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Scott Surovell (left) and Jay McConville (right) are the leading Delegate candi-
dates for district 44, speaking to the public.

Delegate Race Becomes Competitive

LucAs ALEXANDER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The big question: Who will win?

District 44, the Mount Vernon District, is
holding a Delegate race that is becoming
very competitive. This district, which our
school is a part of, has seen Jay McConville
(Republican), Scott Surovell (Democrat), and
Gai ; 1
Parker (Independent), come to the forefront
of the election.

Our area has seen a large amount of
campaigning between the two leading
candidates, McConville and Surovell,
consisting mostly of the numerous amounts
of posters on the side of the road. Both
candidates also have websites, gojay.
org for MeConville and surovell2009.
com for Surovell, as well as made public
appearances, including one where both
candidates came to our school on Back to
School Night, September 22.

The candidates are both very locally
oriented. McConville, who attended Bishop
Ireton high School, lives in Waynewood and

“has served for seven years on the Fort Hunt
Youth Athletic Association (FHYAA) board,
the last four as President,” according to his
website. He is also currently a Vice President
at Chandler/May, Inc, and is a distinguished
army veteran. He has three children; his son
Colin is currently a senior at our school.

Surovell, who actually attended West
Potomac High School and was in the
first class to attend all four years, lives in
Tauxemont with his wife and four children.
“Scott is a co-founding partner and owner
of Surovell Markel Isaacs and Levy PLC”
states his website. It also outlines that he
“was selected for the Fifth District Attorney
Discipline Committee” and “was an ex parte
member of the Fairfax Bar Association Board
of Directors” in 1998-1999.

On his website, McConville' outlines
transportation, fixing the economy,
education, researching energy technologies,
protecting the environment, and supporting
veterans are the issues he views as important.

In an interview, McConville stated that
“Mt. Vernon residents are concerned about
the economy... and the traffic problems that

See Delegate on page 4

Adult Relationships
Taken Too Far

KATIE WOODWARD
REPORTER

At two a.m. on September 20, a Hayfield Secondary
School teacher was found intoxicated in her car with
a 15-year-old boy. The teacher was arrested and
charged with public intoxication and contributing
to the delinquency of a minor after a patrol officer
discovered them.

A further investigation by the county found the
teacher and teen (who she taught at her previous
school) had been exchanging sexually explicit texts
before the incident, and authorities have reason to
believe the adult female and minor may have been
involved in a more intimate relationship. Although
this is obviously an extreme case of inappropriate
teacher-student relationships, it is one that has
become more common in the past few years, and
raises an important question in the education world:
Where do schools draw the line in teacher-student
relationships, and how friendly is too friendly?

Fairfax County Public Schools do not specifically
outline how students and teachers may or may not
interact, such as through texting or phone calls.
However, the county does reserve the right to
suspend or revoke teaching rights should a teacher
engage in “improper or immoral conduct.” In cases
such as the Hayfield scandal, where laws may have
been broken, the state of Virginia outlines behavioral
expectations, and prohibits “engaging in criminal,
dishonest, immoral, or disgraceful conduct that
brings the school system into disrepute.” Thisis more
commonly referred to as moral turpitude, which

“is conduct considered contrary fo the community
standards of justice, honesty, or moral goods.

While there have never been such cases at our
school, the majority of students have grown up using
technology as a means of informal communicafion,
and befriending teachers through Facebook and like
tools have blurred the distinction between interaction
with friends and adults. This has a lot to do with the
fact that teens are used to interacting in a quick and
personal way, a style which is often read as out of
line by adults. And when adulis open themselves
up in a similarly informal way, it can get confusing
for*both parties. In general though, the majority of
teachers use these online resources as an additional
means of homework-based communication, such
as science teacher Erin Sikes, who uses Blogspot to
post videos for students and allow them to submit
various homework assignments. .

In contrast, feeling comfortable with adults can
be beneficial too. Many students have a particular
teacher or coach they look up to, such as senior

See Relationships on page 4

Traffic Patterns Create Daily Problems for Students

BRryYAN JACOBS
STYLE EDITOR

This year, morning traffic patterns at our
school have brought many students and
teachers to a grid lock. This is a result of an
earlier start time, poorly conducted traffic
management, and over-congestion of a dated
traffic system. The current situation is bound to
continue and maybe even worsen if conditions
are not improved.

