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WEST POTOMAC HIGH SCHOOL

Farewell (o Fink

-Tte Wene Staly

West Potomac’s very own AP Statistics, math
teacher and Young Democrats supervisor will be
moving on to greener pastures. He will be working in
the Court Services Offender Supervision Agency and %
will be missed by all. Good luck Mr. Fink!
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West Potomac High School enrolls numerous students to the main Virginian universities each year.

Sophie Spriggs
News Editor

For many seniors, college is a fresh
start. The prospect of a whole new life
and circle of friends can be scary but
also a great way to start your adult life.
West Potomac students are notori-
ous for going to the same schools after
finishing high school. Several Virginia
schools are referred to as “West Po 2.0,
including James Madison University,
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, University of Virginia, and Vir-
ginia Tech. The list sometimes includes
Virginia Commonwealth University,
William and Mary, and George Mason
University.

West Potomac,

nately, in the beginning some West Po
people lived near me so I just decided
to hang out with them instead of try-
ing to bond with new people. Over the
first semester I began to reach out to
my hall mates who I did not know and
now they are some of my best friends.
I only see the other 14 of almost 20
girls I know from West Po about once
a month, if that. However, West Po-
tomac definitely was an incredible sup-
port system at first. I actually ended
up in a sorority with six other West
Po girls who I see a lot, though I ac-

Sarah Woodward (far right), Elizabeth quinn (far left) and Samantha Clifford
ond fron the right) , all West potomac alumnus, attending a UVA football game
together along with some new friends.

Virginia Tech, considered a West Po 2.0 college for its large amounts
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of West Potomac students attending each year:

different experiences. Both are fresh-
men at Tech this year. Pinney told The
Wire about his experience with his old
friends from West Po. “I hang out with
Daniel Morris, Cormac McPherson,
Sean Trenchard, Todd Ferri and Spen-
cer Watkins. I guess Tech takes in a lot
of West Po kids” Riviere on the other
hand said she had the opposite expe-
rience: “I never really hang out with
the people that went to West Potomac.
I didn’t really want to hang out with
the people I knew from high school,
I wanted to branch out and make new
friends” Their two different

Seventeen alums from West Po- € ¢
tomac are now a mere two hours
away at JMU. Tommy Frederick, a
2012 West Potomac alumni, com-

College is a chance to start

over and reinvent who I am
-Morgan Maniglia, Class of 2012

29

is a bigger version of their
high school if you want to -

mented, “there is only one person
from West Potomac, Jam Mari-
nelli, who I would say I hang out with
on a daily basis, the reason being that
we were both attracted to the same
fraternity. I see a lot of the other West
Potomac people at parties and around
campus but I don’t hang out with them
very often. I came to JMU with about
5 guys who I was pretty good friends
with in high school, but we all either
joined different frats or did not join
one at all” Being in the same fraternity,
sorority or clubs as fellow West Po-
tomac alums can be an effective way to
keep in touch with old friends.

UVA took in 15 West Potomac Stu-
dents last year including freshman
Elizabeth Quinn. She feels being
around so many familiar faces can be
both a good and bad thing. “Unfortu-

tually end up hanging out with my
newer friends a little bit more. I would
call Thomas Jefferson High School a
feeder school to UVA because there are
around 130 students from my class that
came from TJ. They all call it the TJ of
the south, so to them the population of
West Po kids at UVA is nothing” Hav-
ing friends who live in the same area
as you can prove very useful when col-
lege students need rides home. Being a
freshman with friends from your high
school can get you into parties and
rides places if you are not allowed to
have a car your first year on campus. If
you have older friends you have more
privileges.

At Virginia Tech, students Zoe Riviere
and Grayson Pinney have had two very

otherwise branching out is
always an option in college.
In-state schools are not the only that
end up with many West Potomac stu-
dents but also a few schools out of
state have a fairly large number of us as
well. Last year six students from West
Potomac committed to West Virginia
University and five went to Pennsyl-
vania State University, including An-
nmarie Cerutti, Demetria Webb, Jon
Woodbury, Nicole Sigda and Sarah
Underwood. Morgan Maniglia attends
East Carolina University, in Green-
ville NC. She told The Wire, “the only
person I hang out with from West Po-
tomac is Joey Hemingway, The two
have been going to school together
since 1st grade, “but ECU really isn’t
like West Po at all, that’s why I love it
so much because college is a chance to

experiences show that one f
might end up in a college that |

start over and re-invent who I am”

As nice as it is to see West Potomac
students continue their friendships
into college, sometimes it is not for the
best when it comes to forging their own
paths. When many West Potomac stu-
dents end up at the same school it can
become a harness that can both hold
you back and support you at the same
time. For most, the decision on go-
ing to an in-state school or not comes
down to the financial aspects but also
most students also know that if they go
to school with their friends its not go-
ing to be at all like West Potomac at all.

James Madison University, considered an-
other West Po 2.0 school, located in
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Annmarie Wood

T
Annmarie Wood (left) and Jackie Rhodes

(right), both West Potomac alumus, at a
Virginia Tech football game.

NHS meeting
when: May 29th 2:15pm

Memorial Day: No School
when: May 27th

SHOUT projects

when: June 2-12

Graduation

when: June 18th at the Patriot Center

2-4pm (tenative)
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' DISCLAIMER: If your name is missing, spelled wrong, or
labeled incorrectly, let us know. We did the best we could!
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Laura and Leigh, better known in the classroom as L&L, have been working together on The

Wite staff for three years. Laura joined the staff as a freshman and showed Leigh the ropes

during their sophomore year as the “Fun Page” editors and the students behind the West

Potomac advice column, LI Listening. Junior year, they worked side by side with Laura as the
News Editor and Leigh the Focus Editor. Their aspiration to work together as Editor and Chiefs
was finally achieved, as the inseparable pair conquered yet another year of working for The Wire.

"The EICs report that, “Despite the challenges we have faced this year, and in years past,
working for this newspaper has been one of the greatest experiences we've had at West Potomac.
Our crazy, chaotic staff is a family and we wouldn’t have it any other way.”




