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Hazing Taken To New Heights

Kate O’Connor
Editor-in-Chief

This past June, on the final day of school, eight
tising senior boys left school after their final
class and drove to Catl Sandburg Middle Schoal,
where theywaited outside the school for students
walking home to Riverside. They rounded up six
nising freshman boys, andin the style of themovie
Dazed and Confused, hazed them using paddles.

Principal Rema Vesilind caught wind of the
events through angry e-mails from the rising
freshmen parents. In het four years overseeing
out school, hazing has been an ongoing problem.
Ranging from shaving students’ heads to tying
students up in the patking lot to hatsh beatings,
hazing continues to plague our school grounds.

She called the senior boys and their families
into the school. As she talked to the perpetrators
and their parents, a common thread in their
stories emetged. While sitting at her desk,
she recalled their discussions. “They all
remembered being hazed,” said Vesilind. “They
said they were scared as freshmen because
they remembered bigger, older boys beating
them. They looked at me and said “That’s what
seniors do” She leaned back in her chair and
threw her hands into the air with frustration,

The cycle of hazing behavior passed down
from class to class that Vesilind found is not
difficult to unearth., Many srudents agree that,
while they do not know if hazing has always
existed, it certainly feels that way Senior T]
Cleaty said that, as a freshman, he was given
wedgies, pushed, picked up and put into two
trash cans, yet he maintained that hazing is “a
form of initiation and a way to get to know
the upperclassmen” He said he believes that
the practice builds character and gives the
upperclassmen a chance to exercise theit
seniority. Healso said thatdespite what happened
to him, ot perhaps because of it, he would haze
freshmen this year if given the opportunity.

Vesilind acknowledped that students she
has talked to who graduated ten yeatrs ago
or more do not remember being subjecr to
any kind of violent or demeaning hazing at
our school. “I think in some cases, you can
attribute this behaviot to what people see in
the media” said Vesilind. “In this simaton,
these kids just did what they'd seen in a movie”

Susan Lipkins is a psychologist, authot
of Preventing Hozing, and rtuns the website
insidehazing.com. Her website states that 1.5
million high school students are hazed each
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Many organizations feature mild
forms of hazing, such as dressing
members ridiculously, to induct them,
Here, Linnea Markson dresses up like
a sandwich for her soccer team.

hazing if they heard about it, and of that group,
59% said they knew of hazing activities going
on in their high school. OF our situation, she
said, “There are earmarks of a ‘perfect storm’
- one in which the hazing may reat its ugly
head and get far worse.” Lipkins suggested
that the studerits involved seek counscling and

See Haging, pagi 4

before asking, .“What were they thinking?”
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The 35W bridge collapse in Minnesota killed at least 13 and injured many
more. It's repercussions that affected the nation reached across the coun-

try, all the way to our school.

Underneath all the Rubble: The
Minnesota Bridge Collapse

Zach Feinstein
Online Editor

During tush hour on August 1, 2007 in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, the 35W Bridge
collapsed into the Mississippi River, along
with the cars driving across the bridge at the
time. This bridge collapse sent shockwaves
throughout the nation and raised the
question: Are our nation’s -btidges safe to
drive across? Rescuers are siill looking for
mote bodies at the wreckage, but currently
the death count is at thirteen. Almost one
hundred were teported injured.

Although this bridge collapse was in
Minnesota, the shoclawaves teached back
to out school. PE. teacher Daniel Lundin
was it Minnesota at the time of the bridge
collapse and said that something like this
was not very surprisingg When asked
if something like this could have been
prevented, Lundin said, “Hindsight is 20/20
but that bridge has been under scrutiny fora
decade, so in a way, it wasn't that surprising,
The funds just weten’t available” While
this statement is shocking to the everyday
petson, it is a reality because, in most states,
there is not a lot of money to repair bridges,

g0 some, like the 35W Bridge, are neglected.
This could have been prevented, because
in 2006, a report came out that the bridge
should be reinforced with steel plating, but
the state did not have the money.

