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Students Acquire FLEXability

Alex RKeckeisen
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Starting next year, 2 new bell schedule could affect students
in the way that they learn, and in how much “after-school™
learning time will be spent in school.

The proposed FLEX Schedule, which will go into effect
during the 2006-2007 school year, intends to transform our
current seven period day (with the last period being short)
into eight periods of equal lengths.

“Making goals,” was one of the reasons that we are making
the change to the FLEX schedule said assistant principal
Rod Manuel. “It fits into our school-wide needs to improve
lireracy, find time for remediation, and enrichment.” Manuel
also commented on the need for the plan because of the
divessity within our school. “Some kids can’t stay after for
after school work, whether itis because of family obligations,
work, or something else.”

This new schedule will not add another elective; rather, it
will amend an already existing period in favor of a study-hall
type class on every other day. And while there would still be
two alternating days, A and B, the order will be different.
A days would be the same, with the first, third, fifth, and
seventh periods in the same order. The B days would be a
much different story. Students will still report to their second
block class for regular instruction but for students foutth, or
FLEX block, a different type of instruction, will come into
effect. On students first FLEX day they will go to your first
period class for class ime that could only be used for make
up work, unless the student has completed all work and

asked the teacher to go |
further in the curriculum. §
Students can also get
passes t0 make-up tests,
quizzes, or work during B
the FLEX period. To do ;
this, students will need to
get passes signed the day
before the FLEX period
by the teacher of the class
they will be in as well as
the teacher thar they will
intend to go see, in order §
to set up an appropriate |
communication  system
between the two teachers
and the student.

One of the possible
reasons for this plan is to
give studeats in-school
time to de out-of-school
work. So while students’

(A
Thursday

This sample schedule ilustrates how classes will be sof up mexct year, with a FLEX dlocs in place of fourth period.
This class witl aflow studenis 10 get help from isachers, finish bomework, and retaks tesis wathout staying after school.

PrROPOSED FLEX PLAN

Chart by Kate O'Conner and Alex Keckeisen

grades suffer this year
because they do not stay

aftet for school, the FLEX period gives them a full period 10
get their work done.

The following B day will go just about the same, but the
FLEX petiod would mean that you will go to your second
period. The FLEX schedule will keep going in order of

periods until after the cighth period, when the FLEX plan
would reset back to first period. If the school waated to
schedule an assembly, they will not have to take away from
instructional time. Instead they could simply use a FLEX

Yer FLEX, page 5

Teens Have Cents, but Sense as Well?

Adele Hampton
Managing Editor

Finally, the time has come when high school
is coming to a close and teens are forced to
be out in “the real world.” Students are
plagued with credit card offers and college
tuition. With all of these expenses fiooding
in all of a sudden, many teens ate lost, dazed,
and confused.

Each year teens spend about §172 billion
on personal items, according to Teenage
Research Unlimited. Local restaurants, the
mall, and the movies play home to the money
of thousands of teenagers. Businesses are
taking advantage of the younger generation
because of the gold mine teenage spending
creates. According to the Saen Frandsce
Chronidle, clothing stores such as Forever 21
and Gap make billions of dollars every year

of digging themselves into a financial hole
too hatd to get out of.

Junior Natate Zuffi expertly demonstrates the insporlance
of bolding on to one’s money.

money management skills are at major risk  Due to this tisk, schools across the country
have implemented credit unions, this school
being one of them. The Apple Federal
Credit Union (AFCU) gives full
financial help and services to students
who wish to learn how to manage their
money. The AFC.U. is located in cur
cafeteria, which is both good and bad.
It is a good thing because of the amount
of space available and the easy access
for students, but the downside is that
the A.F.C.U often goes unnoticed.

The A.EC.U actually does have many
useful resources fot stadents. “Students
at West Potomac can come in and open
up accounts, savings and checking,
they can get credit cards, check cards,
ATM cards, they can open up special
club account cards for their education,
for vacation, and holidays,” said Jerry
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off of teens alone. However, teens without

Vanpels, director of the AECU. Vanpelt
also said, “T think the students themselves
who have smart parents at home that
teach the kids responsibility for money
management are going to get a lot out of
this program; those who have not learned
that responsibility are going to get a hard
knock on the head.”

While many sradents at this school do not
koow about A EC.U, they are getting advice
aboutmoney managementelsewhere. Parents
are an obvipus resource. There are also teen
debit cards, like Visa Buxx for instance. Itis
a debit card that allows parents to watch over
their child’s spending. Another way kids can
prepate for moncy management in the real
world is to budget money. Allot a certain
amount of money for each month and

See Money, page 5




m:dn&bemmﬂnehmnfTSOmmd 130 pm.,_éxoep:fot the two
located in the cafeteria. Cafeteria custodian Maria Maldonado said :
regulation mputmtoeﬁ'mtthﬁsywmdmpmpow bg'ourpﬁnt:pzl,
Mrs. Vesilind. The purpose of the machines being turned off during classes
is to keep smdents in class and not waadering through the halls buying food
when they should be learning,

From getting up at 2 ridiculous hmxm:thcmo;mngm gemg through long
‘and stressful classes, a litrle food is 2 much needed energy boost. The snack
machines have alwags been some student’s favotite part of walking through
the hn]lway because they are quick and ebn?cment. Smdmm ean,qgileklyget
food if they are hungry if thcy

uplnthm Ifastudmtwmtadmlmcswu@t hen he or she woul
indulge in ‘the Honey Buns and other not-se nuttltu)u food itemis snack
machines have to offer. o

It should be ous choice whether or not
on or off during our classes. There is uﬂtgniug-to bea dlaaatmus p:oblcm
if a student writes a pass in order to go buy a snack If they put is back in
ihuubagmccm_gpt,gr_@guu:d ing | e L
It could not hurt to let us take a few mmﬁtm out of a class char we take f’m
nine months togo and ge: food.

It’s oot like the stadents doo’t pay, the mnd]ng machines do gef monég—
otherwise it would not work. If it is a win-win siwation, why avold it?
Students who skip lunch to do work in' the library or stay with a teacher
ate pretty hungry by the end of the day, and 4 snack would surely get them
going, Almost everyone is mature in this school, aad are abic o make their
own decisions. Therefore it should be up to the mdcnm o ;malu: the cotrect
choice of their diet. It nice :hatl\wf,s.
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The Wire is a publication whose aim
is to inform, educate, and entertain
the student body. The Wire will not
print any matetal that is libelous
or obscene, ot that will invade any
person’s tight to privacy. The ideas
expressed in unsigned editorials
reflect the opinions of the news-
paper staff;, however, Letters to
the Editor do not. The Wire is an
open forum for discussion which
is printed by Silver Communica-
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school-related issue, please submit
your Letter to the Editor of 250
words or less to Room 418 Quan-
der, or e-mail us at thewire_let-
ters@yahoo.com. All submissions

become property of The Wire.

LETTER TO THE
¢ EDITOR

Submit your Letters to the Editor to thewire letets@yahoo.com

I Don’t Want to
Grow Up Right Now

Dear Editor,
As seniors, do we really feel that our school has

>A Rave for our
Softball team!
They were 1%-11

>A Rave for a well-

prepared us cnough to o off into the real world; college? GXI!“JGG‘ p'om t“'s
My opinion on this subject is our school has prepared us as Tom pnp m m y !

well as we are going to be, T know going into the real world as
freshman next year is going to be hard, but that is the next step
and something we have to be willing to take in order to make
it. The real question Is, are we ready to grow up? We have been
in a comfort zone for so long going into the the world as adults
is going to be really hard because out parents will not be there
when we need help or when something goes wrong: Personally,
I am so afraid to leave high school because nothing will be the
same; your friends will change, because you have to make it
your business to meet new people, and that may be hard for
some people. Your life may be torally screwed up for the first
semester of college. The things you use to love will be gone,

>A Rave for the
Freghiman Backyard
BBEa! They raised
over $771007

Senior, Karin Neal

> ARBNT FOR THE
SMELLY BUSHES
OUTSIDE OF GUNSTON

HALL
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Legitimate Literacy?

Hooff Cooksey
News Co-Editor

Many students tock time out of their
English period to take a test called the Gates
McGinity Test. lts purpose was to assess
the litetacy level of the student taking it. It
was made up of two sections - 2 vocabulary
section and a comptehension section, both
of which were timed. For the vocabulary
section, students were given about 25
minutes and for the comprehension section
there was 2 35 minute time limit. Teachets
then collected the test and faced the task of
grading them.

The first question, a sample question,
was: “a big garage” Students were asked
to define the undeslined, bold-faced word.
The correct answer was, obviously, a place
to stote a car. This is how most of the test
went. There were questions with simple,
everyday vocabulary words. The test did
get a little more challenging as time went
on, but it was still at abour a seventh grade
level.

Students wasted a class period of English
to test whether they were literate or not.
Why did students need to take an hour and
a half out of their day to take a test that
was not necessaty? There are many other
ways to see whether someone is literate or
not, and unless they have just moved to our
country from another country, ot they have

been diagnosed with a disability, then the
student should logically be able to read and
wiite. i

Another problem with this test was
whether or not it was an accurate
assessment of the students’
literacy level. When 1 went to
search for it on the internet, the
most information I was able
to find was a two paragraph
summary of the test, no
sample questions or pictutes
showing the test. Also, when
reading 2 review done by a
middle school teacher, she
said that she was able to
score 2 3.5 scote on the test,
while talang it blind. She did
not read any of the questions,
she simply weat through the
answer sheet and puessed.
A Houghton  Mifflin
Company published the
test, and when visiting their
website, I noticed there was no contact
information which might help one get
any information about the test. Finally,
when going to the Riverside Publishing
website there was a very small amount of
information regarding the test. All in all, it
took me about fifteen minutes to find solid,
dependable information on the test, which

(44

is not a good sign.

The reason for this test was to not only
test if a student was literate or not, but
also to determine what level of English a
student should take in his or her next year
of school. As far as I know, students are
allowed to choose any class they would

- like to take, whether it is a regular class, an

honaors class, or an Advanced Placement
(AP) course. The school can
recommend that the student
not take a class based on their
performance in other classes,
but ultimately the student can
stll take whartever class they wish
to take. Also, based on the test,
students can be recommended to
take certain courses in addition to
their English class, which would
help the student specifically with
reading, writing, or both.  The
test as of now really serves no purpose
other than to help teachers recommend
students to the English class they should
take the preceding year.

The test was a good idea, but the
whole siruation could have been handled
in a different way. The test put a very
large financial burden on our school, and
succeeded only in taking away precious
learning time. Our school made a good
effort, but came up short,

Photo Wastration by Katie Staples

‘Digital Digital Get Down’

Taylor Dankmyer
Opinions Editor

The world has become so dependent on
Think of a day without somc of the latest tecinmhggr
One wakes up, and goes to school. Most likely, in one of one's
classes, onc uses a computer to do some work—the first sign of
technology in one’s day. When one gets home one may do his/her
homework, either by weiting it by hand or typing it on a computer.
Once again, the option to make things easier by using technology
resuzfaces, Then, there are the large majority of students who
get on the internet. If
you are researching
for an essay or project,
the internet is one of
the best places fo go.
_' Say a student want
! to look a few words
up in the dictionary
1 for a vocabulary quiz
> tomortow. Dictionary.
= com! Instead of
going to get the
dictionary that is somewhere in your house, you can sit down
ar your computer, type in the word, click, and vozz/ You have
more then just one definition of the word, sentences, everything
you would ever want. Want a thesaurus? It is there, too.
Once you are done with your homework, you have some leisure
time. You get on AIM, Myspace.com, anything. You can find
absolutely anything and everything on the internet. Then you
remember your friend told you the new Red Hot Chili Peppers
album was our, so you open iTunes on your computer, go to the
music store, seatch, click, and you are done. It is now on your
computer. Then, you plug your wondezful iPod in and you have
the music. CD’s? T have not bought a CD in a store in over
two years. 1 either buy the album on iTunes, or, well, Limewire.
Then there is shopping, 1 could dfive five miles to Target

and buy that video game I really want, or T could buy it
online for a possibly cheaper price (using a ptice comparison
website like Froogle.com), never leave my house, and find
it in a few days waiting for me at the door. Yes, I wait a few
days, but heck, Target may not even have the video game.

