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New Traffic

Plans are Slowly
Being Accepted

Ansley LaBagre

Editor-in-Clief

It is seemingly faster to walk to school than bother witha car, The
traffic stretching down Quander Road cach morning is the source of many
unexcused tardies and disgruaded drivers. The school has decided to change
the traffic pattern, leaving faculty and student drivers hopeful the morning
commute will no longer ruin the day.

Fairfax County Public Schools’ Department of Safety and Security has
observed the morning back up over the past month. They suggested, and
offered to provide funding for, the following changes:

{. Leave the current gate open at all times, closing only the left half at the
end of the day to prevent left-hand turns aftes school.

2. Paint 2 lanc on the right side from the right entrance dedicated o buscs
only.

1. Create 2 two lane space between the Quander houses and the island of
the rock, one for kiss and ride, the other for thru waffic.

4. Open the left entrance in the morning, s0 all parkers have the option of
quicker access to the lots.

5. Place a gate at the senior parking lot entrance closest to the main road,
which will be closed during the day and open after the departure of the
buses.

The objective of the plan is to split up traffic for a safer and more efficient
route for cars and students walking to class. The number of security guards
working traffic in the morning will remain at two, as one is necessary at all
fimes in order to direct buses and drop off cars against the parkers who are
making the ominous left hand turp into the lots.

The new pattern is planned to begin on January 1, 2005, depending on
the weather. The county requires a few dey days for paint jobs and sign
; | replacements, therefore if snow is a
problem, the next deadline will be

the week following Spring Break.

At worst, the county would have
to wait until the next school
year.
No parking will be
hindered by the new
pattern, although
teachers in
Gunston will be
assigned parking
spaces. Principal
Rima
Vesilind is
optimistic
towards  the

new pattern,

“it can’t get any

worse than it is
now.
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Freshmen Elizabeth Heath, Brooke Regenrburg, and Rachel Storey, jumiors Elise Bender and Amara Lents, and seniors
Laura Regensburg and Jessie Bauer, take off at the begtaning of a cross country race ot the Regional Chanpionsbip Meet on
Novenber 4. More on Cross Country on page 6.

Water, Water Everywhere

Fire sprinklers give West Potomac an unrequested washing

Joy Yoo
ire Reporter

On Wednesday, November
10, 2004, many students
were able to miss about
thirty minutes of third block
as a result of a technical
mishap in the Quander
Building, As students were
walking out of B lunch on
the way back to class, the firc |
alarm went off. Thinking '
that it was just a usual dnll,
many students were looking
for a quick getaway from
class. Surprisingly, students
were left outside for almost
twenty-five minutes:

After students were allowed
in the building, there was
even more hold-up. Many
Quander hallways were blocked off becanse of
flooding; so, there was $0O much congeston, which
made teachers and students become really irritated.
Spanish teacher Latitia Silverberg said, “At home and
at work, there are accidents. Things break and you
have to get them repaired. Those ace just some of

by Kelcy Jensen

Photo

Princpal Veslind Jooks in disbehef as teachers scramble o clean 1 in the Enpitsh Workroon:
after water from the second floor Jeaksed to the first floor.

the difficulties of daily life.”

Senior Jessic Stage said, “The flooding came as a
big surprisc, and as an inconvenience. Not only did
the fire alarm disrupted classes in Quander, but

See Floading, paye 6




Which Wide Receiver?

Dear Editor,

1 saw an article on best wide receivers of the NFL in the
last edition of The Wire, and while I agree with you that
Terrell Owens is a great wide receiver I think he’s a huge jerk
with a big mouth. He’s so full of himself, his touchdown
celebrations are over the top and he mocks other players
just to get attention. I'm sure some people said he was just
having fun when he made fun of the Ray Lewis dance on
Sunday’s game against the Ravens, but now he’s personally
attacking Lewis by bnnging up the fact that he was charged
(and acquitted) for double murder when it was completely
off topic and at the wrong time. This isn’t the fisst time
something bike this has happened either, before the season
began Owens accused his former QB Jeff Garcia of being
homosexual Besides the fact that Garcia has denied 1, who
cares if he 15 homosexual? He 1 a great quarterback and
if he had chosen not to throw the ball to Owens, Owens
wouldn’t be the superstar he s now. Owens’ behavior is
completely nappropnate and | don't think you should print
any more articles about how good he 1s because that'll give
him the attention he desperately craves.

Kenneth Llewellyn; Freshman

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Dear Editor,

Hispanic Henitage Month celebrates the Latino contribution
to out great nation and allows us to see that cultural diversity
has made America strong throughout history.

From the Revolutionary War to the Iraq War, Hispanics
have proudly and bravely served mn the Armed Forces. As
a matter of fact, in proportion to the number who served,
Hispanics constitute the largest number of Congressional
Medal of Honor recipients.

When the colonies rebelled against England, General
Bemardo de Galvez of Louisiana sent money, nfles, and
other supplies to George Washington. Many other Hispanics
raised collections to ad in the fight for mdependence.

When gold was discovered in California, prospectors
knew what they had, but had no idea how to extract it from
the ground, so they borrowed mining techniques from
the Hispanics who had been mining m Mexico and South
Amenca. . "

Hispanics have also contributed much to the fields of
medicine and science. In 1959, Dr. Severo Ochoa won
the Nobel Prze in Medicine for his discovery of RNA

A Rave to the Varsity Foot-
ball Team for pulling out a
big win against Lake Brad-
dock in the final game of

the season.

A Rant for the sprinkler
malfunction on Wednesday
the 10th. It’s good to know
the system is in tip-top
shape in case of a fire.

A Rave for the two-and-a-
half hour delay on the 11th.

What sweet, sweet slumber
1t wWas.

time to learn,

A Rave for the

the Bard.

Guarded Optimism for Youth Voters

Young people across the country have
finally spoken out, The numbers are in and
it is official: voter tumout on November 2
represented the highest proportion of the
population in decades, including a record
number of young voters. Statistics show
overall participation among chgible voters
age eighteen to twenty-nine at a rate of
over fifty-one percent, a nine-and-a-half
percent increase from the 2000 election.
This amounts to nearly 21 million voters
from the youngest age bracket, a number
previously unheard-of from a generation
often perceived as apathetic at best.

It may not even be too much

the youth age bracket has not increased,
remaining steady at about seventeen percent
of the electorate,

Because of this, some critics feel the youth
vote was still underrepresented, as the
increase stll did not affect the percentage
of the overall vote. Regrettable as this is,
however, the drastic ncrease in voter turnout
among this age bracket proves the youth of
America are becoming less apathetic about
their leadership. Perhaps it takes a hotly
contested election like this one to stir up the
opmions of young voters. However, this
seems to be a good mdication of things to
come. Hopefully, the new voters this year
will come to appreciate the necessity of

: e to hope that non-voters ¢choosingagoodleader It maynot even be
(ﬂb‘{’ﬂ“dflc aad). A . S P h 1 % too much to hope that non-voters who saw
Hispanics have also graced the stage and silver screen for WO SaAW OW Cclose €  how close the election was this year will be

generation, Desi Amnaz, Rita Hayworth, Fernando Lamas,
Anthony Quinn, Rita Moreno (the only artist to have won
an Oscar, Emmy, Tony, and Grammy), Raquel Welch, Martin
Sheen, Charlie Sheen, Emilio Hstevez, Andy Garcia, Edward
James Olmos, Cameron Diaz, and George Lopez ace but a
few of the many Hispanics i the entertainment industry:

The sports word has its share of Hispanics as well. Chi
Chi Rodriquez, and Nancy Lopez in golf, Manny Fernandez,
Jim Plunket, and Tony Gonzalez m the NFL; Ruben Najera
in the NBA: and Major League Baseball has too many to
name.

There are currently over 5000 Hispanic elected officials in
the US One of the most influential Hispanic figures was
never elected to office — Cesar Chavez (1927-1993). He
founded the United Farm Workers Union and led the fight
to gain recognition for workers who harvest this nation’s
produce.

Hispanics have now become the majority minornity with

election was this year will
be more motivated to make
themselves heard the next
time around.

This drastic increase, due in large part to
registration drives from countless non-profit
organizations, is indicative of a greater
trend among the voting population. Overall
voter turnout this year accounted for neardy
sixty percent of the eligible population, a
proportion not seen since the 1968 election.
Therefore, the percentage of voters from

more motivated to make themselves heard
the next time around.

From a pessimistic viewpoint, it seems
history will likely repeat itself, and youth
voters will lose interest in the political
process as nationwide partisanship decreases
and the elections become less issue-driven.
Without a “hot topic” to debate, apathy is
wont to reappear throughout the nation, and
the youth vote will once more be written off
as unlikely to make a difference. For now,
however, it appears we have the attention of
those in charge and, hopefully, they will give
the youth vote the recognition it deserves.

—

ants and Rave:

A Rant for the enormou
aggravating traffic on f
morning we had Touchba
Nothing like ensuring f
students are m school

Drar

Department for putting
a great updated version

Shakespeare’s The Taming
the Shrew. 1t’s not easy to p
off changes to the works
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its achievements.
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A Note to the Readers From the Opinions Editor: Business Manager Robin Harry Copy Editor Joe Coram

I am disappointed. You have few oppormnitjcs to legti- Asst. Business Managers  Adcle Hampton Advisor Ms, Kelcy Jens

mately and vocally express yousself. Yet, you neglect your Angie Palma Reporters Joy Yoo, Sarah

only soapbox. Why not make use of this Opinions section? - Opinions Editor Drew Mackln Raser, Rob Jon

Give vent to your frustrations or give voice t0 your praise. News Editor Jeff Snyder Mark Petermas

Have a complaint about the way the school is being run? Features Co-Editors Ashlee Newcomb Jason Yaworsk

Write to The Wire. It’s the finst step toward gaining broader Katic Staples

support and effecting real change here in the school. Per- Focus Editor Marissa D’Orazio

haps you've noticed a particular student, teacher, or team Sports Editor Alex Keckeisen

which has far and above exceeded the status quo. Give
such 4 person or group of people the attention and admira-
tion they deserve. 1fs simple. Type up your letter. Make 1t
around 200-250 words, and drop it by room 418 in Upper
Quander. Let your voice finally be heard and respected.

The IFire is a publication whose aim 15 to mform, educate, and eatertain the student body. The 1E'%re will not print any mate
that is Iibelous or obseese, o that will invade any pecsors fight to prvacy. The ideas expressed in unsgned editonials refle
apinions of the newspsper staff, however, Letters 1o the Editor do not. The [Fire 15 an open forum for discussion which 1
by Journal Newspapers, |f you have an opinion on s school-related jssuc, please submit your Letter to the Editor of 250

of less to Room 418 Quander, or «-mail us at: kelcy jensen(@feps.edu. All submussions become property of The Fire.
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Giving Up What He’s Earned?

