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Can our basketball team main-
tain its recent sucesses with
only two returning seniors? <+——

STEPHEN HOWELL
LayouT/NEwS EDITOR

The effects of the current recession,
including falling house prices, the

high cost of gas, and sharp increase in
foreclosure rates have produced a budget
deficit neating $60 million for Fairfax
County’s overall budget for Fiscal Year
2010. With housing prices set to fall an
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Economic Crisis Causes Huge County Budget Cuts

million. County officials have decided to
implement a futlough day on January 2
for all County employees, except those
in emetgency services. There will also
be a hiring freeze, a cancelladon of all
non-essential travel, a delay in purchase
of new vehicles, and a delay in building
projects. Closing the county’s public
libraties on Fridays was also thrown on
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Is Oliver Stone just released a
new movie about Bush’'s
presidency, but is it accurate? «—

estimated 12% duting the next fiscal year,
the approximate deficit is above $460

table to be debated.

Each County department has been

Focus

L s W en :
How is real high school
diffrent from the movies? <«

asked to identify 15% reductions, and
David Rohrer, the police chief in the
County, has already begun to eliminate
many of his department’s programs
including anti-gang operations, the police
language program, educations initiatives,
and DUI enforcements. Rohrer was to
prepare fot the possible layoff of about
280 officers. “All the things we have done
in the last 20 yeats are at risk,” Rohrer sad

See Budget, page 5
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Seniors Sarah Gerard (right) and Stephanie Mullet (left) read to preschoolers as part of the Teacher Cadets program =

at our school. See page 4 for full story.

Former Students Make
Homeless Documentary

STEPHEN HOWELL

LavouTt/NEWS EDITOR

For many graduating seniors, the thought
of seeing a past teacher over summer seems

- imposing, but not for Nancy Mantelli’s TV

Production students.

This past summer, Mantelli hired three of her
former students, including Nathan Baer from
our school, to produce a documentary about
homeless veterans in the nation’s capital.

“My friends thought it was cool T was working
on a movie and 1 think my parents wete glad 1
had a summer job,” Baer said of the reactions
he received. The idea to shoot a documentary
with former students came to Mantelli eatly last

spring, Mantelli wanted to find a way to work with *

her students, and homelessness was 2 topic of
interest to her and her frend, Alivia Tagliaferti,
who works for IronCutter Media, LLC.
“Beyond the Walls: Homeless Zone” is a documentary
about homeless war veterans in the Washington,
D.C. area. The documentary was be debuted at the
Woodrow Wilson Center fot Scholars on Monday,
November 3 at 6 p.m. The project started as both
a mix of Mantelli’s interest and a desite to work
with students. With funding from FannieMae
and private contributors, the third year teacher
was able hire three of her fotmer students;
Nathan Baer, from our school, Marcus Clarke,
from Hayfield, and Cory Jones, from Mount
See Documentary, page 4

Students Will Pay

MARTIYA ILYAS
EpIitor-IN-CHIEF

No AP exams?
With our county facing a nearly $500
million budget deficit for Fiscal Year 2010,
many things, including students paying for
AP exams, are on table for the School Board
to consider when making vital budget cuts
that have fat-reaching conscquences for
every student.

There is a great possibility of students
paying for their
AP exams in May
2010. “From the
discussion of the
challenges we face
in the county,” AP
Coordinator ~ Alex
Case said. “The read
I have is that [Fairfax
County| will not be
funding AP exams
in future years.”

The final decision
will be controversial,
because as Case said,
in order “get the 0.5
in future years GPA,
you would probably
have to take the AP
test.”

Fairfax County

for 2010 AP Tests

faced a similar budget problem in the
1990s, in which students had to pay for all
of their AP tests.

However, the funds for this yeat’s exams
are safe, according to Superintendent for
Instructional Services. “1 was also pleased
to hear from the Deputy Superintendent
that the funding for my AP Boot Camp is
safe for this coming year,” said Case.

An online program, known as the AP

See AP Tests, page 5
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AP Biology teacher Ed Chapman teaches his students.
To compensate for a budget shortfall, Fairfax County
has proposed students pay for their AP tests.
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Quizzes and tests and school bathrooms, oh my!

Our school is like a second home to many students,
who spend time before and aftet school in the building,
But when nature calls for students, they are faced with a
gruesome site — the school bathrooms.

Sute, it is only natural and students cannot be blamed
for doing their business, but the words ‘clean up’ seem
to confuse a few teenagers. Someone’s private business
should be either flushed down the toilet, or discarded
properly in a trash can, and everybody should know what
goes in the proper disposal.

Students are always encoutaged to express themselves,
but personal opinions need to be kept out of the
bathroom, petiod. The next case is graffiti. No one cares.
People are simply in the bathroom to get their business

done and be on their way, and that does not include
reading hateful messages. Writing gang signs, remarks
about other students, and random comments on the walls
is not only immatute, it is offensive.

People might get a good laugh out of them for a short
while, but in reality, they are cruel, as kindergarten-ish as
that sounds. Graffiti shows the maturity level of some
students, or lack there of. What a great impression it
makes on visitors and parents; the students at our school
cannot even get along with each other.

Smell is another huge problem that students deal
with when using the bathrooms. This cleatly cannot be
prevented, but there are ways to alleviate the pain the
smell of the bathrooms puts on our nostrils. All of the
bathrooms are not well ventilated, and even the ones

Opinions

It is Not That Much to Ask, People

that do have windows are normally never opened. One
solution to solve this problem is use air freshnets.

Supplies, supplies, supplies! Teachers are constantly
complaining about students not bringing the correct
writing utensils, or forgetting their book at home. The
same thing goes for student and the lack of supplies
in the bathrooms. Students often leave the bathrooms
frustrated, because the paper towel or toilet paper
dispensers are either jammed, or more often, empty.

