Check what is inside...

Best Buddies... Page 3
’ Wolverine Warrior..  Page 5
Orngechkn... Page 9
-Military Kids Serve... Page 8

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Occupy everywhere, never give it back
Junior DJ Condon takes a stand through the Occupy movement
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" corruption of the 1%,” according to

B

Tyler Arnold
Features Editor

Politics, protests, and the economy
are not a numbet one priority in most
high school students’ lives. However,
one student has made an effort to change this trend. Juniot,
D.J Condon tecently experienced the Occupy Wall Street
economic protest movement that is growing in popularity
around the world.

oto Co yf Sonia Garakyaraghi a le ges
feel the unity among the protesters” states Condon “but the
police were everywhere and they used their full authority.”
The movement in New York has seen some violence, from
the reports of abused protestets to the videos on YouTube
of police brutality, but the protests in D.C have remained

* peaceful. “In New York they used nets to hetd the protest-

Occupy Wall Street started on Sep- ké We are the 99% and in order
to make a change we must come

tember 17th with only a few protest-
ers who had no idea that their simple
ptotest would turn into a global move-

ers but I managed to slip through
the bartiers set up. As a precau-
tion some of the other protesters
gave us 2 phone number to write
on out arms in case we got ar-

ment. What started as a few has now
mrned to thousands. They all support
the ideal of “the one thing we all have
in common is that we ate the 99% that
will no longer tolerate the greed and

occupywallst.org. What many students
do not realize is that this movement has
spread all over the globe and protests
just like the one on Wall Street are oc-
cutring in cities including D.C, Boston,
Madrid, Hong Kong, London, Rome,
Betlin, Tel Aviy, Amsterdam, and Los \
Angeles, just to name a few. But how
does this movement affect high school
students?

dents with different racial, ethnic and
economic backgrounds. With a large portion of the school
population on free ot reduced lunches, West Potomac is that
99%. This protest ditectly affects not only the students of
West Potomac, but their families. Condon states that, “We
are the 99% and in order to make a change we must come
together at this time of crisis.” While occupy D.C is sup-
porting the same ideals and motto as Occupy Wall Street,
the protests right outside our doot are not as heated as the
ones in New York. Condon was in the mayhem on Octo-
ber 15, and felt the energy of the New Yotk protest first
hand. “Time Squate was extremely energetic and you could

together at this time of crisis i

rested,” says Condon: The police
in D.C have cooperated with the
protesters, even though the per-
mit they have to protest has ex-
pired. The Patk Police state that
they can stay passed the permit’s
date as long as they are respect-
ful and cooperate with other
protest groups.

Occupydc.otg is the primary
site to find all the scheduled
events happening in the pro-
test along with messages about
their goals, the community and

Photo Courtesy of DJ Condon 20y other information about

. While in the protest on Wall Street, D] the movement as a whole. The
West Potomac has a wide array of stu- snapped a picture on his cell phone.

site is extremely informative and
it has many opportunities for cid-
zens and even West Potomac students to participate in the
protest. Even students can make a difference and our gen-
eration will soon have to face the issues in politics and the
economy occurring today.

While politics, protest and the economy may not be at the
top of a student’ list or priorities, there is always room for
this to change. With the world entering economic recon-
struction everyone’s lists of priorities is about to change and
students will be a major factor in what is to become of this

government and our economic stand point.

Senior Christine Gannon:
“T went to the Occupy D.C. ‘March
for the 99 %’ on Friday, Novem-
ber 4th with a friend. There were a
wide range of protesters, including
homeless people, students like our-
selves, and businessmen in suits.
The movement is something that
should be experienced first-hand.
I had been following it online and
on T.V., but with all the bias in the
media, I was unsure what to be-
lieve. After being a part of the rally,
I have become more aware of what
people want out of Occupy D.C,,
but the message as a whole could
still be more cohesive.”

What's up at WP

‘Next Key Club Meeting is on
November 17, in room 417

Step Team interest meeting
on Thursday, November 17 at
2:30 in the cafeteria

*Boys soccer winter condi-
tioning is on November 19 at
2 p.m. in the small gym

«Class of 2012 Senior Meet-
ings is on November 19-20

«Two hour early release on

November 23, followed by
the Thanksgiving Holiday

*The ACT is on Saturday,
December 10 from 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in Quander




Can Fairfax County school
tolerate “zero tolerance?”

Norris Brooks | c P S g p p 1 :
Editor-in-Chief i 0 e S £ a = e r; thels S
‘ } : chapters that expand on the lessons.
: Lﬂy Weisblatt l;Icp"}mw:r, thgre are downsides to
mandating online textbooks. - The
consequences attributed with constant
The weight is finally coming off, West computer use are not limited to the
Potomac, The backs of students will older generations. It has been proven
no longer ache after carrying textbooks  that those who sit at computers for an
expulsion. In addition, any student in possession- of tobacco products or because Fairfax County Public Schools  extended amount of time can develop
over-the-counter drugs (such as Tylenol or cough syrup) can also receive the (FCPS) have decided to implement back and neck problems. Also, the
same punishment. The question is: Is this policy effective? online  textbooks for all Social repetiive movements of typing or
The American Bar Association, the National Association of School Studies and History classes this year. clicking a computer mouse can cause
Psychologists, and the American Psychological Association say, no. So does This past school year, eight middle a petson to develop Carpal Tunnel
the Fairfax Zero Tolerance Reform group, an organization founded in 2006 schools and ten high schools in Fairfax ~ Syndrome. This is when the muscle in
and made up of teachers, parents, therapists, and students. Statistics tell County participated in a trial to test the  the wrist becomes swollen and causes
the stoty. According to a 2008 FCPS Youth Survey, 56% of students used effectiveness of e-books. The positive numbness, tingling, or pain. Headaches,
alcohol, marijuana, or other drugs and 72% of seniots did so by the time teaction to the online textbook has  dizziness and eye-strain are also possible
they graduated. If the goal of zero tolerance is to prevent students from prompted FCPS to introduce them to  effects of over using computets. In
participating in these activities, it is losing the battle. the entite county. The online textbooks  addition, there is the possibility that a
Anecdotal evidence illustrates how detrimental the policy can be. Nick will be available through eCART and  student who does not have a computer
Stuban, a high school student from W/T. Woodson, committed suicide FCPS 24-7. However, thete have been  at home will not be able to work on
last winter after receiving his punishment due to the zeto tolerance policy. concerns voiced about students that the computer at school. This means
Stuban was an avid participant on the football team and received good do not have internet at home. When that they will be unable to access
grades in school. He had never received any disciplinary infractions but was questioned, Principal Cliff Hardison what they need for their homework.
removed from school when he was caught on school grounds with a capsule tesponded to these complaints, “We The term “paperless” may be
of JWH-018, a synthetic form of marijuana that was legal at the time. understand that approximately 95% of misiatefpreted. For the foresceable

