Anum Jaffri
News Editor

| parking spot.

- Administration hopes that this will

with their patking spot and patking in
someone else’s assigned spot.

Alrhough, smadents have gotten away
with parking in othet spaces before,
administration says that checking
will be strict this yeat. Tickets will
- be wiitten for those parking in the
~ spots of others. Senior Alex Davis
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Parking Problem Has Resolution

s the right for students to choose their own
When a student repisters
for a patking pass, they can indicate the
. spot they want to have for the entire year.

. cut down on students being unhappy |

“‘

The beginning of the school year also
establishes a privilege that some may come
A student driving to

to See as a nuisance.

school, although allowed, becomes a problem
when the student parks where they ate not
supposed to and when they park in residential
areas, sometimes blocking driveways.

AelW Pareiig Jyseenn, ik

- remembers driving to school with his

' there was a free space,” he said, But

‘The School year hasn’t even begun
yet and PCPS is already ahead of the
. technological game. By the end of last
- year, Fairfax County Public Schools
completed installment of high-speed
witeless connections in every patt of
the school network

Accesstotheinternetwithin classrooms
- and computer labs is a resoutce that
has been available for teachers and
students for years in schools across the
- nation. Fairfax Country schools also
hold the distinction of being one of
the very first in the wircless internet
| movement. Our school system has
- supplied a wireless signal to “every
- nook and cranny in every school
building” in the county according to
- Maribeth Luftglass, the school systems
- chief informaton officer. “The
- installation process was a tough period
. to get through and seemed like it took
. forever, but I definitely feel like it was
- worth ever second of waiting,” says
. Zina Facemire, oneof the School-Based
Technology Specialists. Although the
installation of high-speed internet took
- awhile to get set up, it came with many

advantages.

“Not only is high-speed internet
quicker, it is also becoming much more
- secure thanwhatitused to bein previous
. years,” says Robert Snyder, another
- School-Based Technology Specialist.
. BCPS chose Cisco Systems Internet
Protocol to provide the county with

a secure and flexible network. 7,500
- Cisco Aironet 1100 Series access points
- have been deployed throughout FCPS’s

=

sister two yeats ago. “She just parked wherever

likes the idea of getting to choose your own
. spot. “I think it would help you get to class
on time, instead of hunting around for a spot.
. You’re already guaranteed your free spot.”

Davis
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The mobile labs have opened new apportaniiies for
reaching.

242 schools and facilities. Access points
ate devices used to connect wireless
communicaton together to create
a wircless network. Luftglass feels
that this could be “one of the biggest
witeless installations in the country.”
The high-speed wireless internet
is only available through laptops as
of right now. These laptops are on
rolling carts, which can be brought to
any classroom easily without any wires
or any hassle. Using laptops is more
convenient for teachers as well because
they do not have to take away from
instruction time to transfer students
to a sepatate computer lab. As school
populations grow and laptops are now
conveniently being used and put on
catts, the free space can be used for

classrooms.

With such an easy internet
connection and mobile laptops, more
and more Standards of Leatning are
being tested online, instead of on the
bubble in sheets. Taking the SOL’%
online makes the testing process easier
for stadents because the information
needed for grading is already inserted
into the computer. All the students
need to do is log into the computer
and follow instructions given by the
teacher, When taken ogline, SOL
tesults are accessible within 24 hours,
instead of weeks or even months.
This makes the grading process more
convenient.

Many residents around our school see
students parking on their streets as irritating,
The few spots on Quander Road in front of
the Quander Road School are “no problem,”
according to Safety and Secutity' Specialist
William Haire. But, as a result the school gets

problem anymore,
thinks that people should ask
2 permission before they park in
front of a house.

complaints when students park on residential
streets. Since there are not cnough parking
spots for everyone on campus, parking in
residential areas around the school is not
forbidden, but
Students, once patked, also jump fences to
get to Quander Road, “really upsetting the
necighbothoods,” said Haire.

it is not recommended.

“People used to park in

g our yard,” said junior Stuart
Robinson,
S Quander Road.

who lives aon
Although
he stll

Students parking in

neighborhoods just “shows that we need more
parking space,” said senior Shukura Abbott.
“Or that people just don’t want to pay,” she
added, laughing,

Consideting the issue of being able to paint

See Parking, page 4

Warming Up or
Cooling Down

Colin Chadduck
Business Manager

Global warming is a
much  debated  subject.
With the improvements
in enginecting and science
over the last few yearts, a
group of people beli
the earth is ac

massive floo
of life.

The severse of GlopaD

WarmingisGlobal Dimming;
when soot is released into
the atmosphere water vapor
condenses atound the dirt
particles forming what is
called a thermal nuclei. This
happens with or without
human interaction, but when
a lot of soot is released such
asdue to factories, jet air
trails, etc. This in turn makes
the thermal nuclei smaller
and closer together. This
process makes the clouds
mote reflective of light rays
and heat rays coming from
the sun so less heat and light

get beyond our atmosphere.
This cooling could eventually
cause an ice age. More
immediate problems of
Global Dimming ate heath
issues related to unclean air
such as asthma, lung issues,

eve thaie &£

§ n0L ety said English
acher Kim Summers.
Sophomore Neil Burke said,
“I prefer cold weather, so [
think that Global Dimming
is neutral™.

Although both Global
Warming and Dimming are
serious problems, research
has shown they balance each
other out. One is heating up
the world causing tropical
and subtropical climates,
while the other is cooling
the world off causing ice
ages. The end result is a

precarious balancing  act
that could send the earth to
chaos.



the summer? How many hours did you spend at the

families would spend mote on back to school supplies
this year than last year,

Not that they really needed to, over the years students
and parents have found that only the basics are

: clothes ate really expensive,”

exclaimed junior Laura Howell, Many new trends have
been targeted toward the teenage spenders making
them irresistible to pass by.

Maybe if students received more guidance when
shopping before the school yeas, more money would
be saved, Generic supply list were seen in a few random
stores to guide spenders however the best resource
could only come from the teachers themselves. “I
think Il wait till the teachers say what they want”
determined parent Donna Tse. Students often find
that teachers may require something different from
what they previously bought at the store,

Stores that hauled in the cash include what else?
- Wal-Mart, “I got a lot of stuff [at] Wal-Mart,” admited
| junior Rebecca Murphy. Other places include Tatget,
- Old Navy, and various discount stores, “I spent my
own money” said Murphy. This was also predicted
~ by the National Retail Fedetation, students spending
theit own money:

Back to school shopping is a time to ptepare for
the coming school year. It allows students to feel
confident and comfortable with transition. So what
cxactly ate students spending theirs or their patent’s
money on? Let’s do the marh: Skinny Jeans at Old
Navy 825, Dell laptop $800, graphing calculator, up
to a $100, Janspott student backpack $50. The look
on our patents faces when they see the bill, scary, The
look on our parents faces as we drag to the bus stop
- 3t 6:00 am in the morning, priceless. For everything

- else, there’s Wal-Mart.

Outraged Advice

Dear Editor,

There’s only one way to 80 back to high school
—outraged. After all, there’s always something to
complain about, so as a senior I must impart such
necessaty fury to every incoming class.

My first nugget of wisdom for How Not to Screw
Yourself — take the SAT twice. Your scores will
probably drop from the third time onwatd, And since
T dido’t know how to sign up for the SAT untl halfway
through junior year, Pll enlighten any followers —
welcome to a place called CollegeBoatd.com. Ir’s all
the educational super-business that holds everything
you need, from study courses for the SAT to college
searches to test registration.

Now, I'd like to introduce everybody to the little-
known baby sister of the SAT, the SAT II. What
on earth is that, you may ask? Well, don’t wait until
. junior year to find out. It’s the SAT Subject test. it
covers Bnglish, Math, Biology, etc. Don'’t expect you
guidance counselor to Pop the question about these
babies either. Some colleges expect at least three of
these tests to apply. But one of the good things is that
you can take three at one time, Felling hung out t¢
. dry? Yes. Welcome to high school.

