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Comstruction werkers rencodting the ool are ot risk, amd mast heke .mﬁf],r MECEIONS.

Construction Mishap Mars
Renovation Excitement

Jen Groner
Focus Editor
April Brown

re Reporler

There iz considerable excitement arowand in
anticipation of the opening of the first renow. clags
forelgn language class-

rooms, the new scence and
rooms. Amid this exciternent; there was one construc-
tion related accident.

O October 7, 1999 an iron worker naimed Foberto
Martinez, an smployes of Dustin Construction, feil
15 and a half feet to the ground. He fell from a plat-
farm where the former senior cafeteria was located,
on the side, mear the doors o . He broke his
arm and had trauma to his . He was taken to
WOWA hospital in Mount Vernon and Exter fransfermed
o TR A Farrfan,

Since the accident, the construction company has
been extremely cautious , in order to ent subse-
?umt accidents. have o all roofing plat-
orms within three feet of the edge, so that the chance
for other accidents s less likely, The company also
has weekly safety meetings to discuss the dangers of
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working and how one can reduce risks. As a another
safety precaution, the requires all workers
to wear hard hats, goggles, and protective boots.

Om the scens, however, a mechanical foreman of 27
years, who identified himself as "Kojak,"” pointed out
that many workers were not En-liuwing the require-
munts for safety probection, The sa z Fali pmremun
and offer 5a equipment is p
pany and ma for all workers. ‘mﬂunwm
workers breaking this rule, and their own
safety. Also there were no foremen enforcing this re-
guirement

Another Halac Iron Works Inc. € wEll:-j-'be, M. Jose
Vardgas, rml that Martiner is in fhe hospital
for the i e gas said that Martinez had only
workad for the mﬂn}l for 2 months.

Since the end of the school year of 1998-99, Dustin
Congtruction company has been employed in the re-
modeling of West Polomac.

Ortherwise, the construction is on schedule, The rain
has slowed up the progress a little. Although some of
the pi in Gunston weren't located where they
mc{:.u nﬂ ng &5 back on track. The new sci-
BOCE mngwﬂl opening soomn.

Area Voters Face
Tough Decisions
November 2nd

Oinece again, on November 2nd, area voters will head
to the polls to elect our local officials. While we may
hivemmmﬂthym‘meIWU.ﬁ_
Senatorial, or UL&. Congressional race, B TACES

, '."H"henlamimﬂfedﬂ:nh cast
anew Virginia State Senator, Vir-
ginia State Delegate and Fairfax County Schoo] Board
members will have been chosen to represent us.

The three major races s up in the Mt. Vernon
districi are the 36th disirict stale senatorial race with
Linda “Toddy"” PullenD)) vs. Dan Rinzel(R), the ddth
district House of Delegates seat with Kris
Amundson{D) vs. Scott KleindR) and the Fairfax
County Board of Education Mt. Yernon district seal
wilth Isis Castro vs. Sharon Baroncell.

Puller is running for the 35th state senate vacated by

npul-r member | Gartian(D)) and
Amundson 15 secking election for Puller’s d4th dis-
trict House seal.

While the candidates running for their respective
seals may seem very similar, fhere are in fect several
noliceable differences. First, & look at the 36th state
senate seat. Puller has stepped forward and stated
that public ed wcation is her pri concern. She has
said that the future of public education should not be
putmﬂ'tewmn,;l‘unds. Ne:tmhdrﬂﬁ‘lil-lhlﬁ

o urhﬂun strugghes that greatly impact t
Eﬂj Em1m1p HER!:-IIﬂYH ?FT;AM
ona wul:dlL‘Il hh&rnpinlaun that Governor James
Gilmore (R) addressed the
tation issues of northern Virginia. 'Fuller.wlmmwd
on the House Transporiation Committes since 1994,
has promised to work hard to correct the current traf-
fic problems. On the other side, republican challen
Dan Rinzel feels that Gilmore's transportation
will solve the problem more efficiently than the pm-
posed democratic plan because the IGLE:IJ Enw
miroduces new methods of FE'.;IILB traffic
Rinzel also stated that he ilmore's educa-
tion plan which would add more z-l-m:rrru.rjr achool
teachers, .-h.su:f now, it appears that Rinzel is merely
mduﬁ propesals of Gilmore. But, the race
twio Et‘q:llﬂﬂl to come down 1o the wire

see Elections page &

Focus J

8-9




Opinion

B
5 N 3 "
g

UN

You wanna ceme Wit me, pleage, Yeah yeur
25+ 97 avt’, Yau h.ih"ll'l'l-“!{ﬁ'l.l. t'.u':-l.lt H\I:::l
-:- Print in corrbiaving, :
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With tha new policy on cormectly darkening the cvals i
for the SAT, Maria wias not sllowed 1o continus due to hor

hand spasms while flling in the sample question,

sl .
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Major Merger is a Good Thing

Mick Slater
MNewrs Edifor

Something huge just ha
pened in ﬂ'L“etEwnﬂE:l gruf medl!:
and enfertainment. The big
event is the merger of CBES and
Vacuum, twio of the most
erful forces in lelévision today,
The merger creates a mg:
company, dtill to be called
¥iacom, that looks ready to
dominate the media industry
all owver the coun per-

ﬂu'miﬁh the world. This
Tﬂqm about the mer-
its of conglomeration and glo-
balization, bat fo the avera
high-schooler, of course, IE:
gquestion is “How will this deal
affect what I seeon TV?"

Well first, Viacom and CHS
are both invelved in much
more than TV. CBS brings into
the deal several prominent ra-
dio stations, m:r the rights to
popular radio programs, in-
Mﬁhﬂlﬂdﬂﬂﬂfd
Stermn. of these programs
mw all :ﬂ: the coun-

ing in amounis
o mmf;f EHE.HSE}'
together with Viacom, the
power of these radio stations

will enly become greater.

Everyone hates thoss annoy-
ing pop-up ads that come up
when you're surfing the
Internet. Well, bad news...get
ready tosee a lot more of them.
CBS wag already an online
leader before they merged with
Viacom, boasting several popu-
lar websiles, Bul now that the
two companies have joined,
they make a powerhouse ad-
vertising team thei can't be
i anywhere. This leads
o one of the negative
of thi 2 more online bill-
boards and ads. OFf course, this
also means that Web siurfers
will have more chances to buy
stuff online, To those who like
to buy over their com-
puter, the m was a bless-
ing. Bul 1o those who like to
gurf without the constant imter-

mEtiﬂm:, it will definitely be a

The affects on the television
induostry will be unbelievabie.
CBS was already the "Most-

net an TV, but
lets face it, if you're under 30
years old, you're probably not
watching a whole lot of CBS,

That is where Viacom comes
in. The Yiacom Corporation
owns such chanmels as MTV,

VH1, and Nickelodeon, Most
of the people who watch these

chanmeds are young, exactly the
type of viewers thal CBS has
lacked in the past. Now that

one company owns CBE, there
is mo limit to the amount of
money they could b im,

Much of that fd.vurl.r;hi.lg o
the development EFIB:EW
shows, as well as to the im-
provemaent of current ones, For
example, CBS viewers will still
be able 1o kick back, crack open
a-can of salled peanuts and
watch Devid Letterman at 11
FPM. Butthey will also have lots
of new shows to watch on the
various channels owned
Viacom. The point is, e
will have many more choices of
whal to watch,

B & may not realize it bul
the Viacom merger is go-
mhuaﬂ’eﬂﬂmmwam way.

u like to walch TV
or surf the Web, pretty soon
you will begin to notice some
changes. Although its still
early on, ight now it looks fike
most of those changes will be
beneficial to people every-
where, The bottom line: this
merger is a good thing that we
should all be happy ahout.

Renovation Ramifications
Cause Student Complaints

April Brown
Wire Reporter

Students returning to West
Pt this vear were in fora
hig surprise as far as their
schedules went. With the Laft

According to Junior Nikkl
Pritchetf, it'll confuse new sti-
dents, because if confused me
the first fwo days of school.

Many students are complain.
ing aboul being escorted to

the bells were worked out the
first few weeks of school, when
soime bells were eliminaied,
One of the most difficull as-
pects of the new schedule (s
having 7th period everyday.
The adrmimistration schaduled

Quander cafeteria closed dueto  lunch like children and not be-  the 30-minute silent reading
copstruction, only two cafete- ing allowed 1o eat with their during the List dass on Fridays,
rias are open for the 1600+ stu- {riends. Patrick Morrison, a  to equalize the time inTth
dents that attend West period and other periods,
::mrrm To compensate for “Its stupid how we have
OVercry of lunch- assigned reading for 30
G PTHEDCITRCREGUIE. o s (e 2
incorporated the “C* lunch. during 5th and 6th periods when the period is enly 50
MNow, the three lunches are gets to where I can't minutes lomg,” com-
decided by the course taken plained Senior Jessica
during your 5th and 6th pe- concenirate. Bells are Boden,
riods instead of by which constantly ringing.” One of the most com-
bullding you're in. Many - Leigh Gurke mon complaints from se-

students find this to be very =

niors is the koss of the se-

annoying because they end
up with a different lunch each

day.

