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Keeping the Secret: New Website Helps Silent Teens Save Lives

Kate 0’Connor
News Editor

Experts say that before school shootings, teen
suicides, or destructive activities, students often
confide in each other. Although adolescents are
hesitant to report threats or suspicious behavior to
the authorities by saying nothing, they risk allowing
a disaster to occur. New confidential web sites that
send anenymous tips to school security offer hope
to troubled youth.

According to a Gallup youth survey, in four out
of five school shootings, the investigation reveals
that the attacker told his ot her plans to someone,
48% of students admit to hearing a bomb threat
at their school. 23% say that they are afraid to go
to school because they fear for their own safety.

“At our school, you don’t hear very many threats,
but there are people who joke about suicide all the
rime,” said junior Kinsey Cunningham. “Maybe
they’re saying it sarcastically, but really mean it
We might regret it if we don't listen.” As long as
students are unwilling to tell authotides what they
see or hear in the hallways, preventing violence
or illegal activites is an almost impossible job for
security. “It is our job to make school an inviting,
welcoming and safe environment,” said guidance
counselor Kyistin Wiley. “T want students to know

Girls Protect Themselves
with the HPV Vaccine

all T could see was white then pain,
It was date rape” The principal
immediatelyemailed her backwith
advice. The student remained
anonymous,
but

that they can come and see me for anything, and
it always scares me when I hear them say that they
feel they can’t”

Luckily, technology is keeping up with growing
violence in our society. Ancomm.com is a new web
site that wotks directly with school administrations
and counselors so that students can correspond with
themn through the website. The communication is
encrypted to ensure anonymity. Ancomm.com will
contact the principal, teacher, or administrator for
a student so that he or she can report the problem.
The web site’s slogan is “Talk about it,” in hopes
that this medium will give teens a comfortable
environment for addressing and solving their
problems.

Among the facts and message boards on the
website is a list of success stories containing real
emails from students to their administration.
The emails cover just sbout every problem
imaginable. The student’s issues include
drugs, date tape, eating disorders,
pregnancy, teacher problems, cheating,
bomb threats and suicide, “T went to a
party. Yup, innocent me went,” wrote
one anonymous student. ... Well, John
said this drink he gave me would take
me to heaven. I guess it did because
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Sophomore Daniel Elias is more likely to confide in sophomore Shayla Diggs
about a school shooting, rather than telling the proper authorities.

Study Shows High Schoolers

Devon Cain

Wire Reporter
“I got it because it prevents cervical cancer. It
seems like one less thing to worry about,” said
senior Molly Weisblatt. In June, the federal
government approved Gardasil, a vaccine that
protects against four human papilloma wirus
(HPV) types, and suggested that it be given to

girls /women ages nine o twenty-six,

There are about forty types of HPV, a
common vitus passed on thtough genital
contact, which can infect the genital areas of
men and women. Some HPV types cause no

Currently it is not known whether
the vaccine is effective in boys
or men. However, studies are
now being done to find out if
the vaccine wotks to prevent
HPV infecdon and disease in
males. When more information
is available, this vaccine may be
licensed and recommended for
boys/men as well.

The FDA licensed the HPV
vaccine as safe and effective for
females. It has been tested in over
eleven thousand gitls/women (ages 9-
26) around the wotld. These studies |
have shown no serious side effects,
the most common being soreness
at the injection site. Senior Theresa i
How-Yew-Kin said, “T'm scared. What ||
if there are side effects 1 don’t know f';
about? [The wvaccine] has not been '-

/suipzens n

symptoms while other types can cause cervical
cancer in women and other types can cause
genital warts in men and women.

Ideally, females should get the vaccine
before they becomie sexually active. The
vaccine does not treat existing HPV infections,
genital warts, or cancers. This is because the
vaccine is most effective for those who have

are Unprepared for College.

Mariya Ilyas
News Editor

It is senior yeat, and that nasty disease
has begun to make its appearance:
senioritis. Once in college, students find
it hard to worry about anything, But with
new studies that show many students are
not ready to handle college curriculums
or life, slacking off might just mirn into a
disaster down the road.

“Data from the nation’s two leading
college entrance exams, the SAT and
the ACT, show that many high school
graduates zte not prepared to succeed
academically in college,” reported Ray
Suarez on Angust 30, 2005 on NewsHour.

Are high schools not doing enough
or ate colleges expectng too much? “T
think that a lot of colleges have come to
see that times have changed and some

Although students are taking challenging
coutses to get /v college, it seems that
they are nort really paying attention to the
curriculum itself.

Sleeping at one or two in the morning
and cramming for tests often gets passing
grades in AP classes. Admissions to fine
colleges are very important, but even
mote important is sweceeding in them.
When asked if he was ready for college,
Fahema said, “In a sense, yes, because I’'m
taking AP courses and have a general idea
of how courses [in college] will be like”

“[Students] are not with the fgorous
course work; they are not with the
reading skills. And so while they are ready
fot college in terms of their attitude, they
are not academically prepared in large
numbers,” said Freeman Hrabowski,
president of the University of Maryland

not been exposed to any of the four HPV
types it covers. “1 think itis a good idea, just to
be safe. I have had one dose [of the vaccine],
I still have two more to go,” said junior Cindy
MacPherson. The vaccine is given over a sixth
month period in series of three shots at a cost
of $360.

A bill requiring all girls entering middle
school to be vaccinated for the sexually
transmitted virus passed the Virginia House
of Delegates. The bill was amended to give
parents the right to review information about
the vaccine and exempt their daughters. The
Virginia Senate unanimously passed a similar
bill, but without the provision of the parental
Opt—out_

around for long” The vaccinations for
Virginia middle school gitls would not
be mandatory until the 2009 school yeat,
s0 supporters argue that gives sufficient
time to study any possible side effects
before vaccination becomes required.
“My mom wants me to [get the HPV
vaccination]. I think it is a good idea,” said
junior Haley Mertins.

Debate surrounds the bill as opposing
conservatives and parents’ rights groups
around the counfry say the requirement would
condone premarital sex. Weisblatt said, “T don’t
think the marketing of this drug has anything
to do with sex. [t is a good way of preventing a

See HPV, page 7

colleges understand that. It all depends
said senior

on the admissions process,”
Hasan Fahema.

Teachers feel they are well
preparing students for the rigors
of college academics, “I can
only comment on the students
I have seen. 1 think the majority
of the students I have had in my
classes as sophomores will be
ready for college by their senior
yeat. Certainly, the seniors | have
seen in my AP Chemistry classes
are ready,” said AP Chemistry
teacher Garry Relton.