Senior, Allison Tse

School Shopping

- Here we are again, yet another year with a whole new
learning experience ahead. Welcome back students,
Perhaps you yawn as you read this greeting. Maybe
a few questions will wake you up and get the brain
working once more: How long did you stay up over

beach? Sleeping? Reading? Working on the AP ptoject?
How much money did you spend on school supplies?
The National Retail Fedetation sutvey predicted that

If you have an opinion on a school-related issue, please
submit your Letter to the Editor of 250 words or less
to Room 418 Quander, or e-mail us at: kelcy.peirre. @
feps.edu. All submissionshecome propetty of The Wire,

f“q‘

Alex Keckeisen
Editor-in-Chigf
We have all been there before. You are in the middle
of an extremely important call on your cell phone and

Towers Taking Over Our World

about 20-feet taller, and lease the space so that -
could install up to three antennas inside. After m
negotiation, the church agreed and currently, the to
is being erected.

Frankly, in this day and age we need more

suddenly you temember whete you are. You think, “Oh
god,” and think about telling the person [ -
you are talking to that you are about to hit a
dreaded “dead zone.” You brace for impact
as you hit it and suddenly your phone sends
you a nice clear message. Call dropped.

In the past few years, as cell phone
companies have scrambled to keep up with
the competition, cell phone towets have
been sprouting up in the form of hideous
“trees” You can always point out which
tree is not real because it towers above the
real trees and has metal equipment hanging
off the side, These competitive companics
try to boast that they all have the best cell phone service
around but it always seems as if you can go from full
service to no setvice in no-time.

Sprint Corporation, which is one of the largest
telecommunication companics in the country, recently
approached Saint Lukes Episcopal Church on Ft. Hunt
Road regarding their steeple. Sptint made an offer
to buy the church a steeple, which would have to be

phone towers.
busy schedules
students in school
work, or just hang
out, we cani
afford to have de
zones. Some h:
said that these tow
can cause exirer
radiation but the
have been no stud
that conelusive
show that these ce
phone towers can cause any type of harm accordis
the FCC,

So as new cell phone towers set up our backyard
why fight technology if it has been ruling us for
many years. With the way our country is transformin
it is inevitable to get more cell phone towers, and wh
not, technology is a way of life and advancing it is jus
another step forward.

Photo by Alex Keckeisen
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The Pros and Cons of Flex

Must we all suffer?

It’s Not That Bad!

Taylor Dankmyer
Managing Editor
As T wrote in the May ‘06 edition of The
Wire, the Flex schedule is a great idea. That
was last yeat, now we are actually following
thtough with the idea, and people have mixed
feelings about the schedule.

I don’t think students like change. There are
many students, and even staff against the Flex
schedule. Howevet, like anything new there
ate things that need to be worked
out in the beginning.

T’ve never been fond of the old
schedule, really; it was okay, but
nothing special. The Wires own
Hooff Cooksey, in the February
‘06 issue of the paper, talked about
the pros of having a study hall.
Well, folks, the Flex is like a study
hall. T don’t understand why people
wouldn’t like a period to either do
homewotk or do something that
they would have to stay after school for
without the Flex schedule.

Many students believe that it is okay to skip,
just like any other class, and if you are going
to go to another class for help, it has to be
prearranged so the teacher will be expecting

you. If you don’t come, you can be caught
skipping. There is mote order to the Flex
period than many students believe.

Also last year in the poll and around
the school, T heard students saying the
schedule was confusing. Anything

stay after because they have work or family
obligations, or because on that day the bus
doesn’t come and they cannot get 2 ride.

Only a fraction of our school’s students
drive to school (including me), so to drivets
it isn’t a problem. However, for the students
who cannot get a tide from a friend, a parent
ot anyone, staying after school is not as easy.
Before [ had a cat, I was in this jam 2 few times
last year myself. With the Flex, students’ ime
spent after school
will be decreased, or
totally crased.

I mean, lets be
honest, how many
of us want to stay
after school? When
school is ovet, I want
school over, especially
if you are one of the
many that patticipate
in sports. All athletes
stay after school for practice or come back
later in the day for practice, Why wouldn’t
you want to get as much school work done
without staying after or having to stay up
through the wee hours of the night?

Another complaint students have is that
one minute has been taken off students” ime
between classes.

Want to hear an additional plus that many
students probably didn’t think about? Thete
are now four lunches. Sure, you have less of 2

probability of being with all

Phato by Grace Powell

new is hard to get used to and

your friends, but the positive

’

usnally hard to understand. Just Why dO]:l & . is that there will be less
because students are confused students glVe 1t studentsin each lunch, which
about the schedule, doesn’t mean a chance? means shotter lines, when in

turn results in mote time to

students shouldn’t like it. Why
don't students give it a chance?

By the way, the scheduleis notrocket science.
It is confusing at first, like most things in life,
but if students took some time to understand
it, stadents would catch on. Our school iso't
going to leave you hanging either. There are
plenty of knowledgeable people that will
tell you where to go, and explain the Flex
schedule to you.

The Flex schedule eliminates negatives of
the old schedule. Plenty of students and staff
complained about the short 7th period. Last
year, teachers set up a different schedule for
their seventh period class. Also, the 7" period
class made it hard to do lengthy things like 2
test, This is now not a problem!

I also believe that many students are being
quite selfish when thinking about the Flex
schedule. Many students at out school cannot

eat, this results in more time
to talk or do that homework that you were
supposed to do last night (which will happen
less because of the Flex because you will get a
chance to do homework duting the Flex!).

If you have problems with having a schedule,
this is a petfect time to learn how to manage
one and stay organized. Folks, here is the
perfect time for you and that shiny blue thing
called a planner to get acquainted.

Out school did not go into this misguided,
they have been planning it sense the end of last
year. With everything, there are certain kinks
to work out, but that is because the school
is going undet a drastic change, and it is for
the better! Overall, I think the Flex schedule
is excellent. It fixes a lot of the problems with
the old schedule, and I only wish it had been
around for my first two years.

Mativa Ilyas
WNews Editor

As we begin a new year of high school,
there is something we must all obey: the
Flex Schedule. The Flex Plan was put
into practice by the administration this
past June fot this year and the years to
come. Its goal was to provide a “study
hall” for students who were unable
to stay after school with

soon become dependent. High school is
supposed to get most of us ready for
college and for some, the real world, If
an individual cannot manage their time,
why should those who can be punished?
Students who need such help should
consult their connselors or their parents
for advice. As far as academics go, it is
the responsibility and choice of every

individual to make the

teachers, who needed extra
help, and who needed to
make up work. But why

The Flex Plan
creates many

right and proper decisions
for themselves.
If a student does not

should the whole school Problems; it never want to study for tests,
. then that is his h
suffer the consequences should have bean 50 2R 1 or her

and the confusion of the
Flex Plan because some

implemented!

ptoblem: they will fail. If
a student does not want

students have trouble with
time management?

To squeeze in an extra period, the Flex
Plan takes away much of our valuable
and precious time. An extra lunch petiod
has been added as well, D Lunch, which
means we will no longer have many of
our friends with us during lunch. Thete
is no longer a seventh period evety day,
instead a new eighth petiod is in its
place. Evety class is four to five minutes
shorter than usual. More chaos kicks
in when students need to get special
petmission from both teachers if they
wish to be in 2 different class than the
designated Flex period. And that doesn’t
start until October.

“] feel that the Flex schedule will
make it scem as if school is longer than
it actually is,” said freshman Ayesha
Ahmad. “1 prefer the regular
block scheduling”

The Flex schedule may work
well for freshmen since they
ate new, but it may anger the
seniors who have been here
all three yeats and need to
relax during their last year
here. “Although at first it may
be hard, 1 think the freshmen
will have 2 much easier time
adapting to the new schedule
versus the students who have been here
at our school longer and are used to
something different,” said sophomore
Anna Beth Lee.