Senior Catherine LT
hate how you hﬂlﬁullf :‘ﬁ]'mi‘lsl.‘
lunches every day. That is re-
ally stupid. There is no way
you can have a healthy eating
routine.”

Allso in question are the new
lunchroem assignments. Stu-
dents who have a class in
Gunston during lunch have
resson fo complain, What was
formerly known as the Fresh:
man cafeteria is now the
"Gunston” cafeteria, Upper-
classmen are not permitted to
leave the lunchroom to eat
where they wish, and only a
brave few escape fo join their

junior, when asked aboul the
new lunch assi Com-
mented, "1 hate "em! They
don't allow us to eat lunch
frealy.”

Other complaints from stu-
dents focused on the new bell
schedule.

Senior Leigh Gurke said,
"The bell schedule during 5th
and 6th periods gets to where [
can’t concentrate. Bells are con-
stantly nnging.” The bells ring
every 10 to 20 minutes during
those classes to dismiss sta-
dents to their different lunches,
and students in the halls dur-
ing; lunch, while classes are go-
ing on, adds to the disraption.
However, many problems with

nior cafeteria. “I'm aggra-
vated because it Hmits the num-
ber of my buds at the table and
people I don't know sit around
me,” complained Krystal
Cunninghan.

In agreement, Lucas Hill
commented, “I think there
needs to be a senior cafeteria
because I'm tired of eating with
underclassmen.” ;

Many students complained .
about the new schedule, Iunch
schedule and lnck of a senior
cafeteria. Seniors appreciated
the efforts to improve the ap-
pearance of the school, but se-
niors also expressed that none
of them will be at West Polomac
when its finished, Tt will be for
the underclassmen to enjoy,

.
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Save Yourself, Save Us All; Don’t Drink and Drive

With the final days of summer
long gone and the school year
underway, one thing is on
everyone’s mind: the weekend,
especially the homecoming

After a long week of home-
work, tests, quizzes, and study-
ing, no sound is more welcome
to the students of West Fotomac
High School than that of the Fri-
day afternoon dismissal bell. At
the sound of the bell, the week-
end has begun. Football games,
dates, movies, parties, and
drinking? and...driving?

Although many people may
not want to admut it, drinking
and driving is a very real issue

all over the country. According
to the organization, Mothers
Against Drunk
Driving, MADD,
driving under the
influence is the
most frequently

Driving under the
influence is the most

and, often times, prove to be
deadly.

The 1998 statis-
tics released by
NHTSA revealed
that 38.4 percent of
total traffic fatali-

committed violent frequently commit-  ties were alcohol-

From 10p.m.to1 the nation past decade, four
a.m. every week- s times as many
day might, one in = Americans died as
thirteen drivers is drunk, witha a result of drunk driving acci-

blood alcohol content of .08 or
more.

On weekend mornings be-
tween 1 am. and 6 am., ong in
seven drivers is drunk. These
odds are definitely not favorable

dents as were killed in the Viet-
nam War.
These statistics illustrate the se-
verity of this problem.
Drinking and driving is espe-
cially common ameng high

school students. When the long-
awaited weekend finally arrives,
it hrmgs parties, which, in turn,

Statistics from NHTSA show
that out of every five Americans,
abouat three will be involved inan
alcohol-related crash at some
point in their lives. The decision
to have those few drinks at a
weekend party could have very
ex IVe COnsequences.

unior Jennifer Niksich said, “T
don't believe in drinking and
driving because | would never
want to put myself or others in

Maybe more teenagers should
have that same attitude.

ONeil
Eeporier

M

Halloween is just around the bend
and for a lot of folks it's & good excuse
{o stock up on goodies and be able o
gobble down the leftovers for them-
selves. Also, for the kiddies, to dress
themselves up as theit parents’ worst
nightmares and, better yet, get free
candy!

Back in the geod ole” days, streets
were rivers of goblins, witches and fairy

i . Each one held butterflied
tummies of excitement and lols of
lausghs with friends for the fun-filled
night of Halloween.

Even driving down your neigh-
borhood streel, you could sight the
spirit of Hallowreen by spider- web trees,
pumpkined porches and ghosls spew-
ing from every corner of a house. Chil-

a%,.  News Editom Sports Editors
- Eric Lantenachlager Carter Chandler
Alexandria, Virginda 22307  Pacus Editors Alejandra Medina
Jen Gromer Elissa Milanowskd
Editor-in-Chief Kurt Gron :
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Assisiant Editor Jagnie Munyan
Sarah Biersack Entertai nment Editors Nick Deutsch
Meghan Deaver
Business Editors Lis Grant
Hﬂ'_‘.’me Adviser

GWEEN

Trick, or Treart?

dren would plan their dream costumes
weeks before Halloween for what
seemed to be a freak fashion show
downany strest near you. Adults lined
their porches for the evenl with buck-
ets of candy to pass graciously out and
to watch all the kids.

As each year passes, however,
the number of trick-or-trealers and
open doors sadly thins out. Often, in
this modemn age, a trick-or-treater will
knock on the door and immediately see
the lights go oul. Signaling that many
people are uptight and stingy now &

f 5

It scaddens me to see Halloween
fading out, for it is the most light-
hearted and youthful holiday of them
all. Even for adults, it brings the kid
ol of them as they reminisce about
their Halloweens past. Childhood is
reflectad in every mask and a smile i
painted on along with the glitter and

fake blood.

While ripping away a child's nght
to enjoy and partake in this night of
make- believe and fantasy, adults are
also ripping away a part of themselves.
Some parents won't even let their chil-
dren go out on Halloween anymore.
This may be because of religious rea-
sons; some people think Halloween has
to do with the devil or demons. This
especially might hold true this year as
Halloween happens to fall on a

g ]

I think this is
sad, especially for
the children who
have tomiss out on
such a traditional
thing as trick-or-
treating on Hallow:-
een night. Some of
my most fond
memories are of
dressing up with my
friends and going to
trick-or- treal.

I cant say that |
don't agree with the par
ents to a certain exbent A
though. With all that's gong on. ™
around fhe world; it is hard to brust
people and reasonable to fear whal may

happen, Some deranged psychotics oul

there have turned this fone- loving holi-
day into an excuse tor pranks and a rea-
son for doing wrong. To some it is un-
derstood as the night of the devil.

ful of poison in the candy, kidnapping,
or violence that could easily be inflicted
on little kids at night. 1t's sad that a once
happy, care-free holiday could be bro-
ken down by our own nightmares,
When we once rushed
put to enjoy the fun of
October 315, we now
hide in the comers
expecting and
fearing the worsl
that might happen
on this night, |
think this is the
" year to break down
%% those barriers, o go
* out and buy all the
§ candy we can carry,
o make asilly costume and
act like we're 10 years
young agein.
Also, T say now;, toall
' the take your little

teenagers,
-~ ‘brother or sister by the hand
and lead them to a candyland of
spooks and ole’ fashioned, innocent funl
Phate from Hellomeen Inc.
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Sadie Sayeed.

“Mir. Drye zeems very friendly and intevented in peiting io know the studeniz™ said

West Potomac Welcomes
New Teachers

Elizabeth Randolph
Alex Cole P
Wire Reporters

Along with the new additions to
the structure of West Potomac, there are
improvements occurring inside as well,
It 5 a reew year of many new faces and
every department is introducing fresh
facully members.

“He's a funny guy, which makes
the class go by muoch faster”™ said junior
Henry Lopez, about this Michigan na-
tive, Mr. Michael Mantie is the new GT
& AF Physics teacher. Montie was in-
volved in industry for 11 years before
he was drafted by the army and sent to
fight in the Viemam war,

During the war he was an officer
and a paratrooper. Due to injury,
Montie was sent to the stales but
remained in the army as & caresr.

Once he retired, Montie began
working at West Point, where he taught
differential equations for three years.
Later, he became a program manager at
the Pentagon whete be was res hle
for the army’s clagsified programs.
Montie is now teaching here at West
Potomac after resigning from the
Lockhesd Martin Corporation simply
because, said Montie, " Tliked teaching,.
My dad was a teacher.” MNeedless 1o say,
Montie is extremely excited about IHE:E:I
ing &t West Fotomac this year.

This is the 21st year Mr. Brian

Borah has been teaching. A native of
Dallas, Texas, he is the new AP English
uage, Literature, and English 9
. Borah graduated from Abilene
Christian in Abilene, Texas, and
then did his graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Houston where he was a phi-
!uﬁﬁr major. Borah has been work-
ing tor the College Board smce 1990 and
also prades the national exam for AP En-
Elish lmguuﬁe.