This could be a warning because tnany
of Amefica’s famous bridges are vety
old and need repair, The Golden Gate
Bridge in San Francisco opened in 1937,
the Brooklyn Biidge in 1883, New York’s
George Washington Bridge in 1931, and
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in 1964. In
comparison to these other bridges, the 35W
Bridge was completed in 1967, according to
Minnesota Public Radio (MPR).

In the future, Minneapolis hotel worker
Terrd Ochsner thinks that this will be a wake
up call to our government to make sure our
bridges are safe. She said, “[Government
officials] will be more careful. [There will
be] more security and checking things out”

In response to this tragedy, President Bush
and the First Lady flew to Minnesota to
survey the damages and visit the survivors.
After that, it was proposed that the national
gas tax be raised to help fix the nation’s
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year. 92% of students say they would not report

Kicking the New Year Off ‘Fast’

Asma Ahmad
a Reporter

Put aside the food. Abstain from
temptations. Reflect on how to betrer
yourself. These are some of the ways
Muslims around the world and within
the school unite to observe their Holy
Month of Ramadan when it comes
ofnce a yeat,

So what exactly is Ramadan, and how
does it affect the lives of students?
Fasting is one of the Five Pillars of
the religion of Islam and one of the
highest forms of Islamic worship.
Abstinence from wotldly desires, evil
intentions, and food is regarded as an
act of obedience, submission to Allah
as well as atonement for sins and
mistakes. Muslims believe that fasting
helps one experience how hungry a
person feels on an empty stomach. It
teaches one to share the sufferings of
the less fortunate and appreciate what
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Praying is one of the many activities
Muslims practice during the Holy month
of Ramadan.

they have. Students at our school unite
with the Muslims around them to practice
good deeds and help the needy during this
month of cleansing and forgiveness.

Since the aromas of food from the
cafeteria may be hard to tesist, the library
is open duting all four lunches for Muslim
students who ate fasting to enjoy a book,
do homework, or talk with their peets. A
television production room within the library
is also available for any student who wishes
to pray or reflect in peace (permission from
a librarian is needed).

The lanar cycle is the basis for the Tslamic
calendar. Therefore, each yeat the first day of
Ramadan moves exactly eleven days before.
According to Islamtoday.com, “A lunar
year is about 11 days shorter than a typical
Gregotian year. As a result, dates of events
in the Islamic lunar year “move forward” 11
days every year.” This year, the Holy Month
will begin on Thursday, September 13. With
school starting just a week before, some

students feel it will be hard to deal with the
carly pressures of school during the arrival
of Ramadan. “Keeping up with homework
and making sure I am completing my duty
as a Muslim is going to be hard but I hope
teachers understand how difficult it can be,”
said junior Matiam Nasseri, Although most
Muslim students want to fulfill both their
academic and teligious duties, balancing
both can be a difficult task. Nasseri said,
“Fasting for thirty days is tiring but going
to the mosque to pray until late hours and
then waking up to take a big test is much
hatder.”

Sports are a significant part of the school
community, but fasting and working out
can cause one to dehydrate quickly, making
it harder to participate in seasonal sports.
Muslim athletes within out school are also
faced with the dilemma of how to manage
their athletic and social lives during this

See Ramadan, page 4



Pheto by Erin Parker

Learning From Tragedy

We cannot help but start this new year with
a bit of a dark cloud over us as we remembet
the tragedy that befell our community last June.
We were that school. The 6:00 news’ leading
story. Top local news reporters were visiting our
Variety Store. People had heard of us. How
awful, they said. Yes, we agreed, it was awful
But those who heard about it had no idea about
that Friday at school after the accident. They
did not see girls collapsing in the hallway, they
did not have to deal with anxious news crews as
they left #heir schoals, they did not have to see
the Rock, our Rock, once a sign of hope for
the furmure—notifying the school of upcoming
birthdays, games, club activities—become a
morbid symbol of the past. “Never forget”
it reads. And while we should never forget, it
is also imperative that we take whar we have
learned, against our wills, and apply it to the
future.

