The Wire

Online:

wpwire.com

THE

POTR

| dnsa cober 3, 2007

Photo by Hooff Cooksey

Carmine Galassa/KRT

SGA Elections: Nat as Simple as an ‘X’

Emily Kuhbach & Sam McCann

Copy Editor & I}.Taw;’ Eldstor

Student Governmenrt Association (SGA) leaders
are elected in a process that emphasizes “special
care given to maintaining the integrity and security
of the voting process,” according to the SGA
Constimtion. Formal protocols and what actually
happens in one of out school’s oldest processes da

not match up today.

One issue revolves around the creaton of offices
not outlined in the Constitution, such as Histotian
and Class Representative, which have become a
fixture of student government. In addition, in the
past few years, co- and associate offices have also

been created.

This issue arese when former Junior Class Vice
President Dever Carney could not fulfill her duties
because she was not enrolled in the Leadership
class. This almost caused an entire makeover of
the junior class government. When administrators,

class sponsot Sandra Bobe, and the junior class
officers met to discuss the mattet, “The original plan was to take everybody
out of office,” said Carney. They ultimately decided to install Dereck
Parada, Carney’s former opponent, as “Co-Vice President” with Carney.
Before the incident with Carney, co-offices had not been an issue since
2005 when seniors Mike Howell and Thao Do ran in a “very close” race
for class president, said SGA sponsor Joan Reynolds. “The first time [T
counted the ballots| they were within five, with one of them winning,
The second time, they were within three with the other one winning. So,
1 counred them again, and it came out that it was an eight-point margin.
I went in to Mrs. Vesilind and said, ‘Do you want me to do a fourth
count?” and she said, ‘Well, let’s go with two out of three [counts]” But
it was a different count each time,” said Reynolds. “Tidon’t know who
exactly won; you just do the best you can do” The conflicting results led
Reynolds to name Mike Howell and Do “Co-Presidents,”
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Left: Joan Reynolds meets with Leadership students. Right: Seniors Mohammed
Chouat and Forrest Cox observe Leadership class from the back of the room.

A total of 63 laptops were stolen from our school last year, accounting for over
$65,000 in losses. This theft is still under police investigation.
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Laptop Theft Plagues School

Mariya Ilyas
Managing Editor

Between August 2006 and August 2007, 63
laptops wete stolen from our school. With
each laptop costing approximately $1,300
each, the school lost over $65,000. That 1s
63 fewer laptops for students to utilize in
out classes. When materials vanish, so do
oppottunities.

Generally speaking, school theft is not a
newissue in Fairfax County. Everything from
dry etase markess to expensive laptops and
L.CD projectors have disappeared beyond
school doors. However, our school accounts
for majotity of the theft in the county. “T've
filled out more paperwork for missing items
in the last two years than I did the entire five
yeats before,” said School-Based Technology
Specialist Ms. Zina FPacemire,

How could four full carts of laptops have
gone astray? This larceny was filed with the

police, County Security, and the County
School Security. Police reports cannot be
obtained because the theft is “still under
investigation,” said Principal Rima Vesilind.

Fairfax County Police do not report back
to the school with any new information they
find out. Once the culprit is found, only
then will the school be notified. However,
the thief could be anyone. “It seems to be
somebody who has studied this school and
who was actually an integral part of this
school,” said Vesilind.

All laptop carts have locks on them, to
which only the teachers have the keys for.
“In one case, they took a crow bar and broke
it [the cart] open,” said Vesilind. In other
cases, the thief had the keys or the carts
were left unlocked.

“Fairfax County is upset that so many
things have gone from [our school].” said

See Laptep Thef, page 5

Last year, the position of “Associate President” was created. Unlike the
2005 race, last spring’s seniot presidential election between Laura Howell
and Aaron Dantley “was real clear [and] I didn’t need to recount.” said
Reynolds. According to Asticle V of the Constitution, “If the ballot
count is closer than 3%, a recount shall be required.” The election “wasn't
within 3%, but it was just right outside of that,” said Reynolds. Senior
class sponsor Sandra Bobo said, “I do a tecount too, but because I knew
that Laura and Aaron are both hardwortking individuals, I thought that it
would be a benefit fot them to both be in the executive board.” Because
of this, Bobo created the position of “Associate President” for Dantley
with the approval of the administration and the Department of Smudent
Actvities. Meanwhile, Howell was named President,

“We came up with the idea of an Associate President. Is it undefined?
Yes, it’s undefined,” said Reynolds. The Constitution, which in Article
V enables SGA and class

See SGA Elections, page 6

Coach Charged
With Embezzlement

Sam McCann & Emily Kuhbach
News Editor & Copy Editor

Freshman football coach Michael Anthony Ladwig
wag arrested the week before last by Officer Darryl
Davis for embezzling funds from his team.

