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Dropout Rates
Take a Turn
For The Worse

Grace Powell
Opirneons Editor

According to the faitkaix County website, our
school had the highest student dropout rate in
the county duting the 2004-2005 school year.
However, according to administtators at our
school, the system by which the dropout rate is
calculated lacks certain specifications, resulting in
a misleading depiction of the acmal dropout rate
in out school.

“We weren’t telling cur data where they [the
students] were going” said principal Rima
Vesilind. Vesilind is referring to students who
left our school for various reasons during the
2004-2005 school years. According to the
Fairfax County website, common reasons for
student dropout include achievement problems,
. by Drew smith | behavioral problems, employment, expulsion,

Our school mourned after the tragedy at Virginia Tech at a vigil in front of our school, held Saturday April 21. financial hatdship, and health problems. However,
People also showed their support by wearing ribbons and Virginia Tech colors and attending vigils all across the during the 2094‘2005 school year, students who
area for the 33 victims of the shooting on April 16. For reflections, turn to pages 8-9. moved to a different school or overall unknown
location were sometimes mistakenly counted as

ESOL Students Display Work on  giiemeiaiaimn

2005 schoaol years, The website said 51 of those

students moved to an unknown location.

Wikispaces for the World to See .oy

Mariya Ilyas . administrators believe the rate to be much lower

News Esdiior their work. 1 [also] think students are mote engaged and more  than what was previously teported. “T personally

concerned about the quality of their work because others will see  called students to get in touch with [the students

I write, I wrote, I will write, I have written. I read, you read, she  it,” said ESOL teacher Gail Kasun. who left the school]” said guidance director
reads, we read, they read. Leatning to speak English? With technology growing, who can afford to be left behind?  Timothy Boyd.

Our school is very diverse: we have students from all around Kasun and other teachers devote some of their teaching The mishap of the 2004-2005 school year is

the world, some of whom have recently come to America and  curriculum to the use of computers and the Internet. In fact,  being resolved by following up when a student
are trying to learn English, These students are constantly using  only Kasun can allow students to post and tespond to others’  leaves the school. “We do have students who drop

technology and the Internet, making sure to not get left behind  writings on Wikispaces. out” said Boyd, “but we are working [to make
native English speakers. “Wihen we write on websites, other students ¢an comiment and sure everyone is accounted for].”
Students who ate learning to speak English have the option it helps me improve my writing,” said junior Abdul Ahmadi, who The statistic creates a certain negative perception

to take the Einglish Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) class.  is from Afghanistan. Ahmadi has been in the US. for almost two  about our school. Junior Allen Frazier said, “T
_ years and has reached the B2 level of  think [the statistic] shows the divessity of students
ESOL (last year learning English). in our school because we have a lot of really good
The ESOL studentsalso tooka field trip  students and some bad. [However], it makes a
to George Mason University to attend  stereotype about our school.”
a conference. “That was a conference
about peace-building in Africa. Some
Africans spend their time and energy
on peace, while others are rebuilding
impottant buildings and facilities around
the wotld,” said Kasun.
by The online website is a great tool that
; P?I] otas by Mariya Tiyas Delps ESOL students grow and develop
Junior Abdul Ahmadi and freshman Ndeye Diop use the Internet to learn as a writer. “It [Wikispaces] encourages

English as a part of our school’s ESOL program. my wtiting,” said freshman Ndeye Diop,
who is from Sencgal. Diop, who has

ESOL students’ parents hold the right to place their kids in this  only been in the US. for nine years, has also reached the B2 level
class. However, the class is designed to help students Jearn to  in ESOL.
read, write, and speak English. For these students, it is just like However, some ESOL students haye limited friends in their
taking another language. othit, These students are continuously faced with the challenges Sg
Besides wtitten work in class, ESOL students also actively of not only passing their classes successfully (some even taking Photo by Drew Smith
partcipate in online activities. Through an online blog website Honors and AP), but also making new friends, especially given  Achievement, behavioral, and financial
(kasun.wikispaces.com) they post their essays, poems, and other  that some students in our school are unwilling to understand the problems are among the reasons students
picces of writing for the whole world to see. “I think it [the backgrounds of BESOL students. “[It is] human nature to not such as senior Ally Dahl consider

online blog] provides an authentic audience and a way to publish _ dropping out of school.
See ESOL | page 6
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High Expectations for All
Night Graduation Party

Sydney Smith
Wire Reporter

As June 14 steadily approaches, the seniots
are slowly getting excited about mote than just
graduation, The All Night Graduation Cel-
ebration (ANGC), which is celebrating its 20th
anniversary, will be held at the ESPN Zone in
Washington, DC.