Many students agree that the current situation
needs to be addressed promptly. Senior Erin
Parker commented on the traffic situation and
said, “Traffic in the morning is horrible. I do my
best to avoid as much of it as possible by going
through Belle Haven instead of turning straight
on to Quander Road from Fort Hunt[Road]. T
really hope the administration does something
productive out of the traffic mess. I mean,
instead of cutting down all the trees and bushes
why don’t they cut back on the amount of time
it takes for us to get to school, something that
would actually help us academically? I can't
even count the amount of times I have been late
to first period on my fingers.”

On average, the time that it takes for a car

\
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to drive from the intersection light at Quander
Road to the school parking lot is 13 minutes.
Accordingly, students have to factor in an extra
13 minutes of traffic into their hectic morning
schedules; toppled with a 7:20 start time; this
is a recipe for disaster. Senior Brian Linnell
expressed his anger over the morning traffic
congestion and said, “The morning traffic is a
serious problem. Ilive only 5 minutes away but
on a good 'day it takes me 15 [minutes] from
my front door to my parking spot. I hope that
the new administration can have someone
directing the traffic flow so as to make things
a lot easier for everyone.” The current situation
cannot be blamed on a certain group of people
like students or administration because both
add to the problem; however, both groups can
be proactive in an approach to find a solution.
Alternative routes have been used by
students for many years, and are an excellent
and practical response to waiting in our
school’s rush hour. There are many other
alternatives to our school’s rush hour. The most
practical and green alternative is carpooling to
school. Although, carpooling can carry a social
stigma with its relation to not having a car and

therefore less money, buses and carpooling take
more than 55% of the entire school population
every day. This alone takes over a 1,000 cars
away from our school’s rush hour and allows
for somewhat of an easement on traffic. Junior
Madison Pearce is constantly looking for easier
and more eco-friendly ways to get to school,
which includes carpooling with friends. She
stated, “Driving to school allows students a

See Traffic on page 4

Photo by Laura Zitnik

Many students that drive to school every
morning have to face the horrible traffic
jam in order to get into the parking lot.
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Students Question the Power
Held by Substitute Teachers

Students are usually overjoyed when they notice that their class has a substitute teacher. This
signifies an easy way to slack off and is almost as desirable as a snow day. The teacher’s lesson
plans are vague, and substitutes have a hard time keeping students busy. This can lead to a class
that is similar to a free period and students that are out of control. When substitute teachers come
to teach a class, they do not get the same amount of respect as teachers do for a number of reasons.

Students can easily take advantage of a substitute teacher. A substitute of two years, Ms. B discussed
what she thought about students taking advantage of subs. “No, not this substitute. They sometimes
try,” she said. A sub for seven years, Mr. Smith said; “Yes, students do sometimes take advantage of
substitutes. It's human nature, especially at a young age, to want to challenge authority or see what
you can get away with. We did that in my high school, too!” Regular, every day teachers have more
power because they can control a student’s grade. They have greater authority. However, substitutes
can only write the student’s name down and expect a consequence to be given. They have little or no
impact on a student’s grade. Also, substitutes do not know the seating and names of the students.
This has a great impact on the way students regard subs. Students can easily confuse them without
having to receive any disciplinary action. Students, especially high school students, are known for
being able to easily intimidate substitute teachers. Mr. Smith said, “As to how students take advan-
tage, it varies -- from excessive chatter to overuse of restroom privileges to tricks for getting out of
class! But a certain level of playfulness is OK, as long as the class stays focused on accomplishing as-
signments, and listens to the sub.” These are only some of the plethora of reasons why students take
advantage of substitutes. Although it can easily be done, students should not disrespect substitutes.