On September 8, the freshman football team held a
car wash to raise money for their program. The case
filed states that Ladwig’s charged offense occurred
on September 10. A week later, on September 17,
Ladwig was charged with embezzling over $200. A
theft of that magnitude constitutes a felony in the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Within two days, Ladwig was in coutt for his
arraignment and was assigned a Public Defender.
He is now frec, having been released on his own
recognizance. His preliminary hearing 1s set for
November 28.

Attempts to contact Ladwig failed. He did not

" respond to messages sent to his county email account

and was unable to be located.

Principal Rima Vesilind said, “Mr. Ladwig doesn’t
wotk at West Potomac anymore” However, like all
Fairfax County Public Schools’ employees, she is
unable to go into mote detail. Assistant Director
of Student Activities, Aaron Helmick, declined to
comment on the topic. Employees are not allowed to
discuss the matter because it is 4 personnel issue.

The members of the freshman football team
themselves were not notified as to exactly what
happened. “The boys were told that there are certain
standards that coaches and players alike are expected
to maintain, and Coach Ladwig did not. The boys
were told that he made a serious mistake. Seme of
the boys came away with the impression that he might
have taken something, but they wete not certain at
that time,” said freshman football team representative
Lee Voltmer.



‘Bong hits 4 Jesus,” the fizst major students free speech
court case in a decade, resulted in a fuling against the
student after a lengthy trial, riddled with indecision,
blutty boundaries, and eventually outdated, conservative
values.

Bong Hits” was a blow to First Amendment tights for
students, and the country faces the task of discovering
the extent to which students’ rights can now be limited.
The lines definingawhat are and ate not school grounds
have been blurred and the designation of what is
appropriate expression is no longer clear.

As this publication reported last May, the case involved
high school student Joseph Frederick from Juneau,
Alaska, In 2002, the Olympic torch relay came through
his town and his high school released stadents to waech
the torch runners: Frederick and his friends went across
the street from the school and unrolled a 14-foot banner
reading “Bong Hits 4 Jesus”” The principal took down
the banner and suspended Fredetick. He sued the school,
citing his First Amendment rights.

The morning of June 25 of this year, the Supreme
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Coutt ruled 5-4 that the principal was within her rights
to suspend Frederick. Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote that the ruling was such because the event was
still educational in nature (because the principal had
approved it and there were teachers among the students
supervising them), and because a school may limit a
student’s free speech when that speech attempts to
undermine the school’s anti-drug policies, Both of these
reasons should give students reason to fear.

The decision that this event would still fall under the
school’s jurisdiction calls into question other situations
where student expression could be limited.

In court, Frederick said that ‘Bong Hits 4 Jesus® was
not a message intended to promote drug use, nor was
it a political statement. In fact, it had no meaning at
all. The court acknowledged this, yet stll was able to
attribute enough meaning to it to find the defendant
guilty. ‘Bong hits,’ they said, encouraged illegal drug
use, and the fact that there was a large audience of
high-schoolets solidified the sign’s alleged connoation.
Multiple perceptions lead to multiple interpretations of
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If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to
the Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quandet, or e-mail us at: keley,

Carmen Huaman
Martk & Jennifer Jones -

Jean Sterne
Blizabeth Wilmot

Two notable things happened on the
second day of my senior yearn: the seniot
class had its assembly, and this year’s first
issue of The Wire was distributed. T found it
interesting thar The Wire staff remembered
to teport that seniors will have to do thirty
hours of community service to graduate,

loud the auditorium would have become in
outrage of this new requirement. Personally,
I have too many challenging classes and
extracurricular activities that consume my

THANKS TO OUR PATRONS!

Bronze

Monica Sims Crimmins
The Delano Family

“Bong Hits 4 Jesus” Case Redefines Student Rights

ouf expressions, despite the intent. Meanings we did not
intend can be turned into the promotion of drugs, sex
and alcohol just because someone decides that they are
suggestive. Because of this ruling, T-shirts with double
entendres, a ubiquitous fashion at out school, may wind
up getting students sent home. What if that same saying,
posted to the Internet, was enough to get someone
suspended for promoting illegal drug use in a school
forum? The ‘Bong Hits’ decision may have repercussions
in the Internet community; giving nosy schools a justified
means for attacking MySpace and Facebook. We ate sute
that svon enough, we will see #har case brought to court
as an immediate result of this one.