“He is doing a great job, I think
we will be very p red for the AP
exam” senior Umeir Nawaz said, Borah
i= the co-author of the English Vertical
Team Handbook which discusses how
middle school and high school teachers
can work together to allow students to
get into 8 more rigorous English pro-
gram of studies early, Borah has previ-
ously assisted Chantilly, Lee, Hayfield,
and Herndon high schools with this
program. Although there are other
things Borah enjoys doing, such as cook-
ing and racing care, there is nothing he
loves more than teaching,

West Potomac's new guidance
connselor, Mr. Adrinell Dye, was previ-
ously a gui counselor at Lexing-
ton High School in Lexinglon, Massa-
chusetts for four years. At this school
Dyre was the coordinator for the school-
w—uﬂﬂ“r‘kﬁrmgm"m. was mvolved in the
peer iation program, and METCO
which iz a velunieer desegregation pro-
gram. In his earlier years, Dye attended
North Carolina Central for undergradu-

sle and graduale school, where he re
ceived his masters in counséling edu-
cation.

In his spare time Dye enjoys
working ouf, playing basketball, rac-
quetball, and parti St in church
activities. Here at t Potomac, he
would like to get involved in student
oriented activities such as the track
team and the College Partnership pro-
gram.

“Mr. Dye seams very friend
and i:ltEl‘EEE}rd in getting tnwhnnw "ll
studenis” said senior SadiaSayeed. In

with people

said, “Tenjoy be
S al is why 1

and influencing Flr.
went inlo education.”
The lanpuage depariment has
three new additions one, teacehing
Latin and two in Spanish. :
Bret Simonson s new to West
Potomac as the Latin feacher, but he 15
also new at teaching. Simonson is origi-
nally fromn Mew Oreleans, Louisians but
did not go to college in his home stale.
Insiead Simonson attended the Liniver-
sity of Missouri-Columbia for under-
graduvate school where he studied,

the futare, Dye would like to go back  oddly encugh, German. Simonson came
to school 0 he can one day be an ad-  back east for graduate school when he
rrarstrator, attended The
7, S RS Catholic Univer-
Katherine i sity of America in
Wolling is the He's a funny guy, Washington D.C.
newest addition which makes whereEdh-emajm'ed
to the math de- in Medieval and
. This is the class go ine studies.
er first year h}' much faster” :'I"harll ;Eked what
eachin fn . e likes most
Falrfax County, as said Henry Lopez about  West
she is just out of about Mr. Monte. Potomac,
college. Hmonson said *,
"Although ... the outgoing
its her first year spirit of the stu-
shuenllﬁr.rmm whatshe is doingand ~ denis.”
she makes il Fun® senior Christy Oine of two new ish tesch-

said. Wo wupin MNew
mumm SO i e
from Pennsylvania where she
the small Junista College. In her spars
time she enjoys playing the flute and
lennis, listening to music, reading, and
watching sports. Wolling has some
goels for her future; she would even-
tually like to go back to scheool to re-
ceive her masters and ibly teach
college one day. Mot only & she amath
wizard, but Welling has a minor in
Spanish and would one day like to use
this knowledge and travel or study in
any foreign Spanish & Ing coun-
tries. She loves teaching and is look-
ing forward to this school year.

e

I
M. Walling iy a_frexh foce hFﬂim—l "

ers al West Potomac, Carla MoK enzie
comes to West Potomac from

Mew York with four years of teac
experience undar har belt, McKenzie
wanl o school in Ivanis where
she attended Lincoln University. At Lin-
coln University, McKenzic majored in
beth English and Spanish.

Julie O'Bryant, who is 'mﬂ}r
from Richmond, Virgi ,hui::&w
her third year as a teacher, though this
is her first year teaching Spanish. For the
last two years O'Bryant taught English

as a Second Language (ESL) in Ecuador.
'Bryant went to Furman University in
Greenville, South Carolina where she

stucied Spanish,

Ally beding
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Ally Medsna

Career Center gurn, My, Galeoin,ix an excellent sonrce of

infowmation on testing and preparation for college

News

Tt might ease some minds in
the Senior Class to know that
scomd Hie hi I average
ﬁrﬁ Ve recu.‘rr?n? by West
Potomac students. West
Potomac scores have increased,
ci-‘pl:ﬂ'nll}' when com 1o
Mount Vernon, which f::d dra-
matically lower scores this year,
“Right now I'm taking an AT
class 1o try and raise oy scores
as high as ible before | have
to send-t oul to colleges
later this fall, * eald senior 5a-
rath Powell,

Whatever the technique West
Potomac students are using, it
{5 definitely showing in the rise
of their test scores.

"I'm hoping colleges will see
my SAT scores and be im-

* caid Sendor Cris Bar-
ton. “T think I'll be okay, con-
sidering 1 did pretty well on
them last * Burion said.

West Potomac is not the only
school in Fairfax County where
SAT scores geem Io be dimbing.
Superiniendent Daniel
Domenach released the scores
for Fairfax County Public
Echool senior’s and foomnd that
FOPS Students scored higher
than average, and very high
when compared to the rest of
Virginia and the nation. The
math average scire was 533,
s o 511 nationwide
and 299 gfatewide. Omthe ver-
bal section, PCPS students
scored significantly higher
with an average score of 541,
compared to 505 nationwide
and 508 statewide.

It is hoped students will ind
the news of the rise in average

5

M
SAT Scores Soar

 Seniors Earn the Highest Scores

SAT seores 29 a reliel for some
of their stress when applying te
colleges this year.

It might help students’
perspectives if they keep in

ind that SAT scores are nol
the criteria collegpe admmis-
m;nl}r > lwillbtét:um-r.

The or Class could be sat-

isfied with Superintendent
Domenach's conclusion that he
is "pleased with the overall
trend n SAT scores.”

Many seniors at West
Fotomac will soon enfer a
stressful Gme n their bves: e
ing the task of applying lo col-
leges. With essays 1o write,
teacher recommendations io be
requ:uird,, and only a few
chances left to rmose their SAT
scores before they are sent to
college admisstons offices, but
sentors may find recent 5AT
BCOTES TEASSUTING.

Students Await Approval For New Club

STUDENTS FOR

April Brown
Wire Reporfer

Here in Alexandria, Va, Se-
nior Robin Lyen along with fellow
classmates and their sponsor Mr.
Russell are hﬂplltg,mﬁlanach.mr
of Students for a Free Tibel al |
Potomae High School. As of night
now the chab is still awaiting approval
by administration. The goal of stu-
dents here at West Polomac is to raiss
political awareness in the school and
educale the students about interna-
tional affaicsd.

Students for a Free Tibet
(5FT) was started in st of 1994
Thene have been 4 anmu CEE
and SFT also participates in the Ti-

betan Freedom Concerl. Their goal is
to "educate y e about the re-
alities of Tibet and work on transiating
that awareness into action nom-
viokent political, economic, social
campiagns.” (Stadents for a Free Tibel,
Ine.) They recognize the legal and his-
torical status of as an independent
country and support the right of the Ti-
betan people to determine their own

Many people ask, why Tibet?
First, China t use for Tibet's
natural resource deposits. Also, being
in the center of Asia, it is an ideal stra-
tegic military location. Another reason
may be a racially imperiafist poli

The Chinese ouln r Tibet-
ans in their own homeland due to
trasnference by China to ease overpopu-

lation. Unde::lﬂn;u occupation, the
Tibetan pecple are denjed maost rights

in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights: The Chinese lan-
guage has replaced Tibetan as the

country's first [a and the Tibetan
_?euple are often :u%ﬂ' lo severe
orms of torture which include beatings,

electric shock and other such cruel m-
flictions.
Tibet is a country made up of 3
nees located in the center of Asia
and China has occupied Tibet for 40
i«:mﬁﬁufrig!umm{ﬂﬁm'ﬁmisiim
to change the identity of the Tibetan
Eeu-ph'eum 8% the 1ssue from pub-
c attention. Hopefully SFT will be able
to raise public awareness of this cause
and West Polomac can be a part of that.

(703) 518-8300

John Randolph Proudly
Supports

-

The Wire

PARDOE
GRAHAM
310 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 5188314

=

1.800.868.9797 * www.ferrum.edu/99

We turn good
students 1nto
great ones,

Great ones into
leaders in their.

fields.

— Open House
Saturday, November 13
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6 News

Prlde and PrEJudlce' Unusual Fall Production Underway

bility”, this play by Helen
Jerome porirays life in the gen-
teel rural society of early nine-
teenth century England.

The story be gm.ﬁ '.-\-':lih
Mrs. Bennet t
her three dau;{.tem
bands because the E‘!-iﬂtl.‘ i rr'r
titled to snobby cousin, Mr.
Collins.

Two wealthy bachelors
from out of bown armve and are
immadiately preyed upon by
Mrs. Bennet. Mrs. Bennet
throws & ball in her home-and
even sends one of her daugh-
ters to London in it of one
of the males her mother desires
for her, all in order to have her
daughters married off.