High school is where we students learn
how to become independent and manage
our tme. If the school administration
keeps guiding us by enforcing practices,
such as the Flex Schedule, then we will

heels hust my feet, and
; _nat hm a saudmmacc&nz

to do homework, then
that is their problem: they will not learn,
If a student does not want to seck extra
help, then that is their problem: they
will lose. There is a different way to deal
with such students; punishment for the
whole school is not the way. These are
all choices that the student makes. He
or she will suffer later ba in life, why
should the peers have to pay the price
for actions they choose to take?

Besides all of this, the new schedule
is confusing to many stwudents! Will
teachers have to waste their class tme
explaining it to the students? Will the
administration call an assembly to clear
the confusion? The Flex Plan creates
many problems; it never should have
been implemented!

The Flex Plan is not only creating
problems for
students, but
some teachers also
feel the pressure.
“Flex places more
responsibility  on
the teacher because
it forces teachers to
communicate with
one another and be
more accutate with
its attendance,”
said Health and PE. teacher, Ms. Denise
Green.

1 believe teachers, students, and
the administration all make up the
community of 2 school. According to
the rules of democracy, we all should
have been involved in deciding and
voting on the Flex Schedule. Only chaos
awaits us now.

Photo by Grace Powell
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The Appeal of Your Personality ... Online

Kelly Wood

Featurer Bditor

Most high school students have a MySpace and/ot
Facebook account. In general, MySpace is more populat
among high school students, while Facebook tends to attract
those in college. So what exactly is it about these websites
that draws so much interest?

“I love MySpace and usually go on it at least seven hours
2 week,” said sophomore Ruby Szilagi, MySpace offers
variety of entertainment including music, videos, and games.
Not to mention the continuous pattern of leaving messages
for friends and recerving comments hack,

By just looking at a MySpace account, it is easy to get an
idea of what a person is like. The website allows people
to exptess their personality and uniqueness, whether it is
done through music, background, ot icon selection. Szilagi
said, “MySpace makes it easy to talk to friends and T really
enjoy decorating it and making it into something that fits my
personal taste.”

Facebook offers a little less variety but is an ideal website
for friends wanting to communicate, “A lot of people

like Facebook because they can upload more pictures

Sneke N Chat ANomL G e b
= Conmmy Sy Ruihcoyee Myfpaidiv MEvT
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Myspace, an internet network, attracts many teeriage fans

there than on MySpace. Facebook also has a lot fewer ads
and other garbage on it,” said junior Andrea Jensen. Like
MySpace, Facebook allows you to leave messages for friends
and comment on pictures. A huge difference between the
two is that Facebook focuses on pictutes. If someone hasa
picture of you, they can tag it which sends it directly to your
account. This allows everyone to see this picture when they
view your profile. Only you and the petson who tagged your
pictute ate able to remove it from your profile. Facebookis

a good way for friends to keep in touch and get a chance to
actually see what everyone has been up to.

Howevet, there are some people who ate not thrilled by
these websites. Many teachers and parents have complaints
and concerns dealing with the amount of information kids
put on the popular websites about themselves.

In an article from the Pittsburg Post-Gazette, staff writer
Timothy McNulty wrote, “Almost 40 petcent of American
high school students have posted personal information
such as names, e-mail addresses, age and gender on the
Web, according to iSafe student surveys, and 12 petcent
have had face-to-face meetings with people they have met
online. Internet security and law enforcement officials
say the personal data publicly available on MySpace and
similar networking sites, matched with innocent atiitudes by
youths, make the sites ripe for informaton-digging sexual
predatots.”

'This threat has yet to stop teenagers from joining these sites.
Over one hundred million people have a MySpace account
and the number is steadily increasing, When asked why so
many people continue to use these sites, Jensen teplied, “I
guess because they're just so addicting]”

Will Flex be a

Drew Smith

Wire Photographer

This 2006- 2007 school year starts a new
program regarding the schedule, called Flex,
There are eight periods and period four is
the flex period. The flex period is where
you preartange meetings with a teacher, go
to their classroom and get extra help in that
patticular subject. The program is especially
designed to help students get more help and
overall improve grades.

The man in chatge of implementing this
new schedule is assistant principal Rod
Manuel, the former principal of Annandale
High School. Annandale is the only other
school in Fairfax County with the Flex
schedule. There the program succeeded in
its poal to help students of all skill levels. So,
with West Potomac’s problems of low grades
from students in all grades and skill Ievels, the
decision to bring Flex here was suppotted by
the former principal. “It gives students and
teachers the oppottunity to be able to meet
individual needs,” said Manuel, who sees the
new schedule as a positive change intended to
bring up low grades.

However, despite the administrators’
positive outlook on the change, not everyone
is as excited as they are. In fact, senior
Tommy Ferguson does not even know what
the new schedule is, and he is not alone. “I'm
not sure I understand it,” has been the most
common response to the introduction of

Success?

the Flex program, and the confusion is still
spreading.

With the new “Flex Passes” students are
allowed to go to different classes during the
flex period. But with the year just beginning,
it might prove difficult for teachers to keep
track of students who are supposed to be in
class with them. The program is designed to
give the teachers the power to say whether
students can or canhot leave their class, or
come to the class. These decisions are to be
made zhead of time, so the smdent can be
given the flex pass. But while teachers are
available duting the FLEX period, whether or
not they will be available after school remains
yet to be seen.

Concerns like these are spreading among
parents and teachers as the thought of
keeping track of not only the students
they have that day, but students from other
classes too. During this confusion, there is
still a concern about whether students will
take advantage of teachers and the Flex
pass and skip school, As English teacher
Mary Mathewson commented on how the
administrators intend to monitor kids leaving
school she replied, “I can’t even imagine.”

In fact, teachers’ appeat to be less than
thrilled about the flex schedule, The teachers
actually had come up with their own idea
for remediation, but felt like it was not even
considered by the administration. According
to math teacher Patti Conrad, the idea was to
create an “imbedded second

September Flex Schedule

period that acted as a sort of

Sundsy  Blondey  Tussdey  Wesnesdaw  Thusdsy | Fridep | Sabweday ‘mentoring period.”
1 2 Overall, the new progtam
is somewhat divided. While
] 4 5 6 mexist|? § Flelst |9 the administration loves it and
13,57 (2,168 | 1357 |2168 is alrcady counting on huge
10 1 12 Flexind|12 14 Flex3rd |15 16 imPfDVCmEDtS, the teachers
L3,57 | 2,268 |1.357 | 2368 (1,357 and students seem somewhat
(b3 18 Flex5th|19 0 Flex fith | 21 12 FlexTih |23 reserved and ncgative. The
1,568 |1,3,57 (2,668 (1,357 |2,7.63 FLEX schedule will either be 2
M B % Facsm |7 = win @ W0 big success, or will follow the
1,357 | 2,868 1,357 [2,1,68 (1,357 Efdt}l that the “D-F initiatiye”

New Morning After Pill
Ruling Not Extended to Teens

Kate O’Connor
WNens Editor

The motning aftet pill, matketed as Plan
B, is a drug that prevents pregnancy. This
summer, the FDA ruled the diug could be
sold over the counter in Virginia to anyone
18 or older.

Before the ruling, nine states, Washington,
California, New Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii,
Maine, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts and
Vermont, already passed
regulations allowing
sale of the morning
after pill to people of
all ages. Younger teens
are still able to purchase
the drug in those states;
however, in the other 41
states, including Vitpinia,
anyone buying the pill
will be carded by the

pharmacist.
Both pro-life and pro-
abortion supportets

ate unconvinced that

use it as an alternative to prescribed birt
control, something it is not meant for
because of the high levels of hormones i
contains,

“Thete is no way to control irresponsibl
sex,” said junior Meredith Maple, “but girl
deserve this option. It's mote impottan
to keep teens from getting pregnant thas
trying to promote abstinence.”