Students at our school often treat subs poorly. Most first year subs are shocked to find how dis-
obedient many students are and how disrespectful they can be. This shduld not be expected when
substitutes come to the classroom. Although they do not have the same amount of authority, they
should still be treated fairly. They are supposed to help students with their work and studies, not
baby-sit them. Also, with their low wages and constant struggle to find a job opening, their lives
can be difficult. They take these jobs solely on their undeniable love of teaching and children. They
should receive the same amount of respect and admiration from students, as they give to them.
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THANK YOU WIRE PATRONS

PLATINUM: Sydney Smith, Bill and Lorraine Gordon, Ted Stone, Barbara and Peter Jacobs, Ju-
lie and Tim Grady, Bob and Barbara Dreyfuss, Nina Britcliffe, Lauri Kempson, Tracy Woodward,
Gina and John Howell, Tony Fabrizio

GOLD: The Pierre Family

SILVER: Michelle Garden, G. Sid'Smith, Beverly Wong, Ronda Drucker, Francios DiFolco, Sharon
Theodore, Susan Fuqua

BRONZE: David and Evelyn Venezky, Debi Taylor, Peter and Cathy Smith, Patricia Axelpod,
Michael Smith, Nancy and John O’Sullivan, Caitlin Smith, Miranda Padilla, Gayle Gilmore, Su-
sanne Young, Rosemary Szilagi, Maureen Adams, Ruth Lescher, Lee Harrington, Steve Parker, Jan
Vaughan, Pam Russell, Ana Grau, Jud Kempson, Mark Kempson, Barbara Johnson, Gerard Zitnik,
Debra and Mick McKeown, Carl Sandburg Middle School

BLUE: Allison Niedballa

BECOME A WIRE PATRON TODAY!

The Wire is currently seeking patrons for the 2009-2010 school year. As a patron, you will be
helping us print our newspaper so that we can continue to distribute it to all the scudents, fac-

ulty, and staff free of our charge.

As a patron of The Wire, your name will be published on page two of every issue. If you are
donating $30 or more, you can opt to have The Wire mailed directly to your home as well.

For more information, contact Laura Zitnik at Ibzitnik@fcps.edu or

Seniors Miss out on The
Homecoming Activities

Dear Editor,

As the parent of a senior, I would like to say that the decision not to resched-
ule Homecoming was ill advised and totally unfair to this year’s graduat-

ing class. When this class was in its sophomore year, we had the exact same
weather problem, but whoever was making the decision at that time had the
good sense to postpone Homecoming to Monday night where the half time ac
tivities could go on as planned, albeit a few days late.My understanding is tha
this year’s decision to play a game in the rain on Friday evening without all
the Homecoming festivities, rather than postpone it a few days, was based on
the “fact” that there was “just no other time to do it.” I'm not sure what sports
activities could be taking place at the school the following week that would
hold precedence over Homecoming. Ialso heard that Monday night was a
problem because the cheerleaders had a competition. I believe this is a good
excuse but not really a legitimate reason. While I understand that cheerleaders
are an integral part of the Homecoming program, they are only one compo-
nent. Certainly we would miss the cheerleaders’ presence, but I don’t believe
that this group should be more important --or be given more consideration
than -- the football players, the marching band, the dance team, the pom-pon
team, the Homecoming Court, and the students who worked so hard on the
class floats. And what about Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday when the
cheerleaders could be included? I sympathize with the disappointment of the
senior class with this turn of events. They have supported West Potomac over
the past four years and deserve better. It’s too bad that they will have to look
back on their senior year Homecoming as quite literally, a washout. I sincerely
hope that should this happen again, the powers that be at West Potomac will
think more carefully about what this event means to our students before mak-
ing a decision out of convenience. Let’s make sure that what happened in 2009
is an exception rather than a precedent.

Parent Barbara L. Micale

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please submit your Letter to th
Editor of 250 words or less to Room 418 Quander or e-mail us at: laura.zitnik@fcp:
edu. All submissions become property of The Wire.
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Creigh Deeds is a Good “Deed” for VA

GWEN FIsHEL

Cory EDITOR

The Virginia gubernatorial race is

certainly heating up. For Democratic

candidate Creigh Deeds and
Republican  candidate  Bob
McDonnell, November 3 is right
around the corner.

This fall, some of the seniors at
our school will be able to vote in their first election,
and it is ideal that each of them actuially take a look at
the candidates running in this year’s election, and vote
based on their political ideas, and not allegiance to a
particular party.