Now the play tells of the
tnitial dislike between Eliza-
beth Bennet (played by Ste-
fanie Phillips or Victoria Preed,
depending on which perfor-
mance you see) and Darcy

Mait Belir and Sﬁfﬁl’lﬂﬂif.ﬂ!liwpb rur threniph thelr soeme on siege
for the Pride and Prejudice production ia ke fall.

sion, which will culminate the
HJ,E"E ;ﬁi:‘_ﬂ countless years of cvilization
siied and bring aboul a 11:eta.m-nr—
phosis so radical as o
the way we look at the worl ?
Th out history, hu-

Well, E;ui:mbl nat. All
man beings have searched for that aside t

the one event that will forever de
influence their lives and dras-

ugh, the drama
"sfall production is
expected to be both a serious

tically reshape their fulures, drama and a comedy, accord-
Wl.th the millennium fast ap- ing to senior April Brown, who
.HI1.I:| Lhe 1'3‘39 W!'Et lays Mrs. Bennet.

annuc
the comer; wul we F:H-:.blj'
have foand just such an occa-

Adapted from the orgl-
nalnovel by Jane Austen, who

brought us “Sense And Sensi-

{Christopher Baidoo and
Brendan Bradley), which later
becomes muteal adoration.
Jame Bermet also finds love in
Darcy's best friend, Mr. Bingley.

The play also features
Danny Carmichael and April
Brown as Mr. and Brs, Bennet,
Ashley Young and Veronica
Fitzpatrick as Jane Bennel, Sara
Byus as Lydia Bennet, Autumn
Brown as Lady Catherine de
Bourgh, Carolyn Ricks as Lady
Lucas, Kristy Jacobs as Char-
lotte Lucas; and Matt Beltz and
Chip Bal er as Mr. Bingl
andpmﬁfrégami&ae] s i{"]"
Bingley.

*Pride and Prejedice:™ A
senfimental comedy in three
acts, opens on Wednesday, MNo-
vember 17th at 7:30 pm in the
Kogelman theatre, and plays
each might uniil Seturday, No-
vember 20th.

Ashley .'ri:;uuug ﬂmm_'p Carmichael, and Erie Price read over their
lineg while walting o relrarse the soene.

Elections, from page 1

in this final month heading to
the election.

Another cdose race isexpaciad
between, the Democral, foFmer
Fairfax County School Board
Chamrman Kris Amundson and
her Republican opponent Scoft
Klein. After serving a tenure on
the school board, it is not hard
o see thal edueation and school
safety will be at the fop of her
agenda.

Creer the years, Amundson
has w::lrke:r hard to prevent

i violence inour schools and -

prove the quality of education.
Amundson has alsosaid that if
elected, she intends to work
with ether legislalors to seek a
wnﬂnrga.n]zrd long term cure
of local traffic headaches
Amundson’s adversary, Re-
publican candidate Scolt Klein
has admitted that our current
transporiation system has iis
Aawes, bt ik Rineel, believes
in Gilmore's plan. Klein also
pupports the increasingly
popular movement towards
telecommuting as a possible so-
lution to problems. In
terms of education and school
gafely, Amundson's Experience
will make it difficult for Klein
to win woters on this issus.
However, he has brought up
the idea of possibly la
a school voucher program in
certain locations

Voters will also be electing
members to the Boand of Su
visors, School Board, and
iff.

s Scan film 1o disk
* Prinl Photos [rom Disks

* Posters. Banners, Lasers from Digital Files

GET THE MOST OUT OF
YOUR COMPUTER!

i

& IMAGTRG CRNTER
DALE PHOT
Bolle Yiew Shopping Conter
15064 Bulic View RBoslevand « Aexandria, Virginia 21408

TOR hivr-9543

“It is inexpensive bot with cooking that is a
cut above most of the compettion™
- Washingtonian Magarine

Dicheg of
India

Fine Indian Cuisine
We Specialize in Curries and “Tandoori” items

WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIAL
$5.95 VEGETARIAN
$6.95 NON-VEGETARIAN

NOW SAT. & SUN. LUNCH BUFFET - §7.85
DINE IN CARRY OUT FREE PARKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

(703) 660-6085

Belle View Shopping Center
1510 Belleview Boulevard, Alexandria VA 22307
At the intersection of Fort Hunt Rd. and Belleview Bivd,

W
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just fhose drinkers.

About 10 million Teens
were drinkers in the US
during 1995, Of these, 4.4
million were hl:;ﬁl drimkers,
almost half, incloding 1.7

million heavy dril:i&'rl

o
o T
h X

aleohol is more convenient,

for it takes less alcohol and
agiigls
the ultimal

: mmwmhﬂ

drink mostly for oceasional

American kidy are
introducad to alcohol ot a
Enﬂ and often by other

of the American way
debatable.

= i ; ﬁ R ) =
e by Testind
. .'.'I "ll ;1 B 1

i
Mt anfortty 50 B

Features

the Music Biz

This summer | had the chance
to folfill ome of my lifelong
dreams. | got an inside look at
the music indusiry.

Like many of my classmates,
I applied for numerous sum-
mer programs. And like many
of my classmates, [ was turned
down by most of them. Being
deried, however, ended up be-
tng one of the best things that
ever happenad to me,

The ¥.E.5. to Jobs program s
a national organization that
linds paid internships in the en-
tertainment industry for minar-
ity high school students. They
accepted me! I've always
wanted to be involved in the
music business, 50 naturally, 1
wias excited. It was no dagy 1ask
however, Ower 100 students
from the DLC. area initially ap-
plied and fifty were then called
back for mterviews with the
program. That number was cut
agmn to twenty-five. Approxe
mately five people were sent to
pach interview, 1 was sent to
Universal Music and Video

1 sal wnom o

tions, where I he
sic before any “outsiders,” and
[ even saw an exclugive
REedman, Methodman movie,

-
T T

dinner with the presidents of

Liles. [saw an tu per-
formance by Dry Hill's 5isqo in

_First Person

Courtney Brown

about the

Distribution (UMYD] in
Lanham, MI. 1 was then mter-
vigwed and selected by EE
goom to be head su incr, B

UMV,

As soon as T was hired, it was
a nor-stop roller coaster ride.
For starters, | had no idea whal
a distribution company was,
and no idea of their place in the
industry. [soon leammed that it
worked like an assembly line.
The label works with an artist
fo make the album, the album
hs{utmniualnpeur[‘ﬂh}' Dis-
tnbution, and the label creates
a marketing plan for the artist.
Mext, Distributions job is o
carry out a marketing plan, as
well as make sure they disinib-
ute the records to the stores.

Although my responsibilities
included a number of things,
cne of my main jobs was to
keep track of concert informa-
tion for every city on the East
coast, from Norfolk to Eastern
Mew Jersey. This included
Fhiladel Pittsburgh, Rich-
mond, Atlantic City, Baltimare
and of course, DLC, 1 worked
hand in hand with the Urban
Musie Speciatists (UMM's), are-
ating; flyers, decorating record
store windows, and calling
stores to check on record sales.

Of course, | also had o occa-
sionally do grunt work, such as
mailings and making copies.
However, my summer job was
hardly all work and no play.
Every day was hilled with a
new surprise. | never wanted fo
leave w came fo an
end around & o'clock. 1 was

ivileged to receive numenus
s before they were released.

ihe conferance room, and even
slatus of the

got A
Bro

chance to
hiold & con-
versation
with
up.

The kst doesn’t stop there.
That same week, 1 Enla“gf? tick-
ets and backstage 4 o seg
the groups Silk and 702. 1

hefped coordinate an exclusive
listening party for MCA
Records, I met Raheel,

{from the hip-hop group the
Roots,} and three guys who [
used fo be in love with, Imma-

ture, now known as IMOY,

As soon ox § was kired, it was a nos-stop roller
coaster ride savr sentor Conrtuey Brown

him—

“7 Courtney Brown Looks Inside

Perhaps my favorite expen-
ence, however, was what they
call “in-stores.” When we had
an in-store; we'd take an anbs
to a couple of record stores
whatever city we were in. and
have them sign autographs.

I got to do an in-store with

and two in-siores with

ap and coming rappers Mem
E.IJ- Bleek and Beanie Segal.
ab Sunday; they rmned at
a I}CLI\"E.E}Imﬂ l:gfrl?;n with

m.

Tenj my summer job s0
woh-that it was really hard to
say good-bye to all the people
I met, The two women |
worked directly with have
adopted me as their little sister,
and 1 talk to them often. 1even
an offer for a job as a col-

v rep next year. If every-
thing goes as planned, in ten
years you'll see me on the eover
of WEDmau[guin&, the Presi-
dent/ the most success-
ful record label ever to exst
Watch out Puff Dadedy!
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Wolve

Wolve
by

As you wander the hallways the week before Homecoming. ¥
compiete with the much-forpotten mall bangs. The next day you ¢
body paind. 11" that time of year sgein, when stodents saddendy 1
game and dance. 1t's Spint Wesk

Although many school-sponsored events are thought of as trte,
in the themate dave of Spirit Week. Pajama Day apd Decades Day
gpinit known by sporting terryieloth bathrobes and platform shoes

Semior Ashley Young smys, ~hy favorice Diecadas Day iz the 8

Even though dressing ug 10 eccenitric costumes domisatea Spin
school activities, including & game of Twistes or a ple-cating conte
lelt nrobmd campus, bal also by the cheers and crowds that surmo

Perhaps the most thnlling part of Spint Week, at lzast for
upperclastmen, |5 When the junior and semios girls can duke out U
class rivalryon the foothall Neld. Otherwise known as Powder P
uppercliss females dtypscally train for (wo weeks in order o comyg
gt their opposing grade in the all-girl football geme.