How does it work? It does not end .

Photo By Kate O’Connor

“Plan B” will now be available over the counter in Virginia

the age restriction is an

intelligent decision. Some say that it will only
serve to restrict the number of women able
to prevent unplanned pregnancies; others
see the constraint as a way for older males
to be irresponsible and take advantage of
younger women,

“Teen mothers keep getting younger ...
If the drug is there it should be open to
anyone who needs it” said Karin Neal,
an 18-year old West Potomac graduate.
She also said the pill made her feel safer,
although she doesn’t plan on using it.

While the age restrictions create debate,
Plan B itself is a controversial drug
Advyocates see the morning after pill as a
needed option in a woman’s choice of hirth
control; a backup solution when things don’t
go as planned. They support it as a step
toward reducing the nation’s three million
annual unplanned pregnancies. Detractors
view it as a chemical abottion that could

pregnancy, but rather prevents it. The active
ingredient, Progestin, is the same as on
found in birth control pills, but in a stronges
dose. Plan B is designed to be taken withir
72 hours of intercourse with a second dose
taken 12 hours later. Motning after pills are
generally considered safe, but should not be
the only contraceptive used because the;
are not as effective, Plan B will not preven
sexually transmitted diseases like HIV and
Herpes, and it won’t provide protectior
more than 72 hours after unplanned sex,

Barr Pharmaceuticals, which makes the pill
says it will begin nonprescription sales by
the end of the year. Pharmacies will have tc
card anyone requesting Plan B, and the pills
will be kept behind the counter, just as cold
medications containing pseudoephedrine
ate handled. The only way a younget teen
will be able to buy Plan B is with a doctor’s
note or prescription.

4 The Wire
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General Assembly Gave Financial
Holiday to Back to School Shoppers

Mariya Ilyas
News Editor

Opver the summet, the Virginia General
Assembly decided on 2 bill to help fami-
lies financially. The bill that was passed
allowed consumers to purchase school
supplies free of tax, Many students and
businesses benefited from this policy.

The eatly-birds who got their back-to-
school shopping done at the beginning
of August took advantage of a special
Virginia pelicy implemented this yeat
According to the official, Virginia
Department of Taxation website,
“Vitginia’s General Assembly unani-
mously apptoved the state’s first
sales tax holiday earlier this year.”
Virginia’s first Sales Tax Holiday be-
gan at 12:01 a.m. on FPriday August
4, 2006 and ended at 11:59 pun.
on Sunday, August 6, 2006. During
Virginia’s “holiday,” retailers were
not charged the five percent sales tax
on selected school supplies pticed at

mate savings of $3.6 million to consum-
ers. It is up to the dealers to absorb the
tax on any non-exempt items duting the
holiday; however, there is no requirement
to do so. The reason the General Assem-
bly apptroved a Sales Tax Holiday was to
help families with childten in school and
to help boost the retail economy in Vir-
ginia,

For those who missed the tax-free holi-
day, there is no need to worty. “In 2006,
the General Assembly approved Virgin-

Photo by Mariya Lyas

Students who tootk advaintage of the Virginia Sates Tae
$20 or less per item, or on clothing  Hofiday saved  lot of mongy on special school sigpplies.

and footwear priced at $100 or less
per ardcle or pair.

Spanish 2 and 4 teacher Victoria
O’Connor said, “When I first moved to
the D.C. area in 1994, 1 remember hearing
about a Sales Tax Holday in the Disttict.
I always wondered why the other jurisdic-
tions (VA and MD) dida’t have a similar
program. I think VA has now learned that
by having a Sales Tax Holiday, the state
gets some good publicity.”

Vitginia’s first Sales Tax Holiday was
created under House Bill 532 and Senate
Bill 571. Its impact is to offer approxi-

ia’s first Sales Tax Holiday, to take place
each year on the first full weekend in Au-

gust,” states the Virginia Department of

Taxation website.

“T think they should extend it a little bit
longer,” said junior Maritza Avalos, “and
the holiday should be a little closet to the
starting of school.”

Avalos thinks the teachets benefited the
most from this policy because they in-
tend to buy more things for their classes.
O’Connor believes the “students benefit-

ed most from this policy as the majority
of items on the list are mote specific to
student back-to-school needs than teach-
er back-to-school needs.”

A specific list of articles and supplies
was posted on the website, Some of items
included binders, pens, legal notepads,
paints, notebooks, textbooks, handheld
electronic schedules, sheet music, index
cards, diskettes, and compact discs. But
computers, 2 highly needed school sup-
ply for college students were not listed
on the list as tax-free. The website pro-
vided no specific reason as to why, but
’Connor believes it was not fair for
such items to not be included in tax-free
list. “T have often wondered why the big-
ger ticket items such as computers were
not included,” said O’Connor. “I do not
think if is fair to exempt these items but [
understand why the state does this. The
lost tax revenue on items such as these
would be too burdensome.”

Thitteen other states offer sales tax
holiday to their people too. Tennessee
and Alabama are new to-this policy just
as Virginia is. New York was the first
state to offer a sales tax holiday in 1997
while Maryland has been offering a tax
break since 2001. Other states that of-
fer a tax exemption on school supplies
ate Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Towa,
Missouri, New Mexico, Notth Carolina,
South Carolina and Texas.

The Sales Tax Holiday is one of the
most beneficial policies which can help
save money in years to come, both for
businesses and consumers. Don’t miss

out next yeat!

Paying the Price of Being a Senior

Kate Sigety
Wire Reporter

Senior year is a glamorous
one. It is waited for and
anticipated by many since
middle school and maybe
even elementary, but during all
of these years of anticipation,
do we stop to consider how
much it really costs to be the
school’s top dogp?

Senior year is not only the
final year of high school,
but most likely the most

patents, and soon the senior
class website will be edited on
Blackboard,” stated excited was going. Our grad paity Neal
was held at ESPN
Zone and  that
was afl experience
of a lifeime and
wotth every cent,”
stated former 2006

The costly Prosm Vickels gave students a chanee i

graduate,
Neal.

Courtesy of Electric Entertainment

momney to me for senior dues,
but then I realized where it

Before senior
year even begins, one’s wallet
rising seniors talk
about, get nervous

makeup professionally done. 1
wanted to look my best,” said

Senior prom might be the
most prominent memory of
all of high schoal. The tickets
are cxpensive enough as it is,
but there is so much mere to
pay for than just an entrance
Karin fee. A whole lot of effort and
stress goes into prom night,
and the event can often drain
Reservations
for dinner at a nice, classy
restaurant can be stressful to
reserve, not to mention the

memorable and enjoyable, but
excitement comes at a price.
The number one thing that
comes to mind when thinking
about how much money goes
into senior year is definitely
senior dues. Like all other
fees, no seniot looks forward
to paying their dues, which
in the past years have usually
averaged arcund 100 dollars.
“The semior activities are
already set for this year, a letter
has been sent out to senior

dance with principal Ms. Rima Vesilind,

about, and prepare
for their senior

senior sponsor Iris Cox, But
with hefty dues come many
rewards and benefits. For
example, a perk of having
dues paid is the opportunity
to attend the faculty vs. senior
basketball game and the all
night graduate party, both of
which you have to weat your
senior t-shirt. “At first 100
dollars seemed like a lot of
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Tom Harvey
Owner

T926 Fort Hunl Road
Alexandria, VA 22308
(703) T65-3722

Fax (703) 765-2648

pictures. There
are so many choices to pick
from when it comes to senior
pictures, ranging from how
many outfits to wear, what
different poses and different
backgrounds to use, and not
to mention what different
styles girls want to go for with
their hair and makeup. “For
my senior pictures [ went
all out and had my hair and

cost for the actual dinmer,
Then of course there is the
expense of a dress or tuxedo.
For girls there is the sttess
of hair, nails and makeup.
Last, but certainly not least,
transportation, especially if
you’re looking at limoes, can
jack up the price of the night
even more,

All in all the dollars add up
senior year, but for most patt,
memories outweigh the cost.