See Students Not Ready , page 6
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College work seriously worries junior Paul
Disselkoen and sophomore Forrest Wilson.
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Leprechauns and Pots of Gold: This Holiday 1s So Old

Typical. Another forced imposition of Christianity on the people of the world. I am, of
coutse, expressing my utter dislike of Saint Patriclds Day. Because it is absolutely necessary
to have a holiday in every month, for retail purposes, Saint Pat’s Day causes the entire month
of March to be dripping with green and clovers. Since when was throwing leaves around an

acceptable decoration tactic?
Saint Patrick was the patron saint of Ireland in the fourth ceatury. He drove out
pagan ritals and brought Christianity to Ireland. He would probably be
ecstatic to know that his day is marked by disproportionate amounts of
donking, jigpng, and general sinning,

Besides increased Lucky Charm cereal consumption, elementary

school students everywhere are subject to violent pinching and
nightmarish accounts of rich, preedy leprechauns. Sophomore Neil
Butke, a definite leprechaun believer as a kid, remembers building
leprechaun traps. The lies told to him and children like him
about the existence of small green creatures probably scarred

- A RANT FOR ADDING AN-
. OTHER SECURITY GUARD.

A Rave for the winners at
the science fair!

; A RaVe fFor Varsity boys basket-

A RANT FOR NO ball for making it to regionals!
DISCRETE MATH NERT
VEAR, ARave for the winhers of the
gcholastic Art competition.
Junior Jeremy Bogdah woh 5
awards, more thah the entire

state of Jtah!

A RANT FOR COMING TO
SCHOOL ON MONDAY,

Corrections From Last Issue

In the story “Gooly Gids,” it was said that the
singer of the song “Girls” was Mario C, when it

If you have a correction for The Wire, please
submit it to room 418 or e-mail it to kelcy.

for life.

Senior Nick Spataro was frequently exposed to violence. “Everytime someone pinched m
for not wearing green, I would say “MY EYES ARE GREEN!” I used to fight with peop!
over it,” he said.

Among the misconceptions tied to Saint Patrick’s Day are the stereotypes. that the Iris
are pugnacious swaggering troublemakers. “Tt’s sad, actually”
said Burke. “T hate how nen-Irish people claim they’re 1tish™
He went on to lament the overcommercialization of Saint
Patricl’s Day. “Valentine’s Day commercializes love, Christmas
commercializes Jesus, and Saint Patrick’s Day commercializes
the entire Itish race”

So, have fun this March 17, eating pold coms and wearing
ridiculous plastic leprechaun hats. Make sure you search for a
pot of gold under a rainbow as well. Who knows, maybe they
do exst.

Making a Difference in D.C.

Dear Editor,

I recently participated in the annual lobby day concemning 2 woman’s
right to choose in Richmond. For most of the day, we went around and
spoke to Virginias delegates, senators, and their aids. We also attended both
the student rally and the main rally Afterwards, two frends and myself
wete invited to the NARAL Roe ». Wade 34" anniversary dinner. It was an
a.stounding experiencel Speakers included US. Senators Ben Cardin, Debbie
Stabenow, Kirsten Gillibrand, and NARATL president Nancy Keenan. For an
even greater honor, after the speeches were finished, Nancy Keenan came
over to our table and thanked my friends and I for coming. After spending
the day talking to the elected officials who will be making these important
decisions that concern us all, I really felt like a true citizen. It isn’t that hard
to make a difference. You just have to take enough time and care to see what
you can do and get out there. People tend to be pretty impressed when they
see young people like ourselves who care enough to make an effort. I find
that when 1 show that it matters to me, people tend to listen. Anyone can do
it. We are so lucky to be living so near the capital, where so much is going on!

*There is always something that all of us can do. We just have to do it.

Freshman, Alison Stevens

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Let-

was actually Ad-rock pierre@fcps.edu ter to the Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander, or e-mail us
at: kelcypierre@fcps.edu. All submissions become property of The Wire
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The Left Hand Shall Rule the Land

Taylor Dankmyer
Managing Editor

Left-handets are the best in all the land. However, only eight
to fifteen percent of the adult population is lefr-handed. People
wonder why there are not mote left-handers. Well, it is simple. There
only can be so many great people in the wotld.

Look at the left-handers of the past. Babe Ruth, the greatest
baseball player of all time, was left-handed. Then there is superstat
president Bill Clinton; yes, he is left handed too! So is Osama Bin
Laden! Ok, maybe that was not the best example.

Alan Searleman from St. Lawrence University found
that there were more left-handed people with 1Qs |8
over 140 than right-handed people. Isaac Newton,
Albert Einstein, and Benjamin Franklin were all left- |8
handed, point proven. B

“The anomaly is left-handed people make up the
extremely gifted and the extremely compromised,
the test of us make up the middle ground” said
William Hopkins, a psychologist at Emory University.

Not only that, but we are obviously good fighters.
Because most people are right-handed, they are used to fighting
right-handers. This gives leftics the element of surprise. Watch out
for that left hook.

The other great thing about being left handed is because we have
to use our right hand a lot, we are a lot better using out right hand

Photo by Kenneth Llewellyn

than righties are at using their left hand. Advantage: Lefties,

" Like it or not right-handers, left-handers are so much better.
Being right handed is no fun. I would rather cut off my tight arm
than be converted to tight-handedness.

Still skeptical huh? Jay Leno, Bruce Willis, Jerry Seinfeld, Paul
McCartney, Keanu Reeves and Oprah Winfrey are all left handed
as well. Oprah is the goddess of talk shows, McCartney is the lead
singer of the most popular pop tock band of all time, and Seinfeld
was the main character of one of the greatest sitcoms of all timel!
And Bruce Willis” lefr-handedness combined with
glaring stares cause his enemies in fictional movyies
| to fear him. Heck, even the two editors in chief of
|| this award winning paper are lefties!

Even left-handed batsmen in cricket have an
advantage. Scientists who studied the cricket Wotld
Cup found left-handers players hit more runs, and
batted longer.

However, we have been discriminated against in
the past. Throughout kindergarten, I always had
to use the right-handed scissors. The result was
hottible cut-outs posted on the walls of our classroom for all to
laugh at. ) :

Also, the desks in our school’s Kogelman Theatre are made for
right-handers. For left-handers, this is incredibly uncomfortable and
hard to use. I demand equality for the left-handers of this nationl

Foreign Cars Are Raising the Bar

Alex Keckeisen
Elditor-in- Ci;:g’

Back in 1995, a movie called Tozmy Boy,
starring Chris Fatley, was released in theatres.
The basic plot is Farey’s character going
across the country selling brake pads to
auto patts stores to help save his late fathet’s
company, because without the company, the
whole town of Sandusky, Ohio goes undet.