Avccording to Jumior Jemny Charlton, "] can't weady uat] Posodes P
It will be lote of fun, and I hope we bear the seaiors!™

The climax of Spirit Week is reached with the pep rally, whic
traditionally held on the Friday of the Homecoming foothall ga
The gym is filled with echoes from exuberant students whe are pa
enticipating the big pagme, but whoare mosily relieved tobe dismis
early from their last pernod class. The hghlight of the pep mily
eourse, 18 the Tively perfiormance of the All-bMale Dl Team.
entrance of the upperclass mabes, disguisod as drill team member
makeup and skirts, |s immediately Mollowed by the laughtes of o
felloww classmates.

Wear

Enber

Many have wondered why the once popular trend of spo
The good of' days of "Grease” have ceased, girls no longer +
2 letter jacket. Why has such an old school tradition almos!

Druring s
i ander ar
ating class
el iy
a8 fhe kind
the sides o
engraved,
in an ophic
pressng &
thase avail
where shag
in the fadl
cost is paje

Senior S
first in h

Letter jac
hard fo fin
thedr royal
can cosl ug
student for
ber in one-
front of th
Potomac h

junior Li
1P and :
student wi
Pl im 1M
] Em:l: a

von ih

Denwimg by Blick Dheutsch

trends are slowly coming back, and msay . m +.n|ung_qd.1.-nn
Every year we watch to see if school spirit will move b

puzzled many, as students kry to figure out if the school is i
spirit” traditions.



e Pride
bavies

roup of girls decked out in leather miniskirts, their hair cimped and
|a group of rowdy guys, who are covered head to loe m blue and white
Ives anxions o show some school pride in honor of the Homecoming

ad Taculty members alike look forward to expressing their onginality
25 among West Potomac students, who are enibisastic to ke their

wou can imitate Madonga and the other BOs ek stars.™
my stidents opt o join their classmates in the more AMHUNCHONI I0-
salarity of uch events is apparent not only by the remains of pie crosts
wiea dhering Iunch time

r Spirit

fer jackel or wearing a class ring has somehow turmed sour
boyiriend’s class ring on a chain, and most jocks don’t wear
mhinct?
he sophomore year in high schoel, 10th graders are allowed
waclass ring. The ring is supposed to symbolize the gradu-
nt belongs to, and the ring provides several options o ex-
pits, The color , cut, and size of stone can be arranged as well
1you would like to have placed underneath if desired. Tm
a Fairfax County Jogo and West Potomac Wolverine will be
student decides to pick one of the several options provided
. Designs such as & sport you are involved in, aymbaols ex
ecific religion, or flags representing heritage are jost a few of
it who order their ring, do so during lunch periods in school,
itted for size and pay a down-payment. Rings finally arrive
15 juniors, where the balance of the :pprn:inmte‘.‘y %130.00
the ring s laft for the student to enjoy.
said, Wdﬁﬁﬁmhﬁmhemtmm!mﬁqm,mlm'ﬁdw
have & CUT black onyx stone placed inside of it.”
th don’t even come close to the popularity of class rings, are
Potomac. Bul shen spotied, they are unmistakable, with
i exterior and white leather sleeves. Letter Jackets, which
1. are adormed with the “WP* varsity letler earned, by the
activities, mostly sports. Once a student has received a let-
wey will receive a pin or charm to attach to the letter on the
for each year they continge that activity. However, West
wed up on this tradition for 2 while.
remembers, " My sister was a graduate of West Folomac in
b wear her letter jacket all the time along with every other
od the school. It was definitely something every had.
‘est Potomac lacks in that school spirit. You would be hacky
ring & letter jacket in the hallways."
sdent does not nesd these items 1o have school spinit, these
e n%pcmﬂm to buy rings and jackets
e “Saved By the Bell” days. West Potomac has dt'ﬁl'l.'li.lfa
ppical” high school, and participate in many of the “school-

ine Pride!

Crossword Puzzle Questions

Down

1. In school gathering, Uste
Friday before Homecoming.

{two words)
AcToss 2. Days before Homecoming when
students dress up in different
1. Spirited Junior and Senior girls ways. (two words)
play in the game, Girle in sports teams use food
{hwo words) and candy in bags called
2. A particular mood or emotional to ratse team-mates’ spirils. .
state characterized by vigor and {iwa words)
animation; strong loyalty or 4 Po fast feod hang out
dedication. after West Potomac football
3. Name of the Wolverine Mascol. fAmes,
4. Group that gets the crowd spirited 5, Cuter-wear used to ﬁglny
at football games. participation in sports
5. When students use vandalism activities.
to promote their school {cld school tradition, almost ex-
{hwro words) timct )
&, Car school's colors. &, Students show spirit by painting

{three words, alphabetical order) West Polomac’s .




Pragnant?
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We'd Like to be Your Friend

HOPE
703-535-2020

HOPE is HOPE
a pregnancy counseling offers friendship and
service staffed by trained HOPE counseling free pregnancy
and caring volunteers for belongs to no party or test prenatal, childbirth
. any women faced with a special interest group, and childcare programs.
problem pregnancy, abso but is nonsectarian and Medical and legal assistance
lutely confidential, available to persons of maternity and baby clothes
and nonpolitical. all faiths. All our complete adoption information

counseling information
and assistance
and even baby furniture.

services are free.
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Summer of Danger

Accidents Plague Theme Parks Across the Nation

Allyson Larrick
Wire Reporier

For most people, the last summer of
the century was an exciting one. [t was
filled with beaches, swimming pools,
fireweorks amd fun. But for others, it was
the sumumer of tragedy.

Agcording to People B azine, (here
are 750 amusement parks in the United
Btates, Atfendence this year reached a

On August 22,
12-year-old
Joshua Smurphat
fell over 100 feet
to his death
after falling out
of the restraints of
a 207-foot freefall ride
called the Stunt Tower.

record-high 300 million people. That
figure is up 20% since the begimning of
the decade. In 1998 alomne, amusement
park accidents accounted for 4,500 trips
to the emergency room and 4 [atalities.
The number of accldents have risen 607
in the past 4 years and amusement park
accicents this summer have the country
in a state of unrest. = :
The first in a fong line of rollercoaster
aceidents was that of 28-year-old Valeria
Cartwright. Cn March 21, Cartwright
on the Roaring Rapids ride al
Six Flags Over Texas after her rafl
caught on a pipe at the bottom of the
man-made river and over. The

other eleven riders on ighil’s raft
survived, including her brother
DeWayne.

Five months later, in a similar but
unrelated accident, a family of four and

four other passengers were tI'EFF-Ed
wnder an overturned raft al Riverside

Park in Agawam,
Massachusetts. Fortunately,
all riders survived.

On the boardwalk in Ocean
City, Mew Jersey & ear-

other and her 8-yvear-old
danghter were killed while
riding the Wild Wonder
rollercoasier. On the way up
to the firet drop, their car
unexpectedly released from
the liner of cars and the woman
and her dauoghter were
efected, hitting the ride’s steel
gupport beams and dying
imstamndiy.

Om June 11, in Coney Island,
MNew York a falling piece of
scenery caused the death of 17-
year-old Madine Ceban on a
ride called the OSuper =
Himalmya. A

At the Great America park in
Santa Clara, California yet
another accident ocourred. On
August 22, 12-year-old Joshua
Smurphat fell over 100 feet to
his death after falling out of the 8
restraints of a 207-foot fresfall @
ride called the Stunt Tower.

In Brisiol, Connecticul g
Matthew Henne, a 16-year-old 2
amusement park worker was
killed after falling from & R

form and bemn jally
fmnmhed by a :ﬂmgt::m the
Tornado at ithe Lake

Compounce amusement park. His
m{uﬁw file a Suif against the E;—In,
but the park counters the Matthew
erossed a safety line before the ride had
come to a complete stop.
At nnrb}rnKTng‘ﬁ Dominion, twenty-
Timothy Fan was killed after
alling from the Shockwave
rollercoaster. After close inspection,
efficials and the Hanower County
ff sakd Fan intentionally slipped

“out of his harmess,

Weeks later; on the Shockwave again,
I3-year-old Eamon M T 1&5.:red
From the ride after he thought his salety
restraints were oo loose. Luckily, he

landed on a catwmalk, suffered a minor

11

knee injury and walked to the bottom
of the ride and met the ride’s tor,

West Potomac students have a variety
of feslings on the issue of the safely of
rollereoasters. Some students are
indilferent whereas others show
genuine concem.

Sophomore Fatrick Harmer said,
“Going on the rides is kind of sketchy,
bt I'm still gomng to ride them.”

Junior A n O'Choa had similar
feelings when he said, “T'm not scared
at all, I'll go on them amyway.”