Sunflower Florist

Highway
' Alexandria, VA 22306-6701

www.sun-flower.com
6678 Richmond Hig :

(703) 768-4594
(800) 835-1672
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Hartley Hardly Rests

Evan Fritz

Wire Reporter

Yes, summer is known as an anticipated yeatly retreat
into a state of relaxation. Yet for many, each consecutive
summer vacation becomes increasingly riddled with mote
tesponsibilities. One such responsibility is that of a summer
job. One person who had to fit work into her free time was
seniot Megan Hartley Many people ate unable to rip the
“wotk band-aid” off and most end up layering the entire
summer with regular work. However, Hartley was one of the
privileged few who were able to get the dreaded summer work
out of the way during the first half of summer turning the
rest of the summer break into a true relaxation period.

Was it skillful negotiating on Hartley’s part or was it her
employer’s benevolent nature? Either way this breathing room
allowed her to travel along with her family to Wisconsin

Hustling Haurie

Evan Fritz

Wire Reporter

Who says that 2 non-traveling summer is a boring one? Someone’s home
turf can be bustling with fresh experiences waiting to be found. One just
needs to know where to look to find such experiences.

For senior Samantha Haurie, summer vacation was anything but mundane.
Even though she found herself in Virginia for the entirety of vacation, she
had no problem finding things to do. Haurie found most of her time spent
socializing with friends, which was fine with her. “Every night it was something
different, I was never bored,” she said. Appatently Haurie wasn’t the only one
who stayed in and around home. With many students rooted to Fairfax duting
the summer, the social scene was surprisingly active. Haurie also filled her
time attending the UNCG Summer Music Camp, a program that works with
music students to help further develop their talents stretching throughout the
middle of July. “We played music for five houts 2 day”, said Haurie, “and we
had a concert at the end. Tt was preat.”

The summet was not all fun and games for het as she was obligated to pursue
a summer career opportunity. The most important things that Haurle learned
over the summer came from her involving work. “1 experienced a job in a
cotporation. 'm not just saying ‘you want fries with that?® I learned how to
wotl hard” This is definitely a positive output coming from 2 span of time
infamous for the amount of information and academic discipline drained from
the average teenaget’s brain. Taking in everything that she has expetienced
over the vacation, Haurtie claims that this has been her best summer vacation
by fat.

When asked why she thought so, she said it was because of the amount of
leeway granted by her parents. “I had a lot more freedom than T used to.”
That would do it, just 2 little freedom and who needs the airplane ticket.

or two weeks, Florida for one week, and Texas for another
week. Refiecting on the summer, Hartley confirmed that the
traveling portion was her favorite part of the break. *I got to
see a lot of my friends from the Midwest while on vacation.”
In a sense, this is what made her vacation unique. Older
frienidships with friends and family only strengthened duting
her trip out west. “I grew a lot closer to people.” When asked
how this vacation compared to previous summer breaks,
Hartley labeled it as her best summer yet,

With her summer work finished halfway through the break,
she was able to spend plenty of time with friends and family,
Apart from the normal aspects of a summer, Hartley had
some unique expetriences. “I learned to water skil” exclaimed
Hartley, clearly displaying her vacation as an unforgettable
one.
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Mims took his first stop in Dayton,
Ohio where he explored the Wright

Brothers Museum.

Mr. Mims started out his long journey
atound the US. in Vitginia whete he lives.

Taking a break in Detroit,
Michigan, Mims was able to

g enjoy the Motown Museum.
% Mr. Mins sifting at bis computer gefting work ingether before the first :y
g‘ of_schaol.
g
3 § His last scenic yiew he wanted to Breath taking views of the
see before heading home was the CN (Canadian National)
fascinating Niagra Falls in Ontario, Tower stopped Mims from
Canada.

leaving Toronto.

Taylor Dankmyes
Managing Hditor

Ah yes, some of us have our fascinating trips to Italy, France,
Switzetland and maybe even China. However, some of us don do as
exciting things. Instead some of us play video games! With the release of
Madden 07 and NCAA 07 this summer, football gamers had plenty of fun,
while others sticked to classic greats like Halo 2 and Super Smash Brothers.

Super Smash, as it has been nicknamed, is a gamec peared towards
tecnagers, however the characters in the game are pretty elementary.

“ligglypuft is so weak,” replied junior Jimmy Toth, “No, he’s
not!” contested Matt Perseckian, a former Wolverine now attending
Hayfield {ew). This is a typieal 7-10 year old conversation, however,
and once again, sadly, 17 year olds are having this conversation.

Junior Andrew Swinson, who said his two favotite sports are
“football and Swper Smash” (ves, he declared it a sporf) is known
for his anger, grunting, and yelling while playing the game. “We do

;Video Games of the Summer

plenty of other activities in the summer, but playing video games,
especially Super Smash, is definitely in the top 10, said Swinson.

Meadden 07 was a huge hit nationwide, selling more copies in 2 week then
ever before in its 17 year history of the game franchise. West Potomac
students held their own personal gaming tournaments at their house.
Also, a video game store called Play N Trade was put in Mount Vernon
Plaza on Route 1. The store has already held tournaments for Super
Smash Brothers, and has a FIFA 06 and Tekken 5 tournament scheduled.
Notallof uswanttodosomethingexoticandovetlyexcitingallsummer. Summer
is about relaxing, and sitting down playing a video game is a great way to relax.
Playing video games was defiantly a part of my summer, was ita pattof yours?




U.S. Athletes Falling Out of Favor

Controversy Contmues to Follow U.S. in International Play
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B fatpnkeario ‘ | Wolerine Fall Athletics Schedule
- that the football team will do better this
Wire Reportor  season than in previous years.
The football team has gradually va_rsity Football
Around mid August the fall sports improved each year since Coach N
at our school like Field Hockey, Cross Hendetson took over in the 2003, After| Date Day Opponent Location
Country, Football and Volleyball finishing with a 5-7 record last year| 9/8/2006 Fui Yorktown Home
o : Coach Hendetson hopes the team will| 9/15/2006 P Mt. Vetnon Home
do better. “We've changed some things| 9/21/2006 Thurs Centetville Away
on offense and become more solid| 9 /29/2006 Fri Hayfield Home
on defense”, says Coach Henderson.| 10/6/2006 Fri West Springfield Away
However, he has not predicted how st .
many games the team v!:ﬂ] win, but is VaI'SItY Voneyball
mote focused on their season openet| p.o Day Opponent L ocation
againist Yorktmm. CoachA Henderson 8/31/2006 Thurs McLean Away
belicecsithat having o solid BoRb OF L5 Clobne  Thes  Balls Chusch Away
oy < = t?lcnted YOULE, pla YR 9/6/2006  Wed Thomas Jefferson Aoray
will pgreatly improve the team’s
perfigentrice 9/12/ 200§ Tues Mt Vernon Home
As far as fall sports go, the school’s 9/14/2006 Thurs Wakefield Home
Volleyball team has been phenomenal 9/18/2006 Mon Washington-Lee Home
under Coach Jean Coder’s gnidance for 9/20/2006 Wed Herndon Away
the past three years. It is expected that| 9/25/2006 Mon  West Springfield Away
the team will do just as well this year.| 9/26/2006 Tues  TC Williams Home
Junior starter Stephanie Getow said, 1OI /2006 Wed Hayfield Home
“Bven though we lost a lot of good| ¢ . .
veterans ﬁofz last year, our seniorf this Val'Slty Field HOCkEY
year have shown a lot of leadership Day Opponent T ocation
and the rest, of us are W‘D.tkl]lg hard to 8/28/2006 Mon Stiart AWB.Y
iR ] 8/31/2006 Thuss Wakefield Home
Both teams seemto bereadytoimprove 9/6/2006 Wed Washington Lee e
feam L8h el it & SEoeh i S G 0006 Bithe Blewidon Toarey - Hesdon
well as a more experenced coaching Fri o Feiefoe Herndon
staff. ‘They have set their standatds . ;
have gone through rgorous training high, and expect to accomplish nothing Is S Hesdon
ptograms to get ready for the new  short of them. Senior linebacker Nick Sat TBA Herndon
season. Most coaches seem to be very  Frederich said, “Our expectations are 9/12/2006  Tues Yorktown Home
confident on the team’s ptogress and  to play at our potential, which includes| 9/18/2006 Mon  TC Williams Home
the way they will perform this season.  reaching states. If we fail then we are| 9/25/2006 Mon  West Springfield Away
Head Coach Eric Henderson believes  not meeting expectation.” 9/27/2006 Wed  Hayficld Home
10/3/2006 Tues Annandale Aay
v Free Pregnancy Test 10/5/2006 Thurs South County Away
» Confidential Support
v Adoption, Medical, éﬂ Varsity Cross Country
Community Referrals
Alexandria Pregnancy Help Canter * Post-Abortion Counseling Date Day Event Location Time f()uI' games 1]1 the
: 8/31/06 Thurs Time Trials Fr. Hunt 6:00p ;
ALL SERVICES FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 9/9/06 Sat Monrtoe Parker Inv.  Burke Lake B:00a = | 2006 pI €5€ason.
8305 Richmond Highway — Sufte 13A 9/19/06 Tues WS, 8C, & LB Burke Lake 5:00p L gl '
Alexandria, Virginia 22309 9/23/06 Sat Spike Shoe Classic  Penn State 9:00a
~ (703) 7804700 9/26/06 Sat Oatlands Inv. Ft. Hunt 500p =
e-mm::‘;?;::mag:;m 9/30/06 Sat Oktoberfest Inv. Leesbutg 9:00a R -
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Day in the Life of...an Admirable Assistant