Once a student steps into a public school, they must
sacrifice some of their rights in order to maintain a
safe learning community without disruptions. Tt is on
this loose basis that the Supreme Court ruled, giving
public schools the opportunity to oppress freedom of
expression outside of their reasonable jutisdiction in the
name of education. Hold on to your rights, kids, it is
going ta be a bumpy ride,

Seniors Not Informed of Volunteering

week to find tme for this, and I work on
weekends. Even if I do find time, T have
to do twenty additional hours this year for
National Honor Society.

If P'm having trouble with this, then [ can’t
imagine how other students will handle this
new mandatory volunteer debacle. Thete
are hard-working students at this school
who lcave immediately at 2:05, sometimes
eatlier, and wotk every day to support
themselves and their families. Why put
one more obstacle in the road of “Project
Graduation”? Kudos to The Wire staff for
announcing this new policy; someone had
to have the guts to tell us.

Senior iz Hanson
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Previewing Potential Presidents

Are We in Good Hands? A Commentary on ‘08 Candidates

b, Victoria Narine

Style B ditor

The days of super-conservative and morally superior GOP
candidates ate dwindling to an end. Earthy tones and otganic
cotton and hemp are considered vogue. A nationwide realization
of the genocide in Iraq is popularizing. And the worlds new
views are showing in 2008’ presidential candidates, But the

 most important question is stll left to be answered: Will our

sudden interest in environmental and social welfate waiver Bush’s
America?

E 2008’s main presidenﬁa] candidates

< area motley crew. As to be expected,

g you have the hypocritical and self-

@ righteous, wife-cheating Republican,

& Rudy Giuliani. Unfortnately for him,

s 12  Judi Giuliani does not bring a positive
= ™ familial background to aid him; she’s

Rudy Giuliani (R)

been martied as many times as he has.

Next, you have John McCain, the
politically  moderate—but  merely
leaning towards the conservative
side—former Prsoner of War. While
technically losing the support of his
military proteéges, he is gaining the
sapport of the drug companies (his
wife was addicted to painkillers).
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John McCain (R)

We ate ultimately witnessing history
in the making with our potential first
African-American  president,  who
actually has a decent chance of running
our country. Barack Obama has highly
respectable, non-judgmental social views
and a reliable, well-deserved law degree
from Hatvard University. On the flip
side, he admitted to being a “junkie” and
“pothead” in his memoir 11 years ago.
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Barack Obama (D)

Our next presidential hopeful didn’t
flirt with illegality, but more so with
men’s magazine readers. Dressed in
the rugged ensemble of a manly New
Englander, John Edwards happily
graced. the cover of Men’r Vague and
his wife joined him in lggwe: But on
an intensely more depressing 'note,
he has been accused of choosing a
possible political victory over the health of his wife; she has been
diagnosed with Stage Four breast cancer.
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John Edwards (D)

And last, but certainly not the least
tantalizing, you have the infamous
husband-wife political duo Bill and
Hillaty Clinton. Her husband was a
previous President, but was nearly
impeached after practicing scandalous
acts of indecency in the Owal Office
with his intern. Now; she is trying o steal
the Presidential Suite. Maybe she will get
lucky in the Oval Office too.

Photo by Kernnedy/KRT

Hillary Clinton (D)

To add to the incredulity of our
current candidates, we cannot forget the
politician-turned-acror-turned-politician
Fred Thompson. His inadequate decision-
making abilities ate not only evident in his
choice of career; his indecisiveness showed
as he campaigned for a seties of wecks
before actually declaring his candidacy.

Photo by Kennedy/KRT
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Another minor presidential candidate
is the Mormon, Mitt Romney. This misfit
of life is not just the only Republican in
the state of Massachusetts, but is also
the only minotity in the Republican
Party (he’s a Mormon trying to corrupt
the religiously-intolerant  Hvangelical
consefvative sociefy). .
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Mitt Remney (R)

Butallin all, be prepared for a twist, 2 new (and environmentally-
friendly) party is going to take over.

Trial Period Causes Great Confusion
Students Disregard New Electronic Policy

Alex Fabrizio
Features Editor

Ever since the iPod and cell phane fad began, kids at our school
have, against Fairfax County policy ornot, brought them to schoal.
Yes, some students have atrempted, and possibly succeeded, with

because it helps show that students can be responsible with their
electronics.