“Get it on eBay!” say many tech-savvy people. [ bought a car
manual for my ‘96 Honda on eBay for seven dollars. Without
eBay, 1 would never have found the car manual, and I might still
be putting premium gasoline in my car when 1 could be using
regulat gas (speaking of gas, check out GasBuddy.com to find
the cheapest gas in your area). Craigslistcom, an increasingly
popular online classifieds organized by major cities, is also a
great place to go to buy and sell things. Online retail topped $65
billion last year, and it increased by 26 percent berween 2004
and 2005. Online shopping is getting bigger, and bigger, and
bigger. Many people are doing some if not all of their Christmas
shopping online. Technology, rechnology, technology, everywhere.

Cell phones are also extremely popular now: 1n 2 study by the
Univetsity of Michigan, more than 80 percent of cell phone users
say the device has made their lives easier. And tharis why technology
is so big, It makes things so much easier, not to mention quicker.
Think of adaywithoutyour cell phone. Think of a day without your
computer. Although this 1s not true for everyone, people in school
and business have become extremely dependent on technology,
primarilycomputersand cellphones. Themoreadvancedcell phones,
like Blackberrys, Palm Pilots, and Pocket PC's, are also very popular.

Other technologies are not exactly necessities, but people have
become spoiled by them. Take, for instance, the iPod. The iPod
is a god to many music fanatics. I do not even need to explain
how great iPods (and other MP3 players for that matter) are.

Withour technology, the world of today would be completely
different. People would be forced to read more, carry around
those bjg CD’s and CD cases and acually have face-to-face
conversations with each other. The development of technology
has launched our sociery into one in which people have a
heightened dependence on inanimate objects, and that’s alright.

Dolphins sieep with ope

in the world is Muhammad

In England. in the 1880's.
“Pants” was considered a dirty Eoery 45 52:unbs', a >
word! houge catches on fire

in the nited States

eye open The king of hearts is the only o3
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The most popular first name sty il v H
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Legitimate Literacy?

Hooff Cooksey
News Co-Editor

Many students took time out of their
English period to take a test called the Gates
McGinity Test. Its purpose was to asscss
the literacy level of the stadent taking it. It
was made up of two sections - a vocabulary
section and a comprehension section, both
of which were timed. For the vocabulary
section, students were given about 25
minates and for the comprehension section
there was a 35 minute time limit. Teachers
then collected the test and faced the task of
grading them.

The first question, a sample question,
was: “a big garage.” Students were asked
to define the underlined, bold-faced word.
The correct answer was, obviously, a place
1o store a car. ‘This is how most of the test
went. ‘There were questions with simple,
everyday vocabulary words. The test did
get a lirle more challenging as time went
on, but it was still at about a seventh grade
level.

Students wasted a class period of English
to test whether they were literate ot not.
Why did stadents need to take an hour and
a half out of their day to take a test that
was not necessary? There are many other
ways to see whether someonc is literate or
not, and unless they have just moved to our
country from another country, or they have

been diagnosed with a disability, then the
student should logically be able to read and
write.

Another problem with this test was
whether or not it was an accurate
assessment of the students’
literacy level. When I went to
search for it on the internet, the
most information I was able
to find was a two paragraph
summary of the test, no
sample questions ot pictures
showing the test. Also, when
reading a review done by a
middle school teacher, she
said that she was able fo
score a 3.5 score on the test,
while taking it blind. She did
not read any of the questions,
she simply went through the
answer sheet and guessed,
A Houghton  Mifflin
Company published the
test, and when visiting their
website, I noticed there was no contact
information which might help one get
any information about the test. Finally,
when going to the Riverside Publishing
website there was a very small amount of
information regarding the test. All in all, it
ook me about fifteen minutes to find solid,
dependable information on the test, which

&
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is not a good sign.

The reason for this test was to not only
test if a student was literate or not, but
also to determine what level of English a
stadent should take in his or her next year
of school. As far as 1 know, students are
allowed to choose any class they would
like to take, whether it is @ regular class, an
honors class, or an Advanced Placement
(AP) course. The school can
recommend that the student
not take a class based on their
performance in other classes,
but ultimately the student can
still take whatever class they wish
to fake. Also, based on the test,
students can be recommended to
take certain courses in addition to
their English class, which would
help the student specifically with
reading, writing, or both.  The
test as of now really serves no purpose
other than to help teachers recommend
students to the English class they should
take the preceding year.

The test was a good idea, but the
whole siruation could have been handled
in a different way. The test put a very
large financial burden on our school, and
succeeded only in taking away precious
learning time, Our school made a good
effort, but came up short.
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‘Digital Digital Get Down’

Taylor Dankmyer

Optnions Editor
The word has become so dependent on technology.
Think of a day without some of the latest technology:
One wakes up, and gocs to school. Most likely, in one of one’s
classes, one uses a computer to do some work--the first sign of
technology in one’s day. When onc gets home one may do his/her
homework, either by writing it by hand or typing it on a computet.
Once again, the option to make things easier by using technology
resurfaces. Then, there are the large majority of students who
get on the internet. If
you are tescarching
for an essay ot project,
the internet is one of
the best places to go.
Say a student want
3 to look a few words
2 up in the dictionary
‘ for a vocabulary cquiz
=" omortow. Dictionary.
2 com! Instead of
going to get the
dictionary that is somewhere in your house, you can sit down
at your computer, type in the wotd, click, and voda/ You have
more then just one definition of the word, sentences, everything
you would ever want. Want a thesaurus? It is there, too.
Once you are done with your homework, you have some leisure
time. You get on AIM, Myspace.com, anything. You can find
absolutely anything and everything on the internct. Then you
remember your friend told you the new Red Hot Chili Peppers
album was out, so you open iTunes on your computer, go to the
music store, search, click, and you are done. It is now on your
computer. Then, you plug your wonderful iPod in and you have
the music. CD’s? I have not bought a CD in a store in over
two years. I either buy the album on {Tunes, or, well, Limewire.
Then there is shopping I could drive five miles to Target

and buy that video game I really want, or 1 could buy it
online for a possibly cheaper price (using 2 price comparison
it in a few days waiting for me at the door. Yes, I wait a few
days, but heck, Target may not even have the video game.
“Get it on cBay!” say many tech-savvy people. | bought 2 car
manual for my *96 Honda on eBay for seven dollacs. Without
eBay, I would never have found the car manual, and 1 might still
beputdngpreuﬁumgasoliminmycarwhml could be using
regular gas (speaking of gas, check out GasBuddy.com to find
the cheapest gas in your area). Craigslistcom, an increasingly
popular online classifieds organized by major cities, is also a
great place to go to buy and sell things. Online retail topped $65
billion last year, and it increased by 26 percent between 2004
and 2005. Online shopping is getting bigger, and bigger, and
bigger. Many people are doing some if not all of their Christmas
shopping online. Technology, technology, technology, everywhere.
Cell phones ate also extremely popular now. In a smdy by the
University of Michigan, more than 80 percent of cell phone users
say the device has made their lives easicr. And thatiswhy technology
is so big, It makes things so much easiet, n0t {0 mention quicket.
Think of adaywithout your cell phone. Think of a daywithoutyour
computer. Although this is not true for everyone, people in school
and business have become extremely dependent on technology,
pi:imarilycomputcrsmdmllphones.'!’hcmmcadmcdccﬂphm,
Jike Blackbetrys, Palm Pilots, and Pocket PC’s, are also very popular.
Other technologies are not exactly necessities, but people have
become spoiled by them. Take, for instance, the iPod. The iPod
is a god to many music fanatics. I do not even need to explain
how great iPods (and other MP3 players for that matter) are.
Without technology, the world of today would be completely
different. People would be forced to read more, carry around
thase big CD’s and CD cases and actyally have face-to-face
conversations with each other. The development of technology
has launched our society into one in which people have a
heightened dependence on inanimate objects, and that’s alright.
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FLEX Idea is too Far-Fetched?

Taylor Dankmyer
Opinions Editor

Finally, it seems like our school has done
something right. Well, it might be a litle too
cadly to say that The FLEX schedule is a
very good idea, It gives us study hall, it fixes
the problem of students not being able to
stay after (however, students will most likely
still have to stay after for some school work),
and most of all, it forces us to be a lot more
responsible. It also gives us a sott of quasi-
study hall because we are allowed to work on
what we want during the flex period.

All classes will be of equal length--no
more short seventh pedod. For teachers
and students, having a short seventh period
has never been good. It screws up teachers’
schedules. Currently, teachers have to set up
a whole different schedule for their seventh
period class. This is now not a problem
whatsoever.

It is true that lots of students have
trouble staying after because they have

family obligatons, work, or cannor ger
transportation. Now, with the FLEX
schedule, the time students will have to stay
afrer for will be significantly reduced.

The FLEX
schedule  makes
school more like
a job because a lot
less students will
be smying after.
It imakes school
more like a nine to
five job, except in
this case, it’s mote
like seven to two.
However, students |
also have to be a B
lot more responsible because they will have
to plan ahead to know where to go for their
flex period a day before, since they will be
required to get passes filled out in advance.

Two minutes have been chopped off

negative to most stadents; however, T sce
it as a plus because it makes students more
tesponsible. They are given less tme to get
to class so they cannot mess around as much
and focus on just
getdng to class. I
personally do not
have any trouble
getting to  class.
Once T get to the
genetal arca of the
class, I talk to friends.
However, T know
there ate students
who complain about
not having enough

dme to get from a
science class to a class in Springbank. Here
is the solution: wallk faster (speed walling is
the new cool thing to dol). The other option
would be for the school to implement a
policy that pave certain students that were
going, say, from a science class to a class

Phato by Lakeisha Langley

in Springbank, special privileges, meanin
a longer time to get to class. However, ou
school administration would probably nc
support such an idea, and T doubt some o
the smdents given the privilege counld acruall
be trusted.

Another plus for students is that there wi
be four lanches. This means that there wil
be fewer kids in each lunch, which woul
mean shorter lines, resulting in mote tim
to eat.

Howevet, the issue of planning tdme fo
teachers has not changed, It may have gotte
worse. With the flex petiod, many teacher
will be busy balacing their schedules betwee
helping students make up work and teachin
class.

Overall, I think the FI EX schedule is grea
It gives us a study hall and fixes many of th
problems with the old schedule. Hopefull
everything goes according to plan, an
overall, our school will be better off witl
this new schedule.

for time in between classes. This may be a

Tight Lipped, Does it Matter?