The lack of consideration the janitorial staff and
students put into keeping the bathrooms clean is appalling
and something needs to be done. If you sprinkle when
you tinkle, please be neat and wipe your seat. It really
is not that much to ask to be sanitary in a professional
environment, like outr school.
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S The administration did not approve Powderpuff Day this year.
ATHLETICS

Cross country teams did well, as boys and gitls both advanced
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to regionals. Field Hockey team finished 9-7 and improved on
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Rawnts and Raves

Avrave for The Wire
receiving Trophy awatd for

2007-2008 school yeat!

last yeat’s record. Football team lost 4 games in a row after win-
ning first 5. Volleyball team won only 4 games.

CAFETERIA FOOD
Yuck, with exception of the Spicy Chicken Sandwhich.
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A RANTY for Socialist
economies.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Leaders of our schoool did a great job with Homecoming and
raising school spirit. Keep it up, President John Rice and crew:

CUSTODIANS

Custodians do a tetrific job of cleaning up, however thete is
always room for improvment.

WEPORT
The WePott is not on enough, but the FLEX videos are
quite entertaining, even if it took a long time to start.

A RANT for the
expensive $20 Z-Pizzas.

Avrave for the Miami
FINS.

A RANTY for the school

A rave for being
bathrooms.

25% done with the
school year.

A ®anNT for teachets who do
not prepare their students for
quarter tests.

A rave for excess
amounts of sugar.

B

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to the Edi-
tor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander or e-mail us at: laura.zitnik@fcps.edu.
All submissions become property of The Wire.

OVERALL SCHOOL GRADE
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PLATINUM: Jim & Gayle Alexander, Julia Ann Chavis, Ann Ebberts & Alan Evans, Tony Fab-
rizio, Diane & Stan Grace, Emily Griffin, Karen Hayes, John & Gina Howell, Barbara & Peter Ja-
cobs, Mark & Jennifer Jones, Kathy & Tom Lehner, Glenn & Theresa Smith, Ted & Karen Stone,
Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Lazenby Jr.

GOLD: Ronda Drucker, Mr. & Mrs. Brian Frydenlund, David & Becky Hebert, Marjy & Skip
Jones, The Kuhbach Family, The Micale-Fishel Family, The Pierre Family, Susan Rehe, Donna &
Frank Tse

SILVER: Peter & Maureen Adams, Jeff Butchko, Rene & Mary Belanger, Joe & Barbara Bradley,
Paul & Susan Cambon, The Carmichael Family, Cindy Carriker, Susan Carter, Mark & Anne Ma-
rie Coggins, The Collett Family, Jennifer Collum, Kenny Dahl & Celia FlorCruz, Lt. Gen. & Mors.
Joe Dunford, Julie Friederich, Joe & Paula Garrity, Lee Harrington, Jenn Hoffman, Diane Ho-
hman, Laura Howell, The Ilyas Family, The Jackson Family, The Kempson-Brooks Family, Rev.
Keary Kincannon, Elisabeth Lardner & Jim Klein, The Leveridge Family, Barbara Ligget, Donna
& Norman Linnell, Harrin Living, Tawanda Loney, Joe Mattis, Mable R. McLendon-Tokgoz, Al-
lison & Tom Niedbala, Deirdre & Steve Parker, Kay Parker, Lousie Pino, The Powell Family, Julia
Rice, The Royka-Theodore Family, G. Sid Smith, Jayne Somes-Schloesser & Lynn Se¢hloesser,
Steven Stebbins, Anne W. Stewart, Tania Voss Ryan, Julie Wilkinson Gallagher, Lois Williams,
Elizabeth Wilmot, Gerard Zitnik

BRONZE: Julie Al-Saadawi, David Anderson, Patricia Axelrod, Lucy Civitello, The Constables,
Leslie Edgar, Cheryl Ellsworth & Thomas Pardini, Eve Feinstein, Kathryn Gaddy, Charles & Glo-
ria Gee, Connie Gerow, Gayle Gilmore, Bill & Lorraine Gordon, Joseph Harder, Nancy Harder,
Beth Hershner, Bob & Amy Hurd, Erwin Jacobs, Grace Link, The Martins, The McCalmans, The
O’8ullivan Family, The Law Office of John K. Pike PLLC, Kenneth & Jeanette Powell, Dot & Phil
Smith, Caitlin Smith, Mike Smith, Cindi Tepper, Joan Weber
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Modern Fashion Takes it Over the Top

ASMA AHMAD

ONLINE EDITOR

Fashion changes from season to season, and trends are
usually not populat for longer than a few weeks. Howevet,
that does not mean high fashion has to be completely
erratic, unaffordable, and a waste of dme and money.

Though everyone has the right to express themselves
through their attire, when was the last time anyone strutted
down the sidewalk wearing feathery, metallic fabrics, with
awlkwardly fitting tops and ridiculously large high heels?

Let us look at the bigger picture. Unless the money that
is generated from $150,000 fashion runway shows is being
donated to charity, which is a rare occutrence, there is little
humanitarian influence in the fashion wotld and beyond.
According to an article in Skite Magazine in 2004, author
Josh Partner said, “Fledgling designers are lucky if they
can get sponsorship — perhaps

what we see on the runway is usually bawse contonr, a French
term meaning “high-sewing,” ot overly priced ready-to-
wear clothing,

Senior Brianne Wilson brought up the fact that “Fashion
helps historians understand a past society’s culture, but it
also makes people conform to the norms of the society by
categorizing anyone and everyone. For example, if a girl
wearts fish nets, she is considered 2 punk.” So what would a
historian from the year 2050 infer about our era? That we

were all incredibly balanced individuals who wore narrowly
hemmed dresses with fur hats and shirts made of unusual

materials? Regardless of what the historian would think,

the fashion industry of our time is not currently portraying-

out society’s culture truthfully.
Relative to our economy, the other problem that arises
is how retailers depend on impulsive buyers

from a liquor company or trade 66 When was the last time Wwho treat clothing like disposable Ziploc

organization — to help deflect
costs”” This superficial industry

anyone strutted down

bags in order to make the profits they need
to compete in the greater, global economy.

has completely transformed the
way women and models live
their lives, consideting “models
often work for clothes rather
than money, especially when the

the sidewalk weaﬂng This requires continuous buying and the

feathery, metallic fabrics,
with awkwardly fitting

complete negation of spending money
responsibly. The fashion industry needs to
promote smarter spending for the sake of
either helping humanity or our economy,

designers have small houses but

large  high

tops and ridiculously

which could use some serious help.
There is a distinct difference between

heels? 99

growing prestige.”