Thete is always the concern of students abusing the trial or
policy. Nginn said, “T think that you shouldn’t be able to use it in
class because it’s a distraction.” Many teachers agree and do not
allow the use of electronics in their class, like Mr. Brian Kerns,
a Chemistry 1 and Chemistry Honors teacher. Kerns said, “I
request no electronics are used in my class.”

Kerns also said that, as a teacher, he supports and follows

using their electronics in class,
but almost everyone just sticks “
to using them before and after ]
school to help pass the time.
With that said, the
confusion that emerged from
Principal Rima Vesilind’s
announcement on the fitst day

the first place? 99

Hasn’t this policy -
been going on? So, why
didn’t they enforce it in

the trial petiod that Vesilind has put in place. “It gives the
students a sense of responsibility.” Kerns also continued
to explain that the trial period is good because it gives the
students opportunities to make good choices. He also said
this is showing that Vesilind respects our student body.
Sometimes, as students, we choose to disregard the
options we are given and take advantage of 2 good thing

of school is understandable.
Her announcement explained
that, for the month of September, students would be able to use
their iPods and cell phones before and after school. However, if
they wete seen or used duting the school day, teachers would not
hesitate to confiscate the electronics. Vesilind emphasized that
this trial period was a privilege and will be taken away if abused.
Junior Paulette Nginn said, “Hasn’t this policy been going
on? So, why didn’t they enforce it in the first place?” Those two
questions embody all of the surprise and disregard that students
have for the trial period. So, what? Is the only diffetence between
this year’s trial period and last year’s use of electronics that now
they are possibly making it an official policy? Vesilind said she
believes it is a possibility, but the decision depends on how well
the students act under the trial period and how the staff feel about
it. “It’s when teachers feel they’re trying to be sneaky or interrupt
instruction, that’s when it’s not good,” Vesilind said about the use
of electronics. She also said she thinks the tral period is good,

The possibility of the trial not lasting because of abuse
and use of electronics during the school day does exist.
“Narurally; there is a small number of students that will
test the trial petiod but not necessarily abuse it,” said Kerns. That
small number of students® could be the downfall of the whale
privilege, though, A possibility exists of students abusing this
privilege and making life difficult for others.
This still does not answer why they decided to
officiate it this year. Vesilind said it was not already
in place, contrary to popular belief (including my
own). She said, “Why not?” to the idea of the trial &= il
period and put it in place to test whether or not /
students eould handle it and now it gives the
chance to show they are. “It’s going really well 558 i/
so far. I could be wrong,” she said. : :
Hopefully, in the end, this seemingly already
in effect trial period will last and become
official at our school.

e
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O PINIONS

Lowering Drinking Age 1s Definitely Not the Rage

Asma Ahmad
Reporter

As teens growing up in the United States, we are constantly
informed about the consequences and outcomes of drinking
illegally under the age of twenty-one. Despite the law on the
legal drinking age in the United States, numerous movements
to lower the age from 21 to 18 are gaining momentm as
activists dispute that teenagers who can fight for their country

and have the tight to vote should also be able to drink.

Honestly, if twenty-one yeat-olds are drinking with younger
friends in their teens, is there any reason to anticipate that
15, 16, and 17 year olds will choose not to drink if danking
becomes legal at 182 We have all scen uncountable disasters
shat have occurred as a result of drinking, whether they are
accidents, harassment, or other unwanted situations. Yes,
teens as young as 18 may be responsible enough to get
martied or brave enough to go to war, but poor judgment
can play a life-changing tole in any teen’s life, regardless of
his of her status, GPA, ot great achievements. It concerns
me when I see an increase in the number of supporters for
lowering the legal drinking age, even though such groups
of activists need a lot more support if they are dedicated to
reaching theit goal. Then again, the majority of US. citizens
strongly believe in keeping teens safe, and it is becoming a
harder task day by day.

