape Alexandria? D.C. is the perfect place to run to
and it’s just a Metro ride away. Despite what most students
think, D.C.is not only monuments and crappy touristfood. Our
[“Yeledicated Wolverine found some hidden gems in our nation’s
© 4 - capital and has made sure they are up to Wolverine standards.
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Chinatown has lots of mterestmg food and great
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START HERE!
Start your journey at Huntington Metro.
The best way to ride is with a SmarTrip

card, which costs five dollars. The plastic

n “card will last a long time and you'll get a

reduced ticket price.















STUDENT LIFE

- Joseph & Erin

Richards oo Conway

What is your favorite memory? , .
E: We had to work really late one night and after we got off we went out to eat with our coworkers.
Then | drove him home and we ended up just sitting in my car talking until like three in the morning,
~ just getting to know each other. ;
J: There are too many great memories for me to name just one.

What did you do together for Valentines Day?

E: We went sledding in the morning with his friend, and then that night he took me out to Landini
Brothers for a late dinner. Afterwards, we went back to his house and watched a movie.

J: We went to a restaurant in Old Town and then we went home and watched some movies

What is your favorite thing about the other person?

E: Not many people have the same sense of humor as | do, but he does, which is great
because we are always making each other laugh.

J: Her sense of humor and how pretty she is.

What is one thing you and Erin agree on?
J: We agree she is better looking than me.

What is one thir'\g you and Joseph disagreé about?
E: He'thinks he’s better than me when we play pool, which is not true. I'm so much better.
| have a pool table in my garage and | always win when we play.

What was your first date?

~ E: We went to Noodles and Company, | think. | remember he made me laugh because
we were getting up to go and he spilled his food all over the floor.

J: We went to the movies.

What is the most challenging thing about being a senior in a relationship?

E: | think just worrying about college and not knowing where we are both going to be in the
fall. We both applied to UMW, but we still don’t know exactly where we are going.

- J: Definitely deciding where to go to college.

Passion for Fashion: Kaitlyn Crosby sz

As | was looking around the
hallways one day, searching

for a fashion muse, sophomore
" Kaitlyn Crosby caught my_eye.
As a true fashionista, she ap-
plies three types of style to her
wardrobe: the “girly girl,” “skater
chic,” and the “fan girl.”

Kaitlyn says her personal girly
style is “embodying what | feel
girls represent. Elegance, beau-
ty, and coolness!” The girly style
is something | see in a lot of
female students’ ensembles.
They wear tops in gorgeous and
graphic prints and throw simple
jackets over their outfits. For-
ever 21 carries a lot of clothing
in this style with quite the se-
lection of bags, tank tops, and
jewelry. They have many pieces
that would work for other styles
as well, but Kaitlyn only shops

from the ‘80s as well. something you like or love.” Any
It isn’t as popular now 'as shirt with a band on it, or a TV
it was in the early 2000s, or movie reference can be con-
but it's still relevant in sidered part of the fan style. The
the fashion world. “My store_Hot Topic is a great shop-
go-to stores for skate ping option because they have
clothes are DrJays. a great variety. “When | want
com and Tillys.com. to show off my love for ‘Doctor
With the skater look its  Who,’ I'll wear my shirt from Am-
not hard to look awe- azon, my TARDIS earrings, my
some but somehow lanyard that says ‘bow ties are
everyone who wears cool’, and I'll keep my fake sonic
it stands out in their screwdriver in my backpack.”
own awesome way.”

for-her girly choices online.
“I do most of my shopping |
online anyways. | even
taught my parents
how to shop online
so all | have to do
is send them my
wish list.” Kait-
lyn manages to
infuse her own
personality into this
classic girly style.

Kaitlyn also loves to work

the skater chic style, and
she proves that you don't
necessarily need a talent

for skateboarding to make it
look good. “This style is sim-
ilar to a male skateboarder
but mine adds a feminine
touch.” The skater look was
popularized in the ‘90s but
there are slight influences

. _ Kaitlyn Crosby is the embodi
The third style Kaitlyn ment of the fashion trifecta. He
i claims is an unusual fabulous girly style makes all the
one, even for fashioni- fashionistas swoon in delight
stas. “The fan style is her edgy yet feminine skate
considered new but style is a look all her own, an
people are really her fan girl style shows she’ll de
starting to recognize whatever it takes to show tha
it. It is using your she’sa “No. 1" fan.
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