Drew Macklin
Opinions Editor

Well, | guess I can gloat now. A full-on,
no holds barred “I-told-you-so™ would seem
perfectly acceptable. After all, Election Day
came, held our rapt attention, and departed
mto the annals of history, leaving one yery
happy Opmions Editor behind, My verbose,
sometimes heated, rhetonc seems to have
been justified in the end. Amenca traveled
to the polls in record numbess, and, leaving
litthe doubt as to their sentiments, re-clected
George W Bush to a second presidential
term. It seems when all is said and done,
the opimons 1 present so frequently on
these pages are shared by a majonty of
Amencans

Sull, although I know the same courtesy
would not be given to me by most of my
political counterparts, I do not deign to revel
mn the wictory of November 2. Instead,
I choose to tuke it as a matter of fact. |
kaow focusing on the events of the election
campaign that captured Amenca’s attention
for almost eight months will do little for the
next four years, and constantly reminding
Demaocrats of there further fall from favor
will not bridge the chasm that lies between
the two parties right now.

I believe that chasm should be an mtegral
part of every post-election analysie. The
strident and angry barbs exchanged by both
candidates reflected so much more than just
the titles of two different political parties,
They helped teveal even more the basic,
ideological differences hiding m Amenca
today:

As November wears on and Election
Day fades from memory, the talking heads
on television will feast on the subject of
reconciliaton. They will ponder and argue,
“Will President Bush reach across the aisle
and work once more with Democrats? Will
the Democratic Party make simuitaneous
concessions to guarantee the Presidents
hand will find another to shake? Most
importantly, will everyone kiss and make
up?’ While they consider the eternal weight
of such quenes; I will have made up my
mind already. Even now; I know that to ask
President Bush to give in and drop some of
the issues nearest and dearest to his heart is
to ask him to forsake the positions he has

had to defend from all sides for over eight

months.

Tt does a giant disservice to an issue if
we expect someone to feel strongly about
it, and then expect him to tuen around and
give up the conviction he has so jealously
maintaned. Doing such a thing implies
we never really believed m the candidate’s
sincerity m the fisst place, and therefore
we ‘assame his facade wall be easy to drop.
But what if such passion for an issue is not
drven by poll numbers? What if conviction
stems from a deep-set behef in the absolute
truth behind an issue? Should Amercans
still expect the issue to be dropped? 1 say
no.

This is the situation with President Bush,
His support for tax cuts, a constitutional
amendment  defending  heterosexual
mardage, and an unbom child’s right to
Life are based in a genuine belief that those

positions are dght. For this reason, no one
should be surprised if Bush takes steps
toward furthenng those issues. It's not as
if it will be a surprise Bush advocates tax
cuts — he has advocated them from his very
entrance into the national spotlight.
Furthermore, 1 contend the clamor for
concessions. by Bush was birthed by sore

R O g L )

Photo By Houston Murpl;y

losers who lostan elecnion they badly wanted
o win and who are now fightmg tooth and
nail to ensure they are not left behind as
Amenca moves forward with Bush’s plans.
When will they wake up and smell the
strong, sromatc coffee of reality? President
Bush won decisively on November 2 With
an increased majonty in the House and the
Senate, and a margio of almost four milion
between himself and Kerry, he has every
right in the world to follow through on his
campaign promises. Amenica has spoken,
and all the whining n the world won't make
them change their mind.

Senior Slump in School Spirit

Ashlee Newcomb
Styte Elditor
Senior yedar. A milestone for
many high school students. The
day of reckoning is soon to
come. Freedom is close at hand.
The fat lady will soon sing! One
would suppose with such a
significant event as graduation
around the comer, this school’s
senior class would be
more hype for this
school year than any
other. However, that
would be too easily
said.

1 have preached
before about the lack
of school spint that
exssts m this school.
However, the senior
class blatantly lacks any
amount of zeal Its
quite pathetic when the
junior class out cheers
the senior class at the
Homecoming pep rally, where
the seniors are traditionally
higher-spinted than the other
clagses. It may sound cheesy to
state that we were “out cheered,”
but honestly, seniors you must
admit you felt somewhat feeble
after the pep mlly was over
Nonetheless, T must ddmit I
did find it humorous that while
the junior class was yelling “0-
6, the senior class ended their

chant with an explicit two word
phrase; lets put it this way, it
thymes with six.

I don’t find it hypocritical to
bash the senior class, because
I, myselE am a member
Individually, there are a great
number of  school-spirited

semors that have maintained
their fervidness over the past
three years. As mine has grown,

others have depleted,

The senior class is historcally
known as the supreme class.
Full of excitement. séniors are
usually ready to pursue their
pranks and beat the junmiors at
anything put in front of them.
However, the class of 2005 just
doesn’t seem to care.

Whether it 15 the 1-9 varsity
football team record (I will
back up the team by saying
their game against Lake

ouston Murphy

Braddack was by far their best-
played game all season) or the
build-up of administration, the
school spirit within our class i
seniously lacking,

My theory about our
nonexistent school pride 15 the
“Class of ‘05 Curse” Every
year of our high school career
has seemed to possess some

type of mishap, Freshman year

was September 11" and the

D] never showing up for our
Homecommg Sophomore year
withheld the “Sniper Attacks"
Qut junior year consisted of the
tragic death of Schuyler Jones
and Hurricane Isabel. Now
we are at our senior year, which
began with the two losses to the
juniors  during Homecoming
Week (both the Powder-puff
game and the floats.)

Many will find this as an excuse
to say that our class, according
to many juniors, “sucks” But
once you take the time to think
about it, is it really our senior
class’ fault that we lack school
spisit? Or are the major factors
that help build up that school
spint deficient themselves?

Ower the past years, honestly,
the dances such as Homecoming
and Prom have not been up
to the movie levels. As the
dances have improved over the
years, there still remains a kind
of hesitanon about gomg to

these events.  Many students
attend just to see what others
are weanng, dance to one song,
and bum up their curfew hours
wandenng Waynewood.
Adminsstration is always going
to be a big factor n whether,
we, as students, care about the
school. To be honest, when you
have a woman poking you with
her walkie-talkie telling you your
stomach 1s showing, the whole
1/4 inch of it, my prde for the
school goes somewhat south.

I have always looked forward
to my senior year, including
being able to leave class five
minutes earlier than the other
classes (which obviously is not
happening) pulling the best
senior pranks (which the junior
class s actually doing) and
proving to the rest of the school
that we definirely “rule the
school,” which T will leave room
for comment about, It honestly
is difficult to mamtam school
pade for an mstitution that took
away all of our prvileges nght
before we were able to obtain
them.

However, when it all comes
down to it, I thmk of one httle
thing Though the juniors think
they rule the school, 1 figure
we have eight months left, they
have one year and eight months
Jeft: “Oh, fivel”

O, PINIONS
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Stem Cells: Saving Lives or
- Destroying Them?

A Necessary Tool of Science

Ansley LaBarre
Editor-in-Chef

On thousands of dover’s licenses,
glowing red hearts boast “organ donor”
[ndividuals believe they are contributing
to the benefit of society by donating
working parts they can no longer use after
their death. Few arguments ar¢ made that
this issue 15 immoral, as most of us are

avid supporters of recycling

Stem cell research 1s partially constituted
from this same ides of recycling, mstead
with an uowanted and aborted fetus,

The fact that the tissue 1§ denved from
an uoborn human child 5 the only
reason opponents have m objecting to
such beneficial research. Protesters do
not understand the fetus had already
been aborted and passed several test
requirements, including the permission of

the parents. Not using the healthy tissue

would simple be like throwing it in the

garbage.

Opponents also disagree with the idea
of “test tube babies.” During this process.
donor reproductive cells are taken from
adults, combined, and grown to the first
stage of development within a laboratory:
After DNA has developed enough to be
studied, growth is stopped and the tissue
is used for research. Those who find it
unethical say it is unjust to create a life
just to destroy it. If this is the case, then
they should not so readily be inhaling
hamburgers on a daily basis, as most of

the meat we consume comes from farms

where livestock is specifically bred and

raised to be sent to the slaughter house.

The “life” created with a stem cell
15 not simply destroyed either. Tissue

Do you teel that Stem Cell Tissue
should be used to aid victims of
untreatable diseases?
(Out of 134 students)

Bl Ves-358%

B No-335%

(] Undecided - 30.5 %

replacement with these cells has proven
to aid patients suffering from incurable
diseases, as stem cells can serve to
function as many different types of cells,
and contmue to repraduce as long as their
hosts are stll alive. This means bram
diseases like Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's,
which have no cure, can now be partially
treated. While improving the condition of
panents, research conducted also allows
doctoss to gam further knowledge on
the development and possible prevention
or cures of such diseases, It seems so
much more
unethical to
me 1o stop
research
that could
h el p
muillions of
sufferers.

Adwvances
i research
of ‘cancer, |
heart
disease, and diabetes, are among the
many which have come about from stem
cell research. For anyone who has lost
4 loved one to such a dominating and
uncontrollable disease, it seems more
than reasonable to grow a couple of
unwanted cells in order to save an already
fully developed and progressing life. I'd
much rather save the life of a struggling
25 year old than try to promote the rights
of some abandoned cell who never stood
a chance.

Phato by Kun Wegnee

A Matter of Right and Wron;

Hana Beckerle
Editor-in-Chisf

Imagme a human being in a test tube
Now imagine scienfists removing this
human being from the test tube and
pulling it apart m the name of research.

Embryomic stem cell research s an
example of an issue of morals that has
been pokticized. It's too bad that many
people can't see ssues such as this one
mn terms of dght and wrong anymore. It
15 true that embryonic stem cell research
has the potennal to discover cures for
many ferminal diseases  However, we
must consider the costs of this research.

There are many myths surrounding this
issue, and many people are not aware of
the actal facts behind the thetonic Stem
cells are cells i hiving things from which
other types of cells can develop. One
misconception 15 that stem cells come
from aborted fetuses. Although stem
cells may be obtained from 2 human
body in almost any stage, the kind that
are the issue here do not come from
fetuses, Fetuses and embryos, although
both stages of human life, are different.

The thing that is special about
embryonic stem cells is their ability to
develop mto almost any kind of cell
in the body. Adult stem cells have not
shown this ability in research so far, but
this does not mean that they cannot be
used for research purposes. Adult sfem
cells can regenerate and grow new cells,
and may potentially provide answers to
scientists’ questions about human life,
without destroying embryos.

Scientists create fertilized eggs (the
embryos) through methods such as
cloning, artificial insemination, and
genetic manipulation, and then spht
them apart to extract the stem cells, Here
we have a great irony. These scientists-
produce a life, only to destroy it in the®
name of enhancing life for others. This’
to me seems to be a remarkable injustice
and a cruel practice. :

Besides the scientific side of embryonic
stem cell research, there is. the political

side. Some pobtcians and scientists
would kike to have us believe that withm
this practice, the answer to curing many
termmal diseases lies just around the
corner. However, there 15 little evidence

of this so far It is true that this type
research 15 promising, but it does a g
disservice to patients with diseases s
as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson's to |
them believe that a miracle cure wil
found any day now through embry
stem cell research.

Another misconception is
President Bush has banned this type
research. Bush did not ban embryc
stem cell research, In fact, he was
first president to ever provide func
for uf, although he set houts on
practice to prevent more lives &
being ended m their eardy stages w
the ethical aspects were bemg explo
There are already over 60 lines of s
cells that have already been extracte
laboratories today, and these are legal
research
Thave heard the arpument thatan emb
15 not 4 human being and therefore
acceptable to use for research. Whil
15 true that :
an  embryo |
may lack 8
the features |

look for, the
fact remains
that it 1s an
early stage in every single human |
Just because these embryos exist 1
test tube does not mean that they
not have the potential to become hur
beings.