According to an MSNBC article by David ]. Hanson, an
alcohol policy expett at the State University of New York-
Potsdam, “Just like during national Prohibition, the law
(drinking at 21) has pushed and forced underage drinking
and youthful drinking underground, where we have 0o
control over it”” He brings up a vital point in that even at the
mature age of twenty-one, it is not t00 hard for teenagers to
access alcohol. Therefore, it is quite challenging for adults

to monitor underage alcohol use. Junior Karen Galvez said,
“The legal drinking age should not be lowered to eighteen
because most teens at that age are not ready to drink
responsibly and may get themselves and others into trouble

with the law”

Although twenty-one is one of the highest age limits for
drinking throughout the world, lowering it to eighteen in
the United States may not have a significant impact due to
the number of restrictions that would be enforced with the
privilege. Eithet way, some teenagers are bound to make
rebellious decisions and mistakes, regardless of what the law
says. Getting caught drinking ot pattying 1s not necessatily

why teens drink, but in fact, it is the thrill they get out of

it. Once the golden age of twenty-one comes around, it is
possible that drinking becomes more of an “adult” thing to
do rather than a mutinous activity fota weekend party. Having
a good time with friends and

alcoholic drinks, and the effects of alcohol on the bo
Students ate also provided with videos that demaonstt:
how real people deal with theit lives after alcohol-relat
incidents. Having taken the nine week coutse last year a
sophomore, students should clearly recall being taught abe
Virginia laws and consequences for underage drinking, T
crucial for them to be informed about such testrictions
they understand that they will be held responsible for :

illegal actions they take.

One might atgue that drinking is part of a national culty
but T believe that we must change our values before we.
see a positive outcome. America has had a problem w
drinking since colonial imes and it is about time we m
a difference. So, what do we do besides listen and agt
Law enforcement continues to increase the severity of
restrictions, take away individual rights, and detain thousa
of people every year. ls it work
MADD says it is, but critics t}

getting away from 2 regular
night at home is the reason
teens ate more likely to drink
before the age of twenty-onc.
However, therc will always be
those who know the difference
between having a good fime

€6 just like during naional
Prohibition, the law (drinking at
21) has forced underage drinking the American values that lea
undetground. 99

otherwise. 1 personally believe
current strategy is a failure anc
could do better by trying to chz

the drunken driving dilemma.
According to underage drin

in a tesponsible manner, and
those who just do not know
when to call quits. According
to one student, “The legal drinking age should be lowetred
to 18 because teens will drink anyway, no matter what the
law says” She fecls that if the age were to be lowered, fewer
teenagers would get into trouble because most of them

would know how to drink responsibly.

The dangers of drinking and driving are taught as a part of
the Drivers’ Education curriculum in all Fairfax County high
schools. Students learn about Blood Alcohol Concentration
(BAC) factors, the similarities and differences between

statistics on MADD.com, “T
in 1982, when many of the s

i had minimum drinking ages of
559 of all fatal crashes involving youth drivers inve
alcohol. Sinee then, the alcohol-related traffic fatality
has been cut in half!” This information alone stagger
ability to believe therc will be any positive outcom
drinking were to become legal at eighteen. Although
are very few significantly threatening movements again:
legal drinking age of 21, if a law allowing teens to dri
cighteen were to be passed, would a greater good com

of it?

High Scho

" Hooff Cooksey
Managing Editor

As the clock slowly moves  closet
and closer to 2:05, a person thinks to
themself, “I am going to get so much work
done after school?” After practice finishes,
a student goes hotne, eats a quick dinner,
takes a showet, and finally sertles down
o do some homework. Hopefully, this
wortk will be done soon enough to catch
the new, outrageous reality show on MTV.
Unfortunately, the afternoon almost never
wotks out quite the way it is planned.

Many of us know that after gerang home
from practice, a petson’s body 1s more
worn out than he or she probably expected,
so instead of ecating and taking 2 shower
in 45 minutes, it is in my experience that
this can take around an hour and a half.
Afterwards, it is down to business, j:i.ght?
Wirong, All bets are that spmetime between
dinnet and diligent wortk, teenagers will be
compelled to squeeze in me 10 check their
Facebook and MySpace pages for updates.
Once online, the AOL Instant Messenger
icon becomes a greater temptation thao a

ol Pro

pitcher of ice water in the Sahara. A quick
scan of everyone’s away mEssages lcads
to a lengthy discussion of the day’s gossip
and, all of a sudden, two hours have passed,
with nothing to show for them except 2
full and complete knowledge of the social
scene. The outrageous reality show is on
in an hour. Tt is time to get down to work,
for teal. Yet, somehow, an hour passes in
the blink of an eye and very little reading
ot note-taking has been done. But hey, this
is the episode where Sheryl and Joe finally
get together. Network television takes
precedence and once again, the textbooks
wait. Around 10:30, the sinking reality that
there is still five hours worth of homework
waiting on the desk hits. The common
tecn feels overwhelmed and, realizing the
impossibility of completing it all, he ot
she goes to bed and leaves the work for
tomorrow: Procrastination strikes again, ..
Procrastination takes a heavy toll on
students; it can lead to very late nights
and great deals of stress that are easily
preventable. “Ivs one thing tw be
blindsided by procrastnation, but to plan
to procrastinate shows a serious addiction,”
said senior Kwabena Owusu. And yes, it is
an addiction. Students plan their atternoons
knowing that there will be a great deal of