Zach Feinstein

in on classes.

Wire Reporser
Every yeat, students and teachers, new and old, come
back to school in the fall. This year, Ivan Johnson will be
joining ourschool’s administration asthe newninthgrade
assistant principal and the head of the math department.
Johnson, who shoulda’t be confused with chorus
director Ernest Johnson, is originally from Oak Har-
bor, Washington and came to the east coast to attend
college at the University of North Carolina (UNC).

After college he was

the athletics director “T like Mrs. Vesilind and the staff. school with

and the assistant ad- J fee] comfortable here.”
~ Tvan Jobnson, ninth grade assistant principal

ministrator for Blad-
ensburg High School

in Prince George’s

County. Now with school apptoaching, he said
he came to our school because “T like Mrs. Vesil-
I feel comfortable here.”

Johnson who will have his first day on September
28, 2006, has a vety tough schedule each day but he
said, “All jobs are demanding but it will be a fun year”
His daily routine will consist of checking on the teach-
ers and walking around the buildings while listening

ind and the staff

As the faculty comes back to school
a week before students do, they all must go through
meetings and Mr. Johnson
seems quite alright with that. B
“Yes, I have meetings but 1
will help out Mrs. Vesilind
and the othet administra-
tors so the school is in a safe
and ordetly environment” '
The new assistant principal |
has come to our |
a
vety good repu-
tatdon as said by
some teachers.
Math teacher
Gloria Robinson said, “T’ve
heard very good things [about [
him] and he has a good record.

he earned two different majors and two different mas-
ters. Asa AUt to the incoming freshman, Johnson

said, “I want ninth graders
to be involved in school
whether it’s spotts or clubs
because the more there in-
volved the motre success-
ful they’ll be in school”

When asked about why
he became an assistant
ptincipal, Johnson said,
“T love kids and I want to
sec them advance in be-
ing successful.” With
such an impressive reputa-
tion in the classtroom and
the front office, Johnson
shouldn’t have any prob-

“The new ninth grade assistant principle Ivan Johunson says that be is
He brings to the table leader- looking formard to a new school year bere at the school.

lem fitting into our school’s
community. So for the

ship skills and knowledge of
math. Those Dve talked to said he would be 2 good new assistant principal who is willing to help
asset to West Potomac” He has definitely impressed
everyone with his amazing academic record. At UNC

new freshman, you have a

you all succeed in school, so return the favor

Teens Breaking The Tradition

Adele Hampton
Editor-in-Chief
Senior Carolyn Gibson used to fol-
low the rules of Caiholicism. But after
a negative incident involving her fam-
ily and her church, she now follows
her own. “There are 00 steps

plain things that can’t be explained.” He
says that a person should figure out and
discover religion for themselves rather
than inheriting a religion from parents.
French teacher Dan Fitzgerald agrees
with Leopold, saying, “I think it is im-

community charity, leading a good life,
and in some cases, living spiritually in ac-
cordance to natute. These non-secular
religions are inclined to be mote tolerant
than traditional faiths. For example, the
Unitarian church accepts gays and lesbi-
ans znd says abottion

to heaven, and rules are stupid,”
Gibson said. She has discarded
such decrees as going to Mass ev-
ery Sunday and confession each
month.

Once, people followed those
rules religiously. They looked to
the chutch for guidance, and to
God for answers. But by 2004,
one in 10 Americans was a non-
believer, an atheist or an agnostic
(a person who is not committed
to believing in a higher being, but
acknowledges that such a thing
could be possible), accotding to
the Pew Research Center, 2 group
that studies American trends.

Nonbelievers and those who
follow nontraditional faiths are
breaking through the stark cus-
toms of religion, exploring new

2% Jewish

13% Hindu

is a personal deci-
sion, not a religious
one, This tolerance
appeals to those who
don’t know what to
look for in a religion
or those who don’t
want the tigorous
sttucture of faiths
such as Catholicism
ot Judaism.
Unitarianism ac-
cepts people from
all different back-
grounds and reli-
gions,  connecting
through the commu-
nity and spirituality.
“Basically, Unitarian-
ism is about people
helping people; more

ways to live life, without God.
The Skeptics

The number of nonbelievers has been
on the rise in America and the number
of nonteligious teens has mirrored this
trend. According to the 2003 National
Survey of Youth and Religion, 16 per-
cent of teens aged 13-17 were not reli-
gious. This percent is the third highest,
following Protestant (52 percent) and
Catholic (23 percent). This number has
morte than doubled since 1996 when the
percent of nonreligious teens was 6,
says the Pew Rescarch poll.

For some, not believing is an escape
from their parents’ religious constraints.
Others justdon’t believe in God. 22 year-
old Robin Leopold, who is an agnostic,
agrees. “The Bible was created to ex-

portant for all people to think about
questions of spirituality. 1 think it
important for students to question ev-
erything to increase knowledge and
strength of their convictions, whatever
they may be.”

Many teens who have lost their faith or
who don’t agree with the traditional re-
ligions turn to other faiths. These other
religions and movements tend to pro-
mote tolerance and have mote lenient
guidelines.

The Nontraditional

While not focusing on a higher be-
ing, religions such as Unitarianism and
the newly formed Universism, support
the idea of bettering yourself based on

of a nonprofit orga-
nization than a reli-
gion,” said Leopold, who comes from a
family of Unitarians.

While it is called Unitarianism, this
teligion encompasses ideals from other
faiths and teaches different aspects of
those creeds. For example, a person can
be both a Christian and a Unitarian.

“For me, it’s been life changing,” said
Adele Macl.ean, co-chair of the Social
Responsibilities Council for the First
Unitatian Universalist Church of Rich-
mond. “The thing about Unitarianism
and Universalism is that you’re not re-
quired to have one theology...It’s about
love, connection and community.”

Another nontraditional movement is
Universalism, which was created by Dr.