The basic principle behind this event is to
provide students with a drug- and alcohol-free
environment that encourages safe celebration.
The event will begin the night of June 14 at
eleven o'clock pm, when students arrive at
school, register, and load onto buses. Once stu-
dents ate inside the ESPN Zone, they will not
be allowed out until five a.m. the next morning,
when they will board the buses again and head
back to school.

Chapetones are not daunted about contain-
ing the seniors in the building. Organizets have
planned a plethora of fun activities. Event coot-
dinator and mom to senior Emily Echols, Chis
Pryately said, “As patt of the senior memories,
we plan on having pictures running on mMoEAitors
that will remind you of just how far you have
come — pictures from grade school, junior high,
and high school.” The new graduates will also
be allowed to add their predictions for the fu-
ture into 2 time capsule to be sealed untl their
reunion. Additionally, there will be a baby-match-
ing game in which smdents match the graduates
to theit baby photos.

ESPN Zone liaison Katie Rondeau has worked
closely with event coordinatots to give the gradu-
ates a_night full of fun. Rondeau said, “Our
sports arena has over 11,000 square feet of in-
teractive games and attractions. You can spend
time shooting baskets on our NBA Tonight
Hoops Court, challenging a friend at Duck Pin
Bowling, taking slap shots in our NHL Hockey

Photo Courtesy of Angie Palma

Seniars are anticipating their most elaborate
and expensive event of the year; the ANGC.
Many also enjoyed other senior events this
year (Bowling Party Above.)

Rink, throwing touchdowns at the NEL Count-

down or racing someone on dozens of interac-
tive video simulation games.” Event coordinator
Sally Smith, mother of seniors Sydney and Drew
Smith, added that “there will also be a casino
room, food, and prizes.”

With the ANGC less than one month away,
seniots are debating on whether o not to attend.
Some seniors are apprehensive about attending,
Senior Emily Allen said, “I do not want to go
to the ANGC because I do not like the idea of
being locked in a building without the option of
leaving if I'm not enjoying myself.” Othets are
already anticipating the event. Senior Lorena Vil-
latoto said, “It is our last thing together. We just
graduated and we should celebrate together and
get to have a good time.”

Already, parents of scniors have mailed 4
form for preotdering tickets. Tickets for the
ANGC will be sold duting all lunches from May
24 through June 1 for §65. Upon purchase, you
receive 2 t-shirt with Allison Tse’s design on the
back,

Congratulations Science

olympiad Winners!

Matiya Tlyas, Hussein Fahema, Greg Bechtol,

James Lewis, Anna Lee, Neil Burke, Ari

Lindenbaum, Asma Ahmad, Tsiah Manalo, Julie
Rocke, Yoon-ji Ha, Attia Ilyas, Jeremy Rocke,

Aravinda Gunda, Colin Chadduck

Caroline Staples
Faeus Editor

As an optional assignment, French
4,5, and AP students can e-mail other
high school students who live in 2
suburb just outside of Paris, France,
to help their understanding of the
language.

Since the beginning of the third
quarter, French students were paired
up with students from a French high
school so that each can practice with
the other language. “It was kind of
random,” said French teacher Dan
Fitzgerald about the start of the
program. Although the students from
France are one or two yeats Jounger,
they have a lot in common with
American teenagets. Like teens from
our nation, they watch Americanshows
and have developed their
ownslang. Fitzgeraldand
students created a list of
English slang terms and
exchanged them with the :
students overseas in an Bl
effort to increase their '
vocabulary for everyday
talking in French.

Though sometimes
talldng to a foreign
student through e-mail
could raise questions
abour security, Fitzgerald
assured it was very safe,

As good as the
program sounds, there
have been complications.
“Jt was a challenge to
organize the exchanges,”
said Pirzgerald. Senior
Marina Tyquiengco has

Fun Letters to
Friends From France

fout or fve times since the start, bu
has recently lost contact duc to th
eventful days of the average hig
school student,  Tyquiengeo als
described her correspondence wit
het pen pal as inconsistent. Althoug
speaking a language usually make
it easier to learn, the plus side t
having pen pals is awesome picturs
of TPrance, especially Paris, and 2
introduction to French culture from
citizen’s perspective.