““Sure, who doesn’t? I tiy not to procrastinate,
but it’s not really a problem, in my opinion.”
_ Senior Nick Schaum |

« definitely procrastinate a lot. I plan for it
most of the time.”
- Junior Brent Occhiline

wasted time due to proctastination. It
can lead to dissatisfactory work that had
potential to be A+ material. In other cascs,
the proctastination is brought on by fear.
“Students who are scared of failing tend
to procrastinate. It is the body’s natural
response,” said Barbara Connor, head of
the Career Center. “Everyone has failed,
so do not be afraid to.”

However, this wasted time can be
prevented. When looking to avoid
procrastination, set goals and rewards for
finishing your work, Thatwill help you stay
at 4 steady pace throughout the afternoon.
“T overcome proctastination by giving
myself a reward for getting my work done.
For example, I can make plans to play Gears
of Warwith friends for a while once I finish
my homework?” said Owusu. Try writing
down what needs to be accomplished and
when it needs to be done, then follow the
schedule.

Connor also recommends breaking a task
into mote manageable chunks and ralking
to knowledgeable people, like the adults at
school, about how to get things done on
dme. Connor added, “Juniors especially
aeed to talk o me about procrastination,
because some do not realize how important
this year is.”

crastination Needs a Cure

Procrastination is a major prob
amongst students today. The habits forr
canl sometimes be hard to brealk, but
not impossible, Procrastination can
defeated with mental dedication anc
some cases, help from a friend ot an ac
With steps and suggestions, the chn
procrastination problem can be preve:
across the nation, but motre importa
throughout our school.

How Much Do You Procrastin
594 No Comment

100 People Polled

“Yeah, T procsastinate. It is a bad habit. You
a date and it just keeps getﬁng pushed back!”
- Sophomote Alyssha McDonald -

“] have a lot of wotk and extracurriculars. T
really just dor’t feel like doing the work.”
_ Freshman Sasha Spriggs -
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AP Government Class Pairs with AP Comparative Politics

Paul Disselkoen
Sports Editor

A few months ago, when tising seniors
wete signing up for next year’s classes, those
who enrolled in AP Government did not
know what they were gerting themselves
into. What students thought was the normal
AP Government class that seniors in the
past took has mrned into double the classes.

This year, there is a change to the AP
Government course, The class that existed
in the past was joined with a course new to
the schaol, AP Comparative Politics. Thus,
the course “AP Government” is now two
AP classes in one: AP US. Government,
and AP Compatative Politics. Instead of
one Government AP exam that seniors have
taken in the past, seniors enrolled in AP
Government now will take two AP exams on
the same day. Students will take the morning
session exam from eight-thirty until eleven-
thitty, take a half hour break, and then take
a second test from twelve to three in the
afternoon. Senior Caroline Kunz said, “This

class seems like a lot more work now that
we have to cover two college level coutses
instead of one This news came as a shock
to students, as none were informed of this
news when they signed up for the class.
Many students feel it would have been nice
to know what they were signing up for.
Emily Millians, the social studies
department head, said that the decision
for the change was made last spring after a
seties of meetings and conferences between
teachers and administrators. “Many schaols
in the county that offer AP Government have
brought in the comparative element, so this
switch brought West Potomac in-line with
other FCPS schools)” said Millians. When
asked why students were not informed of
the chanpge, Millians said, “The counselors
who met with my classes of rising juniots
definitely did mention the changes in the
AP Goyvernment course, even though
this change would not directly impact my
students” Indeed, it may have been more
helpful to rising seniors rather than juniors.
As for the teachers this year, they also

have to adjust to a new curriculum hrought
on by these changes. Instead of teaching
the material for one class, they now have
to teach the curriculum for two college
level classes in the time of one class. New
AP Government teacher Alexander Case
said, “I find it much more
interesting to incorporate
two coutses into one. I am
equally passionate about
domestic and international
politics and am glad that
we are offering students
mwo entry points into the
political science discipline.”
Students, however, worty
that this will make more
work for them. However,
Case said of more worlk,
“Absolutely notl  That
would hatrdly be fair to out
students.”

seen. Although the seniors wete not warned
of the AP Government course change and
the change came as quite a shock to many of
them, it will be this way for the future, so that
in years to come, our seniors will be more
prepared than ever to go off to school,

