I/

THEWW &

RE

WEST POTOMAC HIGH SCHOOL

Volume 29, Issue 1

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31st, 2013

i

6500 Quander Road, Alexandria, VA 22307

Political Issues: Ed

ucational systemftaking its toll

Republican and Democratic politicians speak about Virginia’s education system at local rallies

Noor Javaid
Opinions Editor

2

Our Opnio Edito i had the opprlunity to tal to Republican Attorney General Ken

Cuccinelli about improvements in Virginia's’ Educational system.

Pholo by Kausar Javaid

ities.”

| Sandy Hook tragedy, Cuccinelli
said that “[Virginia is] in good
hands” due to his experience
as its attorney general. “We are
taking some physical steps in
schools to make some grant
money available for localities so
they can better secure the facil-

Later in the rally, Republican
Senator Mark Obenshain, who
is running for attorney general,
took the stage. In an interview
after the rally, Obenshain indi-
cated that it was pertinent to get
as much information as possible
about the current state of the
educational system and how it
would change for the better. He -
states, “First off, we've got great
schools in Virginia, especially -
in Fairfax and Prince William

The following day, a Democratic po-
litical rally was held in the house of
Rafat Mahmood in Alexandria, VA.
The rally was keynoted by U.S. Con-
gressman Jim Moran and Virginia Del-
egate Ralph Northam, a physicist who
is running for Lieutenant Governor of
Virginia.

Northam was also questioned about
the security and safety of students and
how it will be improved. He replied that
gun violence issues could be addressed
in part by having universal background
checks in Virginia, “so we can do the
best we can to keep them [guns] out of
the hands of criminals”

Northam discussed access to men-
tal health care and providing for those
with mental instabilities. He said that
he plans on moving forward with the
Medicaid expansion to take some of
that money and use it for mental health

On September 28th, at the Tandoori
Village in Manassas, Virginia Attorney

General Ken Cuccinelli, and Virginia
Senator Mark Obenshain addressed
the issues and platforms they are run-
ning on for the upcoming elections on
November 5th.

The first to speak was Cuccinelli, a
Republican running for Governor. One
of the main concerns for much of the
audience was the educational system in
Virginia. When asked about he would
improve the system, Cuccinelli noted
two main areas that needed to be ad-
dressed.

Firstly, he explained that he wants

to encourage local school districts to
expand their math and science curric-
ulums, reform the Standards of Learn-
ing (SOL) tests to “bring them up to
the 21st century, and flexible tools for
accountability,” and finally, “to make
room in the budget so every child can
succeed.” )

“The second part is higher-ed,” Cucci-
nelli said. “We want to focus on making
the tuition lower to encourage them
[students] first, go into the program,
but for us to reward them because a lot
of them get weeded out.”

When asked about safety and secu-
rity issues in schools in light of the

.. they’re really outstanding, but
we've had some areas with schools fail-
ing a lot of kids”

In order to fix that, his plan would be
to expand the development of charter

schools and educational innovation to
“[make] sure that our failing schools
are no longer failing” He also envi-
sioned safe and secure environments in
the schools.

Obenshain also noted the challenges
to work out the problems that Virgin-
ia is facing in the system. He believes
solutions that work in northern Virgin-
ia may not work in the southern parts
of the state.

because that is in an area he believes is
lacking. He also cited mental illness as

a key reason for many arrests, and by
addressing mental health issues, crime

could be reduced.

Congressman Jim Moran also spoke
about educational issues and school
security. He supported the ideas of
Terry McAuliffe, a Democrat running
for Governor, about investing in edu-
cation, and believes improving security
is up to the state and local areas. “Fair-
fax County invests more than most ju-
risdictions in their education system,”
Moran said, “so you're lucky to be in
this county”

West Potomac soda machines chan

Noor Javaid
Opinions Editor

After a long walk or eating some
chocolate in the hallways, one needs
a beverage-to quench their thirst.
Usually a West Potomac student
would go up to the nearest vend-
ing machine to find a fizzy drink
or soda. But this year, however, the
Fairfax County School Board has
decided that they are now banning
all sugar-infused drinks from West
Potomacs soda machines. Seven
out of 25 of the county’s schools
have been chosen to participate in
this testing for the 2013-14 academ-
ic year.