What was then a comedy is now a reality
for US. automakets, as they struggle to
lessons to today’s American automakers, and
with these valuable quotes from the movie
and explanations, they may be able to get the
hint to get back in the game.

“That’ll keep up the re-sale value.”

One of the reasons that Japanese brands
are winning over American buyers is theit
reliability. Honda was rated as having one of
the best re-sale values by Forber magazine,
and continues to take that rating all the way
to the bank. Yes, American car parts can
be found dirt cheap just about

* anywhere, but who really wants
to tepair their car every othet
week when a Honda requires
little maintenance?

“A guarantee is omly as
good as the man who writes
it.”

Warranties, watranties,
warranties. They ate what make
a buyer want something. This
ties into the reliability issue,
because when consumers have reliable
cars, repairs for dealers to fix vehicles drop
like flies on a black light. They give the
consumer 2 sense of secutity knowing, when
something breaks, it will not be coming out
of their pocket book. '

“If this company goes undet, this whole
‘town goes undet.”

With the big three American car companies
(GM, Ford, and Chrysler) looking like the
dumb brother, American automakers will
most likely have to cut thousands of jobs,
in turn hurting the economy. Without these

Photo

companies, out country will no longer be 2
dominant figare in the world of business. I
am in no way implying that the country will
cease to exist, but it will hurt the economy.
“] have a guarantee to the American
worker.”

many of these test-drivers who liked the
vehicle changed their minds. And now, that |
patticular brand is extinct.

“Watch and learn.” .

Recently, Ford and Toyota met in Tokyo
to discuss possible coopetation of the two

Back in the heyday
of American cars,
when competition
was between the three
giants of GM, Ford,

An_lerican automakers
better have a plan for
2007.

brands. One thing
that could help the
struggling Ford
Motor Company is
consultations  and
oversight from the

companies offered amazing retirement plans.
Back then, it laoked to be the best idea ever,
but now it is costing these companies. A few
thousand dollats out of each GM car sold
last year was lost to the retirement plans,
showing that they obviously care about their
employees. Tf there is one thing that makes
someone want to buy a car that does not
actually have to do with the car itself, that
is it.

“T've been buying parts from Callahan since I
hung up my shingles, but
I don’t like you, probably

unhappy little man, and
you treat people like they
were idiots.”

Plain and simple, people
do not lile American cars.
It is their engines, their
design, their dealess, and
their reliability. A lot of
people just do not like the
brands being sold today
because of these problems. Shaping up and
redoing the brand as a whole could be the
only way to save these ailing companies.

The now defunct Oldsmobile brand,
owned by General Motors, was hurting
primarily because of their name. When they
began creating 2 new cat, the Aurora, they
removed all Oldsmobile brandings from
the car. When they let consumers test drive
the car, potential buyers wete satisfied with
the vehicle and many said they would buy
it. But when told it was an Oldsmobile,

Ken Liewellyn

never will, You're a smoug, _

now dominant Toyota. This may seem
awkward to some, having the mumber two
and three global leaders in auto sales helping
each other, but it comes 2s no surprise to the
auto industry. Toyota has already ventured
into this arena, helping stabilize Porsche in
the 1990’s. Now, Porsche is one of the most
stable car companies in the world, thanks to
Toyota consultation.
“Fat guy in a little coat.”

The Ametican automakers are simply
hurting themselves by moving into car
classes that they do not belong in. They are
straying from what they are good at to level
out the sales field and using their great ideas
in the all wrong places. Truck chassis do not i
fit onto sedans, so why are US. carmakers
trying to make it work?

“Made by the American working man,
for the American working man.”

Toyota currently touts their Camry as the
top selling car in America. This is fact, but
Ford owns the crovn for best selling vebicle
with the F-seties, an American classic. This
truck is almost double what Camry’s sales
numbess look like. By sticking to selling
what they sell best while still competing in
other areas, such as sedans, Ford with the F
150 and Chevrolet with the Silverado will be
able to keep a leg up on the competition.

“I’ve got a plan.”

American automakers better have a plan
for 2007, ot the futute will look even worse
than 2006.

“Holy schneikes, it worked!”

Yes, it did, Tommy, yes, it did.
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Next Year, Take Some Chance:

Emily Kuhbach
Wire Reporter

Itis that time of year again, when bright-eyed counselors
invade our classrooms, arms loaded with important-looking
papers and booklets, smiles plastered on their faces. They
tell us it is time to make some decisions about next year
and, more importantly, our futures- all in the next few days.
They speak of options and choices, plans and preparation.
In 2 flourish, they have distributed all the
information we need to plan out our next
year of high school,

We open the main attraction: the course
sclection booklet. Our eyes widen at cach |
turn of the page; for the myriad of options
is overwhelming. Next year will be the year,
we think. It will be the year we finally sign
up for that elective we have always wanted to
take, whether it be Human Relationships or
Carrent Affairs, Auto Shop I or Sociology. In other words,
a fresh start.

Some of us enter the course selection process budding with
hope that the next year will be the year we finally take what
we really want to. This sense of limitless options makes us
feel as if we are in total control of our destinies. Imagine
it: the powet to take any class that our school offers (and it
does boast a wide variety,) We are very much on top of our
educational worlds.

Slowly, ovet time, however, this feeling starts to go away.
The first test; parents. Some recommend that we take that
fourth year of band, because consistency looks good to

colleges. And we want to be doctors, right? So, obviously,
AP Biology is the right choice over something frivolous like
Film Study- somiething we might really be interested in now.
Some patents promise us that all our options ate open, but
they do not really mean that. It would look better for the
future, they say, if we took this over that. But of course, it
is our decision, they claim. After all, it is our future (and
consequently our funeral.)

Then the counselors come into the
equation. (Obviously, I like math. Why
can't | take calculus next year? Why should
I take a language instead? Who cares if it
gives me a better shot of getting into...
oh, nevermind. That is another story) We
have private meetings with our counselors
to discuss The Future: what we want to do
when we get there and how we plan to get
there. But it would be nice if we went kind
of fast, since we ate on the clock and everything. So can we
outline our plans in the next three minutes? That would be
great.

For those of us who plan on going to college, and who,
more specifically, plan on going to a speajic college, this is
where those “endless options” turn out to really be quite
testricting,

They tell us that a fourth year of a language, music, ete.
looks better on a college application than pursuing something
new. Sure, you liked Spanish two years ago, but now you are
a little bit jaded. Is this your chance to finally take American
Sign Language? According to most advisers, do not even

Falling Off the
World’s Pedestal

The United States has become a target of

opposition and discontent among other conntries.