The policy can be just as severe for students who are caught with over-the- students across the county have access  future, textbooks will not be purely
counter medications. In the 2008-2009 school year, an Oakton High School to Wi-Fi at home. However, weare also  exclusive to the internet. When

honor student was caught taking a birth control pill during lunch. She was awate that there are other constraints an online ~textbook subscription is
sentenced to a two-week suspension and tecommended for expulsion. If such as shating access with family purchased, a set amount of print books
the pills had been kept in the nutse’s office, and she had checked in duting members, and unavailable computers.  will be provided as well. So don’t worry
lunch to take them, she would not have been punished. We as a school ate providing the students, if you are unable or unwilling
Thezero tolerance policy and Nick Stuban’s suicide have stirred up intense options of checking outlaptops and we to use an online textbook, you are

Faitfax County Public Schools maintain a “zero-tolerance” policy when Assistant Focus Editor
it comes to alcohol, tobacco, and drug violations on any school campus, ]
According to the Sm@éﬁt Rights and Responsibilites handbook, any
student caught with alcohoel or illegal drugs at school will be suspended,
banned from any extracurricular activities, and possibly recommended for

feelings in our high e school.  Senior are giving information about libraries not out of options. Furthermore,
Lara Chilton “A 200 8 FCPS rematked,  “If in this atea” The county is aware of moderation is important. If eyes begin
he only had one infracion  the . the issues that students may have and to burn, or brains feel overworked,
school should have You‘l‘h survev talked to him and is addressing them as soon as possible.  take the necessary steps and move
been mote lenient. : The  substance Online textbooks are not merely the away. Online textbooks are there to
was legal and he STuTEd 56% Of obviously stayed | same paper textbook just published help students learn, not to cause pain.
out of trouble.” Senior  Maggie on the internet. They have many Online textbooks are a way for this

Grady agreed. S'I'Udenfs USEd al- “The Zero

tolerance policy is

a student is caught _COhOI, mu"luunu,

~ other tools that students consider to generation to embrace the use of

too intense. If be beneficial. Some of the interactive  technology in an academic way. They

with a legal dx.tug, features of the online textbooks allow  allow students to be comfortable and
they should not be or o-l-her dru s. "’ treated Uﬂfﬂld_Y- students to high.lighF and rnalke notes.  confidentaboutin studies. They provide
They should be 4 able to go theit E-books also provide special study tools that paper texthooks cannot, and

counselor or social worket and ask
for help rather than be expelled.” Junior Sophie Spriges commented on the
policy when she said, “Our county puts too much pressure on students who
have made one mistake” ;

The FaitfaxZeroToleranceReform group seeks to change the FCPS student
disciplinary process “so that EVERY child’s Constitutional, due process,
and educational rights are protected, so the process is just, consistent,
individualized, transparent, and monitored, and so it WORKS” Steven
Stuban, NickStuban’s dad, is currently running for an at-latrge position on
the Fairfax County School Board. When asked about the reason for his
candidacy, Stuban said, “There weze so many instances where people could
have done the right thing, and they did not.” Tf Stuban achieves his goal, he
will be in chatge of Jack D. Dale, the current superintendent and a suppotter
of the zero tolerance policy.

materials. Flashcards are offered, enable students to lighten their load.
as well as an instant dictionary and Social Studies textbooks are just the
thesaurus. A student merely needs beginning. PCPS plans to introduce
to click on a word that they do textbooks online for math classes next
not understand in the text, and a school year. So shrug your shoulders,
dictionary definition will be provided. and be relieved that the weight of the
Additionally, there are options for wotld is no longer in your backpaclk.
audio readings and videos along with
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survey. we randomly selected
students and asked them to
ng questions. You might be
some of the answers!

imately 25 students. both male and female. from each grade completed the survey-



46% believe int
71% have told a teacher their Internet chut off
. 48% have bee
i ‘ne dail 8 0 _
32% drink caffeine y i :
nguad

90% have beenona plane
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.} | want to be a play-by-play
commentator for the Vikings. |
want to be married to Kim
Kardashion with two kids and a
goldfish. |

Noah Feinstein

.} | want to be a derma-

tologist and live in Fiii with
my husband and two kids.

Ore girl and one boy

Can you match these
seniors with their responses?

Christine Ganno

.] | want to become
president of Africa and un
Africa and call it The Unite
States of Africa. | want to
be married fo professiondl
soccer player Kevin-Prince
Boateng and have one
son and a blonde monkey
named sexy monkey.
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