What was thought to be a grade
assignment for French studen
soon became an optional out-o
class activity, At first, all studen
were requited to e-mail Fren
students. Since communication h
been intertupted, however, very fe
students have kept in touch and s
continue to converse with their p

Photo by Lakeisha Langle

Senior Madalyn Humphrey enthusiasticall
writes a letter in French to her pen pal,
hoping to receive a response back.

written to her pen pal

"~ Photo by Marlya Tlyas
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INVITES YOU TO OUR ANNUAL

008 004 004
SATURDAY, MAY 12 AND
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
9um-3pm at
Belleview Elementary
School

qusnetio,

Mariya Ilyas
News Editor

Electronic Devices

The biggest issue for the security
department is stolen electronic
devices, such as iPods and mp3
players. In order to safely return
these stolen items, “make sure
you note the serial numbet,” satld
Officer Daryl Daws. To prevent
the theft of these -electronic
devices, Officer Davis suggesis
never leaving them unattended,
“cyen if they ate in backpacks”

Worps From OD:

&6 «cep your electronic -
devices with you at all

-~ times. If lost, you MUST |
have the serial number.
That's the only way we
can get them back if
recovered. ,,

Cop’s
Corner

Alcohol

Prom is approaching, the weath
is warming up, and graduation
around the corner. “[These] could
the best times of your life or a reci
for disaster,” said Officer Davis.
this point in the yeat, the tender
to use alcohol rises among tee
Officer Davis stated, “All I can -
is aleohol is illegal and a bad choic

VA Tech Tragedy

The widespread news of
Virginia Tech tragedy has gre:
affected security measures in scho
It is the tesponsibility of every
in the school community to b
malke the school a safe environim

Safety for All

The security department is d
everything it can, but students 2
key to a safe learning environm
Officer Davis asks that you re|
any incident you find unu
suspicious, or odd as well as
other unsafe activities. He
“The students are my eyes and e
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them, just hold them! Your know the corps’ behind you, Watching ev’ry movement that you make; Winning games was nothing for our teams before us, Keep the “rep” for V. P’s. sake. GO, TECH! GO, TECH! H!O!K!I!E!S! HOKIES

Students Question Attending VT

Sydney Smith
Wire Reporter

By about noon on Monday, April 16,
almost everyone in the country knew
about what had happened at Virginia
Tech. By Tuesday, Tech students were on
their ways home to escape the horrific
atmosphere. However, with the college
deadline of May 1 ever approaching,
how do tecently accepted seniors feel
about attending this now infamous
school? Senior Ben Pryor applied and
got into both Tech and William & Mary.
Just last week, he decided to attend the
latter, even though his family has long

ties to Tech. Pryor said, “My parents are
really close to the school [Tech], so after
it fthe shootings] happened, they wanted
to go down. Basically, my whole family
is freaked.” Pryor’s cousin is curtently is
a senior at Tech, while his older brother
goes to William & Mary. He said, “My
brother said that the secutity seemed to
bump up a litde [at William & Mary].
They [the students at William & Mary]
seem (o support Tech now Even on
Facebook, thete is 2 lot of support.” In
spite of these recent events, Pryor says
that they did not affect his decision to
attend Tech. He said, “I know it could

happen anywhere; it could happen
at William & Mary. Just because it
happened at Tech, does not mean it will
not happen again.” With the conclusion
of these horrible events, students are just
looking fot some kind of solace and 2
sense of security. Seniors who are faced
with the difficult decision of where to
attend college next year should take into
account the wonderful memories they
have at Tech, and look to the future for
the peace that will eventually come into
the situation.

Techmen, we’re Techmen, with spirit true and faithful, Backing up our team with hopes undying; Techmen, Oh, Techmen, we’re out to win today, !

Sophomore Gatane Gallagher,
tims killed during the shootinc
day, April 18, 2007.