Grace Powell
Opinions Editor

America is not as popular as it used to be. In some
countries, America is now the target of hate and
contempt.

A poll released by BBC in late January, taken by 25
countries including the US, said, “The, number of
those who said the US was a positive influence in the
world fell in 18 nations polled in previous years”” The
statistic is due to many factors, one being our country’s
handling of global affairs, in that we cannot stay out
of them. The BBC poll found
that 73% of the people polled
were not in favor of the Iraqi war.
Many nations felt the Tragi war f
was simply too deep of a problem |
to dig into. In early February, f
Russian president Vladimir Putin
expressed his disdain for some of |
US policies, and said, “Primarily,
the United States has overstepped
its natdonal borders, and in evety area” Frankly,
reasons as to why anti-Ametican vibes are circulating

could fill a library. However, the BBC poll sums up the

controvetsy and said, “Across the 25 countries polled,
49% of respondents said the US played a matnly
negative role in the world.”

The root of anti-Americanism stems Etom a history
of opposition towards the US, starting with the
foundation of our nation in North America. As our
nation has tisen to be one of the most powerful in the
world, people have resented the grip America has on
world affairs.

Many people have 2 love-hate relationship towards
Ametica. For example, some people who claim to
hate America actively try to enter this country and

Photo by Brittany Catina

receive the benefits of freedom and opportunity.

Purthermore, Anti-Americanism is not limited to the

foreign nations who bash our country, it thrives within
Ametica amongst its own people. However, there will
always be something about this country that we dislike.
Qur allegiance lies underneath a nation founded on
the promotion of freedom, freedom to wave our flags
boldly if we want to.

~Though the 9/11 attacks clearly show that America
is not favored by some people, does the occasional
protest or burning of the American flag paint an ovetly
done picture of the issue? An article in the
Boston Globe said, “First, fewer people
around the globe hate the United States
| than might be imagined...What's more,
even where anti-Ametican senfiment is
: E high, people often express appreciation
|| for aspects of American society”
| Inessence, the reason why some people
hate our country comes down to the lives
we live and the politics our government is
governed by. People seethe at the Ametican culture,
Our philosophy is, “I can get what I want, when I want
it, and I dare you to try to stop me.” They look at the
cats in our driveways, the food in our refrigerators,
and the “trash” we throw away as a prime example
of our materialistic lifestyles. This misconception of
the United States is understandable, but unfortunate.
Yes, the United States is a place of wealth, greed,
and sometimes corruption. But this country has also
scen poverty, misfortune, and heartache, Yes, our
government can make poor decisions, but don’t we all?
America is disliked for many reasons, some reasonable
and some not. The issue comes down to something
we all learned a long time ago, don’t judge a book by
its cover.

think about it: “It’s much more bencficial to be consistent
It’s risky to take a chance on a new elective senior year... |
Spanish is so usefull” What they are really saying: Stick w
Spanish because it gives you a better chance of getting is
college. Better yet, take AP Spanish. After all, nothing p:
the application like another AP course.

Where does this madness begin? That day the counsele
walk into our classtooms, promising us boundless freedc
in picking fresh courses for the next yeat. But they canr
fool us; we know it is not true. If we want to get a cert:
place, there is only so much we can choose ourselves. T
rest is really decided for us before we even open that cous
booldet. So what is the point? We all say it is unfair, yet-
subsctibe to it because it is the only way we will get whe
we want to be.

But that is all about to change. Ttis easy to say take whates
you want, regardless of the consequences. T am quite awa
that it is a lot easier said than done; after all, you still want
go to a good school, right? You have to schedule in fight:
the system along with all those extracurriculars you stack
up on. But I hope we all strive to do one seemingly sm
thing, and that is to take at least one course purely because
Interests us. As long as we are studying at least one subje
we are truly interested in, any unbearable classes we 2
taking become 4 little easier.

Now is the time to make some changes. Let’s make tl
process truly an individual one. We cannot continue to tal
what other people think we should take, because in the en
we ate the ones stuck doing the homework.

a scale of 1 (least quula 105 ( most popular),

students rate our country’s popularity among other
nations.

Photo by Brit any Catina

A lot of the wotld likes our culture,
but dislikes us because of the war.

3

niesha Simmons

_ Photo by Brittany Catina_/
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Students Maddie Dahl (right) and Carly Matson (left) learn a unigue
and silent form of communication in American Sign Language class.

Our Wire reporters Caught up with the ten senior contestants and asked them:
1.Why do you deserve to be Mr. West Potomac?
2, What would you do to make West Potomac a better place?

Learning to be Heard

Without Words

Erin Burke
Wire Reporter

Walking down the language hallway,
a student can hear the many different
langnages that our school offers. That
is, until one walks past the American
Sign lLanguage classroom. All that
can be heard from the room is the
ait conditioner unit because all the
students ate silently communicating
with their hands.

Sign Langnage is a non-verbal lan-
guage that is taught to those who ate
hearing impaired or deaf Students
in the class, howevet, ate not neces-
sarily disabled in their hearing. For
example, sophomore Carly Matson
tool the class because her classmate
recommended it. She said, “T like it
because it is different. Everybody else
is talking, and we get to be completely
quiet and nobody knows what is go-
ing on.”

Over the past few yeats, the Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) class has
grown and develbped into a seti-
ous program, complete with its own
Honor Society, club, and t-shirts.
ASL teacher Ashley Hall said, “It
may surprse many, but ASL is more
frequently used than many would an-
ticipate. It is actually one of the most
common languages in Ametica, rank-
ing right up there behind English and
Spanish.”

Just like any language, ASL is not
universally used, it only wotks in
America. Other countries use dif-
ferent forms of sign language. For
example, there is different grammar
and vocabulaty in Britain and Austra-

Ametican Sign Language was de-
rived from the French Sigd TLanguage
by Thomas Gallaudet. Sign Language
is a completely visual language, where
eye contact is key to understanding
a conversation. The students learn
these concepts through classroom
activities, such as games and projects.
For example, students learn how to
sign figurative or metaphotical lan-
guage by signing to songs.

The class also allows students to
learn about and get involved in the
deaf community around our school
and in their neichborhoods. Addi-
tionally, Gallaudet University, which
is'a college for people with hearing
disabilities, is just twenty minutes
away in Washington, D.C. Hall said,

“This University provides us with an

abundance of opportunities to inter-
act with the Deaf community and
learn about the Deaf culture”

One such way students can become

involved in this community is through
programs sponsored by the ASL club,
For example, once a month, the club
holds 2 silent dinner or ASL centered
trip. During these events, the students
are expected to communicate solely
through their signing skills. Hall said,
“...these silent dinners help my stu-
dents improve their fluency and build
their vocabulaty”” A student does not
even need to be enrolled in the class
of be in the club in ordet to partici-
pate in these events.

