Clare Palo _ .
Style Editor Is the growing trend of taking a gap year after
ieh school, or even graduating eatly from high
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school helping or hindering students in the long run? Students at
West Potomac are defying the norm and making their own rules
for the future, by becoming mavericks of the strict, college world.

For the fifth consecutive year, the percentage increase in average
tuition and fees at a public :
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Graduating students take the road less travelec

Some West Potomac students are graduating school early or taking a gdp year before colleg
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congratulates all the
‘new National Honor
Society inductees!

cally motivated. I spent more time trying to get out of class rathe
than just sitting through the hour and a half period,” said Paullir
She chose to expand her view of her world, by exploring anothe
culture. By doing so, Paullin felt like she learned more about he

self, rather than possibly failing-out of a college course.
But, what happens at the other end of the spectrum? Rathe
than delaying, can going to co!

four-year colleges and uni-
versities was higher than the
percentage increase at private
nonprofit four-year colleges,
according to collegeboard.
com. The raising college tu-
ition rates make it harder for
students to come up with the
money, and many cannot look
to their parents due to the
economic turmoil.
Adventurous students,’

such as Senior Samantha Ka-
donoff, decided to take a gap
year to prepare them when
they are ready to go to college.
“I honestly believe I would be
wasting my patent’s money if
I went to school before I was
ready,” said Kadanoff.

Kadonoff, like many other
gap-year students, is planning
on traveling abroad to South
America for mission work
and other beneficial experi-
ences. “It’s hard navigating
away from the status quo,
the pressure from society,
and patents, to go to college,
makes it difficult to make a
decision for yourself” ex-
plained Kadonoff.

By allowing their parents to
have more time figure out an

letting themselves figure out year in 2011,
what they are planning to do,
students are more likely to stay in college. Fortunately, theit col-
lege acceptance letters do not disappear if they decide to wait a
year, and can ask the school to delay their admission.

Class of 2011 alum, Kate Paullin, set off to Kenya on a three
week program called Global Routes in a rural farming village of

ind out where the senior
6?7515 is headed on pagdes

Munjit;. “All throughout high school, T was never very academi-
1Y g g ry ‘

lege early be detrimental? Nc
everyone graduating early fror
high school considers them
selves a regular Doogie Hows
et, but is simply doing it to ge
ahead of the game.

Junior, Breanna Villator
who has earned enough crec
its to graduate with the clas
“of 2012, is graduating early t
jump-start her career in psj
chology: Instead of enrolling i
a four year university her fir:
year after high school, Villatc
ro decided to go to Norther
Virginia Community Colleg
for two years, and hopefull
transfer to the University o
Virginia for her Sophomot
and Junior year. Villatoro ac
mits she was hesitant in grad
ating eatly because it change
the dynamic of graduatin
at the normal four-year hig
school pace. “At first I realize
I wouldn't be graduating wit
my friends, but they were suf
portive [and] it helped a lot
said Villatoro.

Without the push from Pau
lin’s father, she would not hay
her life changing experience
“I encourage kids to take a ga
yeat because the only way to d

economic plan for. college, or Kate Paullin took a gap year in Kenya after her senior better, is to push yourself pa

you’re limits,” said Paullin. A
a successful gap year studet
Paullin hopes other students choose to fufill their dreams.

“It can very beneficial if you play your cards right, you mu
have what is necessary in and outside of school,” said Villator
Graduating eatly, or taking a gap year is not for everyone, but fc
some it can very beneficial, and help them succeed later in life. ]
this cutrent economy, students are finding creative ways to get b
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e into the summer. From
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Occupation: Summer

Reporter

Need a little extra cash in your pocket this summer?
Dor’t we alll As you probably know, outr economy isn’t in
the best condition tight now, and finding a job might be
a little troubling; especially one you will enjoy. As sum-
mer is approaching, now would be a great tme to start
searching for jobs and getting your name out there to
businesses you're interested in. Here are a few tips you
can use to help you score your dream job.