Many also point out the fact that m
of these embryos are produced us
unused eggs that women have place
fertility clinics. If we didn’t use th
it would be a waste, night? Howeve
think that the majonty of people v
some sense of nght and wrong wo
rather see eggs go unused than see |
be ended prematurely.

It is easy in this day and age to feel 1
morals are 2 little bit old fashioned. |
not always easy to do the right thing, ;
the issue of embryonic stem cell resea
18 2 difficult one. While this practice r
eventually lead to important discoves
it is more important for us to culby
and preserve a respect for human Lifi
il of its stages.

Questions for Thought

If you try to fail. and succeed, which have vou

Why don’t fortune tellers win the lottery?

If Maria from “The Sound of Music” had to
give away all of her possessions before enter-
ing the convent, why did she have a guitar?
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Sarah Raser

Wire Reporter

George Mason University: Only minutes from this school,
George Mason is a great university for those who can’t bear
to Jeave home. Mason offers a great amount of academic
programs in 4 culturally diverse atmosphere. Its student
population comes from a wide range of different countries
from around the globe.
Application Deadline: Fall freshman- January 15%
Twtion: In state- $5,112 >
Room and board: $5.600 ‘/‘L‘
HEarollment: 16,579 GEORGE
Average SAT: 1108 Iyl A s
Location: Fairfax

UNIVERSITY

Old Dominion University: Founded as a division of
William sad Mary, ODU bas evolved to one of the 101

amiversines with Camegie/ Doctoral Research-Extensive
distinction. Located on  seaport, its campus is 4 beaunful
weay of new and old buildings

\pplication Deadline: Fall freshman- January 157
Tuition: in state- $5,100
Room @nd board: $5,802
Enrollment: 13,229
Average SAT: 1043
Location: Norfolk

Howard University: Howard has the reputation of being a
mainly African Amencan college and thrives on a sense of
communityand collabosation within the school. Itis located
in the heart of D.C."and is for a person who loves the aty.
Application Deadline: Fall freshman- January 15*

Twtion: In state- $10,130
Room and board: $5,570 ¥
Enrollment: 6,076
Average SAT: 1081
Location: Washmngton D.C.

Longwood University: Longwood's main goal is to create
an “expenence that shapes your life and helps you become
what you want to be.” The campus may be in the middle
of nowhere, Farmville, but is surrounded by a tight kit
community and small towns.

Application Deadline: Fall freshman- January 15"

Tuition: In state- $3,320
Room and board: $5,424
Enrollment: 3,653
Average SAT: 1085
Location: Farmville

Virginia Commonwealth University: VCU has academic
programs that help create a better knowledge for their
students about what they want to be in life. It is known
for its outstanding programs in the arts and in medicine,
and a brand new arts facility was recently constructed. The
diversity around the campus makes anyone who attends feel
right at home.

Application Deadline: Fall freshman- January 15%

Tuition: In state-
Room and board:
Enrollment: 16,504
Average SAT: 1066
Location: Richmond

University of Richmond: The small size of UR helps
make a comfortable leaming environment for its students.
The social life revolves around the Greek system and
activities are often located within the city of Richmond.
Application Deadline: Fall freshman- January 15"
Tuition: In state- $33,510
Room and board: $7,000
Enrollment: 2,861
Average SAT: N/A
Location: Richmond

You Wreck

Wire Reporter

‘There are many reasons why a job is not given to someone,
and employers rarely explain themselves when they are
feeling particularly selective. In some cases, they deny the
job to a candidate because of a background check. Many
people complain because they haven’t broken any laws in

Wik Backman,

resently bived as manager of the Arizona Diamondbagks, it fired affer only
fonr-days on fhe job becanse the D-backs. did not perfarse bavkground heck Ifore firing bim
They discosered information from bis past thit didn’t sit well with tegi officials

N
Check Yourself Before

Yourself

a sheet brimming with crimes and convictions committed by
someone else,

Some places are stricter than others when it comes to
background checks, though. Medical schools in particulas
are especially harsh on what they allow on their students
records. For years, these institutions have conducted checks
on all incoming students and faculty. Of the 201 applicants
who reported felony convictions in 2003, 199
were not admitted.

There are many ways for checking
backgrounds used by medical schools. Some
of them only check first-year students and
staff, while others force them to submit to a
check at the start of every school year Then
again, there are many schools that do not
check therr students’ backgrounds at all, but a
recent murder-swicide case by a student at the
University of Arkansas has brought this issue
to the forefront.

[here are a lot of unhappy students
who are looking to be doctors or nurses
Sophomore Franklin Pagan wants to go to
Johns Hopkins to study medicine, but he
spd. “Pm uncomfortable with some total

stranger looking through my records. I don’t
have anything to lude, but I don’t appreciate

a while,. What they don't understand s, no matter if it was
yesterday or two years ago, these stact job requirements can
still find it and use it to their adyantage.

Sometimes there have been no unlawful transgressions
worth a mention and the job could still be just out of reach.
This is because the company probably made a mistake of
their own. All they have to do is get & single digit wrong in
your social secunty number, or confuse the names of two
separate candidates for the same job, and they could pull up

them gomg through my business lke that”
Senior Cyndy Ellis is also a prospective nurse and says, “The
background checks are just something you have to deal with
to get what you want.”

So how often do people shp by the background checks?
Not often, because the checks are very thorough, although it
can happen on occasion. These mistakes are made because
the applicant lied on their transcripts, and the school didn’t
double check the information given to them. That 15 just
another example of how background checks are esessential.

SarahRaser
Wire Reporter

On Thursday, November
10®, 2004, jumior Queen
Suyats had the film in
her  camera
confiscated
by : the
administration.
The film
contained
various
pictures for an
assignment for
her yearbook
class.

Suyat was
assigned  to

Oseen Suyat is waiting ber confinseated film fo be
refurned by the administraion.

Wrong Place,

in thé wrong area. An
administrator  approached
the vehicle to tell them
to move. The - woman
attempted to move, but he
was standing in front the car

take  pictures
of the
administrators working
in vatous places in the
school. While completing
this  assignment,  she
allegedly took a picture of
a fight between a student,
the student’s mom, and a
secunty gaurd. She said she
didn’t take any pictures of
the fight, but still had her
film taken away.

The fight happened duning
the moming traffic time
when a student was beng
dropped off by her mother
and sister, but parked

obstructing the way and he
repeatedly told her to move.
Fed up with the treatment,
the sister got out of the
car and physically moved
him out of the way, which
started a fight between the
family and the administrator.
Suyat claims she did not get
any of this action on film,
but did get a picture of the
car and the studeat.

After the incident in the
morning, Suyat was taken out
of class by the administrator
and was told to hand over

Wrong Time

her film. Her roll wasnt do what you got to do, even
completely finished so she if it means helping on your
had to waste the rest of the own time,” says Suyat.

film in an effort not to ruin
it. Later on in the day she

The administrator said
she will be getting the film

was taken out of class yet back soon, but she has yet to
again, and was questioned get it back. During her next
about the happenings of yearbook class she told what
that morming Suyat says had happened to her teacher,
it was a hassle to be taken Mrs. Mobley, and was told to
out of class, but she knows  reportall of her questions to
that she was just helping her. The administrators were
out the school. “It’s nice to . unable to comment on the
“help people and you got to  current investigation.

Friday, November. 19,.2004
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A Surge of Plastic Surgery

Wire Reporter

As of October 11, 2004, teenagers make up 4% of the
plastic surgery market in the US. In specific numbers, that is
346,000 cosmetic surgeries per year. That stat may not seem
like a lot; however, this number is continuously increasing:

Breast implants, liposuction, rhinoplasty (nose job),
and otoplasty (procedure that reshapes ears) are the most
common types of plastic surgery among teenagers. [n 2003,
43,000 rhinoplastics were performed. Also, from 2002 to
2003, according to the American Sodiety for Aesthetic Plastic
Surgery (ASAPS), the number of girds cighteen and younger
getting breast implants trpled, from 8,732 to 11,326.

Plastic surgery is not only a big factor for American

therr lonikss wery serionsiy

Sewivre Anthowy Bennet bus comtengpiitod cosmetic surgery. High school 25 a trme wihon many lewagers Take

All of these factors should be taken into consideration when
one decides whether or not to go through plastic surgery.

It is indisputable that high school and the teenage years
carry a lot of ecmphasis on one’s physical experience. As
much as people say, “But it’s the inside that counts,” physical
charactenstics play a big role m a teenager’s perspective
of others as well as themselves, Many people believe that
plastic surgery is a process by which teenagess gain a lot of
self-esteem which they lacked before the surgery. Senior
Moira Holt believes, “Plastic surgery can be very beneficial
if someone has a real problem with the way they look. But,
when people want to change everything about themselves,
it is tacky and can look really bad” A student whe attends
Robinson High School got plastic surgery the summer
before her senior year. She had always wanted to get plastic

surgery ever since she  was
young because people always
made fun of her big nose. In
addition, she had a medical
conditton  called  Deviated
Septum, which complicates the
breathing process. Her surgery
was not for others’ approval but
for hegself. She tells others who
are considering plastic surgery,
“T don’t think that you should
care what other people thmk,
and that shouldn’t be the only
reason you are getting i’

There are also those who
think that plastic surgery 5 2
superficial method by which
teenagers and many
create o “fake™ appearance. For
example, senior Nicole Andrade
openly disagrees with st “1 think

At is absolutely superficial  If
someone renlly has low self-

others

Phets by Houston Murpity

teenagers; other countries around the wordd are finding its
youth questioning their beauty and getting plastic surgeries
to solve the problem, In Asian counttics, the younger
generafions 4re using cosmetc surgeries to have more
“American” cyes. This procedure is called blepharoplasty,
a procedure where the patient’s eyelids ace flipped up so the
eyelashes are more visible and fat from other body parts are
transferred to their eyelids to create a more western look,
This procedure has become so common in Asian countries
that many can just walk into an office at the local mall and
get the surgery done within twenty minutes.

Medically speaking, teenagers are very unaware of the risks
that come along with plastic surgery. Permancat scarring and
the possibility of rupture are only two items on the long list
of possible consequences. Most would agree that teenagers
who are going into plastic surgery should be fully informed
on these potential dangers. Financial burdens also come

along with plastic surgeries. The initial surgery, no matter
what kind, is usually no cheaper than $2,000. Then there is
the possibility of necessary susgery if any problems occur.

esteemn and wants to change,
then, they should work hard to better their lifestyle” sad
Andrade.

People who disagree with plastic surgery condemn the
new popular reality TV shows such as “Swan” and “Extreme
Makeover.,” They believe these shows motivate teenagers to
be unsatisfied with their bodies and to solve their “problem”
with plastic surgery. Another crticism of teenagers’ plastic
surgery is that it eacourages behavior such as passmg
judgment on one’s physical appearance. In other words, it
dissuades them to get to know what’s on the “inside” of
others. Psychologist Kearney-Cooke said, “When yow're a
teenage girl, there’s this whole myth of transformation that's
very powerful.. that cosmetic surgery can transform your
looks and your life.”