The ASL program at our schc:-ol
has shined a light on this formetly
little-known language. The students
involved in the program have also
brought about awareness of the deaf
community in and around out area.
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Ian Shaw;

@hristian)Varkson)
Zodiac Sign: Aries
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Are High Schoolers Adequately
Prepared for College?
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“ YOU CAN NEVER BE THAT PREPARED FOR |
SOMETHING AS BIG AS COLLEGE, BUT YOU :
LEARN AND CAN DO WELL WHILE WORK~ _ |
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Sophomore, Clarice Medrano

“VES. H!GH SCHOOL
DEfINITELY PREPARES
US FOR COLLEGE. QUR
TEACHERS PUSH AND
TRAIN US FOR HARD
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I A RUDE AWAKENING,
%
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Senior, Amanda Walsh

Devon Cain
Wire Reporter

The Mt. Vernon Police station has received numerous
complaints by citizens living in the neighborhood
surrounding our schoolabout reckless and inappropriate
driving behavior.

Many of the complaints
statethedriversarestudents
who attend our school, as
the violations occur mostly
in the morning hours and
when school lets out in the
afternoon.

Officet Daryl Davis said,
“As the school tesource
officer for West Potomac,
it is not only my job
to enforce the laws of
Virginia, which include
traffic laws, but also to
educate students about
safe driving habits,”

Speeding on Cavalier Dtive and Quander Road is also
a major concern. “Disregarding the speed limit on these
roads has been a problem for a long time and it is still a
problem, The speed limit is twenty-five miles per hour.
It is a residential and a school district. There are no

Corner

cx;fcptions,” said Davis.

Officer Davis feels it is important to get the wo
out that the more complaints the police get, the mo
police enforcement there will be on the roads (increas:
traffic summons). .

Students are 2lso parking on Cavalier and jumpir

ovet the fences in order to get to and from school |
~ the morning and afternoo
Mz. Bill Haire said, “[Walkis
- through the yards] can |
- trespassing.”
. The parking lot is 2 probler
too. “Thete ate two maijs
concerns,” said Davis. “Tl
- first one concerns the doub
. yellow line issue in .l
afternoon, thete is two w
- traffic here and drivers can n
pass traffic on the left. We als
have the problem of speedir
on the straightaway behir
the Springbank building” O
of the past seven years, this yeat had the most mine
accidents at our school.

Another major issue that students continuously ¢
not follow is not stopping at the stop sign that w
newly placed at the Cavalier and Yale Drives. Studen
should be more alert!

Congrats, Science

Fair Winners

Devon Cain
Wite Reporier

Students from sophomote, junior, and senior science
classes competed in the West Potomac Science Fair,
which took place in the cafeteria on Saturday, February
10. Some of the young scientists used their summers 1o
research the topic to truly prepare themselves for this
big event. Projects were evaluated by four judges. These
judges based their decisions on everything from the
thoroughness of the students’ reseatch, to the project’s
real life importance, to the appearance of the board.

The first place winners were nominated to go to the -

Fairfax County Regional Science Fair, held from March
16-18 at Robinson Secondary School. Good luck!
Congratulations to the following participants for their
outstanding science fair projects:

1* place.

Junior Erika Swartz, Senior Gregory Son, Senior Wil-
ham Klein, Sophomore Matthew Fuqua, Senior Devon
Cain, Senior Teresa Caro, Senior Carolyn Gibson.

2™ place:

Senior Lauren Schmalz, Senior Nick Friederich, Senior
Kim Schreiber, Soph’bmom Kaityn Anderson, Senior
Roshni Pattiath, Junior Drew Reese, Senior Michael
Isani, Senior Bobby Clark, Senior Giovanni Quinte-
tos, Senior Zachary Tiliet, Sophomore Mara Persheid,
Senior Gregory Bechtol, Junior Travis Batchelor.

Photo by Mariya llyas

Senior Roshni Pattiath won second
place for her science fair project,

3™ place.

Senior Anum Jaffii, Junior Olivia Gross, Junior Jer-
emy Bogdan, Junior Emmanuel Koduah, Junior Chr
Lazenby, Junior Caroline Staples, Junior Forrest Cox
Junior Patrick Dunford, Junior Andrea Jensen, Junic
Ben Kirby, Sophomore Mariya Tlyas, Senior Alex
Mounts, Senior Casey Snyder, Sophomote Michael
Tse, Junior Jessica Smith, funior Sarah Watson.

Honorable Mention.

Junior Nicholas Collett, Junior Warren Davis, Junior
James Dressing, Junior Kerianne Beyer, Junior Brad
Lupton, Junior Alex Protosevich, Junior Emily Kuh:
bach, Junior Hunter Link, Junior Jeremy Rezendes,
Junior Matthew Husband, Junior Sam McCann.
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(702) 765-9334
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1138 CEDAR DALE LANE
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22308

Would You Feel Comfort-
able Reporting a Possible
Conflict to Security?

gave...

Photo Tllustration by Laura Davidson

School Shootings, from page 1

was able to sort through her problems. r
Students have lots of reasons for wanting to remain anpnymous.
“If T were friends with whoever I was teportng, it could end up
hurting me, You would be risking your friends,”
Jomes. “1 think aponymous tips could be a good idea”
times, high schoolers choose to make their friends mote impottant
than everyone else, even their family”
Christine Spaulding.
Spaulding and Wiley assured that all communication students have
with their councilors is confidential unless it involves something
that could harm the student or others. They agreed that the web site
is a good idea in some ways, but were also skeprcal. “Some of these
' issues we get are serious, and shouldo’ be handled via e-mail. What
if the e-mail isn’t seen in tme?” said Spaulding, “Students could
abuse the site because they wouldn’t be accountable for a tip they
the school would end up wasting tesources investigating the
claims,” she continued.

Even through the skepticism, ancomm.com and other developing
anoriymous web sites and hotlines offer hope in the struggle to

said junior Erika
“Lots of

said guidance counselor

break the teenage code of silence.
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Friday, March 2; 2007



Artists Strive at Competition

Caroline Staples
Foens Reporter

“It’s good to see them get sewarded for their hard
work,” said Fine Arts teacher, Anne Dunn, who had
twenty-one students win awards from the annual,
nationwide Scholastic Art Competition in 2007.