Out most basic responsibility to our community
and those we lost is to not repeat the past. We
have seen the consequences. If this has not
opened one’s eyes, nothing can. It could not
have struck closer to home. The senior class
has the obligation to haye learned something, It
is the least we can do.

In looking forwatd, we must ensure that this
does not happen again. That is why the senior
class must make a pledge to not drink and drive,
not just on June 13% but everyday.

Less than a year from now; when the class
of 2008 takes to the stage, many will not be
able to help but think of 2007 tragedy. We
can make graduation a celebration of happiness
again. It is supposed to be the beginning of the
rest of our lives and we can remind people that
the trapsition from childhood to adulthood is
a joyous one, All we have to do is walk across
that stage and make sute we are fully capable of
driving safely before we get behind the wheels
of our cars later that night. Is that oo much
to ask?

Seniors, a pledge is just giving your word.

It really is motre of a symbolic gesture than a
binding contract. But we urge you to think of
it as one. If you have any respect for yourself,
uphold it. Even if you do not respect yourself,
do it fot yout friends, family, and school. After
all, we have secen that the consequences. of a
tragedy like this g beyond just the victims and

‘their families.

The future rests in our hands. With a
seemingly small act, we can restore hope to
graduation. We owe it to ourselves, our school,
and last year’s victims. It is how we can most
profoundly honor their memoties. We do not
want any more vigils, funerals, or wakes. We
want graduation parties and happy last days
among friends. June 13 should bring teats of
joy—no other kind. Don’t we deserve a happy
celebration? Isn’t it ime we cleared our name?
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Rawts and RAVES

A vant for the end of A RAVE FOR NEW
SUVALVAEY. TEACHERS.

A rant for the end of A RAVE FOR THE
Harry Potter. VIRGIN MUSIC

| FESTIVAL
A rant for AP
summer worlk. A RAVE FOR
SCHOOL START-
A rant for less time  ING AT 7:30.

betweewn classes.

POETRY IN COMMOTION
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RIDICULOUS JAMS

Shredding like a grate on some cheese,
Fingers on fire like burning trees,
Keepin’ the beat, makin® mad melodies.

Hittin” those notes and meltin’ faces,
I'm so skilled; T could play with my shoelaces,
Strikin’ chords so hard, they'd knock off a kid’s braces,

Making the original artists look like bums,
T'm jamming on their music, down to the strums,
Pickin’ up the beats they drop like a mouse on ctumbs.

Watchin' my axe spit mad fire, I feel like Nero,
Too bad hittin® these frets means practically zero,
This shenanigans is only me on Guitar Hero.

-Brad “B-rad” Lupton
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AP Scores: How Much do They Affect College Applications

Hooff Cooksey
Managing Editor

Considered to be some of, if not the, hardest courses students
can take in high school, Advanced Placement (AP) courses
are taken by a great deal of students at our school. These
college-level classes can be very rigorous and demanding
The courses require extensive knowledge of the subject, and
to achieve this, many students find themselves loaded with
twice as much homework as regular classes (if not motre). The
courses conclude with a nationwide exam similar to exams
taken by college students. The scores reccived on the AP
exams may qualify high school students to receive college
credits, but it is at the discredon of each college or university.
The scores a student receives on these AP exams have no
impact on whethet or not a student is accepted into a cettain
college.

When applying to college, most schools are looking to see if
the applicants have taken the most difficult coutses they can
handle throughout their high school careers. Next, the college
or university looks at the grades the student received in their
challenging classes. Colleges are also impressed to see students
taking AP-level courses. in their core curriculum classes
(English, History, Science and Math). When completing
applications, most schools do not ask for AP exam scores.
Ounly after a student has been accepted and has declared that
they will attend the school will the college decide how many
credits that student earned based on theit exam scores. In
some cases, schools, such as the University of North Carolina,

- recommend that a student submit theit AP exam scores, along

with any IB or SAT subject tests scores. However, as AP
courses become more teadily available to students, the scores
needed to teceive credit for a class become highet.