Sports Edior

After the tragic events that occurred on April 16, 2007 at Virginia Tech,
we were able to interview West Potomac High School ‘06 graduate and
former ¥ire teporter, Thomas Luhring, who is nearing the end of his
freshman year at VI. This is an account of the deadly shootings that
occurred that fatal day based on an interview:

When freshman Thomas Luhring arose in his dorm room in West Ambler
Johnston Hall, he had the usual feelings of 2 Monday morning, It was time
to get back into the swing of things because finals were only a couple of
weeks away and he still had 2 lot of work to do. Luhting packed up his
supplies for his upcoming class and began to head out of his room, when he
remembeted that he needed to check his e-mail. Quickly looking through his
inbox, Luhring discovered a message from his school reporting 2 shooting
that had occurred in the opposite wing of his dormitory. At this time, it was
around 9:00 in the morning, reported Luhring, adding that his Residence
Assistant (RA) was not informed of the cutrent situation in the dormitoty
until 9:00 that morning. Immediately, Luhring thought about his very good
friend, whose toom was in the same hall where the teported shooting had
taken place, but to his dismay, Luhring could not reach his friend. “It turns
out that my friend had slept through the entire shooting, even though his

rhan TR,

One of Our Own Speaks (

Hooff Cooksey

room was only fou
from the dotm anc
afternoon at arounc
told to leave the do
was told to stayin ]
Luhring recal
the shootings in hi
However, when he
fact that it was sen
very angry. “They
been handled bette
and campus police’
memoftial and mou
the shooter. Once
returned, then an is
As the dull Mor
Luhring recalls stay
while calling and =
After not slccping
received awful new
had died in the ho
stated Luhring. “I
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vep” and life with which we’re trying; V. P., old V. P. You know our hearts are with you, In our luck which never seems to die; Win or lose we'll greet you

Photo by KRT/Ted Richardson
t Virginia Tech, mourns for the 33 vic-
it a2 memorial on campus on Wednes-
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INosy Reporters Makes Situation Worse

Angie Palma

Business Manager

It was early afternoon on Monday, Aptl 16, 2007. The
television was turned on, and in big, bold letters, the words on
the screen said, “Fatal Shooting at Virginia Tech.” As soon
as news stations were informed of the shooting, reporters
were sent to cover what has now been acknowledged as the
maost fatal school shooting in the history of the United States.

Essential news and press conferences were anticipated and
expected. Hveryone wanted and needed to know as much
information as possible. What many feel was unnecessary, however,
was the fact that repotters seemed to be hounding the Tech
students, trying to get first hand accounts of what had taken place,

Senior Marissa Watt has a close friend who is 2 freshman at Tech
this year, and said, “When I talked to him, he told me that everyone
in his building was extremely upset that the reporters were milling
about everywhere and conducting interviews with students who

Photo by Drew Smith

Leadership students, with the help of others, painted the
rock Virginia Tech colors, orange and maroon, to remem-
ber and think about the victims and their families that
were affected by the shooting rampage in Blacksburg.

Letter o1 Sympatiy

Thomas Pane once wrote, “Ihese are the tmies diatr sy
mien’s soil” T the last monsh, this quors bas gained pew
meaning, Reports of “samirs and swine” have Been pouring
out of Virginia Tech. Stories of teschers barricading the doors
of thicir classtooins witk thelr owi bodies, and of Boy Scouts

“performing nend thas RN dhe o2l of “Onrmv Bonor | will do
iy best, to do my duty, o god and cousity, to obey the seous
faw, 109 bielp other people at all simes” The zenith of boeh the
goodness of human nature, znd the evil, was shown at Vieginis
Teeh.

We are all saddened by the events thir have vanspired. The
call to remembert the fallen and the living has never b2en elearer.

All of us ate affected by the setions that have tiken place, Be
it taking dinaer over (o a ocighibor that 361 has sot heard from
their children, or atfending religions setvices in the bonor of
the deceased stuclents and their Senilies. Whe 5

is burdensome, neighbors, friends, =

that 2% grief, These individuals ae worth siors than soid
will be remenibered alone woh dhe kilied

The i e stadi sends ousl
those that feel for e loss of 4 Ion i5E, fdd ;O
d by the Vieginia Tech tragedy, We dedicase dus
paper o the remiembratice of s horrific gyent

whiey wes s8ug

Photaos by Sydney Smith

about Virginia Tech Shootings

from the scene. He was then evacuated
red back into to his room until later that
His friend did not know why he was being
an hour after he was evacuated. Luhring
pom for the rest of the day.

scared and worrled when learning about
d then the later shootings at Notris Hall,
+ e-mail that had been sent to him and the
ours after the first shooting, it made him
stated Luhring. “The situation could have
though, that it was not the administration
wents that occurred. “There needs to be a
i not necessary except for that directed at
1as cleared and somewhat normal life has
ald oceur on how this can be avoided.”
nfolded into a day that will live in infamy,
I, watching the news for hours straight, all
1aking sure everyone he knew was alright.
fonday night/Tuesday morning, Luhring
his very good friends had been shot and
s one of the nicest girls I had ever met,”
1 staying in Blacksburg while the situation

finished, but after hearing this news, I had to get out of there.” Within thirty
minutes, Luhring was on his way home to notthern Virginia. “It felt good
to get out of Blacksburg and talk to people who had not been there,” stated
Luhring, As the situation unfolded, Tuhring learned from an e-mail form
his employer that one of his co-workers was a member of the 33 dead at
Vitginia Tech.