Both these men have made a significant impact
in Virginia, and both are fine men. However, when
one takes a look at what

on many issues. Educational, environmental, and
transportation concerns are just a few.

For many students, educational priorities are a big
deal. Deeds agreed and supported Mark Warner
in giving the largest sum of money from the state
budget to K-12 education in Virginia history. Deeds
also pledges to give teachers larger salaries. He
wants to increase and improve standards that will
prepare students for the 21 century workplace, as
well as make sure that students are only given the
best teachers in every classroom. All of these things
will help ensure that the students of Virginia will be
successful wherever they venture in life.

The environment is another concern of Deeds. During
his time in the Virginia General Assembly, he was a
primary sponsor of the Agricultural Stewardship Act
in 1996, which helped Vu‘gmla s farmers address their
. issues of the water to

legislation they have
supported and their vision
for the future of Virginia,
Creigh Deeds seems to be
the best choice.

Creigh Deeds is a
candidate who will
fight for  Virginians,
and who understands
the issues that face not
only Northern Virginia,
but the concerns of the
entire commonwealth.
One of Deeds’ strongest
campaign promises is
to focus on improving
the economic problems
in Virginia, while keep
taxes low, which is an
anxiety for the working
class and wealthy alike.
On his campaign website, he explicitly notes how, as
governor, he would address the economic crisis in
Virginia. He hopes to provide “immediate solutions
for small business owners, homeowners, and workers,
create jobs through a statewide transportation plan,
make government leaner and more efficient, and make
Virginia a leader in green energy jobs. “ These plans
are petter for the economy because they establish
the fact that there are ways to create jobs through
economic relief.

However, this is only the work to be done by Deeds
on economic issues. Deeds has defined stances

Ready, Set,

which they had access.

He hopes to help restore
the Chesapeake Bay

- our counfry’s largest
. estuary, make sure that
 the state government is
- going green, and reduce
carbon emissions in
Virginia. Deeds focus
on specific issues in the
environment will lead

in Virginia is also a large
concern of voters as they

is elected governor, he
promises to make wider
use of and expand
public  transportation
to its most effective form develop more pragmatic
commuter rails, and make traffic flow better. All of
these initiatives will help provide transportation to
job opportunities and therefore hopefully stimulate
the economy.

All in all, Deeds will serve the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and help make the changes necessary to keep
Virginia up to date in this new age- the 21* century.
Therefore, when students step into the voting booth,
they should consider Deeds as a plausible, as well as
the best, choice for governor.
gfishel@wpwire.com
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" LAURA REYNOLDS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

With the beginning of school, and the cold and flu season,
many students and teachers have demonstrated that they are
mysophobic in their persistent attempts to evade sickness.
Mysophobia, the fear of germs and dirt, is just one of many
common phobias that pervade everyday life. The idea that
- phobias are only debilitating, senseless fears is put to rest by
examining some frequent terrors that many may not have
considered to be actual phobias. They range from a fear of
spiders (arachnophobia) and the fear of snakes (ophidiophobia)
to acrophobia (a fear of heights) and trypanophobia (the fear
of injections). Society has an obsession with discovering and
testing fears on shows such as Fear Factor, where contestants
are pushed to the limits of their composure. However, situations
depicted in these shows are only magnified examples of what
those with common phobias go through regularly. Whether
it is claustrophobia (a fear of enclosed spaces) or astraphobia
(the fear of thunder and lightning), widely held fears occupy an
important and unique part of life.
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There are many weird phobias, but here is one that a lot of people know and z
abnmal or exaggerated fear of clowns. This p '

live with. Coulrophobia is the
orld, but most commonly found in

children but also some teenagers and adults,
according to “The Phobia List.” People who
have coulrophobia sometimes acquire a fear of
clowns after having a bad experience with one
personally, or after seeing a sinister portrayal in
the media. Clowns have many scary features

to some: big red nose and lips, colorful, almost
creepy hair, and an odd voice that can stay in
the mind forever. For young children, Bozo the
clown is frightening; for adults the classics are It
and Chucky. Many people live with this phobia,
but manage to lead normal lives.

hobia is found all around the w
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