Kristina Dahmann

Wire Reporter

It is mid-September and time is ticking for the
college-bound seniors. Barly decision deadline
is on the door steps and regular decision deadline
is screaming from only a few short months away.
What to do? Or what not to do...

While making my decision on where 1 wanted to
attend college and spend the next four years of
my edueational career, I tried to keep all of my
options open. 1 looked at big schools, small
schools, private schools, in-state public schools,
schools that were classified as extremely difficult,
and others that were only moderately difficulr. I
look at everything. But it was not all in vain,
I found what T wanted: small, liberal
arts, very difficnlt to get into, New
England, and good food! 1 knew
I was going to apply to Bowdoin
College far eatlier than 1 let on to
believe. I told close friends and
family, but to the general public, I was undecided.
That is, until the early decision deadline was closed.
But where [ was going to apply regular decision was,
of course, undecided after that point. Am I alone?
1 think not.

Do people keep their choice college or college
applications quiet until the deadline is closed? If
so, why?

1 found it almost offensive when people would not
tell me where they were thinking about applying. Of
course, this was extremely hypocritcal because 1 did

not want to seem decided myself. However, some
people had legitimate reasons for not disclosing
their college choice, as I most definately did.

Some people were simply shy, and did not want
to seem tash while making their selection. Along
similar lines, others did not want to make a big
deal about where they were going. They wanted to

eliminate the hoopla of, “Hey L applied thete,
too, and we should play out our future
together!” Some have difficulty
explaining exactly where the,
pethaps very large, amount of
colleges are, and exactly what
they are abont. Since there are
many fabulous (and extremely
selective) schools in Vieginia,
some people decided to wait
until they heard back before
listing off where they applied.
This idea made both the
conversation exchange and
the morale of the student higher! In my case, I did
not tell others due to the strict reason I wanted to
give myself the best chance of acceptance.

Now, on the other side of the process, things
seem a bit different. Disclosing our college
selection appears far off on the horizon. Either
way, acceptance letters are out, and the checks are
in. Hveryone i3 going to have a different college
experience, and some may be rough, however
generally they will be the most rewarding years of
their lives. Good luck next year, everyone!

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

Questions for

Thought
-Why are
saftballs hard?
-Why is
‘““abbreviated”
so long?

-Why isn t phonetic
spelled the way it
sounds?
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Caroline Staples
Feature: Edifor

Every year, juniors and seniors purchase a parking permit
within the first two weeks of school and also receive a
Student Parking Regulations Form, which is signed by the
student that specifically stares the rules of student drivers.

These rules consist of violations of state laws and
school tegulations such as leaving school grounds during
school hours and going to one’s car duting the school
day. According to the Student Parking Regulation Form,
a parking permit is a privilege and not a fight. Some
regulations are that students must display their permir at
all times when on school grounds, not park in a teacher’s
spot or another student’s spot, and the most stressed rule,
number six (it is highlighted). “The vehicle is not a locker
and students should not go to their cars during school
hours,” said Security guard William Haire.

Haire said these rules are not made by our school or
our administration, but by the county. Not only must our
students and staff follow these guidelines, but so must all
the other schools in Fairfax County. “Students get upset
with us when they get caught, bur the thing is, we don’t
make the rules” said Haire,

Breaking the regulations can result in punishments. For
example, parking in a teacher’s spot or parking without a

Students who fi faxl to dzsplay t}iezr parkm q passeé face serious consequences

displayed permit can result in a ticket and a fine of $25.
Since there is no limit on the number of tickets ot fines
a student can receive, $25 can add up to be a lot of cash
coming out of a teenager’s wallet. If a student driver
receives a ticket, they must pay the fine within 48 houts
clse security sends the fine to the main office to add to
under their student obligation. Too many items under
a student’s obligation can result in being prohibired
from senior activities like the ice cream social, prom,
and even graduation. Any administration member can
talee away a student’s parking permit at any time, even
on the spot.

Junior Hunter Lord had his parking pass taken away
when he tried to turn left onto Quander Road from the
school after classes let out. “T don’t think it was fair
hecause they haven’t enforced it all year and we didn't
know,” said Lord. After Haire took the pass away, he
grew frustrated knowing he had to find another way to

Fuiling to display a parking permit in your car while parking on campis, contd
resudt in frobibition from priviliges and semior activities, including gradusdyon.

Photo by Alex Keckeisen

get to school, but ended up getting his pass back the
next day:

All parking permits have been sold this year,creating a
small wait list of students. The smdents on this list could
possibly receive a permit if one of their classmates werc o
get theirs taken away by breaking the regulations mandated
to all drivers on the Student Parking Regulation Form.

6678 Richmond

Sunflower Florist

wiw,sun-flower. com

Alexandria, VA 22306—6701

703-660-0044

*“‘Loving care from familiar faces™
7930 Fort Hunt Road

Alexandria, VA 22308

Rhatican Serves
Up Nutrition
and Knowledge
at His Dinners

Dan Jachowski

Wire Reporier

Bill Rhatican’s AP Government class has the unique opportunity
several times a month to meet people from all fields related to
government, from a major newspaper teporter to an employce
of the justice Department.

Mr. Rhatican, a former politician, is one of our school’s AP
US Government teachers. In his class, he offers his students
a number of unique opportunities to better understand
government on a very deep level, through projects like publishing
a compilation of essays every year and holding dinners where
he invites his students and members of the political community
to come and discuss interesting topics.

One of Mr. Rhatican’s students, Senior Alexandra Knoppel
went to a number of Mr. Rhatican’s dinners. She liked the very
involved discussions where she was able to learn more about
the current issues happening in government, “Tt was good for
me as a citizen to be more informed about the political aspects
of government,” Knopple said. Even though her own 1nterests
lie in the ficld of medicine, the discussions were definitely
worthwhile and give her a real world view of politics, thereby
adding to her class experience. She felt it helped significandy to
have a stance on the issues discussed beforehand, but even if
you did not you could learn and get involved in the discussion.
For Knopple, “The dinners had a really relaxing and enjoyable
environment with intelligent convetsation and good foed.”

Senior Kristen Merek has gone to Mr. Rhatican’s dinners to hear
from a major newspaper reporter and a public opinion pollster.
Both of these speakers gave here a very interesting look inside
of how government works. Although the speakers connected
to things she was leatning in her government class, Merek
was also able to connect their talks with classes she is taking
besides government. The public opinion pollster discussed how

1" studies used by politicians and interest groups can be skewed

to substantiate any claim. “T’'m taking smtistics, and we’ve been
learning how bias can affect studies. He showed us how political
parties and interest groups exploit these biases for their own
benefits,” said Merek. “Those kinds of opportunities help teach
us how government functions aside from what we learn in the
text book” The dinners also gave her a unique opportunity
because they provided a very relaxed academic environment,
rather than having to worry about a test looming over you or
making sure you take copious notes.

Mr. Rhatican’s dinners seem to be an incredibly useful
experience for many, if not all, of his students, becanse apart
from getting good food, they also learn how they can relate
their knowledge from class to the real world.

Friday, May 26, 2006
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Revitalization of Route One

Route One Adds Numerous Restaurants and Stores

Taylor Dankmyer :
Op-Ed Editor Mount Vernon center opened on April 6 of this past year. In place of the old Dunkin’ Donuts, a Walgreens is going
The Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SED.C)  to be built. Walgreens will also replace the Dak’s Grill. Dak’s
Over the last two years, Route One has improved has identfied remaining development opportunities along  Grill is working with Walgreens representatives to find a new
drastically. A plethora of new commercial projects have the highway, which are based on recommendations and location on Route One.
been constrocted that One of the biggest
have dramatically changed renovations that has
the appearance of the been delayed for a long
road. time is King’s Crossing
Some improvements King’s Crossing, if built,
as of late include the g would be placed at the
renovation of Mount € intersection of Route
Vernon Plaza. A Staples, 1 and Kings Highway.
Michaels, Bed Bath and g It  would include
Beyond, Cold Stone, and .. both  residential and
mote have been put in ¢ commercial  buildings,
the plaza. Also, the old E comparable to Peatagon
Hechinger’s building was Row. The S ED.C. website
replaced by a Golds Gym £ explains the project:
and a Quizno’s Subs, and “Two key propertics
a Target was built. Panera Chi-Chrs will be replaced by a newer ustablishemant, lites the Petsmart it the new shopping center at Mount Vernon Plaza, This is ocouring all along Route One. have been selected as
Bread was also a recent the core of the proposed
addition, teplacing Hollywood Video. The Safeway in the other information compiled by the SED.C, development, but up to thirty other properties could be
Some future plans are included. The citizens and business community have partnered
construction of Famous with the Fairfax County Government to forge a commitment
Daves, a barbeque restaurant  to make the Kings Crossing area the signature retail, office and
which will take the place residential hub of southeastern Fairfax County.
of the former Shoneys At this very moment, Route One is being rebuilt and redone.
Chipotle is starting This is occurring up and down the entire stretch of the highway
construction in the Beacon in our area, The plan to rebuild this stretch of highway has
Center within the next two been a priority over the last few years, but has finally been put
months as well. The Value into action over the last couple of months. The site plans have
Inn was demolished and a been changed, but it is probable that it will be constructed.
Chili’s and Commerce Bank For more information on current route one projects you can
are being built soon. go to httpr/ /wrwwisfdc.org/ projects.heml,

SURFWEAR
and

REESF
SANDALS

Now available at Keedo
1600A Belle View Plaza
(703) 768 - 2100
West Potomac Students receive
a courtesy discount
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Ambassador of
Ghana Premieres
at Our School

Dan Jackowski & Emily Chilton

The honorable Ambassador Fritz Kowabena
Poku of Ghana visited owr school on
Wednesday, May 24, and gave a presentation
about Africa Day.

Celebrated on May 25, Africa Day is a
continent-wide holiday for the African Union.
It celebrates the continued achievements of
Africa as well as their furure prospects, and
allows them to reflect on the economiczal and

social problems and challenges they face.
Poku allowed the students to create their

about Africa Day in Koggleman Theater.

Frity Kuubenu Poku, the Ambassador of Gbana, speaks o stwdnets and facuity

Wire Reporters

of many different cultares. Despite their
differences, the people of Ghana are able o
maintain a secular stance and live peacehully.
"Before the presentation, students were
bricfed on the content of Poku’s speech.
Junior Marley Kimmel said, “I'm excited to
learn more about African heritage” Junior
Traci Jennings, active member of the Black
Culatal Alliance (B.C.A) and Gospel Choir,
said, “We are going to clatify everything
right here, right now [about Africa Day].”
Students who attended
the presentation
learned Africa is viewed
negatively by the western
world, especially in
the media, because
agriculture is seen as one
of their oaly strengths.
However, raw materials
include gold, cocoa,
‘5 diamonds, etc. This is
the bedrock of their
economic stability.
Sophomore Allie
Bennert enjoyed the
presentation because it

Photo by Lakeisha Langley

own ideas abour what shapes a person using
the Socrate Method, his favorite method
of teaching Questions asked by Pokn
included, “How many of you chose your own
parents. .. How many of you chose to be born
on Earth.. . How many of you chose birth of
African, Indian, or Chinese [heritage|?”
Polm’s speech was easy to follow, enthralling,
informative, and peppered with pithy humor.
He spoke of his country, Ghana, founded in
1957. 1t was the first country south of the
Sahara to beliberated from colonial rule. There
is now a population of 21 million, composed

using real automobiles.
" Jackowski’s project

community.