After the days following the event had passed, Luhting looked back at some
of the events that unfolded. He stated that the media was good to cover the
events, but in some cases, they overstepped their boundaties. “On Tuesday
morning, my friend and I were outside our dorm and a British reporter asked
me to give him a tour of the dorm. Iimmediately denied his request. Once
he had left, another reporter from People Magazine confronted me and
asked me multiple questions.” The media was very nosey when the students,
faculty and families needed to be given their space to grieve.

At the time of the interview, Luhring had not seen the pictures and videos
released by NBC, but he commented that it may have been too early for
those to be released. He then added that he was not happy when he saw
the picture of the shooter on the cover of The Washington Post. However,
Luhring was proud of the camera phone video taken by a fellow Tech
students saying, “It was fine. He was very brave, but kind of stupid to get
that close to Norris.” This is just one of the many people who wete directly
affected by the events on April 16. Our nation suffered a great tragedy that

were experiencing a terrifying and distressing event, Everyone he
knew was staying in their apartments and dorms to avoid the media”

As a journalist, it is easy to understand and appreciate the fine
line that exists berween responsible reporting and going too far.
That line was surely ctossed by the teporters who wete covering
what has now been dubbed “The Vitginia Tech Massacre.”
Massacre is defined as an unnecessaty, indiscriminate killing of
a large number of human beings. Massacre is such an insensitive
and harsh term for an event that caused so much pain for so
many people. What made it worse was that by Monday evening,
some news stations had incorporated music to accompany any
information regarding the shooting. What came off as theme
music to a horrible occurrence was hardly in good taste. The
coverage of a national crisis needs to be handled with 2 semblance
of respect and consideration to the victims while still getting out
the critical information. The coverage up until now has been a
media frenzy that angers and upsets just as much as it informs,

Everyone Affected

Emily Kuhbach

Wire Reporter

We all know it as “Tech,” or “VI.” It is one of our best
state universities, and the goal of many of our top students.
After the events of April 16, it will be forever changed.

We have all heard about school shootings in the past.
Sadly, they ate nothing new. They have all been scary. But
this time, it is closer. And bigger. Although we are still
about fout hours away from the tragedy, the tragedy has
come to us. It has penetrated Vitginia, Faizfax County, and
West Potomac. I, personally, did not know anyone killed or
injured. T do not have siblings that attend the school. But
1 know friends. And friends of friends. And siblings of
friends. As Faitfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman
Gerald E. Connolly told The Washingion Post the week of the
shootings, “It’s three degrees of separation. Not six.” Or
two. Or one,

Every year, about twenty of out own don orange and
maroon and become Holdes. As a result of this, this
tragedy touched us more closely than ever before. We saw
people we knew on TV, and in pictutes in the newspapet.
All of these people that we know, that we remember for
their humor or kindness or good-natured attitude. A part
of them is broken. People we know ate forever changed,

Photo by Drew Smith

Students pass on the light during the memo-
rial held at our school rock on the evening of
Saturday, April 21,

and through them we get the slightest semblance of what
it feels like to have experienced something like that. And
it is awful.

We are thanlful that none of our former students were
killed in the tragedy, but everyone we know there is a victim
for having experienced it. And it extends beyond Vitginia
Tech and those who remain. We are all victims. As high
school students, hearing stories about kids our age (or a few
years older) bringing guns to their schools is something that
we should never have to feel. What happened is something
that is never supposed to happen. School is supposed to be
the safest place for a child.

Six of the victims graduated from Fairfax County high
schools. The punman himself used to be a student of
Fairfax County. We ate in the spotlight. The fact that we
had no victims is very lucky. It could have been anyone. It
could have been one of us. When we heatd that all of outs
sutvived, we breathed a sigh of relief. Until the next time,
which hopefully will never come.

Classes resumed at Tech the Monday after the shootings-
the one-week anniversary. Students down there are trying
to return to some sense of normalcy. Tt will take a while,
but T wholeheartedly believe it will come. But we will
always remember.
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