Many would agree with senior Jessie Stage, who said,
“Plastic surgery has positive and negative aspects to it. In
some ways, @ person can overcome tremendous self-esteem
issues but abusing the use of plastic surgery can have
horrible consequences. I think altering your physical self is

fine as long as it bangs out your true self”

UPCOMING
EVENTS

November 22

e  Fall Play Strike (2:30 pm-6:30 pm)

e  Fall Sports Awards Night in Cafeteria (6:30 pn

10 pm)

November 23

¢ NHS Inductions in Auditorium (7 pm-8:30 pn
November 24

e  Awards Ceremony in Auditormum (9 am-11 am
November 25

e THANKSGIVING! ©
November 26

e HOLIDAY
November 29

s  Junior Class Dinner in Cafeteria (6pm-9:30pm
November 30

e Teacher Cadet Internship @ Hollin Meadows

(9am-10:40am)
e \WABC Rep/Coaches Pizza Dinner m Cafeten
{6pm-7pm)
December 1
e Academy Counselor Open House in Room 50
(9:30am-11am)

December 2

e Piano/Guitar Concert in KogelmanTheatee
December 3

e Colomal Singers to Mt. Vernon Estate (Gpm-

9pm)
December 4
e  (Colonual Singers to Mt. Vernon Estate (6pm-
9pm)
e SAT Testin Cafeteria and Quander classroom
(7:30am-2pm)
December 6

e Inteams distnbuted i 7 Pedod Classes

e  One-Act Play Auditions (2:30pm-6:30pm)
December 7

e SAC Students to Fairfax HS (10am-2.05pm)

* Hohday Spotlight m Auditorum (12am-11:

30pm)

¢  One-Act Play Aunditions (2:30pm-6:30pm)
December 8

* Forensics Tournament @ Chantilly (3pm-T:

30pm)
e Math Team Competition in Room 206 (2:15p:
3:45pm)
December 9
e  CPP Parents Pot Luck in Cafetéria (5:30pm-8:
30pm)

e Band Concert in Auditonium (7:30pm-10pm)
December 11
e ACT Test in Cafeteria plus Quander Classroos
(7:30am-2pm)
December 16
e  Choral/Orchestra Messiah Concertin
Auditorium (7:30pm-10:30pm)
December 23
e Winter Break Starts

Flooding, from page 1

activities like NHS were cancelled as well”

Students and teachers in the other buildngs held
OPIMIONS. Senior Ramy ZamZam ranted, “It s
because Thad A lunch, and the fire alarm didn’t even g
in Guaston. So, | had so much extra time in class. It
f‘"’.,.'

Although many students were happy to have missed
of class, there were still many students who are we
Junior Leigh Rossi stated, “I was glad that we stayed ¢
class for so long. but it’s also a little wornsome that o
sponklers don't work.””

The system malfunction also frightened junior Beth ¢
who said, “T was glad that we got out of class but
annoymg that nobody knew what happened. I hope
the system so something worse won't happen n the fu
Overall, the water damage was an inconvenience for
students and teachers.

Friday, November 19, -
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A Few Good Wolverines

Jeff Snyder
News Edetor

Teachers deal with loud
students 1n their face all the time
with incredible poise. It makes
vou wonder how they are so
good at it But 1t probably never
aceurred  to you that they've
already expenenced it for vears
before here at this school from
the worst yet; dall instructoss,

On November 11, 2004 the

each Veterans” Day. The fifth
peniod platoon broke into smaller
squads that each covered three or
four teachers. The teachers were
presented with a bref history
of Veterans Day, an anoaymous
poem entided “In  Memory
of Departed Comrades” a

lapel pin with “Veteran” on it,
n personalized certificate, and
concluded with a salute. During
the last thirty minutes of the day,

as well as his patiotsm. Ths
seventeen years in the Army
helped him convey a sense of
urgency in betng a responsible
individual that he toes to install in
hss students everyday.

Other departments at thus
school also hold America’s finest.
teacher Ron
Grovannucer jomned the Army
t0 build structure in his hife, He
achicved the rank of Sergeant

35 FPiALR I LAAEEIAR AR LR T P

Coamial  Justice

West Potomac JROTC in the 827
program assembled Engineer
m the man pgym for Brigade.
# Muster Formation. Giovannuec
The Battalions Muster was also
Formation 15 a meeting a squad
of all the JROTC cadets leader and
in the school for a demolition/
specific puspose, such as mine warfare
an award ceremony or specialise,
guest speaker On that He then
Thursday morning, the mstructed
four platcons consisting I- Officer
of approximately three Candidates
dozen  cadets each i L L ey g at Fort
gathered to  celebrate  JROTC companies Alpha and Bravo both spiit into ther respected platoons Belvoir  “I
Veterans’  Day  and for Muster Formation and stand in silence for a half howr inspection. enjoyed
prepare for their Formal working with
Command  mspecton  on the squads dispersed amongst the Viemamese refugees. Being in

February 16. A Formal Command
aspection is an assessment every
three years by US. Army officials
that inspects each cadet m their
muster formation and c¢ntiques
their appearance and discipline.
The formation i then gven a
grade; the highest credit possible
is called “Homor Unit with
Distinction  Status” which has

the school to wisit fifteen West
Potomac Veterans.

The JROTC instructors are
obviously —military  veterans.
These mstructor have chosen to

_transfer their rmhw knowledge
o § ents. aftter their caries

Andrew Lang was in the Asmy
and achieved the rank of Fisst
Sergeant. He spent 24 years 1n the

Phytics and Chenistyy teacher
rades” by an aponymons pol.

Stephor Reqendes fistens o a reading of "In
“This year wat one of the better declications.” said Regender,

Memory of ngdmd Com-

a third world country makes you
appreciate the United States,” sad
Giovannuces. Special Education
Teacher Bristol Martin served
in the Vngmm Army National
Guard. History teacher  Bill
Rotican, oo PmafRseredabts - g
Bill Dobson, and ESOL teacher
Victor Mbodouma also served in

on
Joseph  Strauss
DDG-16.  He
spent four years
as a Gunnery
Officer.  Beyond
the traditional |
henefits of
learning discipline |
gnd organization
in the mulitary,
Rezendes  met
his wife and hived
n Hawai, “Tve S8
got stories but T =
like using them i

been achieved by this school the
past three judgments in 1996,
1999, and 2002

“I'here are people m this
buildmg that aren’t on holiday
that should be. We need to

honor them.” said Major Russell

Easter to the ecntire battalion
after their practice mnspecton.
JROTC mstructors Faster, Farst
‘Sergeant Dennis Tucker, and First
Sergeant Andrew Lang orgfmizc a
commemorative presentation to
each veteran teacher at this school

Army as Company First Sergeant,
Dall Sergeant, ~ Techmical
Avicnics Mechanic, Instructor,
and Communications Electronic
Maintenance Chief Lang jomed
the military because he did not
wish to college at the time and he

wanted to see the word. He gota

free education from the Army and
will henefit from retirement after
twenty years. Baster too was mn
the Army as a part of the Finance
Corps. His role was to “support
and serve” the Army with funds

every year with

my classes. If they got out Id |
have to make up new ones,” smd ;
Rezendes.
Geosystems and science
teacher Dan Alexander served in
the Masne Corps and last year
ceturaed from a tour in Irag, i
English teacher Robert Boyd also ¢
served in Marine Corps. Pulley ¢
Center instructor Julic Baxter |
served in Wordd War II and
Foreign Language teacher Brett
Simonson 15 also a veteran.

Friday, November 19, 2004



“Now He on the Sideliu

“If someone were to come up to me and call me ;

a punk or a ’skater, personally, I wouldn't care, “We met out of the blue, on the first day of “I don’t really like cliques. People make other “They're fu
bccaluse that sl;hat : d(:],lan,d |t;(sc;meorlx;;wﬁ:re£ school, It’s good to meet people out of the people feel bad because of cliques, and 1 don’t We go to s
la!)e R Srovp Jaxe $bat, fa AT e = blue.” like seeing other people get hurt.” someone els
with people who like different things than me or Freshman Beth Ellis - Bonily Macidi MR
dress diﬂ:erendy.“ : ‘ \ unlor miy ackln unor Uwer
Freshman Graham Jenkins : i

Until T1

students who have similar interests, such as theater or athletics.
others seem to have formed randomly, consisting of students
have diverse interests and pastimes, who just happen to getalong r
well. Whatever the reasons behind the formation of these grou
can be difficult for new students to find a particular social niche.
But arc the groups at this school really cliques, that is, are
exclusive? That depends upon who one asks. Certain students
that r.hques are not 50 much groups as Lhcy are ;ust Zn

“I don’t care if other people come to our table
as long as they're cool. As long as they're
people like us, with a sense of humor. Like
William Hung.”

Freshman Fartha Gupta

Would It bc too tmgpmn .,‘
sit with any group in the ¢
whispering and staring? As 3
of the mode of the perm
pcople doa doublc take.

Y(m sit down ten tables a
same liung “Hey Narassus,
Satan is that piece of Abere
doing over here?”

No, most ot us don't

e -

“You hang out with different ple at

different times.”
Freshman Daniel Deheza

ends “1 like being with my UOUPbECBUSc some

never grow old!” people don’t like ill pi 3 ; ' oesn
; you, and they will pick on ere are a lot of cliques wi S d
: : % t ca
3z:|tors ,Ah.’;\.d;:rsclm Munoz, Nair Deheza, Ana you. drama. You have your own friends, but it’s not S0 exclusive tlllr:
ura, Michelle Gonzalez Freshman Cameron Krizek people are not nice to others.” Seniors CCAN (Caroline Cassidy

Carson Dougherty, Ali Underwood, and Neely Edwards)



Starin’ at My Clique!”

-- J-Kwon

shtime, we sit together. “A lot of people feel like they’re better than

“My friends usualy mish and mash. They get

hduse all day, but if another group because of what they wear, and aliise for the mostoart. thoosh.” e : )
me they could.” they call all the other people nerds and geeks.” Junifr Becoi Tinke;: ; e 4 th‘mk s haveha Iot'r’n s fotuits it
Freshman Amanda Willis gou_re '::o‘ muz: L?:'
enior Caro as

Drama Comes

t girl?” we sniff. “She's'a part of tbm' group. There’s no way over something as stupid as a shirt, but in re
yuldli ever talk to her” understand why my friends would-have had i
wtigroups of fricnds even go so far as to give themselves names,  felt left out. This an example of how an ina ogent
sayms formed from the group members’ initials, We've “clique thing” "
ing from “CCANT J” to "BLAKJACK." Someu'mes che So where can we draw the line between a “group of friends” and
a “clique?” There is not eeally a specific “clique” litmus test that
determines a group’s status. I think we can safely say, however, that
 cliques differ from mere friends in that they make others feel excluded.
Cliques are also associated with gossip, which is something that almost
everybody is guilty of. :
¢ %i Because most “clique™ activity usually stares out 28 ;ust fun between

ess 1 can
hurt and
scen as a

“Everybody on myspace.com is fnends
Freshman Genevieve Watson

HOWCVU. cxpencncc has mught me tha
sed with only fun in mind, they can’
ﬁghts This docsﬁm ;thzt i [oqgtﬁ, tm

ds, without any intention of being mean, there doesn’t seem to
a lot that we can do about this situation. It doesn’t help when our
eers gret angry over things that were done or said with g
é;;uhca However, hardly an smdents can argue that they@ ot
“gliques are a limiting, ommpresentpmof our school. If we all (a ain,
yself included) made ahtﬂcbxtmotceﬁfortmbemmreanut
ings, then maybe our soch! scene would be a lot more wlenblefm‘

100 of :

eudtmmtrobccxdnswz.sb y
be ere at the ome when we decided to mal
en if they weren't close with all of the gn:ls

e ung confrontations were ugly: and com

“Cliques and gangs are Terent things."