: e;w also watched the start |
‘of the Indianapolis 500
race. “It was ceally loud”

provided her with an
“intellectual insight” into life in Ghana and
African achievements.

Poku encourages students of this school
to raise awareness about Africa Day and all
of Africa’s achievements thus far, “By doing
citizen diplomacy. Talk with them in focus
groups and exchange ideas on what you know
and what you've learned.” Poku’s attendance
at our school helped some of our students
gain a sound impression on what Africa is
really like. Hopefully, we can contnue t©
spread this positive image throughout our

SEC chrtsmtamea

sl b rable  said Jackowski. Also, when- 1
rﬂ mho:tomg: asked about he scicnce fair, Kathieen Wheeler
fair. Along with tiis he Jackowski said, “Anyone has | Aleen Uosiovan
received many scholasships  the ability to get to this level Ashley Evans
from organizations and Of thescience faif. All you Moily Weisblate

corporations.  He received

néed is 4 creative idea with a
a wtl of $4800 in _go'od scientific method.”

One out of every three high school students won't graduate.

Fhere is no good excuse to keep yvou from vour education.

STAY IN SCHOOL.

Photo illustration by Kate O'Connor

Student Drop Out
Rate is Slowly,
Steadily Increasing

Jocelyn Finfrock

Focwr Editor

The dropout rates of schools around
the county have been increasing each year.
According to the Fairfax County Public
Schools (EC.ES) network, 2.7% of their
students drop out every year. Our school
has the highest number of dropouts. In
the 2003-2004 school year, 124 smudents
dropped out. That is a huge amount,
considering the majotity of other schools
only had about 50 dropouts. Last year, 72
students lefr, which is an improvement
from the previous year; however; it is stll
the highest our of all 21 high schools in
Fairfax County. “T think it is crazy and

- absurd that we are leading the way into
¢ the future with dropouts,” said junior
| Nick Wazilewski. Berween 1999 and 2005,
. our school has had the highest student

dropout rate. What is the reason for so

. many students to drop out? The Virginia

. Department of Education gives nine
| primaty dropout reasons: achievement
3 problems, behavioral difficulties,

' expulsion, employment, family pregnancy,
| health problems, maximum age, financial

Why pay over $100...

...for something we can do for $30 in less time.

hardship, and unknown. “I think we have
a lot of dropouts because our students are
unmotivated,” said Wazilewski.

In our area, many families do not have
the money to send their kids through
school. When junior Nick Friederich was
asked why he thought our school had so
many dropouts, he said, “Many people
need to work and support their family, so
they can’t afford schoel after high school.”
It is possible that is why we have such high
dropout rates,

When a student drops out of high schoal,
they are making a huge decision that will
affect the rest of theirlife, especially if they
never go back to graduate, Stadents need to
realize what they are giving up when they
dropout. Dropouts will make $200,000
less than high school graduates in their
lifetime, and $B00,000 less than college
graduates. In 1971, a male dropout made
$35,087. In 2002, that figure decreased
35 percent, and a full-time working male
dropout made only $23,903. Students need
to know what they are giving up when they
drop out and how important it is to stay
in school,

Call the

Rosenkranz Lawn Care Service
and we’ll give you a great deal!

Specialties:
+ Leaves

(703) 360-04006

Kyle Rosenkranz
820 Empress Ct.
Alexandria, VA 22308
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SEb: é‘ ~Why do you think you were nommaied for bemg one of the most influential people? ~Why do think you were nominated for

2 L “l do what | believe in and | hope people respect my original and creative thought. | being one of the most influential people?

£ U ?’_. try to be a friend to many and just stay true to “| think | was nominated for being an in-

i 3 _‘]: myself.” fluential person because | try and keep

Gd A ~ What is your definition of influenfial? "“Some- a positive outlook on things. | also view

-;_ B = , one who has made a difference or touched myself as somewhat outgoing and very

3 ; 3 ? someone’s life in someway.” easy to make friends with.”

= o -] ~What/who is influential in your life? “My fam- ~What is your definition of influential?

Z ‘E 'TE L2 ily. My parents have always been so support- “Influential is someone who changes the

z E }" : ; ive of everything | do. My sister has shown me way you think or act. An influential per-

F < ; I,.-’ 3 strength, hard work, and dedication; and my son |s someone whose ideas are greatly

@ = brother has been an integral part in the way | respected and bring about positive change.”

- ' 5 think and perceive ideas, ethics, and art.” ~What/ who is influential in your life? “My parents have been the gre

influence and motivation in my life. They've helped shape the p

Brad Dalto
: 2 Pntwane Minter

~ Why do you think you were nominated for being one of the n
influential people? “I think it is probably because I'm well kn
throughout the school, for
both my personality and my
athletic talents.”

~ What is your definition of

ca Roberts

Marquita McCallum  Brian Fuentes

~Why do you think you were nominated for being one of the most influential

people? “| honestly was very shocked in receiving this, but if | had to answer, I'd

probably say it's because of my heavy involvement and participation in many of

the school's activities.”

~ What is your definition of influential? " Influential, to me, means someone making a difference in
another person's life. Whether it is your best friend or the 20 kids on the varsity team, influencing
others is the ability to attempt to set a good example while still not being perfect, No influential

e

(

Zach Feinstein  Sinead Smith

Devin Clarl

& person Is perfect; they simply help others realize what is perfect about them. They bring out the best Ifussiiall  “Me  definition
= 8 in people while trying to motivate them or obtain o goal.” of Infliential is: something or
3 '5 ~What /who is Influential In your life2 * | am lucky enough to have my influence be in my very own ccnbont RS L a effei? o
g B~ house. My mom influences me on a dally basis and to ot o Wb e
r . W
o - N < many extents, Anyone who comes into contact with my & Q, ,T o
=8 - goes about things. :
<9 @ mom can tell you the feeling they get when around her, = Whu?/ ibierle bBential in |
(ks & They will admit there Is an indescribable aura of hap- our life? “M RSN
ey S8 piness that surrounds her ot any given moment and how % ¥-pa ®
=W U S , ence me because they work [§
i easily it Is spread to those around her. She is honestly the 3
20y < _a so hard to make sure | have
- By most thoughtful, genuine, kind, happy, and hard-working
o M § g8 all that | want and need. An-
Py U person that | have ever met. If life's goal Is for us to be 2 e thing that is really inf
Zs = e % s i il AL c o i is really influ-
o happy, ha ':9 I‘L“h i nﬂlem_.n:”mc‘.l... has taught me E ential to life is my sports talents, which allow me to keep my heoc
__ _ﬁ ;.: every pessible impertant value in life, ';5.. straight and keep my grades up."
Zwn ¢ =  “He inspires me fo run track and study
a = B
; :_" < I“lt I‘ee é sports medicine.” - Arielle Brock,11
=5 & ~Why do think you were nomi-
g o nated for being one of the mos’r
=& 3 mﬂuenflci peopfe? Because Nleticlll
/o I = | .t - -
. @ it along w :opie and run i
[ AT
= "WhCﬂ‘IS yourdeﬁnthon of mﬂuen- ]) l ) vt l
o
2 i tial?z “To be a part of a changeh 0110Vl
- P . — - - % 1
v SOIME ~Why do think you were nominated for being
g & "‘Whﬂt-’ th_‘ is mﬁueniic:ll in YOUf one of The mos’r mﬂuem‘lol peopleg " have
- 47 Bl life? ‘“Family, fiends, coaches > ideo why | s neminaied! | guess it's be-
55 8 team, schoo -ouse of my take- f"'mrr;r- attitude
=5 E “She is a grec:’r role model and proves that you can do any-  ~What is your definition of Inﬁuen’ﬂcl? | feel being influentialis po:
35 % thing you want.” -Anonymous student sessing the ability fo cause change
=< g ~What/ who is mﬂuenﬁc:l in
. o ; e e e Tl e
8 .5 ll ,'_ yourlrfe Everyone in my
15 NMohamed Chouat e hos infenced me: my
o » SR
- te parents,
& g ~Why do think you were nominated for bemg one of ighbors, and
<) ﬂg the most influential people? | guess that it's because saches. They all have had I
3 b~ S Iry to get o know people ’*l-f_i m very cpfi .l an iImpact on my iife and have E
24 love life and | guess people iove positive people.’ shaped who | am foday.” -§
- = = ~Whatis your definition of "Megon has gone through alot B
EE m mﬂuemme “Influential is and she is one of the strongest §
&< o o raa people | have ever met. Everyday g
- R it she provides an example for me =
g o P ] B0 s to be a better person.” - Shannon
20 8 er it means that you're g Higgins, 10
“> % leader or that you were '
&8 5 there for someone when II 'Y l lh 19
a7 g thevy neeced yo \J Lll(, ‘ llLll‘l
% o i g L : . :
g.5 “Whalllwho Kihlluettial i Why do think you were nominated for being
- ¥ ;,:; your life? “Mrs. Reynolds, one of the most influential people? | don't
== Mrs. Bobo. and Mr ' ‘“r"‘:v”"'ll. ;
3 S farb. Mrs. Revnold ~What is your definition of influential? “influen-
<Z 8 me abetter persor fial is someone who mativates people to do
| “E Dari i MYV Iife M ‘-"5. R t- .‘:C_.-f”*'_“:"?“::ﬂ'-;]_-'
=0 & e perspect Ar G ~What/ who is influential in your life2 "y
: _6 -l 3 an wow | like to I’".-_'"".",_“
£ S Y T L T R " He was the first person to ever talk to me in
g u n. 1 said 1 like to think this school.” Anonymous student
4
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rson Influential?

Kay and Penny Danquab _ Elex Speights

~Why do think you were nomi-
iated for being one of the most
nfiuential people?

Penny: “I have a positive attitude;
| do what teachers ask of me and
im respectful.”

Kay: “T don’t conform to the be-
liefs and ideas some students have.
| also respect my teachers, friends

ind teammates.”

~What is your definition of influ-

AN
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~Why do think you were nominated for being
one of the most influential people? “Because 'm
fresher than fresh and everyone knows me or @
wants to know me! Naw, I'm just joking, T think
its because I"'m nice, cute smart and real cute.” :
~What is your definition of influential? “Some-
one who people look up to for the positive things

they do.”

~What/ who is influential in your life? “My mom
was really influential in my life. She made me who
: I am and 1 thank her for everything she did.”
al? “He is funny and gets along with everyone. With-

feany: “A person w ho h.js, a positive impact on others. 3 out him school would not be as interesting.” - Sta-
Kay: “Having a positive impact on people that can never be erased. cie De Guzmsan

“What/ who is influential in your life?

Penny: “My parents, teachers, and my teammates all support me a lot.”
Kay: “My family, pastor, teachers, friends, coaches and teammates.”
‘She and her twin sister are the only black girls on the lacrosse team. Even

Photo by Lakeisha Langley
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hough some people said is was a white sport, many black glrls are Now Ryan Baker g <2
villing to join the lacrosse team due to their perseverence.” -Anonymous g 3
ftudent ~Why do think you 'j :
et were nominated for Be
Sulln Yoo being one of the most 2 B
; 4 A <
“Why do think you were nominated for being one of l?ﬂu.en‘ual poopiad, THes 5 & B
he most influential people? “I guess | was nomimated | e cayse | have‘ . 10‘; of it o é B
jecause my involvement in student government for ey and I'm a little & E =
e junior class! 071! . % different than everybody '%‘: s b=
“What is your definition of influential? “My defini- - else.” | E 5 =
fion of influential is characteristic of being a good 2  ~What is your definition 3 AL o
wle model and to inspire others to become a better [IiS % of influential? “A change | £ a8 &
yerson.” - 15  in somebody in the way % £ g ';":
“What/ who is influential in your life? “I would have | = & they think or act on a it : 2 o
0 say my mother. She has taught me so_much apom — = certain issue.” f = {9
§s nd how my Sctions shoukl b ece in Ay sits- ~What/ who is influential in your life? “Mr. 1.D. Sicila, who is like E RS-

jon in a positive way. She is definitely my role model.”