Photo by Erin Coggins

Whether ot notit will be - genjor Joe Coggins works on his AP Government

maote work for our seniors

homework early before school. This year, the class

this year will remain to be combined with AP Comparative Politics.
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Caroline Staples
Sk Editor

week,” which consists of fun, goofy days

students may have forgotten, however, is that

it was not silly or goofy, but stylish,

women). In many ways, it is similar to today’s  is “in,”

ey have recently made a
ASt _few years.:

1ave a good day now.” Just hJce

ourtesy is often used sparingly.
nts have drilled into our brains
ers. W orlly need to turh on the news
ppen to “ovet ly” ﬁiendly people. We are
also members of a fast-paced nation. Among the many
- distractions of life, it is easy to forget a simple “please™ and
Sthank you.”
Is the millennial generation self-absorbed or have the morals
of yesteryear dwindled away? “Morals haven’t changed,

The major differences, though, include the |
seldom-structured dresses worn by mothers |
Once a year at our school, we have “spirit from the late sixties to mid-seventies, the
“mom pants” (as they are now known, known
designed to promote a positive attitude for their high waist that comes up to the belly
throughout the student body. One of the button, and the eccentric patterns of oversized
days is “Decades Day,” when students dress  printed flowers on pants, shirts, skirts,
up in clothing from a certain decade. What and dresses.

The average teen today would
their parents were wearing much of that same probably never be caught dead
apparel when they were our age ih a time when walking down these halls wearing
bell-bottoms that flare out more

Over the last thirty to forty years, clothing  than your average pair of pants or
has drastically changed. The clothing once  a paisley-printed button-up shirt
wotn by our own parents is very different from  with a peace chain around
the clothes we, as teens, wear today. During  his or her neck. Even so,
the sixties and seventies, when our folks were  one fashion law remains
teens, most clothes were wornin demonstration  true through the ages:
of a belief they held in areas such as politics, people will follow
the Vietnam War, and birth control (at least for  whatever
ot
t-shirt designs that say things such as “Bring realizing

Home,” or “Remember 4-16-07.” until inany
es include the accessory of  years later
popular in the sixties and  just how

= oclety -
- therefore students have as well... I think

- more tha
- Coach Toni Phelps. “There are just so many

- adaptto that”

_': our g__ene:'t_*s;'_t_ic@ﬁs_’ disposal. Parents did not have to filter

style

has. .. and

that [students] are exposed to sa much
€ were,” said School Assessment

sacietal changes and therefore everyone has to

The world and everything in it has been laid bare for

provocative Victoria’s Secret commercials or possessively
control the remote during a family movie in order to mute
out curse words. It just did not happen back then. Junior
Grace Danso said, “I think as each year passes, people
become more and more liberal than conservative.. . people
use this excuse of [a] more liberal lifestyle to justify their
compromise for diminishing morals and ethics.” :

No, our generation is not all full of hoodlums and smart-
alecks. And no, our parents’ generation was not petfect;
there were rude people and societal issues back then too.
After all, some things never change. However, society is :
pushing the gap between the old ways and new trends to an =
almost irreconcilable distance.




Shannon Bowdring

Reporier

Flashing colors lighting up the dance floor, “Disco Inferno™ blasting
from the speakers (sans 50 Cent). Sounds like a typical Friday night. Okay,
so maybe the social scene has changed a little since the seventies, but the
song titles have not.

Growing up in the sixties and seventies meant a weekend filled with
drive-in movies and roller discos. These activities may sound out of this
world for kids growing up in the technology-crazed new millennium.

Although the titles of our patents’ social activities differ from our own,
kids around this area are spending their free time the same way their parents
did. High school football games, concetts, dancing, and movies are the
same things our parents used to do, except we watch the movie inside a
building and do not pull moves featured in “Dance Dance Revolution.”

Mayhbe our generation has more options than our parents did because
of the huge number of malls and fast food restaurants springing up like
daisies, but the way we socialize is similar. Teacher Jean Coder said, “[The
party scene] is probably the same as it used to be...you guys are 2 lot
smarter than your parents think, but there’s a lot more trouble to get into.”
With websites like Facebook and MySpace soaring to new heights, kids
need to take caution, especially if they want to be allowed out of the house
to even have a social life.