The AP exams are graded on a 0-5 level (0 being the worst

and five being the best). The score is based on a timed
multiple choice test section as well as a timed essay section. It
is becoming harder and harder to actually gain a course credit
based on some of the standards set by colleges. For example,
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a student
must score 2 5 on the AP
English Language exam to
gain a coutse credit. In some

what most colleges and universities are looking for in terms
of test scores, the exam itself is not nearly as important as
the grade the student earned in the class, and the fact that
the student took the most challenging course offered in that
subject.

AP Exams at West Potomac
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Bridge from page 1 R again.

bridges, but President Bush opposed that
idea because he wants Congress to change
the way it handles highway money. When
asked about this, junior Ryan Pierpoint
said, “I think we should put more money
into [bridges] to keep them safe, but I
don’t want to raise taxes.”

This disaster could be a hot topic in the
upcoming presidential campaign where
candidates are realizing they need to speak
up on this issue. Lundin agteed with
this and said, “l believe infrastructure
rebuilding will obvicusly be a topic
amongst the presidential debate topics.”
Now, because of this disaster, more and
mote politicians ate trying to find ways
to make sure this kind of thing never

While this tragedy cost a lot of lives
and injured many people, when the dust
has settled, it could make our country
safer, All across the country, people are
now starting to check out their bridges to
make sure they are safe enough to cross
every day. As Lundin putit, “T believe that
the commonwealth of Virginia is safe for
the most part, but I never thought (the)
35W Bridge would collapse, either.”
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cases, students would rather 550
just retake some AP courses
they previously took when in 500
college. Senior Jenn Hofmann
said, “Tt depends on the class. 450
If we were talking about g
English, I might want to % 440
retake it in college for more %
ptactice, but as for a history g 350
class, 1 would rather take my
credit earned and skip the _8_, 300
course” "I would probably 2
want to tetake the course in i 250
college because I would learn g
something new that I had not E 200
leatned in high school,” said @
senior Andy Blacker, Though € 150
the advanced placement .5
courses are very challenging, § 100
it is sometimes very hard to i
match the atmosphere and
attitude of a college course 30
AP classes are a great way
for high school students to
prcparé for college. As to 2005
Hazing from page 1

that the school try to break the
accepted “tradition” of hazing,

The Virginia Hazing Law, 18.2-56, states that
the act of hazing is a misdemeanor, and if the
injuries to those hazed are sevete enough,
it can become a felony. If the parents had
chosen to sue, the boys would have faced legal
action, but instead our school administered the
consequences for the boys. Vesilind gave them
the option to design their own punishment.
The seniors, who realized the weight of
their actions, looked for a positive solution,
“They felt that they could make a difference,
and looked at what the BAM brothers did

last year for our school as inspiration,” said

Vesilind. Last year, BAM Brothers (Brothers
Achieveing More) was a new academic
mentoring program that helped students pass

and graduate through tutoring: This year,

the boys will start a freshman mentoring
program, run by seniots, tentatively called
“Students for a Positive Community,” or SPC,

The school sent a letter explaining the SPC
program to freshmen, seniors, and their parents
in the packets students picked up during the
last week of summer. The original copy, in its
unedited form, sits on Vesilind’s desk. Tt was
wiitten by one of the senior boys behind SPC,
“Tdon’tknowif thisisgoingtostophazing,”said
Vesilind. “Teachers and staff will be watching
and cracking down, but it comes down to who
is poing to stop the cycle” She smiled and
continued, “That’s going to be up to the kids”
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Mariya Ilyas
Marnaging Editor

All seniors are requited to complete 30 houts
of community service before graduation. Students
can earn a Community Service seal on their diplo-
ma for completing 50 hours of community service.
Thete are many opportunities for everyone to get
involved. Organizations such as National Honor
Society and Student Government are already com-
munity service based, Volunteering locally is an-
other way to give back to the community: Visit the
website wwwivolunteerfairfax.org to find local vol-

unteering locations near you. Get involyed!