. : = : : % Danielle 2 S€¢cond father to me is always looking after me.” <
She is our class president and she is very dedicated and has a lot of hope mwcﬂmﬂmw}le “He's always happy despite his own problems and is al- 7

ways willing to lend an open ear. 1 have yet to see a
sad face when ever he is around.” -Anonymous student

Jos Bradley

~Why do think you were nominated for being one of
the most influential peo-
ple? “I have a lot of friends
and I try to be respectful.”
~What is your definition
of influential? “Some
one who has an effect on
everyone around them.”
~What/ who is influen-
tial in your life? “Mom,
senior Brad Dalton,
teachers, and brothers.”

4 n ~Why do think you were nominated for being one of the most -
influential people? “T am really surprised that I was nominat-

A : ; : : ed. Although I guess I was nominated because I'm nice to people 3
~ Why do you think you were nominated for being one of the most influential and people claim Pm funny.” g

people? “I am always encouraging my classmates and I set a great role-model for ~What is your definition of |
my peers.” influential? “My definition of
~ What is your definition of influential? “Influential is someone or something that influential is someone who af-
has made a lasting impact on something that fects athers in a positive way.
one can reflect on years from now.” : Also, they care about others.™
~ What/ who is influential in your life? “Whats, Wik s sl
“My parents have always let me pursue my Yo life? “People influ-
dreams. My biolegy teacher, Mr. Halteh, has enfisl 1o me xee Wy PRSI,
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Rosa Climaco Mata

~Why do think you were nominated for being one of
the most influential people? “I don't see myself as in-
fluential but I guess. thats how other people see me”
~What is your definition of influential? “Being a leader to someone”
~What/ who is influential in your life? “The person who influenc-
es me the most is my mom andsalso getting better at basketball.”

MO} ydsy  swedoy e

»
}

ZOpUEID] PIAB(] ZIMWEY USPPH pde

3=

2

g :

They are influential because En =

s oudy - o n g 2 | 4

alw a_\agncnusadnce_about the “real world”, - they have taught me many Ef T

and has taught us to improve our character. = things and T respect them.” - 5 B
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learn so much from them everyday.” Anonymous student B Mab
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Jon Yoo
Asst. Sports Edstor

Almost every kid in the world has a dream
of becoming a famous sports star. In any
| spott, they see themselves dominating every
¢ part of their game.

. This is the reason why. we find ourselves

Success with Consequence

their favorite athletes
goes beyond  just
admiration. They
become a trademark
of the player, wearing
their jerseys and shoes,
using their signature
moves, or having the

on the courts or fields at such a young age, same rumber;

envisioning being the best. With all the

just Weth bis phenomenal physsea
think about how many Janses, bas become the ip and consing face of the National Basketball Arsociation.

raimr, Lebron ja»;‘;-q-;uérom a-mn;y have deemed as KGr

number 23's therc are
in honor of Michael Jordan.

Players’ influences have become so great
that if they make a mistake on or off the
playing ficld they are criticized. Junior
Dawane Munelyn said, “With what happened
in the Kobe situation, it seemed like [ was the
only person that still rooted for him. You
can teally see how much he was affected
and how much he wants to prove
everyone wrong for doubting him.
Sports stars, just like us, can’t always
be perfect. ™

However, it does not really matter
if they made a mistake or not,
because no matter what, we continue
to adapt from them and try to follow
in their success. We become models
of them in and out of sports, from
their moves to their swagger and
¢ cven celebration. As much as we

! , 3 & are pursaing to be in theit place one
Bush, seen here at the 2006 NEL Drafi after foregoing bis  day, there are so many others doing
semior year at USC, bas yet to show that be an iive up to the bype.  the same. What we fail to recognize
i is that we are not the only ones who
& have become more then just being a game. take after these superstars; we are one of
Athletes are idols to many people throughout  maybe millions.
| the country, especially to our youth. We sce  Withall the young athletes, such as jamesand
themn making the clutch plays, being displayed ~ Reggie Bush, becoming the main attractions
on the media, and signing those luxurious in sports today, it has changed our society’s
" contracts; bottom line is, we want to be in  standards view on sports. “It is incredible
' their position. Most people’s fascination of 10 see how LeBron and Reggie can ke so

young sports talents today, everyone wishes
. they could become the next LeBron James,
and convince themselves to helieve they can
make this dream a reality. Unfortunately for
| many, they realize too late that this dream will
| always stay a dream.

In today’s society, athletics have become
. a primary source of entertainment. Sports
' have become a major force in our country, and

g
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Alex Keckeisen
Co-Editor-in-Chief

More than two years ago, Major League Baseball (MLE) made §
the decision to move the Montreal Expos to our nation’s capital, 8
giving the district their first baseball team since the Senators
left over 33 years ago. So, as the Nationals are already underway
" into their sophomore season, how is the franchise?

A few weeks ago, after much speculation, a group headed
by real estate developer, Ted Lerner were able to buy the team
for approximately $450 million. While baseball did look for the
most capable owners to keep a profitable team, it may be hard
to tebuild such 2 devastated franchise. The teams payroll has
been stuck at around $60 million for the last few years after
Bud Selig and the other 293 awners bought the team. The farm

and a mew owener, Ted Learner.

be Nattonals are mm,mmgum”mm&mau nath

much pressure and deliver. What they can
physically and how bad they want to wir
incredible,” said senior George Johnson. ]
success that is seen through the likes of th
players has made it acceptable for an athl
to turn professional without finishing coll
or skipping college alrogether. Much of |
is due to pressure and timing, However t
do not know how much hard work and efi
one has to put in to reach a certain po
how many good playets there are, let al
their chances of becoming a superstar.

The amount of pressure that young athle
face today seems to sct them up for fail
Many players not only have trouble adapt
to the pro game, but also must deal with
situations off the field, What most athle
see when they make this jump is the insi
fame that can be theirs. Therefore, when t
make this jump, many of them never re
their potental and fail to play profession
They fail to realize thatas a pro athlete it tz
much more than being able to be stic
fast, or having a jump shot. Besides tal
potential, and maturity at such a young .
it takes something that no one else has, li
swagger of a certain edge. They also nee
be able to handle pressure, deliver at eru
time, 2nd be committed to being succes:
They need something that goes beyond
sport; something the rest of the world
relate to and take from.

The State of the Nationals

system has also taken a large hit, as it has proven difficult to
hire scouts because of the budget.

The stadium has also been a hot topic, and while the deal has
been resolved and the first steps have been taken in construction,
the question remains as to whether the Nationals fans will be able to
fill the stadium, day-in 2nd day-out. On the Nationals” home opener,
games which usually draw capacity crowd, over 5,000 seats were left
unfilled at, RFK stadium. And while team officials remain positive
about attendance, saying they expect about the same numbers a3
last year (2.73 million), others remain skeptical On May 4, the city
officially broke ground on the $611 million, publicly financed stadium.
Breaking ground was one of the biggest steps forward for the young
franchise. DC chairperson Linda Cropp initially opposed a new public

Goals scored by the girls soccer team
in a first round district tournament win
over T.C. Williams, with 2 goals scored

by sophomore Stephanie Gerow.

In The
Nunmbers

financed stadium; instead, she proposed any money should go tow
renovating the 45 year old stadium that they Nationals currently
in. Mayor Anthony Williams became skeptical of whether the |
would even stay in the district, stating that there probably will nc
baseball in Washington for much longer.

Last year’s inaugural ream also broke out in the NL East carly ir
season, and seemed prime to make the playoffs. Butaftera slamp,
finished with an 81-81 record. This year’s team is currently stan
in knee deep water in the cellar of the NI East and sinking fast.

Whether the decision to bring baseball back to D.C. was a good
or not, there will always be skeptics about if it was the right dec.
not only to bring the team, but to publicly financc a stadium.

Personal best height that
senior Josh Rodriguez
placed first with at the

district track meet.

10 7
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Houston Murphy
Sports Elditor

The boys’ track and field team has ptoven
to be not just a perennial contender in the
district, but continual district champions and
legitimate regional and state contenders. The
team accomplished an incredibly esteemed
feat on May 17" and 18" as they captured
their fifth Patrot District title here at our

school.

Senior A Febrigio exceris bis intensity fo wind up ﬁra toss in the shot part.
His throw of 47 feet befped bim maintain bis shot put fitle since winicr season.

Houey’s Highlights

Triumph Measured in Lengths

Following their strategy from the indoor
winter season, Coach Lundin placed athletes
in events all across the board and expected
them to compete for points aggressively, yet
cfficiently. “We had even more depth, and
this allowed us to be more selective in what
events we put people in,” said Lundin. “It’s
all about picking your battles,” continued
Lundin. “If we have someone who is good
in one event, but might only score a point
or two because that event
has the top runners in the
region from out district,
we would put them in a
race where they would be
more compettive.”

The team captains and
veterans paced the team,
and newcomers and role
players played important
parts in secuting the
ttle and setting the team
apart from the rest of
the competition. Seniors
Antwane Minter and Josh
Rodriguez took first and
second place respectively
in the long and triple
jump, Senior Frank

Photo by Housmn Murphy

Going into the district meet, the wolverines
faced a uvsual scenario: they were ranked

as underdogs against Lake Braddock. The

one-point deficit in their projected scorc
compared to Lake Braddock’s, which was
composed from team meet results and
individual statistics, was at least the third year
in 2 row that they were underdogs going into
the district meet, The wolverines managed
to win the meet by 60 points, a blowout that
is remarkable in one of the most competitive
districts in the state,

Devar went all out in the mile, achieving a
personal tecord to help him capture fourth
place. Senior AJ] Febtizio followed up his
outstanding debut to track and field during
the winter season, defending his shot put
tide with a first place throw of 47 feet.
Sophomore Chustopher Newkitk placed
second in the 100-meter hurdles and spring
newcomer Arthur Williams placed second
in the 100 meter dash and also helped the
4x100 meter dash along with senior Corey
Smith, Rodriguez, and Minter capture first

place with a personal recotd of 43.1 scconds,
The team was so well-balanced that they had
points come from cvery event except three,
two of which were scratched becausc they
led by so many points by the end of the
meet.
The gids’ team showed onc of ‘

their strongest performances since 'b -

"
 ;
- i

the days of lady wolvetine alumnus
and Olympic star Tiombe Hurd,
The girls sincerely gave their all, with |8
personal records swarming the stat
sheet.  Senior Debbie Armstrong
started off the meet on May 17* in
the first event of the meet, placing
an astounding second with a PR of
4’6" in the high jump. After the high
jump, sophomore Kat Lee leapt to
first place in the long jump. Though
she suffered a tough beat when she
sceatched all three of her triple jumps,
she made up for it well when she came
out of no whete to spring herself to a
second place pole vault. Senior Amara
Lewis and junior Jana Decoster both
scored important points, making it to

event, especially on the high school level,
it is-in great part because of suppott from
their teammares. Wherther it was when they
pushed each other through practice, helped
someone stretch out 2 tight muscle before
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the finals in the 400 meters and 110
meter hurdles, respectively.  Senior Shanna
Richardson scored in four different events
and qualified for states in the long jump. On
the distance side of the team, sophomore
Elizabeth Heath placed fourth in the mile
and junior Kelly Jemison ran a personal
best time that placed her second in the meet
and was hundredths of a second away from
qualifying her for states,

Although these poiats, personal records,
and single performances are achieved by
individuals, they are all accomplishments
of the tearn, When one person
does their best in an

Tennis Takes a Swing

Jon Yoo

Asst. Sports Edrior

For the past several seasons, our school’s boy's tennis team
has not received much of the spring sport spotlight. This
was due mainly to the team’s little success and diminishing
popularity, which did not match those of track and soccer
teams. However, the 2006 squad has changed these ways
with 2 highly successful season, which included a district
rournament birth. Junior Tan Shaw replied on the much
approved season by saying, “Besides the fact that everyone
stepped their game up, we had more veterans and a better
quality line up compared to past years.”