‘ ' ‘ : k About Cl_gues Junior Chris Jones
tomncé most uswcy ‘ ; “Wh ‘ w&& groups |

lines: race or efhnfc‘ﬁy’ 1t class, athle and who is trying to get into an lvy League school or
athlete, social status, ete, Now, when I look at- my. eamnan academic of athletic scholarship. Sometimes
Senior students, | see groups of kids who are very these qroups cross over, but it seems pretty obvious to
different in terms of heliefs, money, and rce, but have everyone else where people stand 3s far a5 their morals

th m@es because of mutual interests” and likes/distikes. 1t seems like teenagers and young
E—lr-?bﬁfd Efl.lis adults want to find a sense of self. They:need some.
: B sense of where they *belong” even if their idea of a

*No, they [the other groups] don t hkc us. They
have preconceived ideas of us They call us
‘mean girls’ and ‘the plastics.™

y qur:s Phy an important rolein Freshmen Natalie Ford and Avery McMahon

rt of the maturmg in hlgh schtz&l

$i group is “not

-‘Ms Kni

but often isal3
picking on fhcm )

—Mrs. Mek

“Some students
wonderful people
group” The good ness AREE
better by their senioryear, n-
| understand the need w%daqg ming the teenage think a
years, and having a group < w0 “belong to canff'ee] would

el o7 % o
he nsw:, i: comforting, but ft can be iselting: “when it prevents’ It
wordds” | you from gett E ng to know é‘(:hms whi

come —MI‘S

al peer support, especially in their calier
lt seems to me that cllques are-and have
# of the high school experience. To
to control or aboltsh them

Sustion Murphy

gravitate to those wnth
v of interest.”

7

becn KW

= “Cliques are a form of social comfort. They
= At L : i are formed by interest groups with similar
' ! . I ' 8 IS ideologies.”

| 7 Junior Knistina Dahmann

“I"'m friends with a lot of the different groups

. = 23 you see around the school. [ don’t know how 322 e . Nivsterio and
“There are so many of them [cliques], it’s they would act if some of them hung out with We give them mean nic ames: My
ridiculous.” the group | normally hang out with, though.” Mothera. They can sit at the end of the table.”

Senior David Hanson Junior Sarah Meirchanl Freshman Brad Huber




jason Yaworske

Wire Reporter

Sports fans at West Potomac
have likely noticed something has
been missing over the last month,

~ and that something is National
g . _ . Hockey League (NHL). With the
Points SCOTCd ~ season suspended because of a

, . : lockout, many are outraged at what
agaln Stthe va-r" 18 cxpcct::i&[:r: be at least a full year
sity football team

without professional hockey. “It’s
ceally a shame, 1 miss watching
through the entire
season.

professional hockey. T hope they
(the owners and players) sort
things out a3 quickly as possible.”
' says senior Kesha Shalaginov

The NHLs collective bargaining
agreement between the NHL
Players Association (NHLPA}
and the team owners expired
on September 15% of this year
All sports organizations need
collective bargaining agreements
because they define the rights and
obligations of the playess, teams,
and the league. All this simply
means that there will be no hockey
untl an agreement is reached
between the two sides.

But why did this happen m the
first place? Unlike the National
Football League, the National
Basketball Association, and Major
l.eague Baseball, the NHL has not
enjoyed great success financially

i ¢ over the past decade. It seems
AHosL “i\.. “”ﬂf ﬂ‘( “% 35 though the players’ salaries are
B\ Deiat LS T e m&n S q fasrer rate thano

S deeper and decper into 4 financial

hole. In fact, players’ salades have
mcreased 240°% in the last nine

years, compared to the mcrease
in revenue, which has only been
160%. This is probably a result
of more competlive OWRNErs,

who have heen willing to pay their
playérs whatever it takes to get

might be dragged out for a very
long tme. The owners waat a
salary cap put on the league to limit
the amount of mioney an owner
can use towards player salades.
Namrally, the players are agamst

——
o

okt : b e :
onty the iz after the Ketth Primeau scores his 1hs

v goai of the game duritig Guame

5 of the Eastern Conference final agasust the Toronto Maple Leaf. Unfortinately the
exthusiasm e at the arena was ol followed by good TV ratings. They only managed a

1.1 Nielson rating.

them o play for their team.

The Wall Street Journal claims
that more than twenty out of the
league’s thirty teams experienced
losses dunng the 2003-2004
NHL season. But the NHLPA is
claiming that these numbers are
misleading  While NHL teams
are required to report all of their
hockey-related profits, Goodenow
claims that many teams under-
report the amount of money they
in order to gain sympathy

this, as it will force their salanes to
go down m order to allow owners
to fit them under the salacy cap.

Another issue is revenue sharing
Both sides are interested in
implementing rules that would
help distribute revenue from the
teams making the most money to
the teams making the least money.

In an attempt to find the reason
for the NHL decline over the
past decade, many have pointed
out the expansion of the league
s e L

The owners and the players want
completely different things, and
this 1s why the negotiating process

current amount of teams, which
is 30. While the financial decline
of the Jeague has not been directly

linked to its expansion, critics point
out that they both began at about
the same tme, which they argue
cannot be comaidence.

On the fiip side of the argument,
however, Bettman feels that
contracting teams would be a
terrible thing to do 1o the fans, and
claims that contraction 15 not even
an opton. Washington Capital
fans need not worry about their
team being contracted, 48 mMost
of the candidates for contraction
come from the US Sunbelt, which
is home to the Carolina Hurncanes,
Atlanta  Theashers,  Nashwlle
Predators and the Florida Panthers.
Interest in these teams 1s very low
because their location and climate
has not allowed for a foundation
of hockey fans to build up, and the
teams are struggling to establish a
steang fan base.

Noné of the detals matter to
hockey fans, which are just hopeful
that the NHL can get back and
running 4§ soon as possible  But
unlike the other sports stoppages
in recent memory (MLB stoke m
1994, and NBA lockout n 1998),
the NHL 15 in senous trouble. Tf
they cannot come to an agreement
that will sansfy both the owners
and the Players’ Assocation, we
may have seen ourlast NHL games
ever. NG business organization like
the NHL can function if they arc
consistently loosing money, and
no players union wants to take a

U 1992ty —the A Cut. Somewhere an agreement

needs to be reached. but unti then
there will be no more National
League Hockey in North Amenca.

50

Years since the
Kansas Jayhawks

1 0 The Wire

Alex Keckeisen

Sports Editor

Athletes are role models for many people. The
question is: “In what way are they supposed to
set a precedent?”  Are they responsible for
setting good standaeds through their athletic
skills? Or are they supposed to be role models

' every aspect: socially, athlenically, and

professionally? This has been a controversial
issue theoughout all of sport’s history. It has

| recently become even more contentious with

mgs

Michael Pheips, seen here throwing out the fiest pitch at Camden

Jards, wou eight medals at the Olympics in Crescs aver the sum-

mer. He was racently arvested on 2 DUI charge and he made uu
apology the next day.

recent cases such as Kobe Bryant’s rape charges
and Michael Phelps® DUI charges.

Bryant’s felony charges were dismissed on
September 1. Bryant was apologetic and
remorseful about the entite situation. However,
for many children, their basketball idol was no
longer someone who they could look up to
anymore. Many believe that athletes, dlong with
celebiities and politicians, should be extremely
responsible and conscious of the fact that
hundreds of millions of people look up to them
as an example. Parents, especially, do not want
therr children to live their life according to a
celebnty who does not follow a hifestyle that
they agree with, :

Yet, there are hundreds of millions of
fans whao are forgiving and aware of the
fact that these athletes are human,  Senior
basketball player Lauren Arthur stated,
“Even though many people look up to
athletes as role models, its not far to
judge them by a higher standard: In Kobe
Bryant’s case, cveryone made a big deal
out of it when stuff like that happens all
the time. Athletes' problems are always
blown out of proportion because they have
s0 many people watching them, and that's
ndiculons.”

Swim idol, Michael Phelps, was pulled
over by a Salisbury, Maryland police officer
on the night of November 2, 2004, and

Lloyd Fox/ KRT

American Athletes Getting Into Trouble

was convicted for DUI charges,  After the
2004 Summer Olympics and Phelps’ record
eight medals, there are many young swimmers
looking up to him. Thursday night proved
that he was a human being just like all of his
fans. Phelps told US Today, “Getting mnto a car
after anything to drink 1s wrong. It’s dangerous
and unacceptable. Pm 19 and was taught that
no matter how old you are, vou should take
responsthility for your actions, which T will do.
'm sorry”” Now, the question is: Will this little
medent damiage Phelps' eatire careers Wil
aspiring swimmers and athletes be able to say
that Phelps is still their role model® Fis coach
believes that he deserves a second chance.
When interviewed by US Today, Phelps’ coach
Bob Bowman cleary stated. “Michael feels like
he’s let everyone down who supported hun,
and he has, clearly When you see Michael
swimming, he just seems superthuman. You
fot’get that he's 19 and he's just trying to grow
up.

Everyone needs to acknowledge the fact
that these superstar athletes are just as fawed
as anyone of us are. However, there are
many celeboties who use their status to their
advantage. They feel like they do not aeed to
pay for the actions and just use their money or
name a5 bobery to detangle them from their
penalties. Undeniably, that 1s crossing the line
and no one will respect that.
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Hoop It Up,

Alex Keckeisen
Sports Editor

First off, welcome back NBA season. It's
been a long few months since those rascals
of a team that call themselves the Pistons
somehow won the championship. A lot has
happened, buthas alot really changed? Kobe
is still in trouble in a crumbling empire, the
Western conference may not assert its power
over the Eastern conference like it has since
the downfall of the Bulls, and to top it all
off, the Wizards suck.

Possibly the best plot line of the
season will not include the Heat's
rise to power or the rivaley that ¢
may grow between the Spurss
and the T-Wolves by the ead
of the sesson, but the vocal
scuffles that take place over 3,000
miles between Kobe and
Shaquille O’Neal.
Just days
after bang
traded,
Shagqg
had
to

open
B8
mouth and
flame Kobe
abouthis personal

Keckees Katch

Getting it Done One Article at a Time

life. It's not like we didn’t see this coming,
but it was during a rape case brought against
Kobe. Then Kobe fired back, telling the

_police that Shaq had paid over one million

dollars in hush money to women he had
affairs with. Seriously, if I wanted a soap
opera I'd watch “Passions” on NBC (I love
that show). I just can’t wait till Christmas day.
I won't be near the Christmas tree opening
presents {although I really want that pony).
I will be right next to the TV watching
Kobe fight Shaq, elbows flying everywhere,
tempers flaring, and that one white guy who
thinks he can throw a few good punches,
Where's Don King when you need him?
Being traded to-the Heat didn’t just
intensify the nvaley between Kobe
and Shag; it also ntensified the
rivalry between the Fast and West,
as the former JV league m the East
finally makes the Varsity squad and
challenges the West. The Pistons
somehow won last year in an
astonishing seces HAnale
in the fifth game, but
don’t expect that
to happen again
unless the
other O'Neal
and the
Pacers
C a n
$tay

healthy.
In fact, a
number  of
analysts say
there is a possibility
that up to three teams
A with only 35 wins could
“\  make it to the playoffs in

the East.