On some level, celebrity
obsessions and the exaggetated media is to blame. The
purple blazers everyone was swooning over this fall will
be history in four months. So, who really cares how the
proportion of a waistline emphasizes the cheek bone, or
how flat shoes make one look slouchy even though they
allow for faster and more comfortable walking? The point
is that the average Ametican does not have the time nor
money to keep up with the super high speed of lofty
fashion trends because

Interims Do Nothing But Make Matters Worse

MICHAELA ACCARDI
NEews EDITOR

As first quarter grades were just finalized, some students
temember seeing their interims with disappointment. For
some, interims are only sheets of paper (quickly thrown
away or lost), but for othets, an interim could determine
their lifestyle for the next four and a half weeks.

Many teachers agree that interims are a tool for students
to determine where they stand and can be used to measure
how strenuously they will need to wotk for the remainder
of the quarter. US History teacher, Salvatore Olivo said,
“In my experience... they
[interims] help wake up
students before  quarter =
grades” With this fact, I “EmphaSIS
do agree. However, if any onh interims
parent saw a D or IV on an
interim, they would not be should be
so confident in their child’s : : sy
ability to raise this to the decreased.. :
desired grade by the end of e
the quarter.

Seeing low grades on an
interim is not a confidence
hooster, even if these grades
can be easily changed. To some, interims seem so finite and
unchangeable, that their parents even freak out when they
receive them.

Obviously interims can not be removed from the school
system. Nevertheless, emphasis on interims should be
decreased. It would be wiser to inform parents of the
flexibility of grades on interims because by the time
interims are handed to students about a week after grades
have been entetred.

Junior Camthao Dang agreed that some of her grades
wete inaccurate. “I turned in a lot of stuff [schoolwork,
homework] afterwards,” she said. Dang also stated that she
would rather receive a greater amount of grade printouts
because they are more accurate and timely. “They [interims]
are just like grade print outs on official paper,” said Dang.
This quarter, Dang did not show her patents her intedm
because “I only show my parents if they’re good.”

decent, wearable clothing that follows recent
fashion trends, and clothing for the sake of making an
artistic statement. Seeing how fashion has transformed
from the presctibing what one should wear in the coming
seasons to an esoteric visual culture made only for those
who can afford to live a glamorous lifestyle, T believe that
measures should be taken to tty and include the greater
majority of people who do not fit in the category of tall,
size 2, physically flawless individuals.

aahmad@wpwire.com

Parent Diane Gleason said, “Interims ate just as vital
as final quarter grades because it should help the student
keep track of their grades and not get into a moment of
panic the last week of the quarter feeling that they have
lost the opportunity to make up work.” Like Gleason,
parents understand the use of interims but do not have
the same concept as students do,

Along with Dang, many students feel that parents do not
understand the insignificance of interims when locking at
the big picture. Quarter and final grades ate really the ones
that count. Even teachers tell students this, but parents
are the ones that do not
understand. Unfortunately,
parents are the same people

INTERIM ReEPORT:
that run the houschold.
Math a erl;n a(tlevet a parent mayi df.:em
En] a bad grade can result in a
Sei 818 h B bad situation for the student,
Snce D+ such as being grounded.
His tOI‘y O+ Dang said if she had shown

het parents her intetim, they
would have cared about her
grades.

When asked if he
thought that intetrims were
overemphasized, Olivo said, “Yes, they [interims] serve
as a good guide but they're not directly related to report
cards. I find that my grades go up after interims.”

Other students did not show their patents their interims.
Even if students told their patents that interims were not
a big deal and that they could wogk to improve their grade,
it would make litde difference to them. But if faculty or
teachers accurately explained interims to parents the same
exact way they do to students, their view may be different.

Interims are definitely needed to keep students in check

especially when they do not receive grade printouts on a
regular basis. However, parents should have an accurate
understanding of the purpose and significance of interims
resulting in the lessening of punishment for students.
Unless grades are horrendous, parents should understand
that a stern talk with their son or daughter about improving
their grades or secking help is sufficient.

maccardi@wpwire.com
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A doctor gives a patient the human papillomavirus,
more commonly known as HPV shot. One of the three
trials required to prevent cervical cancer.

HPV Vaccine
Causes Controversy

RACHEL MARTIN
REPORTER

Cancer is a scary thing,

It changes your entire life, makes living a struggle between you and the
illness. It always seems like it happens to someone else, but it teality, it
could happen to anyone. And there is a virus that can increase the chances
of getting it. ‘

This virus is the Human Papillomavirus, or HPV, which can cause cetvical
cancer in women. What makes this especially concerning is how common
this virus is. 20 million people are already infected with it, with 6.2 million
more being diagnosed every year.

Fortunately, there is a vaccine that can be given to gitls to help prevent four
of the most common types of papillomaviruses which cause cancer. This
vaccine, Guardasil, consists of three injections over six months. Colonel
Kugler M.D. of Dewitt Army Hospital recommends this vaccination for
girls between the ages of 11 and 12, and from ages 13 to 26 if they have
not yet received the vaccination. He recommends it for gitls of such a
young age because it is most effective when given before the recipient has
become sexually active, because they have not yet been exposed to HPV.

However, women who are already sexually active can sdll benefit from
having the vaccine. Itis important to remember that the vaccination helps
to prevent HPV that causes cervical cancet, not the cancer itself. While it
is effective in preventing the yviruses that most commonly cause cancer,
Colonel Kugler said that 30 percent of cervical cancers are not prevented
by the vaccine.

However, some people are opposed to the Human Papillomavirus
vaccination. They believe the best way to avoid HPV, as well as cervical
cancer, is abstinence until a committed, monogamous relationship. Thereis
also concern that it could encourage girls to be more sexually promiscuous
if they believe that they are safe from some of the most common
sexually transmitted diseases. Some are also critical of girls receiving the
vaccination at such a young age, arguing that it might encourage gitls to
become sexually active soonet.