703-660-0044

“Loving care from familiar faces™
7930 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

With the steady leadership of senior veterans Matt Vennel
and Ricky Lowey, the six-man team finished with ten wins
and four losses. Remrning junior starters, Neij Mehea and
Nick Waslewski, also poweted the squad by moving up a
slot in the singles lineup, while more depth was added to
the team with the additions of Shaw and sophomore Josh
McFarland. Even with a solid rostet, the team still faced
tough competition from district opponents, including
Lee High School. Many of the players agreed that the
match against Lee was the most difficalt. Though they
were handed 2 six to three loss, the meet was extremely close
down the line, with Waslewski and Shaw both winning their
matches, “The Lee game was a close match, and it basically
came down to who made the least mistakes and played the
hardest,” said McFarland.

Though the wins for the team came by the total individual
victories, the players relied on each other for support and
confidence. Under Coach Pete Raney, it was expected forevery
member of the team to play with confidence, determination,
and to give their all on the court. They accomplished this
by following the team’s stratcgies and game plans, which
included being able to stay focused at all nmes, whether it
was during practice or 2 match, and showing no negative

body langnage. “We all knew what we were capable 3

of, and we played to our strengths, QOur strategies ¢ =7

; of athletes e_]ect-

fying our athletic
ram for pmbatmn

2 race, gave them advice or encouragement
when they doubted themselves, or simply
cheered them on during the last stretch of
their race, all of the individuals on this track
team make up one big family that proves that
track and field is more than just an individual
sport. All of the track athletes are out there
putting it on the line every day in practice,
together, and this is how they ger through
the season. When it comes time to be out
there by yourself in front of everyone, you
are on your own. But the great thing about
track and feld is that you know you aren’t
all alone.

played a huge
part in keeping us calmand  prepared,”
said Shaw. With the help of team managers,
sophomores Mary Sergeant and Rania Fusisi,
the players were able to stay focused and in
check, while also having a laid back approach.

“Having Mary and Rania as our managers was

maybe the single most important ingredient
to our team’s success this season,” said
McFarland.
This year’s squad accomplished what many
did not expect. With the progress that
they expedienced, they have finally caught
much of the school’s attention, Much
of this success was due to cach player
believing in his own ability and coming
through with just playing good, solid
tennis. Shaw put it perfectly when
he said, “We will remain focused,
and bring the success into the next
season.” With this in mind, maybe,
just maybe, our boys’ tennis team is
here to stay.

=

[umt Nmnber of pomts scored in

ed ﬁrﬂm games this year, dasmcis by sophomore Kat
Leeto help the glrls traﬁk
team place 's
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Day in the Life of... the King of Kings

Katie Staples
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Our school used to pride itself on being
a democracy, an administrative team-tun
establishment of learning. Butthat is wrong,
so wrong, Our school is actually ruled by a
familiar face among the students, a football
icon, a man for all seasons; his name, King
Ritchie.

Saturday, May 13 was no ordinary day for
the students of this school. It was a day of
pampering, primping, and partying, one of
the mostanticipated nights of the year: Prom,
However, it also marked the beginning of
King Ritchie’s reign. That Saturday at Prom,
senior Ritchie Math beat out several other
prominent senior boys for the title of Prom
King “I was really excited because a lot of
people were happy for me. Even before 1
won, people were chanting my name,” said
Marth. Prom-goers congratulated him once
he was announced prom king.

“[Ritchie] looked as happy as a litde kid on
Christmas. He was sexy; his tuxedo really
accentuated his features,” said friend, senior
Nick Brady. After his dance with Prom
Queen senior Elise Bender, Math hurried
back to his date, girlfriend of six months,
senior Mayra Elias. “I think it’s great [Ritchie

Eight Places
Yo Heang

Nyisha Vann

won] because he was one of our leaders in
football and our all-time great. He was
most deserving of Prom King because
he’s been through so much. He basically
represents the student body: he’s smart,
good at sports, 2 minotity, and easy to get
along with,” added sophomore Mohamed
Chouat.

On a typical day, Math goes to school,
work, and, ves, you puessed it, plays
football. “Football is my life. 1 dedicate
most of [if] to football,” he said. One of
King Ritchie’s favoritc classes is weight
lifting, “I like to work out to get ready for
foatball in the future,” Math stated. Weight
training teacher Dan Lundin said, “[Ritchie
is] an active member in school, faced a lot
of adversity, set a good example, and is a
good selection overall for any leadership
position. He’s a good kid with a good
attitude about things.” King Ritchie played
middle linebacker and tight end for our
school’s vatsity football team and will play
foothall at either Shenandoah University
or Southern Virginia University this fall.
He said the schools are putting together
as much money as they can for an athletic

scholarship. As a graduated college athlete, Soniors Richie Math and Edise Bender won the title of Prom

Lundin discussed several scenarios with Keng and Oueen of 2006.

Wire Reporier

For students in out generation, things change all the time. But

Kristina Dahman

Wire Reporter

we are also a fairly schizaphrenic in nature—at one instant we want
to do one thing, only to radically shift our focus the next instant.
Students hang out at many different places, and people from dif-
ferent ethnic groups hang out at different places. So what are your
top eight places that everybody can agree on no matter what age
and what ethnic group you fall in? This is an informational guide
to the top eight hang-out spots.

8. The park—a lovely place to view old-fashioned natural beauty
(plants, flowers, etc...)

7. The movies—the community theater to check out all the latest
motion pictures,

6. TJIF-—-an catery/bar located throughout out city.

5. The mall—a fashionable place to purchase items; one can intef-
act with athers, and meet new friends at the mall.

4. House parties--a place whese one can be in thier comfort zone
and have a great time celebrating whatever you are celebrating!

3. Most known teen night clubs--a place where teens are having
fun in the Washington D.C, area.

2. Downtown D.C.--known as the mini New York City, a place
where you will never sleep, not with all the great restaurants and
shopping malls (Georgetown, etc...)

1, Dave and Busters/ESPN Zone--an eatery whete you can
play games and have a great time doing so.

These places can be found throughout the whole Metro area, and
some of them are right under your nose. Just hanging out with
your friends can create a very good time.

three levels: easy, medium and hard.

Electric Entermainment

Math in which he could excel academically,
physically, and socially. “The goal is to put
him in a situation where he’ll have most
success,” Lundin said.

Math works at Village Hardware with
best friend senior Jimmy Arrington. After
that he does homework and watches his
favorite T.V. shows, The Simpsons and
Family Guy. On weekends, “Jimmy, Tyler
Gray, Corey Gray, and 1 play volleyball,”
Math said. He loves to stay active on
weekend and hang out with friends. “I owe
all my fun weekends to Brittany Maniglia,”
he continued.

Math’s close family consists of his two
older sisters, both West Potomac graduates,
soon-to-be brother-in-law; Eric, and friend
Brice Pope, with whom Math is so close he
calls his brother. He also shares his house
with his half-cat, half bobcat, Xavier, and
dachshund, Midget.

After college, Math hopes to be a
football player for the Bengals. However,
“If that doesn’t work out, I'll be majoring
in business and criminal justice,” he said.
Unal then, Math said he will contmie to
be the “outgoing, fun, gentle giant” of a
player turned Prom king the students of
our school know him as.

Sudoku Challenge

Sudoku has become increasingly popular among students

Sudoku is an up-and-coming trend that can be found all over the publication and internet wotld. Sudoku'’s have

=The rules are simple; use the integers 1 — 9 to fill in the rows and columns
*The tricky part is you can only you each integer once in each row and column.
+There are nine 3 x 3 squares and each square must be filled with the integers from 1 —9 as well, using each

onc once.

*Some easy locations to find an easy or a challenging Sudoku: The Washington Post, Style S;:ction, generally
toward the end of the section, Target, Sudoku: Puzzle Addict for PC, 9.99, ot these websites. wwwwebsudoku.

com, wwwsudeku.com, or www.dailysukoku.com

“Please feel free to complete the Sudoku puzzle below. Good luck! This is 2 really easy one, just to get you started.
The answer to this puzzle will be in the next issue.

pishe

CIND 1A
Inovative Fndian Cuisine

1510 Belleview Boulevard Luznch: M-F 11:30 am-2:30 pri

Alexandria, VA 22307 Sat & Sun 12:00-3:00 pm
703-660-6085 Dinner: 5.00 pm-10:00 pm
703-660-0853 fax Sunday Dinner: 5:00 pm-3:00 pm
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Texting 1, 2, 3

Anum Jaffri
News Co-Editor

“Txtn=luv" read a recent text message I received on
my cell. Why 2 person would want to pay ten cents for
saying this is beyond me. Though the psychology of
text messaging eludes me, I am a certified text message
addict.

What can you do if you need to ask somecone
something, but are in class, or simply do not waat 0
have a real conversation
with them? Text them!
People have even texted
happy birthday, or actually,
“hapbday!” to me instead of
actually calling me. A text 1
got over winter break read,
“moneys short, times t hard,
sO im txtn u ur xmas card.
Pass iton!” [ laughed when I
read it, because it summed up
how unattached our society
has become. What happened
to meeting someone face 0
face when you wanted to talk
to them?

Do not get me wrong, 1 demag‘rgba:mwrhﬂw:f@fmé :
love text messaging. I save preferred method of stealth communication during classes.

vou, but do not feel offended; you are guilty of doing it,
too. When I accidentally call people, then realize I do
not really want to talk to them, a simple text fixes things.
“Woops rong #,” 1 writc, and leave it at that.

Texting is also the number onc choice for
communication during class, - “You can do it quietly,”
said sophomore Stuart Robinson. “You can get away
with it easier” It is up to teachers to decide what to do
with cell phones should they happen to catch kids using
them dusng class. While
some teachers warn their
students to put the cell
phone away, French teacher
Daniel Fitzgerald takes them
for the entire day.

Just like odd phone
calls, text messages can
sometimes get 2 little weird.
“Some random person said
& 1 love you,” said Robinson
% regarding a suspicious text
he once received. “I still
don’t know who sent it.”