This began in September when
it was decided that West Potomac
would be one of the high schools
that would be part of the experi-
ment, in a group that also Chan-
tilly, Falls Church, Langley, Mar-
shall, Lake Braddock, and Thomas
Jefferson. According to the school
district’s website FCPS.edu, “soda
products are not currently available

in any Fairfax County public school
during the school day, except for
adult purchases in teachers” loung-
es” I think this is totally unfair and
to be honest,” said senior Jenny
Arevalo when she found out about
the experiment. “It will blow over as
an experiment that failed to work”

The vending machines have been

replaced with 37 new, state-of-the-
art, glass-front beverage machines,
The machines now include diet
sodas, diet and unsweetened teas,
coconut waters, V-8 Fusion Juices,
SoBe Lifewaters, Propel Zeros, and
G2 Gatorades. “We’ve been receiv-
ing a positive reaction from that,’
said Ted Velkoff, member-at-large
of the FCPS school board

While some students think that

this is bound to be a terrible ex-

periment, senior Kanjana Pradhan
states, “T've always liked diet any-
way so it doesn’t make much of a
difference to me.”

According to studies conducted
by AskDrSears.com, an alarming
62 percent of students ranging from
ages 12 to 17, and 41 percent of chil-
dren from ages 2 to 11 drink at least
one sugar-infused beverage per day.
This concerns many dentists and
doctors alike. -

The increase of obesity ratesamong
the student population is one of the
leading reasons why FCPS has de-
cided to conduct this experiment.

Junior Akua Agyei-Boateng agrees
with the “no soda machines” trial,
saying, “There are enough snacks to
deal with hunger, and then to top off
the thirst, a student can purchase a
refreshing drink that’s all healthy”

It will be a long wait to see how the
results turn out, but in the mean-
time, students are encouraged to
hydrate their bodies with sugar free
beverages now accompanying the
machines around West Potomac’s

~ halls.

ges and their origins

West Potomac vending machines have been filled
with sport drinks and diet sodas with signs stating
“The Energy Zone has been directed to implement
a regualr soda ban for the 2013-14 school year. To
assist us with this study please share your coments
at sodapilot@fcps.edu”
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What is your “go-to” utﬁt"

W.*.‘A parr'of nlce slaeks a'-mce' op, and e1ther a cardlgan.':f:l _i
*'-forablazer . . .

o: ,Everyday its )eans and dress shrrt I ]ust have to make_f -
~sure 1ron it the n1ght before. Iron the shirt, notthe | jeans.

. ‘they are comfortable, but 1 make sure they are mce ]eans,'..'>'
_ not ratty and my ¢ shirt is ironed and nice. I like to be com-
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;ffortable, but I stlll have to look professmnal it’s part of the .
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Music Rewmd

Popular artists top the charts with retro styled music

Margaret O’Meara
News & Style Editor

Justin Timberlake, Bruno Mars,
Daft Punk and several other pop
music artists are bringing back
the retro disco music vibe to the
industry. This new music trend is
not disrupting these musical art-
ists careers. For Justin Timberlake
and Bruno Mars, their flashback
sounds are proving to be big hits.

Justin Timberlake’s recent single
“Take Back the Night” brings back
similar sounds to ‘70s disco and
soulful music. The song was origi-
nally released in July 2013, when
Timberlake first performed it live
at the Wireless Festival. The throw-
back sound of Timberlake’s “Take
Back the Nrght” has not stopped
him from reaching the top of the
billboards. The song was ranked
number eight on Billboard’s U.S.
Hot R&B/hip-hop songs and num-
ber 29 on Billboard’s Hot 100.