Others argue that the side effects of the vaccine are oot yet fully
understood. As junior Laura Cunningham, who decided not to get the
vaccination, said, “T think it’s a bad idea because it’s so new. There could
be long term side effects that we don’t know about.”

According to the National Cancer Institute, the vaccine’s effectiveness
against cervical cancer makes it highly beneficial to women or girls who
wish to take it. Those who support the vaccine believe that any prevention
against cervical cancer is worthwhile. Junior Deisy Lopez is among them.
“T think that it is a good idea because any defense against ceryical cancer
is worth it. 'm sure it has been tested enough, anyway, since the FDA
approved it.”

Colonel Kugler believes that all young women should be informed of
and consider the vaccination, and urges all young women to get regular
screenings, or PAP smears, for cervical cancer.

Human Papillomavirus is a group of viruses that affect the skin and
mucosal surfaces of the body. The most important ones are the genital
vituses, which are spread by sexual contact. This vatiety can be harmless,
either only causing warts, or having no symptoms and even going away
without treatment. However, this is also the variety that causes cervical
cancer.

Cetvical cancer can be caught and treated early with regular screening, If
cervical cancer is detected while still in Stage 0, in which the cancer cells are
only in the first layer of tissue in the cervix, then the National Foundation
for Cancer Research states that the survival rate is 100 percent. However,
because it often shows no symptoms until its later stages, in which the
cancer has spread and the chances of survival have greatly decreased, it
is often only caught when it is too late. Colonel Kugler M.D. said that of
the 12,000 women who ate diagnosed with cervical cancer each year, 4,000
women die from it.

That’s one in every three women.

Students Cadets Gain Experience

RACHEL MARTIN

REPORTER

Senior Ellen Peterson’s voice filled the classroom as
she read aloud. The preschoolets’ eyes wete wide as
they took in every word, enraptured by her voice. As
Peterson realized they were listening, her voice grew
stronger. “At first, T was thinking; ‘T hope they’re
paying attention to me.” But when I realized they were
listening, I felt more confident, I really enjoyed it.”

Peterson is one of the teacher cadets at this school.
These students read aloud to several classes at
Plymouth Haven Preschool as a part of the National
Read Across America Program. This program is
designed to encourage reading in children. Laura
Bush also took patt in this program in October,
inviting children to come to the White House, whete
she read to them.

For the teacher cadets, it was a very rewarding
experience. These students take an elective to explore
the field of education. They learn about instructing in
a classroom, the responsibilities of beinga teacher, and
participate in an internship outside of the classtoom.
This was their first experience in front of a classroom,
and it has reinforced their
desire to be teachers. As
Sarah Gerard said, “I really
enjoyed it. It was a good
experience.”

The preschoolers
immensely enjoyed the
They listened
attentively as the teacher

occasion.

cadets read them Corduroy,
a classic book about the
adventutes of a stuffed
bear. “Theywere so excited;
it was adorable,” Petetson
continned.  “They were
all telling us about their
stuffed animals. When we
were reading, they were just
fixated on the book.” The
preschoolers were ecstatic
as the cadets passed out
bear stickers for them to

preschool director at Plymouth Preschool, who was
also thrilled to be a part of the program.

There will be other events that the teacher cadets will
take part in this year, in preparation of their careers
in education. The teacher cadets will go to several
other schools for opportunities to interact with other
students — reading to them, giving short lessons, and
acting as student-teachers.

The teacher cadet program at this school is very
important because of the major teacher shortage that
we will most likely be facing in the next few years.
According to the Department of Education, in the
next 10 years, there will be two million teaching
positions available, and only one million perspective
teachers studying. There are especiallybad shortages in
science, math, foreign language, and special education
positions. The teacher cadet program hopes to
help students interested in becoming teachers. Mrs.
Kathryn McCullohs urges all students interested in
finding out mote about taking the class to contact het.
She thinks very highly of the class; “I think this gives
potential education students a realistic view of the
field of education without investing college money.”

Photo by Erin Parker

Wedl Senior Stephanie Mullet reads to a group of preschool students as
This event was organized part of the Teacher Cadets program taught at our school by Mrs.

with the help of the Kathryn McCullohs.
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JEssicAa TAYLOR
REPORTER

Hollywood seems to be in love
with forcing the complications
of life into easy clichés, and high
school movies do not escape this
trend. The stereotypes ate always
the same; the jock, the princess, the
ctiminal, the basket case, and the
brain that first graced our screens in
that 80%s classic, The Breakfast Ciub.
Since then, they have seemed intent

on maintaining those themes. It is

true that these stereotypes can often

turn out to be over-the-top gross
exaggerations about high school
life, yet, if there is no truth to these
classifications, what gives them such
a powerful staying power?

Like it or not, these stereotypes

seem here to stay. There is no

denying that thete is some element
of truth to these clichés. Cliques
do exist in high schools across the
country, but they are not always
accurate.

BryYAN JAcOBS
SPORTS EDITOR

They are called many different
names: nerd, freak, or “noob,” but
in Hollywood movies and at our
school, they are the losets. Losers
in popular culture are usually
reptesented as a dotky looking
person with a caleculator in one hand
and a physics term papet in anothert,
and actually liked doing it. Junior
Nina Suggs said “The average loser
is really just a kid who is unfriendly
and anti-social; I really could care
less about them.,”

At out school, the “losers” are

people who only want to fit in, but
are not generally accepted. Maybe it
is their style of dress, attitude, ot just
basic human sociology that there
will always have an “odd—one-out”.
Most of these students ate labeled
because of the insecutity of other
kids, who find it necessary to make
these students fit the high school
role of a stereotypical loser.

The “popular kids” can have their
teigh of terror, drugs and alcohol
until the reality sinks in, that the
wotld is not a popularity contest
and the wotld is not 2 “Did you hear
that Kelly went to...” You can finish
the rest.




blum

EMILY GRIFFIN
ASSISTANT STYLE EDITOR

Remember the scene in
Mean Girls where Janis tells
Cady about the lunch tables?
Janis tells Cady about where
| each clique sits, including the
butnout clique.