E Texts can also be little
& gigabytes of sunshine you
can savor forever. Junior

Whitney Grays boyfriend

nole-passing as the

all the interesting ones I send
and receive, because people look through my phone and
read them. The first thing I do when looking through
someone else’s phone is read their text messages. It is
a brilliant indicator of a person’s personality. No text
messages? The person is a CLA agent, and deletes all the
top secret text messages he/she dispatches and receives.
When 1 see numerous text messages from one pesson,
and the person is single, I know they will not stay single
for long. Like my wise friend said, “txtn=love” You
really love a person if you randomly send text messages
to the same person three or four times a day.

But this should not be confused with people who text
you to say things that could easily be said over the phone.
This means that the “rexter” does not wish to talk to

from Mt Vemon High.
school sent her song lyrics. I thought he was being
really corny,” said Gray before she realized her love was
expressing his devotion through the art of texting. For
Gray, texts are, “things you can always have to look back
to.”
For my phone, texts are a huge problem, because they
take up so much space in my phone’s memory, but I
save every important text message so people looking
through my phone can see what T do. Imagine if your
cell phone got lost. What would someone looking
through your phone think about you?
Text messaging is arguably the best cell phone
feature, shadowed only by polyphonic dag tones. Most
importantly, they keep other informed about you.

R
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Kristina Dahmann
Wire Reporter
The temperature is steadily increasing and the new summer
styles have been on the runway for months. So I find myself
asking, why do I still see Dress For Success t-shirts when there
is just so much to choose from? Males and females alike tend
to get warm when the temperature

breaks 60 degrees. Males can stick
with their trusty tees while females

Tasha R. Morris

(2021 250-9227 (cell)

MARY KAY"™

Independent Beauty Consultant

TashaMorris@marykay.com
www marykay.com/TashaMorri

are left in the dust trying to cope |8
with a wardrobe that is either too
hot or not school appropriate.
Dress code guidelines state that ..
and ather tops cxposing the midriff,
cleavage, torso, back or chest are |
prohibited. Examples include, but |
are not limited to, tank tops for both
males and females, spaghetti straps, |
fishnet-like shirts...unbuttoned
shirts tevealing chest and tarzan |
shirts.” Tarzan shirt? A tarzan shirt,

for your information, is a shirt that
looks like something Tarzan would
wear—who knewl :

Fither way, in the summer heat [0

this dress code can be constraining, Smart
Tank tops ate cool and can be

ceniort |indsay Goidssen and Saah Kessler know
hat you don't have to cover wp to loak aol,

Cool as a Cucumber

shirts are probably not the best way to go. This is because
the “sweat spots™ are casily “sported.” Besides, polos will
perpetually be in style, whether you pop your collar or not.
Today’s mass media tries to express the idea thatless is best.
Howevert, it can be cool to wear more than just a skimpy
outfit. Your midriff and that beautiful stomach ring may
seem attractive to you; howevet, in
general society there is no need to
show them off: everyone has them!
Shotrts happen to be somewhat
synonymous with short. Butit does
not, by a long shot, have the same
meaning! Commonly referred o
as Bermuda shorts, shorts that are
purposely made longer, are always
an A-plus in an administrators
grade book. They even look best
on the longer-legged people.
2 Finally, lightweight clothing is
% key to being cool while staying in
2 school. With lightweight clothing,
& you can easily adjust to the highly
& air conditioned first period and
g then to the overheated, stuffy
& second period, while you can romp
around outside after school. It is
a done deal. Bring that extra layer

unrevealing, but are still banned

from school. So what is a girl to do? It is easy. T-shirts
are good for school, and can look nice, not to be confused
with the junky spotts tees that ate spotted oh-so- frequently
on boys these days. Nordstrom’s carties many appropriate
t-shirts that are also aol Tf a t-shirt has shott-short sleeves,
or sleeves that expose the armpit, sweating is climinated.
Well, if you do sweat, you cannot see it at least. Also, along
the same lines of sweating, gray and other pastel colored

(probably long sleeve) to slip on in
the cooler classrooms, Nevertheless, if you wear lightweight
clothing, with a little breeze you are set for the sun all day
long

All in all, you want to be comfortable, but anything is
possible in today’s consumer-based society driven by
rampant materialism. It is all there, from the inane to the
quintisentially stylish, But itis up to you to step up and make
that effort to look cool in school.
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Diana Blaszkiewicz
Siyle Co-Editar

When a book sells 40 million
copies, is catapulted onto nearly
every best-seller list in the world, and
instigates a fury of dispute between
Christian scholars and skeptics, it is
a sure thing that it will be followed
by a multi-million dollar cinematic
spectacle. In the case of The Da
Vine Code, the sereen adaptation
of the literary phenomenon fails to

Tom Hanks and Audrey Taton sland in front of

Paris. His idyllic book signing is
interrupted by super-intense French
detective Bezu Fache (a scary Jean
Reno) who has tagged him as the
prime suspect in the murder of
Louvre curator Jacques Sauniere.
Langdon is elicited at the crime
scene to unravel the mysterious
cipher left by Sauniere, meant to
lead Langdon to the mystery behind
Sauniere’s murder. ‘The mystery in
question is the location of the Holy
Grail, 2 Christian relic whose
discovery would revolutionize
mankinds  conception  of
history and  Christianity.
Langdon is  accompanied
by Sauniere’s granddaughter,
cryptologist Sophie Neveau
£ (Audrey Tatou)., As the two
travel across Burope attempting
to unravel the mystery, they
are chased by operatives of

g
8
:

the Mona Lisa in The Da Vinci Code. Opus Dei, a conservative

meet the grandiose expectations set
by the book. Although directed by
the esteemed Ron Howard (Cinderells
Man, A Beautiful Mind), it falls into the
caregory of movies with “potential.”

We first meet Robert Langdon (Tom
Hanks), a Harvard symbologist, as
he is signing copies of his newest
book at a promotional event in

Catholic organization hell-bent on
destroying the Holy Grail and the
historical repercussions it carries.

The Da Vina Code is 2 movie made
for people who have already read the
novel, 1t is devoid of the historical

delving that made the original book

so interesting. In doing so, the
filmmakers dull down some of the

key points of the movie, and churn
out a plot that1s, often times, hard to
follow. “1 haven’t read the book, so
[the movie] was confusing at times,”
agrees senior Sarah Merchant.
Casting was another problem that
plagued the film. Hanks lacked the
cinematic presence to pull off therole
of the confident Harvard professor,
and made for a seldomly compelling
leading man. Tatou fared better in
her role as the feisty Neveau, but her
gamine face and naive mannerisms
were still too reminiscent of
Amelie.  The ever-excellent Ian
McKellan, however, made a good
appearance as Sir Leigh Teabing,
whose presence was a welcomed
burst of energy in the film. Paul
Bettany’s chilling potrayal of Opus
Dei assassin Silas was by far the best
petformance the film had to offer.
Generally speaking, The Da Vina
Code is a good movie, but may not
be touted as such because it fails
to meet the hype created by the
book, like many adaptations before
it (can anyone say Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil?). In fact,
it belittles the insightful points of
the book by oversimplifying them.
Sadly, that is the sorry fate of many
books outsourced to Hollywood.

RHCP Releases Stadium Arcadium

Thomas Luhsing

Wire Reporter

Diversity. It works well in this'school, and even better
in the Red Hot Chili Peppers’ new album, Stadmum

Avrecadiure.

Throughout the Chili Peppers’ long career, they

have blended all sorts of genres
and styles to create a sound all
their own - Stadwm Arcadinm 15 00
different. From track to track, the
album spans zlmost every modern
brand of music. None of the 28
songs sound the same and all are still
excellent. The stark differences can
be seen easily from their first three
songs: “Dani California”” “Snow;”
and “Charlie” “Dani California”
goes back in time with classic rock
influences and a small dose of
metal in the guitar solo. After such
a rebirth, “Snow” comes on with
a soft tock theme and an almost
spiritual vibe. “Charlic” rounds out
the trio in a bip—hop/ rock mizture

which reminds fans of the funk-rock Chili Peppers from
the 80%. The album continues through for 25 more
songs with every sort of influence possible.

Rad Hat Chili Pappers bassist Flea pesformes on
the grounds of Siane Castle in Ireland.

constants. Voeals, bass, guitat, and drums are performed
with creative perfection by Anthony Kiedis, Michael
Balzary (a.k.a. Flea), John Frusciante, and Chad Smith,
respectively. The crazy kids from L A. have grown out

of being enerpenic deug addicts and into wonderful

A

musicians who make melodics beyond compare. In

their old age, the Chili Peppers
have fallen onto softer sounding,
yet still powetful, music. Kiedis
accepts much back-up singing
from Prusciante and othets in the
two-disc set, something which only
adds to the beauty of the music,
Stadium Arcadium is a diverse and
musically creative album which
has one more important feature.

£ The album has two CD's with 28
= total songs. The songs are not
E siiriple thres: mifiste shert songs

much like the pop music of today.

hour long and the second, Mars, is
just under an hout, Anyone can
appreciate the two-plus hours of

melodies, No matter what type of music a person may
enjoy, there is something for even the most snobbish of
music lovers. For just $16.99 from Best Buy, anyone and

Such a divertse album has few, yer wonderful, everyone should pick up a copy.
LICENSED - INSURED
L .
HTL CONTRACTORS, INC.
BEAL CONTRACTORS
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Larry Tahn
Special 1o The Wire

Something that is special about mc is that T am perhaps
one of the nicest people you can get to know [ am funny
from time to time and I am an aver-
age student in my classes. Yes, T am
graduating this year and | am a senior.
Where I plan to go after high school
18 uncertain, for [ want to try majoring
in game art design. As you may know,
gaming is one of my favorite hobbies,
as well as going to online forums. So
at the moment, T am still finding my-
self and deciding on what to do.

T have many fond memories of my
tdme spent here at West Potomac.
Some would include the time when

1 fell off the Gunston stairs neat the gas in Springbank.

Tabn enjoys parcipating in his computer graphics

Unheard Voices...

Everyone has their own story to tell

puter graphics and graphic imaging. In both classes, I have
enjoyed the teacher I have had. Most of all, Mr. Premeaux,
former West Potomac teacher, and Ms. Angela Miner were
awesomne teachers that have helped me out a lot whenever
I needed it. T have made many pieces
of “art” in my computer graphics and
graphic design classes that I have had
fun with creating. My favorite works
of art wete in computer graphics I--1
made a CD case feautring my friends
on the cover. In computer graphics II,
I made a full flash animaton. Sadly,
not many people saw it, but I enjoyed
making it as much as I enjoyed watch-
ing it. Finally in graphic imaging/de-
sign, I presently intend to make anoth-
er Flash animation, something to say
goodbye to West Potomac.

Photo by LaKeisha Langley

' JROTC haltway. How I fell remains a
mystery, but when 1 look at it now, it is funny: Another
memory that I have is the two years 1 spent helping in the
library as a volunteer, Honestly, working there was fun and
1 enjoyed it; the libratians were kind enough to help me out.
1 first began working there to copy someone, not saying
who, then it turned out that T was bored. So instead of fall-
ing asleep in the library, I asked if I could help out.

