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In our society, it usually takes a national or
controversial event to garner our attention to a
specific issue. The controversy lately has been
the use of the word “retard”. '

After the third and final presidential debate
on Monday, October 18th, Democrats were
celebrating a win by President Obama and
Republicans were trying to explain Mitt Rom-
ney’s conservative approach. Ann Coulter, a
Republican political commentator and author,

ephens, GlobIMessenger for Special Iympics, comments on Ann Coulters choice of word.

the best way to stop the use of the R-word is
through education. “People need to become
aware that all of the words we use have an effect
on ourselves and on the people we use them
against,” she said.

The club runs a campaign every March to help
the cause. Club president and West Potomac ju-
nior, Pamela Molnar, says that they aren't just
trying to stop the use of one R-word, but pro-
mote the use of another. “In addition to trying

applauded Romneys ap-
proach, tweeting, “I highly |
approve of Romney’s deci- |
sion to be kind and gentle
to the retard” A firestorm
has ensued, with criticism
coming from both the right |
and the left. Even a member
from the Special Olympics |
Virginia chimed in, writing

a letter to her.

John Franklin Stephens,
Global Messenger for Spe-
cial Olympics Virginia and_
Special Olympics athlete,8
wrote, “After 1 saw youri;
tweet, I realized you justa _
wanted to belittle the Presi-

retardwémd? .A

to stop the use of the -
word, we are also trying
to promote the use of a
new word, respect!”
Why do people still
use the R-word? Pamela
| Molnar gave two rea-
| sons. “Older people still
|| use the R-word because
they were never taught
that it was a mean word,”
but she said that nowa-
days it is used as more
of a “cool” word to mean
stupid or dumb. Pamela
Molnar’s mother, JoAnn,
echoes these thoughts,
saying that people in

Buy a dictionary.

dent by linking him to peo- This poster illustrates the lack offintelegey
and maturity from those who use the §

ple like me. You assumed
that people would under- Word.

stand and accept that being

linked to someone like me is an insult and you
* assumed you could get away with it and still ap-
pear on TV” He continued to say, “Well, Ms.
Coulter, you, and society, need to learn that be-
ing compared to people like me should be con-
sidered a badge of honor”

The Best Buddies Club at. West Potomac is
working to stop the use of the R-word. Mrs.
JoAnn Molnar, a special education teacher
at West Potomac and club sponsor, says that

her generation used it
as more of a “gentle”

; term compared to other
(V\+Q {eg‘e@ords like mongoloid
and idiot.

Students at West Potomac are trying to change
this trend towards the R-word becoming main-
stream. Senior Emily Benesh said, “[The R-

.word] shouldn’t be used as an insult towards

others. It's rude and inconsiderate” This senti-
ment is shared among the student body. Junior
Ashley Pak also said that the use of the r-word
is rude, and that “It shows that our society still
has some growing up to do.”
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Surviving Sandy
Leila Fleischman
Reporter

Like the National Geographic show Prairie Dog.Companion,
the entire east coast has been in and out of hiding this month due
to superstorm Sandy and the Noreaster that followed. People all
along the east coast were warned to stock up on candles, flash-
lights and batteries. In some states the weather warnings were
worthless. Students at West Potomac are grateful for the days
they got off school but unsure if it was needed or not.

Junior Katelyn McConville did not endure trauma, however her
aunt in New Jersey did. Her kitchen was destroyed by a huge
tree that fell because of a particularly large gust of wind. Katelyn
explains, “On the day of the hurricane, my aunt was upstairs in
her house. She heard a loud gust of wind and a large tree fell and
it crashed right through her kitchen. It will take months to re-
build and I can only imagine how hard it will be for her without
a kitchen for that long” :

Not far from Katelyn's aunt is Bethany Beach, Delaware, where
senior, Anna Carney’s family owns a beach house. When Sandy
hit the area, the house was flooded with two feet of rain water.
She comments, “We have to rip out all the floors and replace
them. If’s going to be a lot of work”

A hop, skip and a jump away in Long Island, sits a bay house,
owned by sophomore Hannah Engle’s family. Engle says, “There
are only a few bay houses left in Long Island, so they’re consid-
ered historical landmarks. My great grandfather, Joseph Koel-
bel, built the house in 1922. It is a place for our family to go
on vacation every summer so it was really devastating when we
found out that it had been washed away. Luckily my uncle found
it about a mile trom where it was, but Sandy had blowa off the
whole front part of the house and now we're trying to figure out
if it can be saved and rebuilt”

Evidently, there was plenty of destruction and devastation a
little further up on the east coast but very little was seen here
in Virginia. Fairfax County was not hit as hard as New York or
New Jersey, but there were still some ramifications. Sophomore
Gabrielle Bomberg thinks that two days off school was excessive.
Gabrielle commented, “The media over hyped what the hur-
ricane would do to our area, so my family cleaned the gutters,
removed furniture off our deck, and bought candles in case the
power went out. There turned out to be not a lot of damage, just
a few fallen trees. As we see the results now, I would say two days
off of school was a bit over-precocious. The FCPS board should
have started by canceling one day of school”