The Scholastic Art Competition is known to be
the most competitive, highly-esteemed visual arts
competition in the nation. Close to one hundted
students in this school and
thousands nationwide submit
photos, paintings, sculptures,
and/or deawings to be judged
nationally in New York by
professional atrtists and art

professors in universities.

“I submitted five pieces
that are 2 mix of computer
graphics and Photoshop,”
said junior Jeremy Bogdan.
What started as an event to
get his name out there, ended
up with him winning five

than the entire state of Utah.

Photo by Caroline Staples

Senior Ngo Fei Ng won an award for
this painting. Many other studenis
from our school won awards for
awards, more awards WOn their outstanding works of art.

class as a semestet grade assigned by Dunn. Artworlk
submitted into the competition were judged for
quality, cteativity, and most impottantly, personal
interptretation. And while our school has always
had very good artists, this year had a bit of luck,
seeing as we had twenty-one students win, some
tecelving multple awards.

As a freshman in Photojournalism 1, Erin Spangler
received second place in the Digital Imagery
section of the Scholastic
Art Competition. Her piece
was a photo of a girl’s hands
tying an apton behind her
baclk that went well with her
theme of “getting ready to
goout.” Another piece done
by Spangler was a pictute of
another girl’s hands holding
a pearl necklace. “Ms.
Mobley wanted me to entet
and T thought it was kind of

ool,” said Spangler. “T was
a little confused, but at the
same time very excited.”

Each piece taking between a

day and one week to complete, they ate visuals of

distorted faces, something Bogdan was interested in

that showed “what really was behind the mask.”
While some wotked on their submissions outside

of class, AP Art students had to wotk on theits in

Gold and silver key
winners were honored in a
cetemony on Tuesday, February 13 at the Ernest
Cultural Center at NOVA Annandale Campus.

All other entries submitted by our students were
presented in the display cases in the main lobby in
the Quander building,

HPV, from page 1

horrible and painful cancer” For those who
do not get the shot, there are other ways to
prevent cervical cancer. Regular Pap tests and
follow-up can prevent most, but not all, cases of
cervical cancer at an early, curable stage. As for
prevention, it is not known how much protection
condoms provide against HPV, since ateas that
are not covered by a condom can be exposed to
the virus. However, condoms may reduce the risk
of genital warts and cervical cancer. The only

sure way to prevent HPV is to abstain from all
sexual activity.

At least fifty percent of sexually actave people
will get HPV at some time in their lives and HPV
is most common in young women and men who
are in their late teens and early twenties.

About ninety-nine percent of the cases of
cervical cancet, which kills about ten women a day
nationwide, are linked to HPV, according to the
US. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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‘90S CATCHPHRASES

. Sandy Slippen
7 Copy Editor

The ‘90s was a decade stocked with an
avalanche of pop culture catchphrases,
thanks in large part to the enormous spread
of the Internet’s popularity and reach. While

“Show Me the Money”

Photo by Caroline Staples

After being featured by actor Cuba Good-
ing, Jr. in 1996’ breakout hit ferry Mapuire,
those with money on their minds everywhere
uttered this line to keep the money flowing

“Talk to the Hand”

Photo by Caroline Staples

Emerging in the 1990s as a condescend-
ing, sarcastic remark of distaste with a speak-
et (“...because the face don’t want to hear
it”), this catchphrase gained prominence
with people of all age groups and taces.

catchphrases existed in previous decades,
the rise of the Internet as a form of global
communication allowed people all over the
wotld to join together and integrate these
phrases into modern history. Hete is just a small
sample of the vast numbers of catchphrases:

“Gir[ Power!”

Photo by Joe Rimkus Ir./KRT

As the 1990s progressed, a pro-feminist
movement in pop culture prompted women
and gitls to establish their domain, especially
when the British pop group, The Spice Gitls,
exploded onto the American scene in 1997.

“Psyche!” & “Not!”

Two catchphrases that have stood the test of
titne since their emerging popularity in the 1990s.
“Psyche” is still used by many in the English lan-
guagetodemonstiateafake-out, whilelastyear’s Bo-
rat brought “NOT!” backinto the public limelight.

“Is That Your Final Answer?”

Photo by David Joles/KRT

Photo by SV/ABACA PRESS/KRT

As soon as Regis Philbin uttered these im-
mortal words, answering questions was forever
changed. Afrer ABC sttuck a ratings gold mine

Photo by David Joles/KRT

with 1999s Who Wants to Be a Millionaire and
spawned an endless amount of game shows, this
phrase stood head and shoulders above the rest.
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The World Health — =

Organization officially £
removed  homoscxuality MTV shows first season of The

1990 from its list of diseases.

1991  Rew Wordd and Roud Rulkes.

American SPO

Zach Feinstein

Wire Reporter

team cre:
Throughout the “90s, professional sports became an even as Charle
morte important part of American culture. Star athletes suchas  other stas
Michael Jordan, Troy Aikman, Roger Clemens, Wayne Gretzky, gold mec
and Michzel Johnson all became household names throughout The N
the US. and the wotld. Famous teams such as the Chicago changes.
Bulls, Dallas Cowboys, New York Yankees, and Francisce
the Duke Blue Devils led millions of people to teams at

theit televisions to watch their favorite teams.
With all of this publicity, sports marketing
became very important, as teams would sign
multi-million dellar deals with TV stations and
players. The “90s led to the dawn of modern
professional sports teams.

In the NBA, the ‘90s most famous and
successful team was the Chicago Bulls, with
Michael Jordan leading them to six NBA titles
throughout the ‘90s and consecutive titles
from 1991-1993 and 1996-1998. Besides the
Bull dynasty, Magic Johnson retired from the
NBA after he found out he tested positive for
the HIV vitus in 1991. In 1992, before the
Olympics in Barcelona, Spain, the U.S. Olympic

Decadef_"of_

Bowls, ar

dcﬁmnely n:usxmg out, bemusem the ‘905

Furbies, Gigapets, Pokémon, TY beanie
babies, Barbie mdewerRangmweﬂehfe. Evyer remem
“1 used to trade and battle with Pokémon electIMcpctsPYeu b@uId hm
cards with my friends &urmgschﬂeaLWe hamster or even a fish all in
would get in trouble,” said senior Felipe your hand. You could feed it
Rivera. Just the mention of some of these it, walk it, or even make it 1
fads overflows our minds with millions of  Gigapets and Tomagachis wet
menioﬁes_ﬁlayix_ag with our friends without Parents also loved them becaus
2 care in the world, Backinﬂieday, Barhie  serious, what is better than a
was the roh: modc! for garls and everygtd ’I'hose wen: deﬁmtc}y one o

fad of thc ‘905.

wn:ﬁ it cnuld crf;ate cudless po ssibﬂmes‘

Disney releases animated
movie The Lion King

Photo by Nicolas Khayat/KRT.