Ford Vox in 2001. This new movement
encompasses the belief that a person’s
meaning and purpose is defined by per-
sonal reason and experience.

“T'he Universist religion began as an
effort to unite free thinkers, who were
divided up into labels such as atheist,
agnostic, deist, pantheist, and transcen-
dentalist on the basis of differences in
viewing the concept of God,” accord-
ing to the Universist Movement website
(http:/ /universist.org/fullfaq040606.
htm). The Web site also says that the
movement could be defined as “the phi-
losophy of the universe.”

But with the emergence of these non-
traditional religions, issues concerning
these faiths and the government arise.
The Divide

The separation of church and state
is not a new issue. While some might
think non-believerts are at the forefront
of these cases, Kent Willis, ditector of
the American Civil Liberties Union of
Vitginia, disagrees. “It’s not just people
who are not religious who are offend-
ed,” he said. “It’s people who are reli-
gious as well.”

Willis described how, because of these
new movements and religions, society
has changed for the better. He explained
that Americans are now more tolerant
towards different beliefs. “There is a
different way we wear our religion now,”
he said.

The Change

Standing among school mates, dressed
in jumpers and knee-highs, Gibson
would recite the rosary in the chapel of
the St. Maty’s School. Now, she stands
among ftiends, in jeans and a white T-
shirt, singing her heart out to her favor-
ite song, “Travelin’ Soldier” by the Di-
xie Chicks. The once-devout Catholic
is now traveling her own spiritual road,
following her own rules.
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Reading For Rewards

Zach Feinstein

Wire Reporter
Maybe as we get older we grow apart and that’s
the way most students feel with the summer read-
ing program at Sherwood Hall Library. Sophomore
Tlene Gillispie summed up the whole program with
“T did it when I was younger but I didn’t this year.”
The summer reading
program consists of high
school students reading
eight books throughout the
summer. When the student
is done reading a book then
the student writes down the
book and the author on the
reading log from the library.
To get a reading log, you
must go to the library and
must fill out a sheet that says
your name, age, and school
you are going to. When you
have completed reading all
of the eight books, then

Thase warking with the summer reading propram at the Sherwood Hall
you return the reading log #brary encourage bigh school students 1o partigpate in He prograr.

summer. Before the program begins the library or-
ders 2,400 log sheets for elementary students. For
high school and middle scheol students it only ordets
400 log sheets. Junior Emily Kuhbach said, “T always
thought it was geared to little kids. T read what I
wanted to.” Even with that, Sherwood Hall Library
manager Kathryn Rzasa said, “The library gave out
all 400 high school
log sheets”  But
why havent some
students complet-
ed it? Sophomore
Neil Butke said, “T
didn’t do it because
I didn’t want to
read those books, 1
don’t need a list to
know what I read.”
Sophomore TLeigh-
N ton Good said, “I've
E never heard of it”
2 Thelastday to turn
in the reading log is
September 2, 2006.

to the library. For a prize,

they give you a coupon book which you can use for

prizes. For example, you can use it to get things

from McDonald’s and discount prices to water patks.
Even though coupon books are great, it probably

isn’t enough to get some students to read over the

No matter what the
excuse is for not doing the program, reading is still
vety important to everyone’s education. The library
would like more high school students to complete
the reading program but as long as we keep com-
ing for books and assistance I think they’ll be okay.

Concentrating on College
A How To On College Visits

Angie Palma
Managing Editor

As each year in high school commences, plan-
ning for college becomes more and mote impot-
tant, There are exams to take, essays to wiite, and
applications to fill out. Nonetheless, preparing for
life after high school does not have to be all about
paper work. One part of getting ready for college
that can be very interesting is going to visit differ-
ent schools. While thete are some features that ev-
ety school offers like dorms, and classrooms each
individual school presents things differently No

Photo by Alex Keckeisen

Students may visil the career center do sef up vistts with colleyes,
and also to gain information on fhe college of their choice.

two schools are identical and it is that individuality
that may make attending one school more enjoy-
able than going to another. The best way to decide
whether ot not you want to spend the next couple
of years somewhere is to experience it firsthand.

Mose likely than not, when you go on a col-
lege visit there will be an information session fol-
lowed by a campus tour. In the information ses-
sions there is usually an admissions counselor who
can answer any questions and it is very important

to ask questons whose answers may directly af-
fect you. For example, if you are an avid athlete the
best things to ask about would be what sports are
offered and how are the training facilities on cam-
pus. Senior Joey Albano said, “Just ask about their
academic standards” Those include average SAT
scores and GPA’s from applicants. Other pieces of
information that might be good to ask about are
minority ratios, and the percentage of students to
reccive financial aid in the rising freshman class.
Afrer the information session, there will be a
tout of the grounds. You will be shown a varia-
tion of classtooms, libraties, and buildings for spe-
cific majots, dorms, offices, and historical places on
campus. Be sute to ask any questions that come
to mind because there is probably someone else
who is thinking the exact same thing. Pay atten-
tion to everything because you just might end up
spending a lot of time in the places you are shown.
Senior Marissa Watt suggested, “After the tour, go
back and take a second look at places that were men-
tioned. If your guide took the time to point out a cet-
tain library, go and take another look around.” While
T was on a tour of VCU this summer, my tour guide
highly suggested to ask about meal plans and to even
try out the food in the cafeteria. Most schools require
freshman to pusrchase a meal plan and since you will
have to eat the food on campus, its best to make sutre
you at least like it. Some meal plans enable you to
buy food at certain locations around the school. If
you have time, it would be a good idea to see what
food is offered near by Last but certainly not least,
I tecommend that you take the time to get an idea
of what else is offered in the surtounding areas.
When you choose to go away to a school,
you ate choosing to make your life take place
at that school. It is important to see what
the town or city has to offer you all around.
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Shadow Bab

Wire Reporter

“Let me tell you that a gitl of eleven is
capable of far more than is dreamt of in most
universes.” Clara, the heroine in the nowvel
Shadow Baby by Alison McGhee, makes this
point clear eatly in the novel. The statement
holds true to the end; another
story about an eleven year old
will never move you the same
way again. Beautiful and sad,
the sage and marrer-of-fact
voice of the natrator, Clara,
makes this book a swift but
heartrending read.

Clara winter spells her last
name with a lower case w, to
de-emphasize the name of
the season. Clara hates the
winter, the season she was
born in and the season she
lost her twin sister in. Clara’s
mother gave birth to her in a
truck stuck in a blizzard, and
because of complications and

Re-creating the Tragic Past

Sara Mathewson
Sityle Editor

September 11, 2001 is a day that everyone will
remember, whether they wete directly 2 part
of the tragedy or not. In a recreation of this
horrible day, Oliver Stone portrays the strength
and courage of all of the heroes that both lived
and died on this day.

This film follows a group of New Yotk City
police officers on their way to rescue those
trapped in the World Trade Center. The main
chatacters, John McLoughlin and William Jimeno,
are played by Academy Awatd winner Nicholas
Cage and Michael Pena. The movie follows the
officers, beginning in the morning getting their
first rounds, and stays with them until they all

do it in a way that you could mourn over those
lost, but also celebrate those who survived and
became heroes on that day. English teacher Maty
Mathewson said, “Tt was nice to come out of the
movie with that kind of topic with such 2 good
feeling” We are able to know first-hand what
happened to those stuck in the rubble because
we have those who have survived.