Before the Interview:

\/Dress for success! When applying for a job, let them
know you mean business. Dtess for the occasion; if your
job is formal, where something nice. Also, don’t over-
dress like the guys from Step Brothers.

\/Be prepared! Make sure you know what the job is ex-
pecting you to do. Do a little detective work and look on
their website.

JBe a little over prepared! Bring your own pen; you don’t
want to have to ask for one.

\/Find your weaknesses! Tty to figure out some of your
weaknesses when in under pressure situations like job in-
terviews: Do you mumble, speak too softly, or bite your
fingers? Whatever it is, try to conquer them and focus
on fixing it.

During the Interview:
\/Body language is key! Have good posture; don’t be
slumped ovet.

The phrase “you don’t get a second chance to make a
first impression” is especially true duting a job interview.

Make sure you shake hands and make eye contact; it’s the
little things that can help you get the job.

\/ Speak clearly! Make sure you speak cleatly and loud-
\e;ough where they can hear you.

Demonstrate your ability to be a hard-worker and suc-
cessful at what you do

After the Interview:

Follow up! After the meeting is over, make sure you
end a “thank you” note for giving you the interview. This
should be relatively quick after the interview; the follow-
ing day would be appropriate. Many hiring decisions are
made quickly so timeliness is extremely importantl

Be patient! If you don’t hear back from them, this
doesn’t mean you didn’t get the job; sometimes they have
a lot of applicants to considet, so give them time.

Hete’s a little advice from your fellow students:

Douglas Reyes: “Do whatever you need to do to make
that paper. Just be yourself.”

AnnMarie Cerutti:
“Be flexible, friendly and ferocious!”

Nail and make-up art are |
flourishing as major fads for
many girls at West Potomac.
There are endless unique
® |design ideas for nails and
for make-up art to match an
outfit, or even shoes! This

growing trend may contin-

ead to toe, West Potomac

Photo courtesy of Ashley A
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“Find a job you will enjoy
working at. The last thing yo
want is to be working some
where you’re miserable.”

- Joanna Morgan

8 The Wire
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STYLE
Runway Ready
“Catwalk to Concept”

Clare Palo
Style Editor

Students from the West Potomac Fashion Academy held their
6th annual Runway Ready Catwalk to Concept Fashion Show,
where students strutted down the runway with their original
fashion designs.

“It is a chance for students to bring out their inner fashionis-
tas.” said Emilia Blaszkiewicz and Kristen, West Potomac Acad-
emy students, who opened the event. Students work year long
on a portfolio, which is then presented at the show and auc-
tioned off for the audience membets to buy.

The band “Fresh Flight,” was the opening musical guest and
“DJ Nicola” kept the crowd bumpin’ throughout the show,
and provided perfect sassy catwalk beats. Hosts, FREE of 95.5
WPGC Radio Personality, original co-hosts of BET 106 & Park
and Ryan Charchian, Executive Editor of Cashmere and Tweed.

Many different fashion themes were presented, including

Above: Cristisha Adams models’ former
student, Nam Nguyen'’s collection. Right:
Fashion students, Emilia BlaszKiewicz
and Kristen Fowler open the fashion
show. Far right: Adams leads Nguyen fi-
nal collection walk down the runway to a
thunderous applause from the audience.
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10 things every freshman

% ey

‘Caitlin Schi‘oedef '
Copy Editor

1) Know that high school is nothing like the movies.