However, some sludents are more
concerned about the summer's

Theill sesbers enjay the.
Thp Gun roller coaster at

Senior Tia Dandridge said “T loved
raollercoasters before all of the
e humq;ruhmhﬁ'r'nlﬂ d, sayi

i b B ey
'Tﬁmﬂﬂnnﬁsﬁnﬂﬁﬂ!pﬁ#ﬁmﬂtﬂp
on some rides.” ;

Although your chances o on i
mthrmulerm abouf 1 in 43 mallion,
laws 1o mandate state inspection of
rides and certification of theme park
wotkers are being debated in California.
Members of Congress are also
proposing legislation lo. bring
amusement park rides back under
federal r_'untmrus they were before 1981.

Vital Signs..

Vitamins: Are You Getting What You Need?

M Chadbourn
'tre Reporier

1f you're the kind of per-
son whao is able to el 3 10 5
servings of vegetables and
fruits, generous amounts of
meat and dairy products, and
6 to 11 servings of grains ev-
eryday. you don'l have much
to worry about. Vitamin
supplenvents are ideally for
those needing certain nutri-
ents and proteins that are
lacking in their diets, which
the body needs each day for
normal metabolism and
growth.

Many are prescribed or
recommended to use vitamin
supplements when going

through periods of growth,

suffering from medical condi-
tions, when participating in
sporis, or when their diets
don’t inclode enough proteins
of nutrients. Vilamins are es-
sential for our general well-be-
ing and the nor-
mal functioning
of our bodies.
When the body ia
not obtaining the
needed amount
of nutrents, they
mst be supphied
in the diei or
throogh vitamin

thirteen known
vitarmins thal are
required to keep
the body healthy
and prevent sickness. Vitamins

metabolizm, converting fat and
carbohydrates into energy, and
asgisting in the formation of
borne and tissue, With few ex-
ceptions, the bady cannot
manufacture or synthesize

said, * Tkmow 'm not gettng

enough proteins inmy diet be-

cause I'm a vegelarian, so |

make sure | take 5 vitamin ev-
day”

The Federal Drug Ad-
ministration
(FDA) started to
prepare “Rec-
ommendied D=
cia Allow-
ancss” (RDA) im
1540 of vilannins
and nuirients
the average per-
gon should in=
¢lude in their
daily diets. This
RDA is a helpful
guide for mak-

ing sure you in-

these needed vitamins and they  clude the right foods and

must be supplied by outside

proper nutritional require-

are necessary for regulating  cources. Senior Shannon Milan  ments in your diet. Used asa

reference found on food labels
and nutritional bocks, the RDA
can be a beneficial source to re-
view and to determine what
you should be consuming in
your everyday meals, and if
there are certain aspects of your
diet that are scarce in proteins
and nutrients. If soit might be
advantageous lo leok into tak-
ing vitamin supplements.
Evidence shows vitamin
supplemenis are only needed
when certain shortfalls in your
diet prevent you rom getting
the proper proteins or nutri-
ents, or when sickness impedes
your health. As long as you
make sure generous smounts
of vegetables, fruits, dairy
products and meats are in-
cluded it your diet, you should
be able to get along without
taking vitamin supplemerits.

ﬂ;:-mber 15 1900
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Entertainment

Nine Inch Nails

Five Years In the Making, Does Reznor Still Have It?

Five years in the making, the new
ine Inch Mails double CT b
a lot to live up 1o, Fans and critics alike
have been eagerly awaiting the newest

ropect from Trent Reznos, the drivin
of Nine Inch MNails, "By far the bes
recopd I've ever done,” proclaims
Reznor which heightened the anlticipa-
tion surrounding the September 21sf re-

lease. The CTD may disappoint a few

to volumes. In doing this it shows how
far he has come in the making of
records, The two CDs in The Fragile are
an interesting medley of styles.
Reznor captures sounds that are
strictly Nine Inch Nails, while oth-
ers go off combining music genres
previcusly unenplored. This varia-
tion between the songs stylistically

ig oneof the s

swilches from loud, overpowering gui-
tar to dark, gloomy piano entangled
with crisp vocals,

CD REVIEW
Kelly Beyer

Phch Natl i fypicaily
neh Nails is typica
-:hara:ter:i:?dph}l dis-
torted vocals, electronic
elements, and leng in-
troductions with abrupt
endings. Unfamiliar
technical aspects
present in the record in-
dude bold piano med-
leys, wioling, Buddhist
chanting. and even a
marching band, This al-
bum dilfers from past
pecords-of his due to the
fact that it imcludes
breaks between songs,
“Allowing the tor
breathe”, wriles Time

:ﬁr first released
tor radio E}' Was
“Starf*kers, Inc.”. This
song is unmistakably
Mine Inch Mails, an
glactro-metal sound
similar to thal found on
“Pretty Hate Machine”
released In 1989 and
“The Downward Spi-

In This Together”, possessed a different

Reznor demonstrates the range of his
musical talent fully on this CD, In fact,
save d few notes here and there, Resihor
wrole and played the majority of what
is on the album. He also co-produced it
on his record label, Mothing Eecords
which features such acts as Manlyn
hiansomn.

Atcnn:lmg te Rofling Stone magazine,
several puedt musicians ar on the
0 with Rernoe  These includas Mike
Garson piandst for David Bowie, Ki.nﬁ
Crimson guitarist, Adrian Belew, an
Ministry drummer, Bill Rieflin. Al-
though Eernor is the one man that
makes up Mine Inch Nails he does hire
musicians that towr with him such as;
Charlie Clouser Jerome Dillon, Eobin

Finck, and Lohner. %
ml:y_m’a:mlnmn up Mine Inch

sets Trenl apart from other bands. I
shll feel like 1 don't fit i anywhere™,
satd Reznor to Time A ire.

The Fragile wus # t project for
Reznor and after going through all his
musical endeavers he produced an ex-
cellent album. The variations in the mu-

siC the listener interested and ea-
to sse where Reznor is going with
e song. The mood of the od was per-

escribed when he said, "It was
pi

music is the recent Columbine massa-
cre. Reznor calls the blaming of mu-
sic, Imm"“r and I:llurrinﬁ the
W of reality and fantasy. ['don™
have messages of Go kill yourself or
Don't kill yourself in my music,
sle have to be given credit and
responaibility for their own actions.™
Time magazne was told by Reznor

in the 1999 jsaue.
Though The Frugide is a change
from most of his ofher works it best
described when Beznor spoke to Tume
magazine saymg; “The Fragile is a jour-
ney out of & place of desperation. l:ilumn
are theends of optimism™. Certamnly
these “threads” will prove beneficial (o
Reznor's career as we look forward for

the next halo.

long ttme fans of the band since it issaid  characteristic, more of an alternative ut not being afraid,”

io be not traditional Nine Inch Nails.  vibe with whiny vocals piercing  Reznorhas inkons about mu-
The Fragile -halo fourteen originally  through the heavy percussion and sic and resents politicians who blame
had 45 songs but had Io be cut down to  interfudes of e rifts. An inte music for violent outbursts within the
3 tracks spread over two CDs, Reznor ~ 8ingle, “The Day The World Went  soial cultures of youths today. One in
categorizes his cds by “halos” similar Away”, is more of an eclectic mix. It papticular being Glamed s & sesalt of

'Entelq t}]-e Wﬂrld “In our little fishing village of Yoroido, 1 lived in what ture. A geisha is defined as a “Japanese girl who

I called a “tipsy house'. It stood near a chiff where the s trained to provide entertaining and light-

wind off the ocean was always blowing, As a child it hearted company, fally for a man or group

Of a seemed o mo as if the ocean had t a terrible of men.” Author Arthur Golden, however,

cold, becatse il was always wheezing and there would makes it evident that a geisha is so much moere.

. be spells when it let out a huge sneexe-which is to say Despite some Western beliefs, a geisha is by no

Japanege Gelgha“_ there was a burst of wind means a prostifule.

with a tremendous i ¢ t'nlﬂt-!ﬂal_n n:;&z;

An Enchanting Must-Read spray And %0 e enter It will draw you into the world ity Golden pro-

ayoung Japanesegiiwho  Of the geisha and leave you with rmi:uﬁ an mmgmg]ip

livesinasmallfishing vil-  gho desire to learn more about  Scription of 2 geisha's

lage with her dying ' . ; significance in !:fmmue

mother and aging father this captivating lifestyle. society. A geisha's pur-

In an pcl of desperalion, o —— pose is to entertain men

Chiyao's father is foroed to : through clever conver-

sell his two daughters, whe are uprooted from their sation and artistic performances. For these

“tipsy house™ and sent to the city of Kyoto. Because highly disciplined women, looks are everything

ﬂ[mheaut}r Chiyo is sent to an okiya where she will and grace and wit a essenlial. Geisha are re-

be trained fo pursue o caneer as a |apanese geisha, quired to attend schoaling 1o learn proper be-

while her older sister is sold MTos-thﬁnn. Chiye's havior including everything from pouring tea
lifie is intricately traced from her clumsy days ascorned and sitting properly to dancing, singing and
servant to her life as a renowned Kyolo geisha. playing the shamisen. Golden spent ten years
During Chivo’s initial years in the okiya she is sabo- studying geisha in Japan and hence describes
by Hatsamome, the beautiful but villainows ges- the astounding lifestyles of Kyolo geisha both
sha that she lives with. She is scormed by the =
Book Review F
celt, but Chiyo, whose name is later changed to |
Sayuri, overcomes her rival with the help of dis- Elissa Milanowski =
tinguished grisha, Mahema Mahema takes young
searches for a special man that she desires to spend tures the heartache, the fendships, the betrayal
her life with. and the romance invalved in Sayuri's life so well
Throughout the novel, the reader receives much in- that it seems almost unbelievable that this char-

mother of the okiva, who tells her that she will
Sayun under her wing, and helps her to build 2 strong accurately and intensely. The view into the heart
sight into the traditions and rituals of the geisha cul- acter is a work of fiction.

never make amything of her life, Her career be-
comes seriously threatened by Hatsumomo's de-

reputation within the community. Sayuri goes on lo and soul of Sayuri is remarkable considering that
in confidence through her work and throughitall anAmerican man wrote this best-seller. He cap.