Like our school, the movie,
Mean Girl has a clique known
as the burnouts. A burnout, by
definition, is a high school or
college student who does little

else than cut classes and smoke
weed. They usually have long,
straight hair and have acted
proclivity toward heavy metal
bands of the 70’ and 80’s. They
 can often be found in smoke-
filled bathtooms and makeshift

pu ks

‘basement bars, according to

wwnurbandictionary.corm.

The burnouts in a typical
Hollywood high school would
usually just hang around with
each other and remain anti-
social towards other cliques.
In real life or just at our school,
the burnouts do have their
own clique and they do have a
ptetty big one at that. Seniot
Chloe Lenel believes that
“truthfully I believe there are
many [burnouts at our school.
I have seen some peoples’ eye
and they’re bloodshot” There
are even a few burnouts that

will not talk to anyone around
them and mostly listen to their
iPods.

PETER COFFEY
REPORTER

TIDAE JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHER

Often times in Hollywood movies, an
overachiever is portrayed as the kid rushing
to get to class to be the first one there, or
as the kid whose hand shoots up quickly to
answer the teachet’s question. An overachiever
is perceived as the kid who would rather sit
home in front of his computer doing extra
credit, than hanging out with friends. As we
all know, directors of Hollywood films portray
high school life differenty in their movies —
sometimes exaggerating a bit too much than
what reality actually seems to be.

Overachicvers at our school are different
from those on the cinema screens. With a
corky smile, junior Isiah Manalo admitted to
being an overachiever, “Yes, I tty be.” With a
4.0 grade point average and a driven future to
be an engineer or a chemist, Manalo stated
if T were to bring home a C or below “My
parents [would be| disappointed, and
they would know I could do better.”

Senior twins Ben and Thom Hammond
are known to excel in their studies as
well on track, yet they do not consider
themselves overachievers. “l set high

S0cial scene Mag teally oe
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non-athletes” lunch money; this is
not true at out school either. Ask
junior Cole Coder if he has ever

When people see high school gotten his lunch money stolen
jocks in the movies, they are from a jock. He said, “Nol”
usually big, buff, wear their lettet Howevet, he did have a story
jackets, and are not book smart. about a time when he was waiting
But people who are actually in  in the snack line and a jock asked
high school know this is not true.  him for a dollar and he said no.
In Hollywood movies, the varsity  The jock just walked away forcing
cheerleaders are supposed to no violence towards Coder. Jocks
date the Varsity football players. in real high school ate completely
Jocks, according to Hollywood  different from jocks on T.V. and
and TV, are always stealing the in movies.
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standards for myself and strive to accomplish
my goals,” said Thom. Both brothers agree that
learning the material is far more important than
getting an A in any class. “To me getting an A
has never been as important as learning itself,”
said Ben. “While it is always nice to get good
grades, my attitude is that as long as 1 work hard
and do my best, then grades are secondary.”
According to Thom, if “I learn the concepts,
good grades will follow.” Both admit that they
have pulled the infamous all-nighters during
their sophomore yeat, which is why they only
take on a course load they can manage and still
get enough sleep.

In actuality, overachievers are not the geeks
that sit in front of a Calculus class or are
isolated during lunch. In fact, they lead
pretty normal lives with
all aspects covered
including academics.

Seniors Ben and Thom say they are not
overachievers however, they admit to working

hard. ) i Photo by Mari_ya Ilyas







A New Movie
That is Sweeter
Than Honey

GRACE POwWELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“Why didn’t you love me?” Lily Owens
(Dakota Fanning) whispers this, droping
to the ground in anguish. Honey oozes
from the door she threw glass jars 4t. This
is what the Secrez Life of Beer does, mixes
sweetness and sorrow all at once.

Women of all ages piled into the theatre
establishing the idea that the Secrer Life of
Bees is above all else a chick flick. The film
based on Susan Monk Kidd’s novel journeys
through the sad life of Lily Owens. Lily
carries immense pain from her past. When
she was four, het mother died. She lives with
her hard edged dad T-Ray (Paul Bettany)
and Rosaleen (Jennifer Hudson), theit feisty
African American maid.

Set in the racially tense 1960%, Lily and
Rosaleen are forced to tun after Rosaleen
challenges three white men. Lily takes both
her and Rosaleen to Tiburon, Alabama.
They soon find a “peptmo bismol” pink
house. Lily thinks the owner of the house,
August Boatwright, knows something about
her mother.

It is with the Boatwrights that Lily tries
to find more about her mother. Meanwhile,
she and Rosaleen enjoy a vacation from the
racial tension and T-Rays meanness. With
the Boatwrights, Lily discovers the magic
of honey. She helps August take care of her
honey bees. Ultimately Lily and Roasaleen
find a safe haven, a place that they can love
and be loved, a place they might dare call
home, if only for a little while.

The film adaptation of The Secret Life of
Bees preserves the novel in its classic form.
The old rusty town is clearly represented by

Reviewers Grade

Photo Courtesy of Mﬁ Handout
Fanning and Hudson shine in the new
movie, The Secret Life of Bees.

the grassy plains and country

shotsfrom
the movie. The passion evident in Kids” novel
is also apparent in the film. However, while
the novel has mature themes, they are not as
deeply rooted in the film. At times, the film
touches the surface of Lily’s rough life and
orips the audience. Other times the scenes
are generically optimistic. This is tricky. If
the film delved deeper into the racial tension,
it might have lost its youthfulness in the
process. However, while the plot might have
been watered down, the actors were not.
Dakota Fanning is an actress above her
time. Her emotional scenes are not only
heart wrenching, but believable. She catries
the audience with her emotion, leaving them
crying when she cries. Jennifer Hudson
portrays Rosaleen with soulfulness and
spunk. Howevet, Hudsons’ character is more
subdued in this film than in the novel. This
is disappointing because Rosaleen is such a
dynamic character in the novel and Hudson
has the potential to fully exhibit Rosaleens’
lively personality. The Boatwright sisters are,
the Boatwright sisters. Queen Latifah brings
royalty to August Boatwrights’ character.
She commands attention. Sophie Okenedo
embodies May with her kindness and deep
sortow. Alicia Keys understands June and

town

her no-nonsense personality.
The Secret Life of Bees is as captivating as its
title. A fiillm to enjoy for years to come.