The fact is most of the teams i the East
teams don't even try to compete. They get
the small guys who can pull the street ball
moves and not the tall guys who can put
the ball through the hoop and, in essence,
they just try to sell a few tickets. But now the
Wizards will have to pull a trick out of their
sleeves to sell tickets and this has brought a
very good offer to the table. Singles night.
Yes, singles night. This brought me an
interesting idea... I may be able to find a
date. Thousands if the promotional ad is
true. This could really be my bag break. Sure,
i1l be illegal if anything happens, but think
of the possibilities. I, Alex Keckeisen, may
have a date. Maybe [l get a few numbers to
add to my little black book.

Unfortunately, we must regress and actually
talk about the skill of the Wizards, or lack
thereof. It seems pitiful to me that the
Wizards staff is already talking about the
playoffs. Apparently Antwan Jamison
1s the answer 10 all our worries. They
hetter not get their hopes up too high.
1f you take a boef look mto the past,
Gilbert Arengs was supposed to be
our savior fast year, poor old Jerry
Stackhouse the year befoce that, and
Michael Jordan before that. The fact
alone that they can’t even make
it mto the plagoffs with Michael
Jordan puttng up 20 points a
night on mmimal shot attempts
is astounding, The Wizards have
tned to fill a void, with some
random player who miy not even fit
into the coachmg scheme, and then
seem so surptised when it ends up
not working,

And now after weeks of deliberation
with myself, | have deaided to crown the

SPORTS

Ship It Out, The NBA Is Back

-~

team that will undoubtedly take the NBA
crown. With all star names like Pramoz
Brezec and Tama Slay, the expansion
Charlotte Bobcats will not only scare their
opponents in the eastern conference, they
will beat them. Then they will take on the
L.A. Clippers in the finals which will come
down to a seventh game and a last gasp
buzzer beater by Jahidi White form half
court. I can dream, can't [P

The NBA just may be exciting this year,
but yow're going to have to go out west and
you're going to need to
wait untl  Aprl
Sorry to busst your
bubble, but the
NBA s heading
south like the NHL
is heading out.
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A Day in the Life of...
A Math Teacher Making His Mark

Rob Jones neighboring class are often astounded to see Dobson in the

middle of alecture, staking a dance pose to demonstrate one
of the finer points of an algebraic function. Some of his
best-known quirky dances include the “binomial boogie,” a
reminder to students

help 18 available after school hours wia Instant Messenger
or e-mail.

Dobson devotes his after-school time not only to extra
help, but also to student activities. He 1s the sponsor for the
Teenage Republicans, a politically-minded
about the procedure . club working for Republican campaigns on
e ioiyes s Ay person can use a piece of o T U IR

certain  type of plastnc to splt the answer at him. has been perhaps the most powerful

fanction, and a0 \What I’m trymg to teach is self- nfluence in my life,” says semor David

Wire Reporter
“Yes, you can have a calculator out, if you feel you need to
look at it for moral support.” This is just one of many catch-
phrases Mr. Bill Dobson’s students have come to appreciate
as par for the course. Dobson, a long-time calculus teacher
at our school, enjoys teaching math in an unconventional

Phato by Houston Murphy

Lonksme spwver wi geamretry vlasses syih dus pevaanal awd nlerackisy Jealing fachi,

['nlike mahy of the math teachers here, he refuses
"“Any person can

fashion
to allow calculator use on most of his tests.
use a piece of plastic to spit the answer at him. What I'm
tryng to teach is selfsufficency in mathematics.”

A typecal day for Dobson begins with his arrival at school
at approximately 6:15 am. He then prepares for a busy
day of teaching His schedule consists of two AB Calculus
classes followed by a Geometry class on A-Days and a video-
taught multivariable Calculus class followed by two blocks
of Geometry on B-Days.

Students in computer science teacher Margaret Cross’

aerobic routine Hanson, a member of the club, who also
reviewing e sufficiency in mathematics.” had Dobson for Precalculus last year.
shapes of function ~Bill Dobson  After the school day ends, Dobson drives
graphs. to his home n Loudon
At lunchtime, Dobson often helps out with students  County, where he likes to sit and

from vanous math classes. He often has students come to
his class for extra help or to make up tests or quizzes they

have missed. Itisa rare thing to see Dobson without a line
of students at his desk for help with difficalt concepts.
Dobson’s teaching methods have made a lasting
impression on his students. Many remember the hopefully
numerous anecdotes and classroom antics he often uses m v

to demonstrate his points.
Dobson’s

“Taking Mr

clags

wias 4
very religious
experence for me,” says sesor Chos Dell Thas
i$- truer than many stadents may realize. Dobson remands
students to honor a constantly growing list of Mathematic
Commandments, mcluding such gems as “Honor Thyne
Asymptotes,” “Check Thy [Calculator] Mode,” and of
course, “‘Read the Problem.”

In addition to his inspirational classtoom instruction,
Dobson also makes an effort to be available to his students
for independent help. He can almost always be found after
school offening extra help to motivated students, and his

WmR:porter
JENGA ON! Watch out West
Potomac, 8 new club has hit the
school. Jenga Club: a gathering of
all the Jenga addicts in one room,
consulting each other on their
different techniques.

“Paul and I were slammin’ some
blocks when genmius struck us bke
a ten-ton truck,” said Jenga Master
senior Drew Macklin, “The mystery
of Jenga had been revealed to us,
and we realized we needed to share it
with everyone. All of a sudden, we
knew West Potomac needed a Jenga
Club.” And so Jenga Club was born.

Jenga is a game consisting of 54
wooden blocks. The game calls for
a steady hand, elementary structural
knowledge, and a little bit of luck.
The rules of Jenga are simple:
remove the block, stack it on the
tower, but don’t let 1t fall. The only
caution from this game is this: it may
be addictive. The combination of

the constitution. Those
interested must recognize
Jenga is not just a game as
many may perceive, but it
is troly an @’ said Jenga
Master Stuart.

must embrace Jenga as a

confinements of society.
From the trunks of cars,

Jenga.
A typical meeting starts
out with announcements,

Among the list of Jenga Masters
are Macklin, Cambon, and their
friends seniors Stuart Trouton
and Kevin Ebberts. In order to

opponent by domg the

relax throughout the
teacher, I am unsually
end of the day.” says
favonte thing to do in
to spend time with my

become a Jenga Master, one must
earmn points by attending meetings
or winning tournaments. There are
different levels you must climb to
get to the coveted level of Mastery.
In total, there are eight levels, from
Jenga Pupil to Jenga Master. “All
prospective Jenga Masters must

Founded on September 10, 2004 be held to the highest i,
in senior Paul Cambon’s bving room,  standards of sportsmanship
Jenga Club came from modest roots.

and mtegnty set for by -

A true Jenga. Master \

whole, and step out of the

to the street cormers of =

Northwest D.C., Jenga has * -
stepped out of the closet -
into the odyssey of Street - *

applying intellectual thought and the  followed by pre- -
adrenaline pumping in your blood competition stretches. |
makes the game a drug to many, After  several  deep Y
and the club shows that our school breaths, it's JENGA ONI!
fosters its own Jenga junkies. For sportsmanlike

conduct,
the members must honor your

“Jenga Clap,” followed by the “Jenga
Bow” Each game starts out lhike

cvening.  “As a
very tired at the
Dobson.  “My
the evenings is
wife, who 15 and
always  will be
best foend.”

New Club Stacks Up

any other game of Jenga, but soon
the skilled step in with their special
moves. Seniors Dustin Smith and
Nick Jachowski have perfected the
‘flick” The ‘flick’ is speed Jenga. It
is a move only for the ones who are
willing to risk everything to get that
one block from out of the tower
: 1f by some stroke of bad
luck, the tower does
fall, all members
must yell “JENGAT
to alert those a tower
has fallen.
5 As Jenga Master Paul
3 says, “Jenga Clubis a
5 microcosm of post-
u modern pscudo-
T industrial  society”
'§ If you wish to jein,
£ come to a meeting

' i

|-

P L A

The next
meeting will take
place on Tuesday,
November 23* and will
conunue to be every
other Tuesday for the

rest of the year. Be sure to
bring your Jenga set and your $8
dues to the meeting: It is guaranteed
to be a good time!

special
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Know When to Fold ‘Em”

jason Yaworske
Wire Reporter

This year’s biggest craze isa’t a yellow
bracelet. It’s not some ticklish Sesame Street
doll. Its poker; and it’s everywhere.

More specifically, it’s ‘Texas Hold’em, a
particular type of poker. Ever since major
actworks including ESPN and the Travel
Channel began broadcasting Texas Hold'em
tournaments, more and more people have
picked up the game. The reason 1s simple.
Everybody can play it and you don't have
to be an athlete or evea be yery smart
to be good at the game. “T doubled
my moncy the first time I ever
played, and have been hooked
on the game ever since. It
juse so much fun and the -
competition is $0 inteasc
it can make any night
fun and interesting,” ~

70

colleges are embracing it. For example,
Florida State University is onc of many
colleges that have endorsed campus Texas
Hold’em tournaments as part of their
recreational offerings to their students.
However, not everybody loves poker
Many adults are concerned that gambling at
such a young age could lead to addictions.
Gambling addictions are scrious problems
that affect up to four percent of adults in
the United States, a number that gambling
help-agencies fear could grow tremendously
__becausc of the current poker cpidemic.
But 2 $10 game of poker can
~ last an cntire night. So
‘(./’ 5 what’s the worst
X that  could

S
aa

says former 4 ' ‘
West Potomac ¢aa s ‘
student Jay e '

Magill, \ : o
A large part of Texas . : . ,;‘\c‘-‘"
Hold’em’s appeal is thar anybody : o ‘m\ﬁ“" The
can be the best poker player at the ‘ ] =P et lo;es

P y - Narh 4 F 3 ao® y
table at any given night. This idea has V F o Bix: $10 swhich is

been proven by the last two winners of
Vegas' World Series of Poker, both first time
World Series players with minimal poker
playing expcoence.

High school and college students are
constantly scarching for ways to overcome
boredom. Poker presents a safer and
healthier option than other recreational
pastimes. For this reason the outcry agaiast
tecnage gambling has been mild thus. far,
Some parents even embrace their kids' love
for poker in hopes that it will kecp them
out of trouble. “I actually like the fact that
my son plays poker; it keeps him out of
trouble,” says Mrs. Pat Dewey, mother of
senior Patrick Dewey, an avid poker player.
“After all, there’s much worse things that he
could be doing with his time than losing 2
few bucks on a poker game!”

Texas Hold'em is so typical in college
campuses around the nation that many

the cost of a movie
ticket. Another concern is
the possible conflicts that could potentially
crupt in an unsupervised game of poker.
Although it’s truc nobody likes losing moncy,
very few players take the game personally,
and know it is not something losing friends
over. So while it’s true that not everybody
can “konow when to fold'em,” many teeas
belicve the risks of the game ate not very
high.
Poker playing is no longer limited

A Royal Flush

somebody’s basement with a few fricnds.