ARTHON |
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Entertainment

End of Concert Season for Fort Reno

Meghan Deaver
Esmtertairomrent Edifor

.

Stage where Fugazi goi their start

An empty stage is what is left of Fort Reno Park’s
conceri season. hout the months of June, July,
and August, the park has served as a site for the lo-
cal music scene for about 30 ;

Located at 39th Street and Fessenden, in Washing-
ton [.C, FLReno park is the closest concert place oul
of the Fatriot Center, Merriweather Post Pavilion,
R.FE. Stadium and the MCI center..not to mention
that the concerts are FREE! A few miles past

wn, the park is easy to find and for
who choose not 1o drive the park is accessible by the
Tenleytown Metro stop (red line). The local area has
much to offer, with restaurants such as Armands
Pizza and Starbucks within reach along with other
stores for different uses as well.

Shows are held every Mﬂ-l'ldl;;‘nd Tuesday ﬂ;ﬂl
from 7:00 pm o %30 High School garage bands,
first time acts, 5i and unsigned bands are just a
few of the performances seen on the stage. Even na-
tion wide artist preformed their first
shows at Pt.Reno, and it a point to come back
By to play, This year was wrapped up
Fuﬂgwmﬁ:rhn the last show, mul;l:ﬂpmn ﬂmu‘%
it rained they played ing their dedication to
cmmmﬁﬂ...b;uwemh;dr was cut short hal
way through due to lightnin

ﬂnlj'rnlsuiﬂul{?ukg‘mmglmhﬂlmm
aleohol, and no drugs. ﬂlmeﬁmmnﬁm
the park serves as a nice, casual, lai ace 1o
be entertained. The stage is & nt one, located
m1h=nﬂ4i:ﬂeuiaah$:wld surrounded by a few

trees. of all ages come to gather al concerts,
Emnmgewmupﬁﬂ'iﬂl ﬁ:a:rchﬁdun right

next o the crowd of teenager punks. They
chairs, blankets and their pets 1o watch the shows
even have room to breathe due to the wide spacious
area unlike other concert halls.

When not in concert season, the park is the place for
apccer games, joggers, bikers, and even tourists
FLReno has been standing since the Ciwvil War. The
area is known to have the st elevation in the Dis-
trict and the fort itself is 429 feet tall, just 125 feel
shorfer than the ‘r'-‘u&hn;l&lton Monument, In 1853 the
fort was built by the 119th Pennsylvania Regiment as
one of the many forts that surrounded the Washing-
ton area to fight agains! Confederate troops. The area
that the Union protected with the help of the fort is
now today’s Nebraska and Wisconsin Avenues. Pres-
ently the fort is maintained by the National Park Ser-
vice and is undergoing construction for restorations.

While Fort Reno has this history, mest people just
know it as a great place to hang out. From soccer

mmmtduﬁﬁﬂlfemfmmﬂng" their swing,
ﬂmﬂﬁmn}.ﬂmlmdh utiful sur-

roundings, everyone is welcome to enjoy the atmo-
sphere.

13

Dixie Chicks Going
New Places,
with new CD Fly...

The second | heard “If I Fall Ypu're Going Dow
With Me,” | was hooked. Hooked on the Dixie
Chicks was something I never thought 1 would be.
Their first major label CD), Wide Open Spaces didn't
make much of an impression on me. Sure, unes
like “1 Can Love You Better” and “There's Your
Trouble” were catchy and fun, but they got old—
fast.

For a group that came out with their first major
hhldhumnnlylymngﬂ,ﬂmmi!ﬂﬁthhﬂﬂ
come & long way. Fly, the follow-up lo their first

Kell Maer@

album, is guite impressive. The new album is a
mixture of fast songs, such as "Bin Wagon," and
slow songs, such as “Without You.” There are also
songs that are both fast and slow, such as “Hello
Mr. Heartache.”

The cover booklet is a good introduction to the
CD. The first thing [ noticed about the booklet was
how colorful it was. In & way, the album
“golorful” as well—it paints many images of flight.
Thie booklet is full of fun pictures of Natalie, Martie,
and Emily--pictures of them ona swing in brightly
colored dresses and pictures‘of them riding on
rockets. The fun that the Dixie Chicks seem to be
having carries over into their music. The booklet
and all of the songs are unique and distinctive. Trust
me, you have not heard these songs before.

“Good-bye Ead,” an abusive husband murder
song is bound to gel some criticism from critics due
to the nature of its contenl. The Drixie Chicks tried
to make a serious issue more lighthearted by
including a quip below the lyrics to the song: “The
Dhixie Chicks do not advocate premeditated murder,
but love getting even.”

A lot of times, I purchase a CD because | really
like the first song off of the album. Afer] get home
and listen to the rest of the afbum, 1 discover that
the only good song on the album is the one thal

me bo buy the CD in the first place. That
was how | felt with Wide Open Spaces. 1 liked the
songs they played on the radio, but the unpromoted
songs were nothing to get excited about. But Fiy is
different. Every song is developed and has a full
sound, complete with strong vocals, harmony, and
flaltering solos. Any one of the fourteen songs from
Fly could be a hit single.

What you have with Fly is an album that is
twangier, more energetic, and just plain better than
their first. You may ask: How can you compete with
the success of Open Spaces? Well bet's just say
that Fly is a pretty good encore, sure to open up
some even wider spaces for the Dixie Chicks.
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Thanks to all my West Potomac students!

MIKE WARD (703) 250-3333
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New Owner Brings Change to Redskins

Brett Banes
Wire Reporter

For Eedskins fans, any
change in the organization i
welcomed with open arms.
Letl's face it, the Redskins have
been horrible.  They've been
horrible for nearly an entire
decade. Mot since the 139]
season, when they won the
Super Bowl, have the Bedskins
even made the playoffs. The
Bush administration was still In
affice the last time Redskin fans
had something to cheer for,
Well, one fan is determined to
do something aboul it. His
name is Daniel Snyder, the

Washington Redskins’ new
OWNET.

Daniel Snyder says he has
been & die-hard Redskins
Fapatic since he was 8 young
boy.  For those who were not
cenvinced, perhaps his eight-
hundied million dollar
purchase of the franchise made
them believars. His purchase
of the Washington Redskins is
the most money ever spent for
an American sports franchise.
However, a transaction as
monomental as this creates a
debt, a rather large debt
actually, and in order for
Smyder to profit, or merely
break even, he must quickly
return the organization back to

its winming tradition.
When Snyder took over as
owner, he immediately fired

most of the front office

including general manager
Charles Casserly. Head coach
Marv Turner certatnly feels the
pressure of urgency. Many
speculated whether he too
would be fired along with
Casserly in the off-season, bul
Snyder has made no move in
that direction..yet. Already,
Snyder has lost several
veterans to free-agency and
expansion. He has made
drastic personnel moves such
as firing offensive linemen Joe
Patton, and signing veteran
Irving Fryar, bringing him out

of retirement. Snyder has

shown interest in going after d i

such high profile players as
loey Galloway, and runnng
back Barry Banders. Jack
Kent Cooke Stadiumi,
named for the former
owner of the Redskins, ;. §
has had ils. name g
changed to Redskins g
Stadium. Improveéments
in the box seuts have
been made in hopes of
selling more tickets, and new
advertisemeants appear
throughout the stadium.
Through action already
tabken, Daniel Snyder has made
it clear that the coaching staff
and personnel are under the

gun. If he is dissatistied,
appropriate actions will be
taken in order to protect
his investment., Will these
changes be enough to make this
[ranchise a powerhouse once
again? Redskin fans sure hope
50, but only time will tell. It's
hard o imagine thet they could

el much worse,

Wolverine Football Striving to End Skid Against Hawks

Joe Caponio
Wire Reporler

The West Polomac varsity football
team is off 1o & rough start with &
record of 3-3(0-3 in district]. De-
spite disappointing losses at
Annandale, West & Id, and
Robinson, the Wolverines lead the Pe-
triot District in scoring, with 195

ints. The Wolverines don't seem to
mu lost & step on the offense even
with the losses of nanning back De-
von Adams and quarterback Carlton
Phalps. This is moutly because of the
job tﬁ! Geoff Todd and Jamal Mills

are doing to pick up the slack of the
d BefibOfh-

e of the team that is geiting
the hi Mhm&uﬁeﬂwﬁw.
Several different players are saying

how the line plays such a great role in

time needed to leamn the offense, espe-
cially with three new starters. We have
g-nag strength and good size.”