“Take Back the Night” is similar to
the Michael Jackson’s iconic sound,
and has sparked a new genre in it-

. self in the music industry. Timber-
lake’s single reminds junior Julia
Monroe of Michael Jackson’s “The
Way You Make Me Feel’ but with
a modern twist. “The background
music and horns make it sound
so jazzy and suave;” said Monroe.
“The lyrics just make me want to
have a good time.”

Bruno Mars, a one-of-a-kind
singer and songwriter, rewound
his sound back to the ‘70s with his
song “Treasure;” first appearing on

Mars’s album Unorthodox Jukebox
in May 2013. This songs unique
sound gained positive feedback on
the Billboard charts, ranking num-
ber 2two on Billboard’s Hot 100.
The music video for the song is a
retro-styled musical throwback to
the 70s and ‘80s, resembling the
Michael Jackson era of pop music.

_ Daft Punks catchy summer song
“Get Lucky” has been the num-
ber one song in over 20 countries
worldwide, according to Billboard’s
website. The song’s low bass and
smooth guitar riffs take the songs
back to the “70s disco-era pop mu-
sic sounds. The repetitive single
was nominated for the MTV Mu-
sic Video Award Best Song of the
summer. _

Bruno Mars and Daft Punks
music videos are also produced in
a retro style. The music videos are
throwbacks to the previous decades
with bright lights, flashy costumes,
and the soulful, disco-era sounds
from the drums and guitars.

The hit singles from Justin Tim-
berlake, Bruno Mars, and Daft
Punk remind listeners of a disco
pop era of music styling. The mu-
sical rewind from these popular
artists are not setting them back
in their ways. Instead, the musi-
cal throwback has launched these
musical artists into the top of the
charts and the number one spots
throughout the country.

Grand Theft Auto Five:

Grander than ever befor

Hugh Moffitt
Reporter

Like 18 million others, I bought a copy
Grand Theft Auto Five the day it was re-
leased. At first it was almost too much for
me to take in. Grand Theft Auto Five im-
mediately plunges you into an epic single-
player story that took four years and $265
million for Rockstar, the company that

developed the gatnestomake: Butafter

got settled in Los'Santos;: Rockstar’s pas
rodic ammat_e_d f Los Angeles,
found myself in r1d that truly is limit-

an advertiseme
tter 7: Pretty Much
One, clearly msul’cingth all o
ries. Other commercials heard in th
range from advertisements for a sp
Fifty Shades of Grey to an online
shopping service. It is this kind of hum
that will make gamers fall in love with
GTA 5 and the game’s developers.
Although it might sound like the game

is just a harsh piece of witty satire direct- .

ed towards all aspects of contemporary
America, the gameplay hits it out of the
park as well. When I first learned of the
three-character storyline, I was unsure
what to think, but eventually Rockstar
won me over with it. The stories of the
three different protagonists manage to
intertwine perfectly over time and will
leave fans extremely satisfied. Gamers
can choose to spend theit time enjoying

the fruits of being one of three n
criminals in a city with limitle:
bilities, or they can completely
themselves in the storyline an
their time shaping their GTA 5 ex
with the important decisions the
Most of the improvements and

tures added to:the: game Wwre to
- dated combat syster -
“Grand Theft Auto

new to the GTA series
ization. The game has
apons; and even more OF
available to fans who paid ext
collector’s edition or special ed
can enhance almost every one @
with custom paint jobs, silence:
ed clips, and even scopes.
Grand Theft Auto Five gave

of enjoyment and interaction t
never felt before in a video

-improved gameplay, along witk

tacular storyline, help Grand ’
Five secure the Grand Theft A
reputation as the standard in
and urban combat games.
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- College, and the socializing th
independence and learn how
partying that has always been «
higher stakes. Drugs and alc
than they already were due to
cohol and drug abuse comes th
ingly, some student’s risky decis
life




