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President Barrack Obama addressed the
issue Osama Bin Laden’s death on May 1,
2011 late Sunday night.
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Public Enemy No. 1 dead

\ JCajt]jn Schroeder
ke Reporter

On Sunday, May 1, 2011, a team of
American Navy Seals infiltrated a
compound deep inside Pakistan and
the killed the numbet one United States
enemy, Osama bin Laden, the mastermind
behind the hotrific September 11 attacks
and founder of the Al-Qaeda militant
terrorist group. Bin Laden was in
hiding for over two decades promptng
the most massive, expensive manhunt
ever conducted in Americas history.

The official announcement of bin
Laden’s death came when President
Barack Obama spoke to an anxious
nation late Sunday night after major news
netwotks including CNN and Fox News
announced the president himself would
be making an impromptu announcement
regarding security. At
approximately 11:35 p.m. Obama made
his way into the East Room of the
White house and announced the news.
“Good evening”, he began, “Tonight, T
can report to the American people and
to the world that the United States has
conducted an operation that killed bin
Laden, the leader of Al-Qaeda, and 2
terrorist who’s responsible for the murder
of thousands of innocent men, women,
and children” This news was greeted
with uproar from the mass of red, white,
and blue crowds, gathered outside of
the White House in celebration, belting
out the national anthem and chanting
encouragements such as “USA, USAI”

Just hours previously to this
monomentual announcement to
America, Obama along with Vice
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President Joe Biden, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, and other top advisors
gatheted in the White House’s Situation
Room monitoring the operation whose
.aim was to bring bin Laden in the hands
of the Navy Seals, dead or alive. As
the ditector of the Central Intelligence
Agency [CIA] relayed the events to the
room via video the room tensed. He
announced the words to everyone was
hoping for and silence ensued unti
the president spoke up, “we got him.”
Bin Laden became a household name
after the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks which he claimed to have
organized. Born in Saudi Arabia in 1957
to a wealthy family, his prominent reign
of terror began in 1992 when he claimed
responsibility for a2 bombing attempt of
United States [US] soldiers in Yemen
and an aftack on US troops in Somalia.
The demise of bin Laden is expected to
seriously affect the Al-Qaida terrorst =
organization, but whether it will weaken
its hold on worldwide terror or prompt
a violent need for revenge we cannot yet
know. Herbert Daniel, West. Potomac
High School history teacher, believes
this new development in Ametica’s wat
on terror is akia to “cutting the head of
a snake” While his colleague, history
teacher Emily Millians, described how
she believes this will affect our nation.
“Domestically, people will think our war
on terrorism is over, which it may or may
notbe,” she explained. “Bin Laden’s death
gives us a chance to start 2 new period of
relations in the Middle East in which we
can abandon a military based relationship
and focus on a traditional
policy of supporting democtacy.”
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When do student-teacher relationships cross the line?

Emily Griffin & Caitlin Schroeder
Editor-in-Chief & Reporter

Healthy working bonds between students
and _teachers have been a cornerstone of
education for decades, but the line between
professional and personal behavioris becoming
increasingly blurred. With the tising populatity
of social networking sites such as Facebook
and Twitter, students and teachers have access
to a more petsonal connection outside the
classtoom environment. Some believe this
threatens the school wide balance of authority.

West Potomac principal Cliff Hardison,
strong  wotking  relationships
between students and their teachers. Senior
_ Jemima Osie-Hwedie does not think that
students and teachers at West Potomac have
an issue with overstepping boundaties. “T
know there are some students who have a

encourages

harmless crush on some of their teachers,

but the students would never act on their
crush. It is harmless,” explained Osie-Hwedie.

An advocate of Blackboatd communication,
Hardison believes that the FCPS 24-7 resources
are more than adequate substitutes for less
defined,

unprofessional communication

through Facebook messages or texting. “It is
motethanappropriate thatstudents and teachers
communicate but [these] connections end
when the student or member of staff becomes
uncomfortable,” explained Hatrdison. When a
participant feels uncomfortable, students should
visit their counselor to address the potential
issue, and teachers should communicate
with the student and their counselor to
identify and suppress the unsuitable behavior.

According to eiaonline.com, approximately
10 teachers out of 12,000 ate fired every two
years due to misconduct either inside ot outside
the classroom. Osie-Hwedie said, “Teathets
should only be able to contact their parents.
Nothing involving a personal relationship
should be allowed. The statistics ate the fault of
the teachers for the most part. This is because
the teachers are the adults so they should be the
ones who ate responsible for theit own actions.”

The Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)
system currently lacks specific regulations
outlining what behavior is constituted as
inapproptiate and unprofessional by either the
teacher or the student. Senior Alaina Miller
stated, “There should be definite boundaries for
relationships involving students and teachers.
For example, teachers should keep students out

' of their personal life and vice versa.” Obviously

students and teachers are forbidden to engage in
inapproptiate romantic relationships ot solicit
improper behavior with each other while the
student is underage and still under the authotity
of the specific teacher and/ot school, hbweve:r,
beyond high school the regulations are unclear.
Fairfax County School Board Policy
4410.5, IIT General Duties cleatly states: “All
educational employees shall be responsible for
leading children and youth to desirable patterns
of general conduct and behaviot. The practice
of exemplary conduct in all personal, social,
and professional affairs shall be expected of
all employees.” Victoria Woellnet-Fields, the
Exccutive Administrative Assistant to Members
of the Fairfax County School Boatd said, “The
conductof out employees and their relationship
with our students is very impottant. Generally
speaking, teachers should not give rides to
students without patental consent.” Howevet,
there are scenarios that can occur in which
teachers are given permission to help students
outside of school. Woellner-Fields explained,
“There are emergency situations that can present
themselves where a teacher would give a student
a ride, but these would be exception based.”
Miller, who believes it is fine that students and

Continned on page 3

_deciding factor for many juniofs

Norris Brooks
News Editor

So much to do, so little time! This
axiom has never proved truer than
this year for West Potomac. When
the 2011 prom date was revealed
as June 3, the announcement
immediately ~ sparked
from students and parents alike.
Apparently, the date conflicted
with numerous school activities,
the most prominent including
a State Track Meet, the annual
Chorus Spring Show, and, perhaps

dismay

most problematic for juniors, the

“Scholastic Aptitude Test [SAT] test.

The questions foremost in
everyone’s mind ate “How could
this happen?
date chosen?”

How was the
Picking a date
for prom is more complicated
than one might think. There are
multiple specifications that the
administration considers. For
one, the date must be within three
to four weeks of graduation.
The reason: to prevent dtinking
ot other activities at the dance
that might jeopardize a student’s
ability to graduate. Also, it is
important to conflicts
with the Advanced Placement
[AP] and Standards of Learning
[SOL] testing dates. Other
factots to considet ate location
suitability, availability, and cost.
A year before the event, Junior
Class Sponsor Sheti Been-
Kirkland, set forth to find a venue
and set a date with the above
constraints in mind. Given the
popularity and affordability of
the Hilton Mark Center—whete
last year’s prom was held—
Been-Kirkland presented various
available dates at this location to the
administration. The date of June 3,
2011 was agreed upon in Aptil of
2010, over a year before the event.
The conflicts with other
significant school activities were
discovered early in the school year.
Scheduling prom the day befote
the SAT Reasoning and Subject
Tests set off a firestorm. Students
are reminded often that the goal
of high school is to prepare them
for the future, and that one of the
keys to being accepted by a top-
notch college is a solid SAT score.
Staying out late the night before the
big test can effect a person’s ability
to do well. This fear has been the

avoid
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My oldest memory is when we were : ( F%A% . | am going to UVA.

Freshman Lunchline Buddies '08 _ ; We met when Julie walked into the boy’s bathroom...

We met when Pwalked into the boys
Po i Sielc S she was probably there on purpose

If life were a song it would bathroom... BY ACCIDENT. |

be Bootylicious by Destlny g A song to describe us would be Soulja Boy - Donk.

He reminds me of a lemon; he can be

Child. W ~ sweet and sour all at the same time. i am jealous of Julie’s superior wit. We like to eat tbgether.
Most useful class is Economics, as awful as itis, you can learn some Shereriltide el i 3
pretty interesting things that you can apply to everyday life. onion because she The most useful class at high school would be Government,
| am going to Virginia Commonwealth University! makes me cry. because it has direct applications in the outside world.
Most embarassing moment was when we _ My oldest memory is being lunch line buddies...Julie
were talking about the Redskins one day on thought | was Native American and asked me what my
the bus and | yelled at him for not defending spirit name was...

Most embarrassing experience with Julie was proba-
bly when we went to Tech and stayed with my brother
and at the end of the trip he asked me who that weird
little Asian girl was.

his people when someone called him
the Redskins racist. He then pro-

ceeded to tell me that he was not
an Indian (Native American) bu
an Indian from India.

Help the SGA choose the theme of the
week’s events and the Homecommg Dance.
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CHOOSE FROM THESE
FOUR OPTIONS:

Vote on Blackboard undér your class page May 18-21!
- Homecoming will take place Se;:_)tember 26 — 30
The dance will be on October 1!
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