At West Potomac there are no queen bees, cliques are overrated, nobody has been run ovet by a bus (so fat), students
do not break into song down the hallway, and nobody is a 25 year old supermodel doppelganger. Sotry.

hoving students in the halls. It o
walks into class 20 minutes late

2) Know where you ate going, Try not to get too lost in the stream of pushing and s
is better to be the kid walking around with your nose in 2 map than to be the kid who
and out of breath because you pushed through the crowded hallways all over Gunston searching for your English class
(note: history and English classes are generally in Quander, science and math in Gunston, and fine arts in Springbank.)
3) Know you are neat the bottom of the metaphorical high school totem pole. Sophomores will look down on you,
because they were where you ate a few months ago and are trying to overcome the stigma of freshman year, Juniors will
probably just ignore you because they are so wrapped up in SAT tests, grades for college, and their recent driving privi-

“pink Paradise” “Street Intentions,” “My Bougie Baby,” “Ug-
gle Collection,” “Vintage Appeal,” “Kimchu Collection,” and
“Masked Elegance.” Seniors Elise Butler, Margaret Baet, Rosio
and Yang Chao, presented theit “Pink Paradise” Collection and
walked out to Rihanna’s “We Found Love.” Theit collection in-
cluded day to night pink and colorful clothing that mimicked
Forever 21’s mix and match trendy styles.

Schools around the county come to West Potomac for the
Fashion Academy such as, South County HS, Hayfield HS, Stu-
art HS, Edison HS, Robert E. Lee HS, Quander HS, and West
Springfield HS. Models came from all over Farfax County and
auditioned for West Potomac in order participate in the hot-
media event. West Springfield alumni, Nam Nguyen presented
his styles with a 70’s flare, nixed with 80’s fun and colorful, with
a touch of simplicity.
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every senior remembers

leges, and some Seniors will try and help you find your way, but they only do this because they think you are “adorable.”
4) Know you should get involved. Whether it be in clubs (particulatly school sponsored clubs), community service,

for college shine.

on your sofa.

7) Know to stay above drama and gossip. Saying negative things too and about your peers has nothing but negative
consequences. Being nice, kind and polite to others will help cultivate great friendships and positive attitudes.

8) Know that your teachers are here to help you. They are not evil, very few ate actually mean, and it is not only their
responsibility but also their pleasure to help their students succeed in and out of the classroom. So take advantage of
this, go to your teachers afterschool if you do not understand something, ask questions if you need help.

9) Know that everything you do matters. It sounds silly, but it is true. Every piece of mundane busy wotk is forcing

school plays, or sports the benefits of being involved in your school are endless with over 70 extracurricular oppot-
tunities available to you. It is how you make new friends, how you find new hobbies, and how you make yout resume

5) Know that grades do matter, but they aren’t everything. Getting C’s, Ds, or even an F your 1st quarter of fresh-
man year is not a guaranteed ticket to a career cleaning toilets at McDonald’s. You should try your absolute best in your
classes, and aim for Honor Roll, but freshman year is not so much about the grade you get, it is about leatning what
your limits are and where your talents lie, so you will be ready for your high school and college yeats ahead.

6) Know that a social life is important. Making new friends, going to parties, spending time with classmates outside
of school hours are all extremely important parts of your high school experience. Learning how to socialize and be-
ing able to talk to people are teally important skills. So next time you feel like blowing off friends to stay home with
Netflix and your buddies Ben and Jerry, tesist the couch potato temptation, you do not make lifelong memories alone

developing your study skill and time management, every friend you make will impact how you remember your high
school experience. So avoid saying “but it doesn’t matter” because it does matter, even the tiniest bit.

10) Know that your four years here will go by fast, so make the most of them Whether it be by painting the rock with
yout friends, forming a new student club, or writing for one of the schools award winning publications (like the Wite)
find a way to put a piece of yourself into the school’s history, and have a great time doing it.
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Emily Woods
1. 1 have been on The Wire
for two years.

2. My favorite memory is
going to the NSPA Journal-
ism convention in Anaheim,
California.

3. 1 will be going to Emer-
son College in Boston. Go
Lions!

4. 1 will be studying Acting.
5. 1 would tell Freshman to
go to class even if they do
not have their homework
done, and to not be afiaid
to speak up in class.