Anybody can go online and spead hours
playing poker against reallife opponents
from across the nation. “Sometimes,
when I'm real bored, I'll go online and
play a few hands of poker, its a lot of

fun and makes the time fly” says scnior
Teddy Rynn. “Plus, it makes you a better

player so you win when you're playing |
for real moncy” — Websites like §
UlimateBet.com, GGPokerStars.com, HAEEEE
and PokerRoom.com are three of
many sites that offer a variety of §
options. It can be very addicting for
some to try and play online cveryday,
as most sites keep track of your total
earnings, and it can be fun to build up
your chips over a long period of time.
With the holiday season approaching,
stores are hoping they too can capitalize
on the current craze. Remailers are
speculating poker related items will §
be hot sellers this year. People have
always been able to purchase a $3 §
dollar deck of cards almost anywhere, |
but with kids trying to emulate what
they see on TV, stores are beginning 1§
to include casino-guality poker chips &
that range from anywhere between $50
and $200. These are quickly becoming
must-have itemns even for the casual poker
player.

The World Serics of Poker, televised on
ESPN, is the most popular of the relevised
poker tournaments, The World Series is
played in an climination-style formar, In
which the last  player
remaining is declared
SR
winner,
This year,
2,546

was Greg “Fossil Man” Raymer, whos
previous poker playing experience had bee
mostly limited to online play  Tronical
le had won his seat at the World Series o
Poker through an online tournament b
won. The buy-in for the online tournamer
was only $40, and the payout for winning th
World Seties of Poker sas §5 million. Not
bad investment by any means.

The World Series of Poker mac
its official debut back in 1970, an
has been growing ever since. Or
possible reason for this interest is th
two of America’s most popular type
of programming are Spof
B and reality TV. Televise
hpoker is a  wonderf
combination of the tv
genres. The poker craze
undeniable, and is not gois
anywhere soon

pok 33 players went to
Vegas to try their luck at this
tournament. The winner

_ Movig: Malan i%1he Bq.zsl rocent Blancl mﬁw&mﬁolmlg dogs it have gneal humor.'f{rrovid;zd :Bg &ddig Murphy, bul
 {f Sheng, Mulsn's love inlerest, was e rval peraon.. all [ have fo sag ia wish | lived In Chinal s hgnot & eatie?

has st ropieal

21, with tenka full of exotie fish end bt.al.n interior deeorsted ﬁ}bmbawgg-
el "letd” jus by walk m(hgw:loorﬂmlr;oodand atmospherg is warm and it iz Tikg :
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One Incredible Movie

Kade Staples
Feafures Editor

Pixar has again outdone itself with Brad Bird's new family
comedy The Incredibles, which falls only behind last yeac's Finding
Nezzo 1n entertainment and animation quakity.

[ix-superhero, Bob Parr, aka Mr. Incredible, with the power
of extreme strength, has settled down and married fellow
super heroine Helen, formerdy Hlastgil. Bob
works 83 an insurance claims assistant in a
tiny cubicle pnder the eagle eye of his
pushy boss, but knows that Helea has
worked too hard to conceal their family’s
wdentity for hmm o follow his dream
£ reliving the “glory days” and once
agam becoming the world’s superhero.
He balances his less-than-mediocre job with

4

Bob jumps at the chance when § mysterious stranger, a.super
heroine whose abas 15 Mirage, offers him a job s a crusader to
destroy a robot-project-gone-wrong on dn uninhabited istand
Dawning a new “super suit” and telling his wife, who still
doesn’t know: that Bob has been laid off. that he 1s on a busmess

trip attending a conference, Mr. Incredible 1s lown to the
island to disarm the psycho robot. Tt s only after
he arrives and destroys the automaton that
Mz Incredible realizes that the robot
scenario  was & setup by his former

“biggest fan™ but now archenemy,

Buddy Pine, aka Syndrome, to kill

him.

While searching though Bob’s
office, Helen discovers that his old
super suit has been npped but now

fighting for sanity amidst his childeen; Violet, who Photo illustration by Karie Smples  neatly mended, a job Bob could definitely

has the ability to make herself nvisible and create force fields,
and younger hrother Dashiell *Dash”, with the power to outrun
any of our fastest track runners.

o |

S amnns

The Ineredibles, Mr. Incredible, Elastigird, Violet and
Dash, are one incredible famity.

not pull off Helen knows it could only be the work of petite
but sassy designer Edna E. Mode, whose voice is played by
director Brad Bird. “T love Edna, I wish [ had my own,” said
sophomore Cat Brokaw, who adored the movie. Dunng one
of my favorite scenes, Edna shows Helen a-complete new hne
of super swits for her family, including even one for the infant,
who seesee not to have a supér power. But, Helen wondess why
Edna would make suits again if the superheroes were reficed.
‘Then, she realizes that Bob had become his ahas and learns
that he is working on a mission on Syndrome’s island. While
nsking having to revesl their powess, the Inceedibles fly to Me
[ncredible’s rescue.

Owerall, this is a very entertaining movie and wirth your time
and money. Actors like Criag T. Nelson (Mr. Incredible), Holly
Hunter (Elastigir]), and Samuel 1. Jackson (another supechero),
did a great job at portraying their characters. If you enjoyed
Mongters Inc, and Finding Nemo, you will love The Incredibles.
Between its humor and skillful animation, this movie 1§ sure
to delight all ages, even if you think you are too mature for
children’s movie.

The Truth About This Book

Adele Hampton

Asst Business Manager

How long is forever? Itcan either be as
long as a lifetime, or as long as a moment
one never wants to forget. Sarah Dessen's
new book, The Truth About Forever, tells a
story about letting go and living your life,
This book made me go from laughing
hysterically to flat out bawling It's the
type of book that no matter who you
are, you'll be able to find something you
can relate to. Each one of the characters
adds to the story making it a fun, and
sometimes exhausting book to read.

Dessen cteates these worlds
that are so life-like the reader
can’t help but feel like the
characters and their stories
are real.

Macy has along summer in frontof her.
Her perfect boyfnend Jason is going off
to “Brain Camp™ and leaving her with the
exciting job of working the information
desk at the library. So now she’s doomed
to have an ultmately boting summer,
complete with no boyfriend, a completely
mind-numbing job, Iots of studying, and
time spent with her mother mourning the
painful logs of her father

But then some unexpected things
bappen. A catering company called
Wish brings a chaotic and fun loving

crew into Macy’s life and teaches her the
meaning of living your life to the fullest.
Her older sister s rencvating their dad’s
beach house, which awakens memornies
and feeling that have been forgotten:
Macy’s relationship with her mother was
always just on the surface. Her mother
had all of these expectations and Macy
always exceeded those expectations.
As the book progresses Macy realizes
that keeping everything inside and
things with her mothér only on the
surface was actually hurting the bond
between them.

And then there’s Wes. Wes is a guy
with a history who Macy meets when |
she becomes a part of Wish Catering,
He's the type of guy who can turn any
gil’s world vpside down, but at the
same time 15 modest and coulda’t care
less about what girls thought of him.
Through a simple game of “Truth’,
Macy and Wes' relationship grows
and as Macy begins to live her life, she
begins to question whether it’s worth
it to let go of cyerything and become
herself,

This 13 Dessen’s sixth novel Some

The Truth About Forever, wytien by Saral

are developed and perfect. The reader
can always relate to the book in some
way. Dessen creates these worlds that are
s0 life-like the reader can'’t help but feel
like the characters and their stones are
real, At the end of each book, the reader

of her previous novels are This Lullaby, Dessen, is one of Adele’s favonies.

a finalist for the Los Angeles Times
Book Prize. That Swummer and Sonscone
Li% You were brought together to make
How to Deal, a New York Times Best
seller, as well as a movie starang Mandy
Moore.

Her novels are about love and self-
discovery. The characters she creates

get a sense of wellbeing and a better
understanding of what it means to love.

If you enjoy reading love stories, or if
you enjoy a good chick flick, then you
will without doubt love The Truth Abosr
Forever which is a story about love, self
discovery, and letting go.

1 47w

Friday, November 19, 2004



Converting to J.E.W.daism

Marissa D’Orazio
Focus Editor

Jimmy Eat Wosld (JEW) is not merely a
band. Rather, they are a group of pamters,
with instruments and lyrics as their aesthetic
medmm.

I realized this upon hearng a track off
their old CD, Bied America, entitied “My

Sundown” This song -
was no jumble of
syllables and sound,

instead, -it captured the | :
hues of a dark pink and
orange suaset and the
smell of lesves buming
in my brain.

Their new album,
Futures, 15 nQ exception.
Hach song not only
captures something, but
captures it in the form of
a painting for your ears to
interpret. If I were blind,
listening to Jimmy Eat
World would be my top jfo-ccr D’
to the art museum.

razio looks % a fow lyrics
while fistening fo Futures.

be something taken m by your senses; you
had to leave knowledge and feelings out
of it. Instead, the reader could infer what
you were thinking and feeling by what your
senses were taking in. This song could have
gotten an “A” on that assignment.

“The World You Love” can take you
anywhere— but in my mind, its on a college
campus, full of new
and old friends living
together for the first
fime. It's all about new
additions to your lfe,
and slowly moving
on from past times—"
Windows apen and close/
that’s just how it goes”
This song 15 possibly
the most upbeat one on
the album, but doesn’t
dewviate  from  the
sadly profound tone.
Many of the lyncs are
things to be said while
your head is shaking
with regret, but your

Photo by Bvan Dobbs

“Night Drive” is
panted on an all black canvas. The only
visible parts of the pictuse are illuminated
by bluish streetlights and the lights of a
dashboand inside an old rusty car. It poses
the all too familiac phrase, "Now’ the right
time, for a good song/ Get someshing 1 say what
T can’t.” The entire thing reminds me of this
sensual description thing called a “Slice of
Life” that my AP Literature teacher once
made me do. Everything you weote had to

shoulders  shrugging,
declaring, “Oh well. What can you do about
12"

In “Polaris,” like many Jimmy Eat World
songs, it is hard to put your finger on what
the band is singing about. Their general way
of discussing things makes you wonder what
provoked their feelings. “They say that love goes
anywhere/ in your darkest tine 35 just enowgh @
fenow it’s thers, " The background music mixed
with the lyrics provides the histener with an

image of a beautiful light making its way
through the darkness. T always imagiac the
Aurora Borealis when hearing this song
In the song “Work,” the singer proves that
he doesn’t always let
people in on what he 1s
thinking, “The things we
think neght be the samef
Bur T won't fight for more/
Ir’s just wot mee 1o wear
on my sleevef Count on
that for surs " He is not
an open book to be
read, rather, quiet and
mysterious. The things
he says have meaning
that the listenér must
read into.
“Drugs or Me”
presents the difficulty
to get through to an Manissa D'Orazo

takes the mame of the band literally.

not mean that it is good. But “23,” which
is all of seven minutes and twenty-four
seconds, has a purpose to each second.
Upon listening to this song, a friend of mme

Photo lusteatson by Evan Dobbg

addict and the effect
drugs has on a relationship. “f only you conld
see/ The stranger wext to mef You promise, You
promise that you're dons/ But I can't tell you from
the drugs.” While the singer seems firm the
person must decide between theie addiction
and him, he also sings about his dependence
on the person, making it seem lke, m a
way, this person is his drug The conflicting
feelings of the singer make this song very
powerful

“23”" the last track of the album, is one of
my favorites, and leaves the listener with an
excellent summary of what they should take
away from the album. No offense Coheed
fans, but just because & song is long, it does

I Wish I Never Saw It

Houston Murphy

told me, “You know, that song feels like 1t's
only two minutes long” It discusses past
mistakes and regrets, but not in a way that
really clues the listener to what happened to
the singer, and instead leaving it up in the au
for interpretation. “Amazing still it seems/ 11
be 23/ T won't always love what Il wever bave/ |
won't always ve in my regress.”