Who really knows W?

GWEN FISHEL
Copry EDITOR

Who knew W, was so complex?

The new film W.(a common nickname),
written by Stanley Weiser and directed by
Oliver Stone, chronicles the life of current
president George W. Bush and thrusts him
into a light that is not usually seen by the
American public.

The movie begins with Bush (Josh Brolin)
standing in a ball park,
presumably around the time
that he was the owner of
the Texas Rangers. ‘Then,
an imaginary crowd cheets,
as he is announced as
the 43 President of the
United States. The movie
immediately shifts to 2002,
where Bush and his cabinet
discuss the possibility of
invading Iragq, Iran, and
other countries that possibly
could have weapons of
mass destruction in their

possession.
The film follows all the
major events of “Wks”

life, by switching between
scenes in the modern time,

which relate to his past Josh Brolin brillliantly takes on
the lead as George Bush in W.

experiences, giving viewers
some valuable insight into
his life. The flashbacks begin in college, as
he is being initiated into a fraternity. They
continue as he goes through many jobs,
from an oil worker to a position in the
National Guatd.

The audience also sees him crash cars
into garage doors and front lawns, while
under the influence of alcohol. However,
as these flashbacks get closer to present-

Reviewers Grade:
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day scenes, he begins to grow up — runhjng
for political office, marrying Lauta Welch
(Elizabeth Banks), and becoming a born
again Christian.

Howevet comical some of these events are,
it was quite surptising to find that one could
feel sorry for this man, who had everything
he could ever want, except for the one thing
he really wanted: his father’s approval of his
goals and life choices. It became apparent
that everything he did was always greeted
with a, “I'm deeply
disappointed” from
| his father, formet
=4 President George
H.W. Bush.

The entire cast was
amazing
. | cach actor played
| their - part with
extreme grace and
reality. Notable
standouts included
Josh Brolin as Bush,
Jetfery Wright as
former  Secretary
of State Colin
Powell, and Richard
Dreyfuss as Vice
President Dick
Cheney.

Like Bush, Brolin
was able to capture
all of Bush'’s
mannerisms, as well as his speech patterns.
Wiight was able to capture the audience
as a dissenter throughout the movie and

because

ultimately, able to make the best connection
with the audience. However, Druyfess as
Cheney was so perfect, it was almost scary.

IV was entertaining, and the end allowed
the audience to Bush’s humanistic side, that
Americans do not usually see.
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A Modern Fairytale Takes on a Musical Twist

MICHAELA ACCARDI
News EpiTor

Fans of films like funo and Charlie Bartlert rushed to see
Michael Ceta’s and costar Kat Dennings’ newest movie,
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist, recently released to theatres
nationwide.

The movie is based on the book with the same title as

“the movie, written by young adult authots Rachel Cohn

and David Levithan. Critics argue that although the movie
was 2 great teen flick, both Cera
and Dennings played the safe roles
which have been seen before.

Cera has played roles as the
same quiet and slightly awkward
male, in films like as Juno(2007),
Superbad(2007), and an appearance
in the television series . Arrested
Development.

Although not as widely known
as her

costar,
continues to perform, like the role
of an attractive misfit, as she did in
The House Bunny (2008) and Charlie
Bartletr (2007).

In the movie, Nick and Norah meet

Dennings also

acciden.lta]iy, then spend the n_.ight Playlist.

searching for Norah's best frend

and a band called “Where’s Fluffy?” The night leads to a
learning experience for both, as they both have relationships
they are still hung up on.

This is not only an original spin on the typical romantic
comedy but the choice in actors and actresses was petfectly
fitting. Though critics may complain, they can not deny that
Cera and Dennings have obvious talent for the “safe” roles
that they played.

Despite the fact that Cera and Dennings were playing the

Cera (left) and Dennings (right) show their
versatility as actors in Mck and Norahs fnfinite

sage roles again, it does not in any way take away from the
fact that both lead roles are depicted with outstanding talent.
Cera and Dennings’ roles ate so believable throughout
the moments of tears, heartbreak and insecurity; making
the viewer feel as though they know what they are going
through. '

The setting and roles are so realistic to any teen. Anyone
could find the two teenaged characters relatable and come to
love the film as much as its predecessors (such as Jura).

Both the movie and the novel tell the story of a heartbroken
teenage boy (Cera), Nick.
Recently, Nick broke up
with  his  manipulative,
gorgeous gitlfriend 'Tris.
Nick often makes CDs
for her, which Tds throws
away in front of her
peers, Caroline and Norah
(Dennings). Norah listens
to the CD and instantly
falls in love with the music
on the CD.  Appearantly,
Norah had been collecting
the CDs that Tris throws
away saying that Tris does
not appreciate good music.

Photo Courtesy of MCT Handout

As a member of a high
school rock band, Nick
is found at a bar where college students often go, that his
bandmates force him to go to after he broke up with Tris. At
the same bar Norah needs a stand-in boyftiend.

She spots Nick and bluntly asks if he could be her boyfriend
for just five minutes and the night spirals from there. To
prove to Tris that she has a new boyfriend, Norah kisses him.
Little did Norah know that Nick was Tris’ ex-boyfriend.

The pair gets to know one another and their demeaning
relationships as they accompany one another throughout

New York City and the unglamorous world. When they
finally are able to show any sign of being somewhat actually
interested in eachother, it is immediately put to a halt by their
£XCS.

After Norah leaves to go home, Nick finds Tris sitting on
the top of his car. He finally decides to conftont her, at the
same time Norah accidentally bumps into hef ex again.

Unlike the movie, the book begins after the introduction
of the characters Nick and Notrah, when Nick asks Norah to
be his gitlfriend in an effort to impress his ex-girlfriend Tris;
not through an abrupt kiss as depicted in the film.