Athletes Take onNow Roles

Mariya Ilyas
Managing Editor

Our school is the only school in Fairfax County to have a Studenr-Athlete
Adyisory Committee (SAAC), in which student-athletes take leadership roles
and bring a positve change to our community. The mission of the SAAC is to

“enhance the total student-athlete experience, promote a positive student-athlere
image throughout the community, and pmwde opportunitics to foster strong and
lasting leadership skills within our student-athletes” A select group of 20 athletes
wete chosen to be a part of this council. Organizers of the committee, Assistant
Director of Student Activities Mr. Aaron Helmick, senior Mc;gan Donovan, and
junior Hannah Leverdige, held their first council meeting on Angust 28 in the
cafcteria. “We'te really trying to do things little by litde,” said Doncwan when
explaining the mission statement and purpose of SAAC.

- The committee will meet once or rwice a month duting Flex. More informa-
tion and details will be posted on Blackboard for committee members; The goal
of SAAC this year is o raise school spirit for all sports, pet more involved in the |

ommun.ity, and bring a posidve reputauon to our school.



















Congratulations to this issue’s contest winner, senior Jeffrey LaBelle, who spent part of his summer vacation in the Cayman Islands. To have your
photos or artwork featured in The Wire, send your entry to sbowdring@wpwire.com or bring it to Ms. Pierre in room 418. The theme for the Octo-

ber issue is “Jump into Fall,” so send in your best outdoor autum shot.

Photo By Jeffrey LaBelle
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College Checklist

Laura Howell
Reporter
Things to x_.ompiete by October to Make Sure You Are on Track
Seniors:
* Make a list of the colleges you plan on applying fo.
® Visit the colleges you have yet to see.
e Declare which colleges you will apply to early action, early decision, or
TegUlC“' de|55|0n
Make a calendar with all the dates of your application deadlines.
Sign up for the SATs, SAT Il and/or ACTs.
Begin to ask for recommendations (you will get forms in your individual
meeting with your counselor).
® Begin writing college application essays.

SAT Date
October 6, 2007

Deadline to Sign Up
T September 10, 2007

£ [November 3, 2007 |October 2, 2007

% December 1, 2007 |Qctober 30, 2007

| January 26, 2008 | December 26, 2007

ACT Dates Deadline to Sign Up
October 27, 2007 | September 21, 2007
December 8, 2007 | November 2, 2007
February 9, 2008 |January 4, 2008

N
G
D
A
T
£
S

PSAT Date
October 17, 2007

Juniors:
* Prepare to take the PSAT in October.
¢ Keep grades up- junior year grades are crucial for college.
* Begin looking and signing up for SAT prep classes. .

Sophomores:
® Prepare fo take the PSAT in October.
* Participate in or continue extracurricular activities in school.

* Study hard and keep your grades up.

Freshman:
e Sign up to take the PSAT- the more practice the better!
» Keep grades up- you do not want your freshman grades to haunt
you later.
» Start fo participate in exiracurricular activities that you may want to

continue for four years.

Some Terms You Should Know
Early Decision

Early Action

Early decision is the admissions process by which a student applies to
a school early and acceptance is binding. (In other words, the student
must go to the school if accepted.) Deadlines for early decision tend to
be in early November and colleges notify the student of their decision
before winter holidays. Students should apply early decision to a schod
if he or she is one-hundred percent sure that he or she wants fo go therel

Early Action is the application process by which a student applies to a
college in early winter. Deadlines tend fo be in early November. Early
action is non-binding. The benefit of early action is that students may
find out whether or not they are accepted before winter holidays. They
also have the option of seeing what other schools they get accepted to
via regular admission.
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