‘Recently, music festivals and club drugs have become synonymous. For
college kids, music festlvals are a way to get off campus and listen to their
favorite bands, as well as get high. The newest trend is “molly;” also known
as MDMA or “Ecstasy” While the drug itself has been around for years, its
recent rebranding has made it extremely popular with college kids. The side
effects of Molly include increased heart rate and blood pressure, which can be
a warning sign to users that they have taken too much. Unfortunately, these
symptoms can also be confused with the exhrlaratlon of seeing your favorite
band in concert and constant dancing, so many users don't realize they have
overdosed. The name molly may denote it being cute and harmless, but the
reahty is anythmg but. The three day New York City music festival “Electric

~ Z0o” was forced to cancel its last day after two people overdosed and died
from molly. Just a week earlier, successful college student Brittany Flannigan
overdosed on the same drug during her first concert at House of Blues. The
reason for the overdoses is that users can never know What kind of other
drugs molly is cut with, which my cause fatalities.

t‘vcene] because Leigh ] lo%res
- about curfew, and she’s

u'tles that she S become good
s ' .

with it, used to be a way to find your
ge your time. Recently, however, the
.ollege has become riskier, with much
' started to become more dangerous

{ trends to get wasted. Along with al-
wmbers in student suicide. Unknow-
le in college made the choice between

for them. Drunk drlvmg 3, 360 000 students between the ages of 18 and

- 24 drlve under the mﬂuence of aIcohoI

- Health problems' More than 150 000 students develop an alco-
jhol related health problem. o .

. Alcohol abuse and dependence' 31 percent of college stu-

_ dents met criteria for a diagnosis of alcohol abuse and 6 percent
fora dlagnOSlS of alcohol dependence in the past 12 months, ac-
cordmg to questlonnalre -based seIf—reports about their drinking.

. Assault' 696,000 students between the ages of 18 and 24 are %
assaulted by another student who has been drinking. .

(Source: colIegednnkmgpreventton gov)

If you are trying to help someone who is depressed,
- you can call 1-800-SUICIDE or go to your school
health facility and ask for assistance.









STUDENT LIFE
HEMIDR SPOTLIBHT

Erin Conway
Reporter

Describe your experience at Boys State/ Governors School

A: Tt was the best experience of my life. Everyone there was so amazingly talented and
smart, unlike regular school.

C: It was a really unique and humbling experience because youre not on the high end
anymore; you're equal to everyone. I loved it and learned a lot.

Where do you want to go to college and why?
A: This is hard. I'm applying to about 12 different schools, 10 of which are audition
schools. Right now I don't really know where I want to go.

C: I really want to go to UVA, it’s my top choice. I want to go there because the
campus is nice, and I love their pre-med program. They also have one of the best
business schools on the east coast.

What do you like to do in your free time?
A:1 like to sing in my free time and because I plan on majoring in
musical theater, do shows, and I am now taking dance lessons.
C: Well, when I have free time, Ilove going to parks or exploring
. something I haven't seen before.

& In three words how:would you describe yourself?
A: Bossy, controlling, and a good friend.
C: Inquiring, determined, and goal-driven.

| What are you most excited for your senior year?
* A: We have the perks of leaving early, but I did that my sophomore and junior year
anyway. Also, the hype squad is fun, I guess.
C: I'm most excited for second semester when everything is done and I can just
enjoy my classes, not have to be super worried about my grades, and just enjoy the
time I have left with peers and teachers.

If you were a color, what color would you be and why?
A: Teal because that’s my favorite color.

C: I would be dark blue because it’s an intelligent color and it looks very good on me.
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The Wire is a self-funding publication whose aim is to inform, educate,
and entertain the student body. The Wire will not print any material that
is libelous or obscene, or that will invade any person’s right to privacy.
The ideas expressed in unsigned editorials reflect the opinions of the
newspaper staff; however, Letters to the Editor do not. The Wire is an
open forum for discussion which is printed by Silver Communications.
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