More significant differences exist in the book, such as the
fact that Nick and Notah's interest in one another takes some
time to develop. Their relationship does not become setious
simply after one long, eventful night. In addition, many more
sexually graphic scenes are present in the book unlike the
PG-13 rated chick flick.

The sexually graphic scenes include an encounter in the
Marriott ice room and a kiss between Norah and Tris, which
can only be fully understood with the reading of the novel.

Lastly, the novel also brings a new type of experience
to Nick and Norah’s story, as it is written in two different
perspectives. For example, while one chapter may be written
in the first person by Nick, the next would be told by
Norah.

After watching the film, junior Morgan Carter said, “Tt[Nick
and Norahs Infinite Playlisi] was really funny and original.”
Although she had not read the book or heard of it before
seeing the movie, Carter commented that she would like to
read the book in the future.

Jetf Carter of The Scorecard Review, said “I haven’t made
a list but this has got to be one of the best high school/
coming-of-age/tomantic/comedy films of the past decade,”
according to roffentomatoes.com.  Many of the viewess agree
that director Petet Sollett had a great cast to start the movie
with and ended up making a terrific new version of a modern
fairytale for teens.
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Hello Kitty
Conquer All

Hello Kitty becomes a
globalized phenomenom

BrvaN JacoBs
SPORTS EDITOR

The white cat is back and ready to take on
the world. The phenomenon of the Hells
Kirty franchise can be seen all around our
school.

'The Hello Kitiy franchise of Santio™
sells products depicting the famous white
cat as dolls, stickers, greeting cards, clothes,
accessories, school supplies, dishes and even
home appliances. It sells very well in the
Asian markets, most aggressively in Japan
where it is seen as a “must have.” Hello Kitty
is also seen as a status symbol in the United
States.

At out school, students show their “IKitty”
pride by carrying Hello Kitty folders and
weating accessories and watches. Students
and even counselors like Christine Spaulding
have all joined the band wagon.

As an avid customer of Hells Kitty,
sophomore Stephanie Terault admitted, “T
have a wallet, calculator and I were tempted
to buy a Helfo Kitty toaster, but 1 had to
digress.” Spaulding said, “T really did like
Hello Kirty when 1 was younger, I had a
pencil case, a “pre”-mechanical pencil and
of course, an eraset. It is a fad.”

The Hello Kitty franchise is hardly a fad at

RISING HOPE MISSIBN CH!

CONTEMPGRARY WORSHAP

Photo by Natalie Caudill/MCT

Originially popular in Asia, the
Hello Kitty phenomenon has spread
throughout the world.

all. Founded in 1991, the Hello Kitty franchise
has blossomed into an empite wotth around
one billion dollars as of today, and it shows
no signs of slowing down. Recently, Hello
Kitty came out with a new line of school
supplies, which could rake in as much
as sixty million dollars a yeatr. The main
consumers of this fad are the Japanese and
Ammericans, especially gitls, young women
and, of coutse, celebrities.

Celebrities such as Paris Hilton, Matiah
Carey, and a student favotite, blogger Perez
Hilton have been seen wearing Hello Kity
jewelry which as high as $200,000 at any
high end retailer.

Only as recent as October 7, 2008, the Hello
Kiity franchise came out with their newest
item to its passionate customers. The Hello
Kitty Album hits mainstream and will feature
songs such as “Come on, Come on,” “All
the Gitls,” and “Get This Party Started.”
This exciting new album will be available in
the United States and can be downloaded
off of Myspace.com.
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ALEX FABRIZIO
Focus EpiTor

“Nice shirt! Where’s it from?” The
obvious reply would be, “Oh, this thrift
store I found.” Right?

A Thrifting Becomes the
New Shopping Crave

classmate Ryan Mach said that he doesn’t
think thrift store clothes make someone’s
style interesting and said, “All 1 want are

some bro-hats.”
We have a number of thrift stores in our
area that sell

Although weating
other
discarded clothes may

people’s

seem gfoss to some
people, shopping at
a thrift store proves
to be very beneficial
to  some  people
within 2 community.
It  stimulates the
community’s economy
and wusually benefits
a group of people
who need help, like at
the resale shop Look
Again (900 King St)
where the money benefits the Blindness
Prevention Society.

Also, the clothing is extremely inexpensive.
The Washington Post found a plaid silk
sundress ($8.98) at the Goodwill Retail store
2200 S. Dakota Avenue, Washington D.C.
They also found a men’s tie ($2.98) there.
If D.C. is too far to travel, look no further
than Sherwood Hall Lane and Richmond
Highway.

Lastly, it ptomotes creativity and
individuality. Junior Max Muir said, “When
you see weating  something
from the thrift store you’re not likely to
see another of the same thing” While his

Someone

703-360-1376

Thrift stores offer myriad clothes and
accessories among other things.

very nice items.
Sometimes a lot
of patience and
digging around
is involved, for
instance at Look
Again, they sell
a myrad of
designer
For instance they
had a very nice
women’s — navy
Ralph  Lauren
Polo skirt for $6
and a Pendleton

items.

Photo by Madyson Miller

sweater for men
($5). The Back Porch, a thrift store run
by United Community Ministries (UCM),
is located in Mount Vernon Crossroads
Shopping Center on Richmond Highway.
The money is used by UCM to improve
the quality of living for many families
and individuals in our community. The
Back Porch sells nice clothing donated by
members of the community for a range of
prices dependent upon the item. A sweater
ot a dress can cost anywhere from $5 to
$15. Both Look Again and the Back Porch
sell house ware items, clothing, shoes,
electronics, furniture, entettainment items,
and books.
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enior Session

VICTORIA NARINE
StyLE EDITOR

If you could be anything in the world, what

ould you be?
e SOmething the flies, like a ﬂymg unicorn

hat is your fav cgte place in the
vorld? '

The footbalrl field
My m_(-)m-

If you could buy anything in the

[ have no regrets. Things , . :
wworld, what wouid you buy?

happen for a reason.