The contemplative attitude of Futsures i
reinstated in this song, and it sums up the
regretful but hopeful attitude (for the future
the listener should walk away from their CL

player having

Photo Editor

“He doesn’t want us to saw through our chains! He wants
us to saw through our feet!”

Who says that, seriously? This 1s just one of the many
smug comments that the arrogant Dr. Lawrence Gordon
made throughout Saw. In each case, he acted as if he knew
exactly what the maniac serial killer who kidnapped him was
going to do way before it even happened. The overconfident
character of Dr. Gordon, played by Cary Elwes, was only
one of many cheesy things about this

Serial killer Jigsaw’s weapon of choice when kidling bis ictins.

movie. Each character in the movi¢ has a certam quality to
them that seems to annoyingly nag at you — at times I wanted
to applaud the fact that they were captured. All of their
cheesy ways of acting scared just made Saw laughable.

Saw, directed by James Wan, was a story about a serial killer
who tees to avoid getting the charge of murder by instead
finding ways for his captured victims to kill themselves. The
murderer, nicknamed “Jigsaw” gives people bizarre ways t0
stay alive, and he basically makes a game out of his whole
massacre of people who he thuks don't appreciate life.

Jigsaw must have a very ill imagination, because some

of the situations he puts his victims m are sickening One
of the most disgusting ways the maniac thinks of to kill a
helpless woman is to strap a reverse bear trap to her head
that is locked shut; the effect of this reverse bear trap would
be to rip the bottom of her jaw clear off of her head. The
only way she could avoid being paralyzed for life was to find
the key — which was inside of a
man lying in the same room as |
hers stomach. G
4 On the opposite end of [EE 8
%, these gruesome scenes (G5
%, was the attempt to add
%@0 a litile humor to the |
4. movie This was
%, what destroyed
%, the whole
%’24 story. s
% the movie
starts off, |
Dr Gordon and a young man '
named Adam are oddly trapped
in a strange dingy bathroom with
chains around their legs. As they
gan  their CONSCIOUSNESS and
notice each other, Dr. Gordon

Actor Cary Elwes at the premiere of Saw.

name is Pretty F***ing Confused, whats yours?” In a tim
when you are trapped in a ternfying situation with shaclkle
chaining your ankles to 4 rusty pipe in a dark, abandone
bathroom, do you think you would even have room in yol
thoughts for a sarcastic remark like that? Right when a scal
part is about to happen, one of the characters jost had |
put in their two cents with a ndiculous
comy joke, which made their attempt
act scared meaningless and quite pathet
The acting in this movie was one of i
worst pecformances I've ever seen.

On the other hand, some people thoug
the blend of humor and horror was gre:
Fabion Seaton, former West Potom
student said “Saw had the perfect mix «
unintentional comedy and real suspens
Now, whether that was sarcastic, | do:
know.

With all of the hype, along with ¢
comy mix of gruesomeness and hum
Saw 15 not even worth calling a seco
rate horror film.

Saw was so gruesome that it w
originally rated NC-17. The direct
decided to edit the film to get a re-rat

tess Syndication Entedainment/ KR

Exp

asks Adam “What's your name?”

of R, for its strong gnsly violence 4

Adam only replies with “What’s my name? Right now my language.
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Human or Robot?

Laura Lofgren
Wire Reporter

Char Prescott. I think she’s a robot. Instead of eatung
tood for energy, she has a battery pack that never
scems to run out. There’s just no way a human could
accomplish it all. The average senior feels pressured
having to write four or five college applications and

- s ,
g.;n.?' A

Sentor Char Prescott aciing like a robot in the awditorism.

Phato by Evan Dobbs

sending them in. Prescott has about thirteen college
applications, along with auditions for each. She is not
just an average senior. Along with being a robot, she’s
also a prodigy musician. She’s been working all her life
0 become an accomplished cellist, practicing three to
four hours a day, every day. “She’s the most talented
seudent 1 ever had, even though 1 couldn’t pronounce
her name,” said science teacher Mr. Rezendes.

S

Drew Macklin

Over the past couple of summers, she has artended
both Tanglewood and Meadowmount (high-caliber
music camps) in which she practiced her cello up
to eight hours a day. She has
performed in concerts and
competitions all over, including
the Kennedy Center. Now she is
working on dozens of pieces for
her live auditions, in which she
will travel to colleges like Curtis,
Juilliard, and Northwestern,
to become the next YoYo Ma.
“Char is an amazing musician,
She is so devoted that I predice
she will move to West Vigginia,
masry her cello and spend the
rest of her days sitting on her §8
porch, stroking Mr. Cello,” said
senior Amy Heilman,

But Prescott’s music talent
doesn’t stop there. Up until a
fewr months ago, Prescott was
almost just as accomplished in
the piano. However, she had to
quit so she could concentrate
solcly on the cello. And if that’s

S

Char Prescott ponders.a book.

small. And, she has managed to complete all of her
homework as well. A couple of APs is not good
enough for her, either. She has to take four, including
an upper level music theory class
outside of school.

No matter how stressed
out Prescott can get with her
25 hour a day workload, her
friends understand, and Prescortt
manages to keep her loud,
outgoing personality alive. “Char
is a very funny person. Somehow,
wheénever I'm around her, 1

T cannot stop laughing. She is so

bubbly and smart. She is never
afraid to laugh at herself which
makes ‘her an interesting person
and friend” said senior Ijcoma
Nwatu. She’s been known to
make cven the most voring
classes fun, giving pet nicknames
§ to the teachers, like “Glazy-Mc-
s Glazerson™ (Mr. Glaze) and “Mz.
Rezy” (Mr. Rezendes). Class is

never boring if Prescott is in it.
No matter how big of a

ot Laura Lofgren

not enough, she also has perfect
pitch, and is an amazing singer. She finally found the
time to join a chorus group this year, Soundsations,
and without any training or preparation, she managed
to make second place at Virginia Honors Choir.

All of this music would seemingly take away from
her school work, but she realizes that to get into 2
good music college, onc must have impeccable grades.
Somehow, amongst her hours upon hours of music
a night, Prescott comes into class having thoroughly
studied for every single test or quiz, no matter how

problem she has, or how stressed
out she is, her friend’s problems always come first. She
can make time out of her busy schedule to help out
a friend. Senior Nicole Andrade knows that, saying,
“Char is 2 person so full of life. No matter how she is
feeling, she will always be considerate of others. Her
passion for her music and school is amazing, I have
never met a greater person.”

Next time you see Prescott not being her loud,
sociable self, just flick her battery charger on, and she’ll
be working overtime once again.
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The Man; The Legend

Opinton Editor

1It’s a cold, windy night, and Stuart
Trouton is ecstatic. As a member of
the exclusive area Urban Endeavors
Club, he has just reached his Mecca. In
a setting more appropriate for Jameés
Madison than this reserved 18-year-old,

the world. However, in the switling
wind, the equally uncertain euphoria
surrounding him  will surely pale
when compared to the feelings he will
expericnce when he finally stands atop
the pinnacles of success that clearly line
the horizon of his future,

By all accounts, Troutan is catapulting

“He’s a mysterious fellow.
His beauty is only surpassed
by his elusiveness.”

~Senior Kevin Ebberts

on his way toward success. He is widely
considered a model student — he was
voted “Teachers’ Pet” by his fellow
seniors — but he hopes instead to be
remembered as “someone who has had
a positive impact on his community”
Particularly in the past two years, he
has demonstrated a willingness to take a
step beyond where other high-schoolers
would go in order to have an effect on
the wortld around him. As a junior last
year, he organized a display in the library

he stands on what feels like the top of -

that physically portrayed the amount of
paper waste the school consumed every
month. Thanks largely to his efforts
and that poignant demonstration of the
importance of a creative recycling and
the

conservation program,
school has taken strides to cut
down on the amount of paper
used by teachers each month.

This year, in the midst of
a heated Presidenual Election
which most students obseryed
passively from the outside,
Trouton stepped in  and
was the catalyst for a voter
registration drive here in the
school. He contacted the local
voting registrar, coordinated
with the administration, and

helped votng-age students gy urt Trouton devotes
ssal program.

make the most of their

respect for the scientific community and
a ready-made science fair experiment he
is happy to exploit this year.

Take a longer glance at Trouton,
and this ecntirc resume fades away.

'

mesch time to thir school’s audiov-

talented friends in shooting their own
onginal films. The short movies are
being created by the same team that
produced the Jenga commercial, and
though their budget is nonexistent,
their pool of actors is small,
and the daily grind of school
conspires against them, they
have the highest hopes for the
success of their endeavors.
Senior Kevin Ebberts, one of
his fellow student-directors, says
of Trouton, “Hc’s & mystedous
fellow: His beauty is surpassed
only by his clusiveness”” While
this statement is ambiguous at
best, it clearly demonstrates the
artistic sentiment present in the
four boys.

This winter, Trouton hopes
to apply to MIT, Columbia,

Photo by Houston Murphy

democratic eligibility.

Tty as he might, though, Trouton
will Jong be admired for his academic
prowess, especially in the fields of math
and science. He was an AP Calculus BC
student as a junior, and is now enrolled
in Multivariable Caleulus, a course taught
to a select number of students over the
TV. This past summer, he was awarded
a position in the NASA Mentorship
Governors School Program.  For
several weeks, he worked closely with
a Post-doctoral scientist at Langley
Research Center in Hampton, Virginia
on self-healing thermoplastics.  The
expericnce Jeft him with both a greater

Instead, the picture of Jenga Master
Stu inexorably fills one’s mind. Asa co-
founder of the Aedgling West Potomac
Jenga Club, Trouton’s face has become
recognizable because of the commercial
he helped make which rocketed Jenga
Club to fame. Though he will release
lightning bolts from his fingers if the
request is polite enough, he instcad
prefers to hide his Jenga taleats beneath
a calm, good-naturcd fagade.

Trouton is also a member of the
Key Club, National Honor Society, the
Debite Team, and the Swim Team. He
is currently engaged with three other

UVA, Viginia Tech, Harvey
Mudd, Duke, and possibly Prnceton.
Such challenging schools are nothing
to Trouton. He plans on majoring
in Engineering, and then following
whatever path is laid out before him.
These lofty goals shouldn’ be too much
for the student who prefers to describe
himself as “hard-working, honest, full
of integrity, moral, and a good kid”
Then he chuckles and says, “Well, 1
dont know about the hard-working
part.” Whatever his thoughts, his high
school record indicates he will do what
it takes to reach the top.
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