The season opened at home against
arch-rival Mound Vernon after nearly
threa weeks of summer practice, Mount
Vernon got off to & pretty start in
the first quarier, and hung with the
Wolvermes for the first 15 minutes, with
the score fied at 14. But that was all the
Majors eould accomplish, a5 West

Potomac finished the game by scom
47 unanswared points. The Egﬁm
the game was ing yardage - the

Wolverines had three players with 85 or
more yards reshing. After the 61-14 win
over Moun! Yernon, the Wolverines
wiere off 1o Yorktown where they got off
to another show starl. Yorkiown scored
13 points in the first quarter, but like the

& week earbier, they were shut
down by the tenacious Wes! Polomac
defense over the final three guarters,

the Walverines was a huge challenge
apainst Annandale. The Atoms wers
riding an emotional high, celebrating
'“ﬁﬁfm of football and playing in
front of 2500 fans, 200 of them former
players. The here geemed to fuel
the Atoms, as they ed the Wolver-
imes their first loss of the season.
Coming off the loss to Annandale, the
Wolverines suffered another biow, los-
ing to the West Springfield Spartans 10-
7. The Wolverines continued their
downward spiral, losing at Robinson

despite a valiant fourth quarter run al a
comeback.
The Wolverines take on the Hayfield
Hawks this week for the homecoming
.11 i@ must win situation if they
are to have any hope of making the
layoffs. This game has added i .
Eﬂm because it would keep Hmmm
verines above the 500 mark, Wesl
Potomac has never had a losing season
and the team has no intention of mak-
ing this the first,

I

5838 Columbla Pike, Falls Church
A 22041 {703} B2D-3333
Fay: (T03) 820-3332

7629 Richmond Hwy . Alexandria
a. 22506 (703) TE5-0400

the success of the team. Junior Jeading the Wolverines to victory. Faoc (703, 165-59.18
Marques Coffie said, “The offensive A fter consecutive wins h:rau:'tgun-
i:mpl:j.-“su_ug:mﬁmtmhmjﬂﬂp'- son, The Wolverines were ready to take 135641 Minnieville Fd ., Dals City |
ing our ruAnNIng mu threat.” This o Washington-Lee. But they had to - Wa 22 193 (T03) 383- 1997
idea seems to be sha coach John it a day, as the game was pushed F o A Fax: (T07) 585- 1996
Howerton, who said, “The offensive  pack due to stormy weather. the
line has good potential, although it pame was fmally played, West Potomac
meeds some work. Bul there is a lot of rolled over their opponent. Up next for L — — —-
g 3 E M““_ ‘
z P Ptite SHaivoliplits POIMERNYIDED
the
g Conv THE VIDEO SUPERSTORE Blossom Sh op
TES-4744 1700 Pedaviow Bhd - inc.
TAE-4T4S Alezanddia, Virginia EXNYT 13097 Lea Jackson Hay, 1628-A Balle View Bled.
- Fairfax, VA 22003 Alexandria, 'H'a';m .
(703) 635-1114 {703) TEE-267 908 Fart et Paac -t
Hollin Hall Shell
Th Locarel in the 356 iy e June Cola
% itft Hollin - Hall Al VAT VAR billion Dnlfar Salies Clab
Shupping Center i o A SR
Tom Harvey s nr.e CHifes for Every Ciocashon =
Anil Every Ape PARDGE
00 Pt Lluint Rl The Expesience Al Cuamesy A LTA KA m
TE2E Forl Hunt Aoad (703) 7853722 Abesanichivy, VA 21108 H RAHAM
Alaxandra, VA 22308 Fax [703) T68-5315 {I0%) dRAS0 = Mﬂgﬁmﬁlww G
Fax (703) 6608551 ¥ iy
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Field Hockey Takes Strides to Improve

Erika Benitez
Wire Reporter
i youssked the field hockay
team about their record two
weaeks ago, they'd probably tell
you that their hard efforts just
weran't payir EIT Beginni
WP field hc-{:h:e],r taarn was off
toa dissappointing start. Sui-
ing losses fo Lake Braddock
and TC Wilkiarns, Coach Carol
Horton said,  The girls
oubplayed teams at the
ning of the sesson but in a low
ecoring game the final score
didn't always show it.” How-
ever, with & dramatic turn
around, the team has earned
themselves a current spot as

gecond place in the district
On Priday, October 1.the

Lady Wolverines beat the

Annandale Aloms 2-0. This vic-

In addition to their rise over
Annandate, the Varsity field
hockey team had a winning
streak against 4 more teams.

- W gl
_r_-_ Al _"_""-h_-_ =
g Mlangorsks
ﬁﬂmL}ﬁtFﬁﬂhﬂmwﬂsﬁM#ﬁm:w

101 Katie Beal, on a cornerir
the last second of the game
Leading the team in owertime
Serior, Brin Sixemith scored ir
1 mimite and 24 seconds.

This years Varsity fisle
hockey team has definanty
proved themselves worthy of ;
sth competition. With a 5-!

district, the mem
bﬂrsufﬂlemtj Figld
team are excbed abowt  taking
the team to the regional tour
mtgﬂ%pﬂﬁmhardmu
it pays i Cur pames,” sa
mmhﬁ]chﬂleH-:-ﬁm:mn&
Vicki Robeila.”
Coach Horton says, © We'n

onarcll and playing well, com:

tory boosted the teams ralings; Last Piday, in thier exdiing see us |:|Ia§ for our last hopm

Ammndalehadprenml‘y B,
undefeated in the district

win over the Robinsmm Eams,
West Polomac scored, by jun-

Robella Vaults Her Way to The Top

Mary Robb Teague
Business Manager

Seven years of experience,
twelve months of training a
year, geven months of compe-
titions, and 22 hours of practice
2 week has chaped freshmnn
Chrisfine Fobella, into an in-
aedible gymnast

Robella placed first in state
competitions in Virginia Beach,
first in regronals in Allandown,
Pa..and in naticnals
held in Avatin, TX. Azalevael 9
ata Las Vegas competition, she
placed first in finals on fAoor
routines as well,

At home. at Capital G
tica in Burke, Va., Kobella holds
her position as a level 10 { one

step bedow an 01 "efite”- gym-
nast who train for possible
MNympic placement). Her
group consists of %

all between the ages of 12 a.nd
17. Their typical practice
{events pending) begins with
an hour on the vault, an hour
on floor rou-

Hnes, an hour

. Mot
rrmmbﬁ her at age 10, whan
Robella proved her skill with 40
pull ups for physical fitness
testing at Stratford Blernentary
School. Beyond her PiJ.I'L_'i-'S'lEil

iliby, Robella er dhis-
;Ekphne't}r and mmgmw
through de-
votion. This

on beam. an
hour on bar,

“It's a very

winter, West
Potomar's

and 45 min- dEIIIﬂTIl:HIIE sport, Gymnastic
i e onci”  and can be stressful e P
ing includes sometimes.” efits of her
focus on indi- devotion as
vidual skills well,
and endurance drills, such a5 Robella plans to follow in the
push ups, running, cranches, v-  foolsteps of her older brother,
ups, and ropes. John Robella, who competed
Anyone who knows Fobella  for the WP Gymnastic Team as

could easily say that her

At the Heri

Crew

8503 Fort Hunt Road

Come to the Crew Team Potluck Dinner on Sunday, October 17th at 6:00
Presbyterian Church

Amt:atwa: S}m’semted

"'I'

panie nexk

ter for her frst high schoof ses.
son a8 8 freshman. Her initia)
goal is to someday receive e
scholarship for tics, bul
today she is focusing on het
skills in competition.

Laat vear, after froam
& stress fracture in her groin
end inflammation in he
ankles, ghe mizsed her whols
season. ' It's & very demand.

sport, and can be stresdfu
uﬁl;'u':ﬁmza." said Robella. Bul
recew hat she's back on thebars
her attention has tumed to
ward perfection. * Tt's never as
a3 it Jooks," she saya.
hatever challenges this
©ATS SeaS00 A Robelle
}Iwﬂ.lheread Jor the ot Wk
look 'Fcrmran:l to cheering her on
this winter!

.n.ﬁn;nﬂri;l'ltruwl.lh

Other Datog: - ;W: s i, ll;l'rﬁn
Wintar Training Beginas Monday, December Gth s “T t improve, not win it all.
Crew Wreath Sale Ba-g:ns Movember 27th the team becamz more Looking towards next year
Spring Practice Begins Monday February 21st ve and friendly.” as.oneof much strength, the
This will have a positive girls are prepared for an
effect o' the team next year.  even bether soason.

October 15 1999