Release 0‘f the movie Sehindler’s

Photo by HBY-STAMPS/ KRT

Introduction of the World
Wide Web in 1990 by Tim
Berners-Tee

Photo by Microsoft Ward Clipart

Magic Johnson retited from the
NBA after finding out he tested
positive for the HIV virus,

1992

Photo by Paul 1, Bereswill/
The Totonto Blue Jays
win World Series.

The Chicago Bulls win
3rd consecutive year in

the NBA.

1994 0J.si

Photo by Nucclo DiNuzzo/KRT




am Team” which consisted of stazs such
chacl Jordan, Magic Johnson, and many
+ “Dyeam Team” would go on to win the
& 90s also experienced many important  t0O.
s Cowboys, Green Bay Packers, San
Jenver Broncos wete the most successful
owl with Dallas winning three Super
sco and Denver winning two each.

The 90s also saw an
increased interest in the

Olympics, as millions
of people watched
both the Winter and
Summer Olympics.
‘The sites for the

Taylor Dankmyer
Managing Editor

Sute, our generation is technically “growing up”

in the 2000s, but many still love music of the 90s.
90s rock music cannot possibly be put into a shott
article, because there was simply t00 much variety,
from mainstream rock, to alternative rock, to punk
rock, and everything in between. Hete are just a fon
of the great rock bands of the 90s.

Sublime- Wow: To even
think of the kind of impact
this band would have had
if their lead singer, Brad
Nowell, hadn’t died of 2
heroin ovetdose. Sublime
teached  theit  highest
popularity with their third
self-titled album. Howevet,
Nowell died right before
official relcase of the album
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Michael “Flea”

th d broke
Balzary of the Red if“t‘ir ;FE‘EI‘ ::t Oﬁzﬁn
Hot Chili Peppers. g sweet 8 g,
reggae influenced songs
like “What 1 Got,” “Santeria” and “Doin’ Titne.” Rest

in peace, Sublime!

Weezer- This alternative rock band released The Blue
Album in 1994. It went triple platinum and featured
singles “Undone (The Sweatet Song)” and “Buddy
Holly”” Weezer’s alternative geeky rock style reached a
popularity that they almost dido’t seem fit for.

The Red Hot Chili Peppers- Ah yes, the Chili

Release of the movie &
Forrest Gump. Tom =
Hanks(Left) won Best
Actor and Gary Sinise S
(Right) was nomi- g
nated for Best Sup- =
porting Actor for their - :

roles in the movie.

Domiﬂated the Worlcl

(1992), Lillehammer, Notway (1994), and Nagano, Japan
(1998). When asked about the major events in the Olympics,
history teacher Hassan Mims said, “(The) Olympics bombings
ia. in Atanta” The MLB and NHL grew throughout the “90s,
In the NHL, new teams such as the Ottawa Senators,
Tampa Bay Lightning, and San Jose Sharks wete created. The
Minnesota North Stars were moved to Dallas and renamed the
Dallas Stars. In the MLB, the New Yotk Yankees pretty much
dominated all aspects of = '
baseball. The Yankees
won three World Series
during the 90s, while
the Toronto Blue Jays
won {wo consecutive
titles from 1992-1993.
The 90s was a very

Summer Olympics important — Hme in
were Barcelona, modetn sports history.
Spain (1992) and The popular teams
Atlanta, US. (1996). and popular  players
The sites for the throughout the decade
Winter Olympics wete helped make sports what
Albertville, Canada itis today

‘QO0s

RockIN’ OUT, ‘90S

Summer Olympics held in
Atlanta, US.

Photo by Gabriel B, Tait/KRT
The Red Wings were one of the
most successful Hockey teams
thoughout the *90s

Peppers. This crazy, funk influenced band from L.A.
released three albums in the ‘00s (Blood Sugar Sex
Magik, One Hot Minute, and Californicatior) when the
band hit its peak. Throughout their 23 year carcef,
the band has successfully fused various clements of
alternative rock, punk, funk, fap, pop, rock, heavy
metal and psychedelic rock, despite numetous line-up
changes and personal problems. RHCP is still rockin”™
to this day.

Green Day- Another California based band, Green
Day, which released 5 albums in the ‘90s, was easily
one of the most popular bands of the “90s. There
were 14 singles released by Green Day in the ‘90s, and
there are simply too many good songs to list. Their
International Superbits album is a good buy if you want
a compilation of 90s Green Day hits.

The Offspring- Probably, along with Green Day,
one of the biggest contributors to bringing punk rock
to the center stage in the mid 90s. The Offspring
released four albums in the “90s, three of which went
platinum. “Pretty Fly (For a White Guy)” was a huge
success, and is probably their best known song.

The ‘90s also had 2 lot of rockin’ chicks. The lead
singer of both No Doubt and The Cranberries were
women. “Dorn’t Speak,” by No Doubt, was number
one on the Billbsard Hot 100 Airplay chart for a record
setting sixteen weeks.

Yes, some of us may be feeling nostalgic for 90s
rmusic, but no fear, with iPods, you can make your
ovn personalized “90s playlists. So have at it you 90s
rockets.

Release of the movie Titanic.

~ While professional “attire was stil
 to the 90s as 2 decade of “an '
o the e o grunge clohig

Gringe dlthing became very B

ry popuilar, and it s nio wonder why. No one
had to worry about falling and ripping 2 hole in theit pants because the
stores already did that for you. Naturally, jeans wete still in style, just as
they were duting the previous decades. The guys took a special liking to
the extremely baggy jeans, while the girls enjoyed the reappearance of bell
bottoms, now called flare jeans. Any old tee shirt was just fine, but some
liked to change it up and wear 2 cute shirt from Tommy, Levi, Guess, or 2
shict with 2 funay phrase on it like, “I Don't Know” ;
Alongside jeans, cargo pants, and skirts wotn over pants, the light sports
pants that made 2 swishing noise at htﬂf:mnvtmmt were very much in
style. For shoes, there was just as much diversity. The most commoanly
seen shoes included platforms, loafers, and Sam and Libby flats which were
Lallerina like flat dress shoes. Tube socks and thigh-high stockings for gitls
to wear with a4 miniskirt were a must. s _
To finish off any outfit, one needs accessories, and teenagers in the ‘90s
had no shortage of these. The miniature back packs used as purses became
a big hit, and sadly, so did fanny packs. For those with a mote adventurous
spitit, body pictcing and tattoos were considered very cool. For those a
litle more timid, there was Mhendi, 2 non permanent fattoo. The rubber
bracelets that came in all different colors were wotn on all occasiops, casual -
ot not. Almost every little girl was in awe with the butterf hﬁiﬁ
prominentat thisme. it :
‘While some dlothiag of the 90s would be pointed at and laughed at today;
T_‘;“;ﬂ%ﬁ@@ﬁMQMM@mﬁdﬁidmﬂ®M&@ﬁ;S@hm@m
,;fsﬁamfﬁﬁﬁﬁmndﬂﬁﬂ%@mﬁ&m&wm@wﬁﬁ@&:

TEACHERS FAVOR-
ITE 90S MOVIES

Erin Burke

Wire Reporter

1 THE SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION
(1994)

2. THE FUGITIVE (1993)

3 SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (1998)

4. THE MATRIX (1999)

5 A FEW GOOD MEN (1992)

6. THE SIXTH SENSE (1999)

7. LAST OF THE MOHICANS (1992)
8. TITANIC (1997)

9. FARGO (1996)

10. QUIZ SHOW (1994)

(These movies ate listed in no particular order.)

Release of the movie The

Photo by Tom Uhlenbrock/St.
Louis Post-Dispatch/KRT

Matrisx.

by Lionel Hahn/KRT

1998
i

Photo

lcr’r.t{iar 5.1995 Y-

al/KRT
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1996 Michael Johnson won the 1997

gold medal in the 200 meter
dash in the Olympics.

Phota by Linda Cataffo/KRT

President Clinton lies about
his sexual relationship with
White House intern,

1999

. 4 o
Photo by Olivier Douliery/KRT



















Emmanuel Koduah
Business Manager

Looking at senior Rashan Colbert,
one would not be able to tell the trials
that he has endured. Within a span
of a month during the summer, he
lost both his grandparents
to cancet and his uncle to a
heart attack, all of whom he
was very close to. To make
matters wotse, the heart
attack that took the life of
his uncle is inheritable in the
men of his family, meaning
he was at a possible sisk
Despite this, anyone who
knows Colbert knows that
he would not let this bring
him down.

“It was hard losing my
grandpatents and uncle,
but I learned to really value
the time with friends and
family,” said Colbete. The
self-described “hardworking
and fun loving” senior is
one 'of the brightest and
most enthusiastc students
at our school. “He has a
wide range of abilities to
petform well academically’
said Daryl Mackey, Colbert’s
business teacher. “He is a
- pleasure to work with and
- unlimited potential as an

to our school exten

beyond the classtoom, He is also a
key member of our school’s track
team. Colbert recently qualified to
compete in the 500 meter race at the
national level, a feat only achieved
by exceptional athletes. “T was pretty
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entreprencur,” Mackey said. Senior Rashan Colbert at track practice.
Colbert’s contributions He€ is a strong-willed student who ex-
4 cells in many endeavors.

A True Giddy Golden Girl
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laugh, often

heard in the hallway

“Melinda always tries to have a positive =

Running with Rashan

excited when I qualified for nationals.
I knew it was a big deal,” said Colbert.
Colbert is also an essential member
of out school’s soccer team, “T have
been playing soccer since T was about
four years old, and I just really lave
playing,” stated Colbett.

When not compedng, Colbert
enjoys drawing, playing his Xbox
360, and hanging out with his close
friends. Senior Will Ramsey, who has
known Colbert since freshman yeat,
describes him as “a carefree, funny
petson who is fun to hang around.”

‘Colbert, along with Ramsey and ten
other friends, are part of a group they
call “the Real UN.” “We just realized
we were all from different cultutes
and backgrounds so we decided to
call ourselves the Real UN,” explained
Colbert. Even though the group
just started as a funny joke between
friends, Colbert hopes that they can
send an important message to the
students of this school. “We saw that
there wete all these groups in our
school, like blacks and whites, and
we didn’t want to be like that,” said
Colbert.

As a final thought, Colbert wanted
it to be known that the soccer team
is going to be successful this year.
“BHveryone thinks that we are going
to suck this year, but I want everyone
to know that we are going to be really
good,” he said. With the talent and
potential of Colbert, who can doubt
him?

Branded as a loud, opinionated, and
crazy girl, Melinda Golden is a senior
who is well-loved by many. Senior
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between classes.

More than just being a friendly, out-
going member of our school, Golden
is a good student, This school yeat, her
favorite class is Dental Careers,
&8 taught by Regina Weems, She says
she really loves the class because
it allows her a head start on
learning how to do something she
is really interested in. Next year,
she hopes to study dentistry at the
University of Maryland. To fill
the limited free time that she has,
Golden is hoping to soon have a
job working in a dentist office to
fulfill a requirement for her denral
class. Golden is on the track team,
and really enjoys it. Golden said

Golden and track teammate Kat Lee
practice to get ready for the spring sea-
son. Golden is known around the school
for her light-hearted and fun attitude.

that one of her favorite teachets
from our school is Mr. Don
Beeby. She said that he put up
with a lot from her both in class

IKamel Green has known Golden since
they were in the seventh grade and said,
“She always has a positive attitude.”
Several students can attest to being able
to recognize Golden’s loud, infectious

and with track. She is a member
of the College Partnership Program,
and said, “It is a great program that
helps with getting ready for college”
This past football season, Golden
managed the varsity foothall team with
close friend and fellow
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senior, Jennifer Grim,
Along with her
professional  interests,
Golden is extremely
passionate about always
being there to help
her friends. She never
hesitates to listen to what
is wrong with someone
and commonly offers
good advice. Grim said,

attitude no matter what she is going
through. Whenever I need somebody,
she is always thete to bring my spirits
up. She is one of the best friends I've
ever had and ’m so thankful to have her =
in my lifel” -
One aspect of Golden that is very
popular to joke about is her extremely
healthy appetite. “Whenever 1 =
Melinda, she is eating,” said sophomore

Edith Delcid. When this statement was -

mentioned to Golden, she smiled and
replied, “Eating is my life!” :

Golden is the kind of person who is
always able to laugh at herself. She does
not take negative opinions from others
to heart. When asked to tell 2 secret
that nobody knows, Golden, laughed
and said, “I’'m still a little afraid of the
dark.”

Grim said that Golden will make a
great dentist if that remains her calling,
because “she knows who she is and she
really cares abour dentistry and people
and anyone can trust her to care good
of them.”
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¥: “Talk daily. Gctlimlatest facts o
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M: “The day in which my sister woul
move away from me is-the day I lose m
other half. It would be very hard and
huge changcform;nseif noon:cpuh
replace my sister.” :
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