All in all, parties are still being thrown, high school sports games are still
being attended, and dance bashes are still in full swing. So, even though
kids these days do not “Rock Around the Clock” at drive-in movies, we are
still “Rockin’ the Suburbs” at the local cinema.

to a Led Zepplin hit was the hig
of almost every parent’s musical life
as a teen. Although we may doubt that/
busy and boring parents ever had a life, the 60 :
70’s, and 80’s were all about rock and roll, tie- clothing and agg'_
dyed T’s, and disco tunes. top-rated hip ho
“MTYV started when 1 was in high school. My  Jay-Z, Kanye Wes
friends and I used to love watching the music present-day pop ¢
videos,” said Kathryn McCullohs, a parent and Music it past d
English teacher at our school. As a 17-year- one’s feelings ab
old, her favorite music groups included Duran Artists such as §
Duran, Pat Benatar, The Go-Go’s and A-ha. “I  sang to get 4 mes;
always bought the 45 records for the “Top 20° a lot of music,
songs, which I paid for with babysitting money,” sexually-explicit &
she said. Just like iTunes today, records th
were only 99 cents. =5 R

singing and music,
are important o the
Our parents also wate





















tvsoe e MAINDS o e
MP= Matt Persekian M
MM= Matt Marinello AT“'s

M¥{= Matt Husband Stephen Howell

News Editor
What does it mean to be a
Matt?
MF: There’s a lot of respect
behind 1t. It’s a special name,
even a great name. Not everyone
can be a Matt. Tt takes 2
special type.
2 MM: I don’t even think words
Marinello  can describe it
MH: I don’t think it means anything to be a Matt, but to be a
Matt, you have ro mean something,

What is the most embarrassing moment you've had here?
MP: I got paddled in front of all my friends.

MM: Sceing my sister in the same school as me.

ME: Well, I shanked a two-yard punt.

If you could take anyone out to dinner, who would it be?
MP: Genghis Kan, | imagine he'd be quite funny.

MM: Probably Jesus. He could teach me a thing or two.

ME: Jessica Alba, for obwvious reasons.

What’s the meanest thing you've ever done to a girl?

ME: When 1 was younget, | dumped my gitlfriend on her
birthday.

MM: My friend had a gitlfriend I didn’t like, so I wrote a fake
letter to her, dumping her, pretending 1 was the friend. The girl
cried and didn’t talk to the guy fot the whole day. He didn't
figure out it was me until the next
Hay. The gitl still doesn’t

believe him.

MH: 1 was really hungty one

day at lunch, and I forgot my
money, so I told a girl it

wouldn't be a good idea to eat -

her Twinkie and Snickers bat. So, .~

she didn’t eat her lunch that day Husband
and she gave it to me.

What’s the nicest thing you've done for a girl?

MP: One time, I took a gitl out to Ruby Tuesday. We shared
the appetizer sampler, I got a lemonade and hamburger. She
got a caesar salad. I called her the next day and we talked
about our feclings.

MM: T ask her out on a dinner date. We never went, so I spent
the money I saved on a video game.

MH: T took a gitl out to Shrek 2 and bought her a large
popecorn.

What can you do better then anyone at our schaol?
Mz Hasy, Longboarding, T usually long board with my best
friend, Taylor Smythe.
MM: Play drums with my hands.
' MH: Kick them field goals, if you
know what 'm talking

about.

If you could be anyone in the

world, who would you be?

h MM: Matt Husband,
Persekian M¥: Bill Gates, of coutse.

Congratulations to this issue’s contest winner, sophomote Statling Carter. Carter’s photo shows
artistic ability while sticking to the Fall theme. The theme for next issue’s contest is “What are
you thankful for?” To have your photos or artwork featured in The Wire, submit your
entry to Ms. Pierre in room 418 or email it to sbowdring@wpwire.com or afabrizio@
wpwire.com
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OETRY IN COMMOTION

Don't tase me
Don’t tase me, bro! Dot tase me!
A figure walks in, quick as a bee.
At University of Florida, listenin’ to Mr. Kerry,
He starts tryin’ to fry, but he looks a bit wary.

Soon conflict breaks out; the kid is resisting the police,
I like his shirt though, looks like flecce.

They tug at him and he lets out a yell,

This situadon isn’t looking too swell.

Don’t tase me, brol Don’t tase mel!
Zapl! Looks like they got you bro,
Now you are lying on the flo’,
Looking really silly on this YouTube show.

"Too bad you went looking for attention in the wrong place,
Too bad campus cops are overzealous with their taser and their mace,
Next time think before you act like a goon,
Then maybe you won't be all over the internet, looking like a buffoon.
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- Brad “B-rad™ Lupton
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