Destiny Hawes agrees and says, “I feel that the media over-es-
timated what damage Hurricane Sandy would do to our area. I
prepared by getting flashlights, and extra food and water. How-
ever, nobody I know lost power, and I think school should have
been in session, although having the two days off was nice”

In Fairfax County, our most dire situations have been the power
outages resulting in the hindrance of social networking sites for
24 hours. The aftermath in northern Virginia is miniscule com-
pared to New York or New Jersey. West Potomac was fortunate
enough to survive the storm and students cultivated some extra
time to get their work done. :

Hannah Engle

Sophomore Hannah Engle’s beach house in Long Island, ruined by
Hurricane Sandy.






VARSITY FOOTBALLS SEED IN THE REGIONAL
TOURNAMENT ..




i

&
L

e

You can tell a lot about a person by their hair.

i Creativity in one’s hairstyle often is a good hint as to how creative a person is. If someone’s hair is

i always messy or greasy, they very well might have given up on life. If there is never a hair out of -

k¥ : :

;{’:ﬂ' place, they are probably a persnickety character. A thick tuft of tacial hair might signify a male eager
bRl |

to prove his manhood. Hair is an essential part of a person’s look. While some days we might wish

we were bald so we could have one less thing to deal with, hair is a tremendous part

of how we express ourselves on a daily basis.
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A few West Potomac students and teachers parficipate in the festival of facial hair Seftih inio




*,EI.EBRITY STYLES

specially i in "h m;iu of Hohu« ood and glam ;
celebrities must unde;stand the unpormnce of havmg —
udtst.mdmg ha;r, 1hese icons often strive tur anv 7
iocvk that sets them &part from the rest. i thevcan
make the press im: Ihar ha;r a‘hcther it’s ngd or bad, it is,gtill public-
.. Miley Cyrm recer ntly chopped off her beaumm sxaves and blea;ned
::ihem b]oudc, shod‘.mg the pu‘whs., but trendmg, online for days.
Millions of g giris | fell in love with actor »\ndrew Garfield when they saw
hig messy mop of brown hairin ‘,Splder-Manr . Other ceiebritieg like”
Nicki Minaj and Lady GaGa are constantly ,1nL*(i.n'g up their hairstyles,

always keeping the public guessing what crazy wig they’ll wear next.

Melissa Loughridge Katie Mach

Junior Senior

N L)

West Potomac students and teachers have always done a good job of keeping it cla$$y, especially when it comes to hairstyles. Their eclectic per-

sonalities and styles shine thr ough the diverse do’s of our school. From lax bro flow, to bouncing braids,
we know how to wear a good head of hair. Here are some of the West Potomians that have taken a stand

against the sea of tiresome teenage hairdos.

JAYNE ORLEANS
is a sophomore with a
hi.p sf-yle that is hard

; »1rs_ty1.,e~' of
ju;s_t'an high school
~girl, and she stands
out in a crowd of
teenage gals with long
straightened hair.










STUDENT LIFE

#TWINNING .

We pulled a twm swrtch Iast year. We swrtched englrsh cIasses I was in Ms :
Flemmings class while Edwin was in Mr. Russel’s class and we swapped for |
the day. They did ngfnotice anything until | showed up in my real class
and both he and I were there together

We hke dlfferent NFL teams I I|ke the Eagles ]
and Edmund Irkes the Patrlots '
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' We grew up doing the same activities together asa kids, we
' usually don t 'breakaway from each other often

|
A Iot of our frrends are ﬁndlng out the dlffer- i
| ences between us two. The "Guessing Game" is ;
ﬁnally over! _ |

i

Our mom used to make us wear matching outfits in elementary
school. We thought it was pretty cool, because we could easily
play tricks/pranks on our teachers and friends. Good times!

My fam||y doesn t get us mrxed up anymore But
| when we were little,we looked just alike and ‘
% that's when confusion started. !

Can you guess who is who?

fz:‘who want you tobend. , . oW
 Scorpio: What you are longlng for is too far away, - Scorpio: The electricity that once flowed has been
~ even for your arms. , cut. : , : .

 Sagittarius: The secret you've been keeprng beneath
~ your hat is finally ready to come out.

- Capricorn: For all the times you've tried to soar, boy
- are your arms tired.

‘Aquarius: Basketball the far better choice.
., Pisces: Reach for the sky. You are halfway there.

Sagittarius: Stay grounded. It’s not that far to fall.
Capricorn: Keep your head down and ‘work. It’s the
miners that find the diamonds. .
Aquarius: Ask for what you want, 't-he blue plate
special. :

Pisces: Speak in srmple sentences. Make sure they
understand

Friday, November 16, 2012

The Wire 8