Well, my favorite thing so far at this school was taking com-

§ T

L
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e ]
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Honestly, my junior year was better
than my senior. It was less stressful, I had better teachers,
and I actually had classes with more of my friends from the
past. This year as a senior, it is almost the same, but with
a couple of differences. This includes high school and the
plans that come with it, which to me, is very stressful. Stll,
1 am glad that T am graduating this year, it is a good thing,
I leave with saying my favorite quotes, “Don’t die before 1
do,” and, “Let the power protect you.”

o o

Springtime Heat Is Coming

We Are So Proup

& —

Accepted to Governor’s Rebecca McVety
Nyisha Vann : : School: Ben McVet
: take anything for granted” Spring flarc is all about th s .
Wire Reporter m. for g SP B RSaRecE Theresa How-Yew-Kin Theresa Mechan
summet glow: the gold and garish look. Behisol oF Apitcili Katherine Perkins
Sl 1 : - T€ fashion Wil s : — School o cultu :
pringtime has come again, and evetyone is ready to shion is a problem, do not hesitate to try something Hoic Trouton — Hirsnitios Natalie Zufh

change, from guys who love short shorts, to girls who
just want to show off a litde skin in the heat. Everybody,
let’s “change clothes” and get a new
outlook on fashion. The most im-
portatit thing about spring fashion is
where to get it and what is new:

In school, students have started to
see popular flat wedges and the com-
mon flip-flops. This school has a
good chance of being a fashionable
school, but the administrators think B
differently—but are they right? “This [#5
is a place for learning, not a fashion
show, but if it was left up to us, we all
would have the common uniforms,”
said principal Mrs.Vesilind about the

dress code. the mast papular brands.

Sunglasses are a big part of .gp .rb.:'M. The
Qakley brand, aithongh very expensive, is one of

new: When you sttive for 2 new look, you can be resource-
ful and really see how creative you truly are. Shy away
from plain and dull clothes—be more

Emily Echoles — Humanitics
Bess Commons — School of

John Baker (alternate)

vivacious. Go out of your comfort the Asts AE.]l_il;‘;“imGa ]Zand:: _
zone this year and change your outer . abe tady — larinet
appearance. When spring comes, [ Science Fair: Rebecca McGrawr
like to go all out. “Lwant to kill it for Hunter Lmk = Clm'lﬂ_ﬂ d
my final phase of the school year)” — State Science Bess Crimmins
said junior Thomas Powell. Fa_” — Oboe
Letting somebody know you are Diana Burk Molly Turnier — Flute
¥ creative, not just in art, but also in —Tntemauonal y
| other things, shows others you have Intel Science Fair Wind Ensemble:
a creative mind and that you know Dﬂn-’adm_WSkl ""S‘fl"?"“' Ratings
w0l how to use it. Spring style will bring = Iﬂm?‘m“ml _ Sinfonietta and
Intel Science Fair Symphony Orchestra

out the brightness of your skin and

show who you are inside and out. — Excellent Ratings

So what is spring fashion all about?
This spring, it is all about the look this year. What I mean
when I say the “look” is being spontancous—going out
of the box. Take the motto, “you only live once, so don’t

: i : All State Chorus:
Thin: ck up for th ;
BE : g i spnng/ Cat Brokaw Regional History Day
summer season: suntzn loton, body Al dra K o Competition
ow, a pait of exclusive flip flops, a fashionable swim sui e Tiras Uk . e
El, ht calot nail polish, 1 pijr é; Sranliinie. tol:-. rings, antc; Katie Kosanovich Amber Wixtrom — Individual
Robin Mason Performance fitst place

1 beach
2 COO! ch bag, Kate McFarland
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Jovial Jackie

Jocelyn Frinfrock
Focus Editor

Senior Jackie Fernandez may not
be seen in the halls by many students,
but go through one of those side
doors and a whole different life is
revealed. .

Jackie Fernandez is probably §
one of the most interestng
and exciting individuals at this
school. She has many hobbies, |
which include drawing, writing,
and collecting. She loves
Anime and enjoys drawing and
collecting Anime characters.
She has collected about §1,000
worth of Anime memorabilia.
“] am an Anime freak, but
most people know that” stated
Fernandez.

Since she was twelve she has

]aﬁﬁw Rmana’a:c dmw.r and m/fcd; Aneme d,-m:

wiriters get their stoties in on time.
But she also has a sarcastic side. She
once threatened senior Houston
Murphy about getting his stories
in on time. Fernandez said to him,
“If you do not turn in your storics

written fan ficdon and really o, iy 5or froe fime,

enjoys it. Fan fiction are when
fans of certain books or shows
explore different themes and change
the content of a story to what they
want it to be.

- Fernandez enjoys all of her classes.
AP government, AP English,
anatomy, and computer graphics
are 2 few of her favortes. She is
also the president of the Anime
Club and is the Copy Editor for the

: yearbook. “Yearbook was fun, but
= took so much time and effort. T just
- hope people don’t criticize all the
work I put into it,” said Fernandez.

Fernandez is very setious about the

yeartbook and makes sure all the

by the end of class, I will make you
wirite it using your own blood.”

Fernandez will be attending
Christopher Newpott University
next year, and is planning on
majoring in computer engineering
with a minor in writing,

“Jackie is her own person, She is not
a follower and is comfortable with
hetself. This is rare for teenagers,”
said yearbook adviser Mel Mobley.
Fernandez is a personable, cheerful,
relaxed individual who tres to be
stress-free and enjoy her life, Mobley

believes we will see great things from =

Jackie, and that is certainly true.
Jackie, : ¥y

Photo by Lakeisha ]_m;;-lcy

King of Drama

Brett Smith

Wise Reporier
In Hollywood, a “tdple threat”

is an aspiring entertainer who
can sing, dance, and act with
astonishing grace and amazing flair.
Randy Wallace is a triple threat.

If you haye been to any of the
drama productions performed this
year, then you already know what
I am talking about. Wallace p!aytd

“Randy has an amazing amount
of talent on the stage He has
great stage instincts and  can
play so many different types of
characters,” said drama department
head honcho Kathy McCormally.

Of course, being a2 “hor item”
among the ladies is not exactly
foreign to Wallace, whose talent is
matched only by his sensitivity and
his alarming attractiveness. Wallace’s

the lead role of
Gilbert in the Fall
production of Anne
of Green Gables. In
the winter, Wallace
not only marched
James Stewart
in his portrayal
of Elwood in
Harwgy, but actually

managed to sarpass

James Stewart with Randy Wallace portrays Tomy in
the Spring play, The Boyfriend.

his compassionate

skin is considered by his
admirers to be “soft, like
a baby,” while his eyes
have been compared to
“beautiful lakes of lust.”

Wallace’s passion for
acting and entertaining
is, hopefully the
beginning of a
long career. Wallace
dteams of becoming
a professional actor,
where thousands of

Thoto by Kristina Dahman

acting and meticulons attention to
every detail Additionally, Wallace
played the lead role in one of
the student directed one acts;
his performance earned him the
prestipious Judges Asvard at the
Dastrict One Act Play Festival, and
helped earn the one act a spot for
competition at the Regional One Act
Play Festival. Finally, in the spring,
Wallace took on his most challenging
role of Tony in The Boyfriend. Wallace
spent several weeks in rehearsal as
he perfected several difficult dance
solos and many challenging songs.

audiences can witness his genius.
In the meantime, Wallace enjoys
the simple pleasures. He enjoys
hanging out with his multitude of
friends, and frequents the concert
scene in downtown D.C. at the 9:30
Club or Black Cat. “Randy is a
vety talented individual who is very
dedicated and smart” said longtime
friend, senior Kare MacFarland,

With an amazing passion and a talent
to match, the future looks very bright
for Randy Wallace, And we will all be
able to say, “I went to high school
with that guy.._his skin was so soft.”

Gorgeous Genuario

Thomas Luhring
Wire Reporter

Three words. So much can be said
about a person in just three words,

Senior Vincent Genuario can be

described by any set of three words,
as long as they are positive.

Asking people how to deseribe
Genuario in three words is like asking

a gitl to deserbe her feelings during

Vincent Genuario’s friends describe bine by bis
charmring abiliies, Jooks, and brains.

Titanic. He does so much for the
people he knows and loves. Still, three
wotds always have the ability to come
to mind. Vincent described himself
s “unfocused, frendly, and weitd,”
while his teacher, Bill Rhatican, chose
“a quietly professional academic”
Friends of Genuario’s went for
any word relating to his looks, his
brains, and his charming abilities.
When a person simply makes people
happy, tather than someone who just
instigates more laughter, comes along,
everyone knows he is special,

Photo bv Lakeisha Lang]cy

Besides being so dang cool,
Genuario works hard ar whatever
he sets his mind to. Playing golf
and working for his father take up
the time left over after school and
friends. He maintains a good GPA. =
while taking challenging courses, such e
as AP government and AP physics.
One of the reasons almost everyone
likes him is his lack of any negative
feelings. Words so rarely heard
from his mouth are “T hate...”

An easygoing guy who wants

happiness for all has one weakness--
which also happens to be his biggest
strength--Genuatio is a hopeless
romantic. His biggest fear is “not
meeting [his] soul mate.” There is
also one shining characteristic of a
romantic which Genuatio possesses

> - humility. Nio matter what question
is asked of him, he is always humble,
When asked why he is so dang sexy,
Genuario answered, “T will leave it
to whoever judges that,” The heart
is his strongest muscle, and it is what
will drive him to a successful life in
the future.

He is a “good petson, like a
teally good person,” said senior AJ.
Fabrizio. Fabrizio hangs out with
Genuatio  weekday and weekend,
The three words he chose to desctibe
Genuario were “he’s the man.” Not
technically three words, but still a
great summation of Genuario. With
so much negativity in the wortld,
Genuario is “the man” who counters
with happiness.

Sara Mathewson

Siyle Co-Editor

Delectable. Oh my, yes. Maureen
Hoehne is delectable. She has also
been known to be a geek box. She
is a lively and extravagently energetic
student who simply likes to have
fun.

In her free time, Hoehne enjoys
hanging our with her friends,
including sehiots Maureen
McCusker, Mike Howell, and Lindsey
Goldstein. Hoehne
values her friends
more thao anything
else. McCusker said,
“We like to geek
out and go to KFC
for $.99 snackers.”
Hoehne is a senior
editor for the school
yeatbook and was
formerly a part of
the Environmental
Club at our school.

Hochne is a fan of THombe considers berself to be a bittle
shy, a little weird, and a "creepster.”

- Hectic Hoenhe =7

seasons she works at the Belle
Haven Marina, Maureen is a very
friendly and fun person, and is nice
to absolutely everyone. She said, “1
think that I am likeable; 'm a little
shy, a little weird, and would consider
myself a creepster.”
HoehnewillbeattendingChristopher
Newport University next year. Her
first choice of majors include pre-
vet and biology to continue her love
for nature and animals. According to
senior Mike Howell,
Hoehne loves to
express this love.
“One time, she tded
to give CPR to a cat
that was dying It
made hetr very sad
to know that she
couldn’t save it.”
Many people, like
& McCusker, described
£ Hoehne as a “geck
hox” because one
of their favorite

Lakeisha 'ngles'

nature; she goes bird
watching with her dad on occasion
and volunteers regularly at a local
animal shelter.  Besides hanging
out with her closest friends and her
family, Hoehne enjoys sailing and
going to her favorite beach, South
Padre Island, located in the tropical
end of Texas.

Along with volunteering, Hochne
has two paying jobs. During most
of the year, she works down at the
Virginia Florist, and in the warmer

activities together is
“geeking”--this is the new word for
the act of laughing uncontrollably.

Despite her humor and buffoonery,
Hoehne has a soft and sometimes
serious side. She is cating and is
someone to talk to at any tme.
McCusker said, “What makes
Maureen different from everyone
else is the fact that she can be funny,
but also a good and loyal friend.
These two things aren’t seen together
very often.”
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