God

"How to be a Player”

A football coacwltrhe‘g

“The oteb”

Photos Courtesy of Dereck Barber & Julie Ruamthong

Day in the Life of.. ’ Vlctona O’ Connor

MARIYA ILYAS
EprTor-IN-CHIEF

“They led by example,” she said.
O’Connor has often said cynically that

her parents are the greatest people on earth
because they gave birth to ber. They are “two
of my favorite people in the world and I
respect them,” she said.

Victoria ’Connot grew up
in the mountains in the small
town of Spruce Pine, near
Asheville, North Carolina.
Everyone there knew each
other and news spread like
fire. She is used to the cold
weathet because in Spruce
Pine, there were lots of snow
days, and the temperature
was never higher than 80
degtees.

When she was young, she
and her sibling traveled all
ovet the United States with
her parents. “While T grew
up in an isolated community,
I developed early on different
ways to look at the world.”
Because of the travels, “T am
a more understanding and
accepting of the world.”

O’Connor said the study abroad experience
made her more patriotic because “you are
representing the United States, so you have
to stand up for your country.” It made her
question her views about the wotld, and
wonder “why you do things you do.” Living
abroad “makes you appreciate diversity” and
at the same time, realize “how much we are

Photo by Erin Parker

Spanish teacher, Victoria O’'Connor, is in a passionate

O’Connor  attended diScCussion with her Spanish students.

Mitchell High School, where
she was an active member of Model UN and

French Club. Although she studied French

in high school, she fell love with the Spanish
language after taking it duting her senior
year. She also became a cheerleader that last
year. “I was bored, and all my friends were
doing it,” she said. O’Connor was a focused
student in high school and “always felt more
mature than others.”” Even in middle school,
O’Connor did not participate in prank phone
calls, the most “populat” thing to do at the
time. “I just didn’t feel right” she said.

However, O’Connor enjoyed college far
mote than high school. “High school was a
means to an end for me.” At University of
Notth Carolina Chapel Hill, she enjoyed
more independence. One of the highlights
of her experiences in college was studying
abtroad in Spain at the University of Sevilla,
Spain, for 11 months during her junior year.
“It was a life-altering event,” she said.

After graduating in 1993 from Chapel
Hill, ©’Connor received master’s degree in
Spanish from Middlebury College exactly
one year later. She started her teaching career
in D.C. public schools. Teaching in D.C. was
quite an experience, especially getting used
to the city. They were the “toughest two
years of my life,” she said. Students were
rowdy and always challenged her authotity.
The majotity of the distespect contributed
to the fact that “I was a white woman in a
predominandy black classroom.” Every day
became a struggle, a fight for respect and
there was more discipline-teaching than the
actual subject. “Education begins at home,”
she profoundly said.

In the end, *“T knew I had made a mistake
taking the job,” O’Connor admitted.

Howevet, her teaching career did not
stop there. In 1996, O’Connor landed a job
at James Madison High School in Fairfax

County, where she found more resoutrces
and felt comfortable in the better school
system. In 2003, she was recognized with
the Triple “I”” Teacher of the Year Award, a
prestigious award sponsored by the school’s
Academic Boosters and the JMHS Student
Parent Teacher Association, that honors
the teacher who most exhibits excellence in
innovation, instruction and impact on their
students.

She then came to our school, and
immediately earned the title of the ‘most
organized teacher” On her desk, everything
can be found in tact. An extensive “things-
to-do™ list is always posted on the right
hand corner of her desk, as she checks it
off throughout the day.

“I just don’t understand how anyone can

be disorganized,” said O’Connor. “I don’t
know how they sleep.”
She said she developed her organizatonal
skills from her mother and hopes that
her “students learn to be mature and
responsible.”

Senior Alex Snidetr had O’Connor for
Spanish 4. Because of her class, “I have
gotten much more organized. I have started
using a planner, L have learned to mark things
on a calendar and to plan for events down
the line,” he said. It comes as no surprise
that she is this year’s new Wotld Languages
Department Chair.

O’Connor likes the diversity of this school.
“West Potomac is much mote reflective of
American society as whole,” she said.

When teaching, “T absolutely love it when
students begin to think about world in a
different way,” she said. As a Spanish teacher,
she enjoys teaching her students
about different Spanish cultures
and loves giving the smudents the
oppottunity to talk openly about
controversial issues.

“One of the greatest things about
that class was being able to candidly
discuss issues, in Spanish speaking
countries, and on a global scale,”
said Snider.

“When somebody is as passionate
as you are, that’s the best feeling of
all ime,” O’Connor said, smiling,

It is not easy to earn an ‘A’ in her
class. “I had to know what I was
doing,” said Snider. “T could never

wing .it.” Students have to come prepared
with homework and study hard for tests.
“She is a great teacher because she raises
your game,” said husband Corey O’Connor.
She met Corey O’Connor at the Fish
Market Restaurant in 1995. “I couldn’t help
joking with her,” said Mr. O’Connor. “We
have been best friends ever since.”

Being punctual as she is, O’Connor
described how she fell in love with M.
(’Connor “I loved the fact that when I first
met him, he would say he would call me at
10 p.m. to tell me that he couldn’t talk to me
at that tme.”

O’Connor is also a self-acclaimed
‘petfectionist’ Everything must be exactly
right, even at home. “Her perfectionism: You
mean refolding clothes I have folded? Or
wiping out the sink I just wiped out Nope,
can’t say I notice that!” joked Mt. O’Connot.
“She is so fun to go through life with.”

Besides teaching, O’Connor has always
dreamed of becoming a two-weck trip-
planner to Spain. One would have to be
interviewed for her exclusive trip. The only
conditdon, O’Connor said, would be that the
couple “would have to pay my expenses.”

However, O’Connort loves being a teacher,
and hopes that her students “view me as fair,
firm, and friendly,”

“Sefiora O’Connor is very ddven in
everything that she does, and everything
she does has a purpose,” said Snider. “One
of the best things that Mts. O’Connor was
able to do was insgll 2 desire to learn in her
students.”

O’Connor smiled and simplistically said,
“Only thing I can do is lead by example.”

Photo Courtesty of Victeria O‘Connor

O’Connor, with her husband Corey O’Connor
in Spain.
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