World Trade Center does not focus on the fact
that such tragic things happened that day, but
it focuses on the heroism that came out of
everyone. Oliver Stone did 2 great casting job,
picking some of the most highly rated actors and
actresses to portray what needed to be shown.
According to Mathewson, he showed the spirit
of Ametica.

break off to This
go in different movie was
rescue  groups. not about
When a few the awful
of the officers things that
become  buried occutred
in the rubble, it on Sept
becomes a fight 11, and it
to stay alive. was  not

World  Trade an effort
Center i3  about to  make
the strugple that you cry in
these two men sadness at
went through to the end,
stay alive, and il 3 . - but to
how they had b seib PR GIESoT Jerking movie, World Trade Center, starring  have  you
B At sy {'&chofas .Cage. Tkzs movie brings b‘adj memories and honors those cy  with

Y .~ involved in the tragic September day in 2001, e
other to sutvive. happiness
The moyie also and to give

follows aiong with their respective families. Both
men had families, wives, children, mothers and
fathers waiting for them.

This movie was both sad and comforting, Tt
may seem as though it might be too eatly to
recreate such 2 tragedy; but Stone was able to

you a firsthand account of what really happened.
Mathewson said, “People seem to focus too
much on the bad that happened that day, and
not enough on the good. This movie allowed me
to focus on the good. I would recommend this
movie for everyone.”

y Touches the Heart

T PRRTRREY
Shadow Baby empbasizes the bond between family
and friends, making the beok bard to put down.

father and grandfather, to the point that she
sincerely believes that her pretend stories
must be ttue. With chickens that attack
het, boys that make fun of her, and adults
that fail to understand her maturity, Clara’s
imagination is often her only savior.

With no real friends, Clara is ecstatic when
' she befriends an
old man by the
name of Georg,
who lives in a
trailer near her.
Being  lonely
himself, Georg
cheerfully
spends  time
with Clara,
teaching  her
how to reuse
old scraps
of metal and
making  them
into intricate tin
lantermns. The

unlikely  pair

Phote by Anum Jaffe

the lack of medical attention,

Clara’s twin dies the night Clara is born.
Clara’s single mother, Tamar, keeps her past
a secret from Clara. She has no idea who her
dad or Tamar’s dad is. As a result, she often
makes up stoties about the peaple she meets,
imagining how theit lives must be and must
have been like. She vividly imagines her own

share  stores
over hot chocolate, and Clara learns that
Georg also has lost a loved one because of
wintet; his brother died in a blizzard when
they immigrated to America. Along with
reusing scrap metal, the two learn to reuse
the remains of their lives, and start to regain
their happiness,

When tragedy strikes, Clara is left alone
again. However, remembering the lessons
learned by her old companion Geotg, Clata
continues to live life and even helps her
mother accept her own past, her father, and
Clara’s father. By the end of the story, Clara
has experienced more life-altering events
than most adults. She comes to terms
with her mother, who

thinking about the story and wondering
what would happen to litde Clara next kepr
me picking the book back up again. The
striking language and the poignant wording
kept me ctying from about halfway through
the stoty until the very end. This touching
coming-of-age story is one I will find hard

previously only ignored
Clara’s questions about
her father.

The book helps the
reader  tealize  how
important family bonds
are, and how empty life
can seem without any
knowledge of them.
It also desctibes the
value of friendship, and
dealing with loss. Like
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to forget.
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using fire to warp old
bits of tin into works of
art, the heroine learns to
collect the shards of her
life and mold them into
a masterpiece.

I have never read an

Shtie maeb i o | tol Halt ‘Vxﬂ'age Center Rose Valentino
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Bvery time I tried to put
it down and go to sleep,

Art & Framing by Valentin
Custom Framing < Fine Art [/

www.art-and-framing.com

1 1 Friday, September 8, 2006

The Wire



Decoding David

Drew Smith
Phorographer

While most kids spend their summers lounging by
the pool ot working, Senior David Cappelletti traveled
around the wotld to Australia. However, for this travel
lover an elaborate vacation to a foreign country is the
notrm. Now having been to about forty three countries
and six continents, travel is David’s passion. When
asked why he liked to travel so much he replied, “Sitting
in History its like, Ohl I've been thete] And then you get
more out of what you’re talking about in class.” But his
favorite exotic destination was the beautiful Italy. Why?
Because his whole family is Italian! And the Ttalian trait
of good hospitality is strong in his character.

David is known among his friends as always being
supportive and loyal, and he has known almost all of

made David such a good pal, lifelong

answers, and got them right, This
friend Jon Mulligan giggled, “He has
hilarious anecdotes!” Another quality
that makes David stand out is how
understanding he is. In fact, every person
who was interviewed said the exact same [
phrase, “He’s so understanding and easy
to talk to.”

This senior also has his mind set on
school. With a 3.3 GPA and an SAT score
of 1420 (or 1980), it is clear David loves to
learn. However, he does not always have
time to study while traveling. One example
of this would be when he returned from
Brazil and had to take an Algebra test. Not
having been in class for two weeks, David

number,

well as his amazing way to find
humot in everything, And as good
friend Gaby Krohmal said, “Why
wouldn’t you wanna be friends
with a person like that?”

David’s plan for the futare is
to attend Boston College, and
become a criminal lawyer. When
asked why he wanted to become
a lawyer he answered, “Because
that’s what my Dad is.”

=

Photo by Dn:w Smith

Sentor David Cappellesti enjoying a listle
misesic during bis off-fivee from traveling

answered the number “12” for threc zheworld

is why “12” is now his favorite =

Storiss ke this show us anothet & =
side of Davids personality, as =

his friends since elementary school. When asked what

Sara Mathewson
Style Editor

Senior Jana DeCoster is known for her outgoing

personality and her spunky yet angelic attitude.

DeCoster is known around the school partly because
of her commendable athletic abilities. She has been
4 tri-athlete for het entire high school cateer here at
West Potomac, patticipating in sports including track
and field, basketball, and field hockey. She excels in
both winter and spring track. During the spring track
season of last year, DeCoster ranked fifth in the
district for hurdles, and her 4x1 team placed second in
the district and fifth in the region. She is also one of
the three starting varsity captains of the field hockey
team at this school this fall season. In the previous
year, while playing for varsity, she was first team All-
District as a juniot.

Not only does she excel in athletics, but also in
academics. The classes that DeCoster is looking
forward to participating in include her English class
and her photojournalism class. For her senior yeat,
Jana will be busying herself with not only her sports
activities, but with the numerous AP classes she is
taking this school year. These include AP Statistics,
AP Government, and also AP Literature.

After high school, DeCoster plans on attending

DeCoster finding Success

college. Her top choices include Salisbury University has a duck walk and 2 boring, monotone voice. One

in Maryland,
York College in
Pennsylvania,
NC State, and St.
Louis University.
She hopes to play
both field hockey
and track at
whatever college
she chooses to go
to.
Besides her busy
life of school and
sports, DeCoster
likes being around
het friends and
family, Duting her
weekend  breaks
from school, she
enjoys hanging out
with frends and
simply  relaxing,
She doesn’t mind

Photo by Mary Mathewson

Senior Jana DeCoster praciiving with her other dedicated Varsity
Field Hockey teammnrates. Jana plays for our school team and
gives one-bundred percent on the field and for all of ber other
éndeavors.

of her closer friends, senior
Alex Mounts said, “My favorite
thing about Jana is that she is
such a good friend and she has
a good heart.” Friedetich stated
that, “We like to play Madden
togethet, and I beat her every
time.”

DeCoster enjoys facing
challenges duting the day,
whether they be in sports or
academics, or compedtions
amongst friends, and enjoys
the downtime in the evening
She knows het strengths. She
said, “1 think that I am very
easy to talk to. I want to be
there for my friends when they
need me.” Friederich agreed, “1
always feel like I can talk to her
about anything. She is a very
considerate friend.” Mounts
stated that, “Jana is 2 nice

taking jokes from her closest friends. Senior Nick person. She is fun to be around and T never get tred

Friederich always makes fun of het, saying that she

of her. She is 100% wondetful.”

interesting story?

*stop by the Journalism room, 418, or e-mail Mrs. Pierre at Kelcy.Pierre@fcps.edu
*Seniors nominated should be a role model student and have an aspect about themselves which helped them to stand out from the crowd,

Do you know any Seniors with an
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