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President Barack Obama spoke to students at Wakefield High School about the
- significance of education.

President’s Speech Stirs Controversy

NoORRIS BROOKS
REPORTER

“To watch, or not to watch?” That was
the question on September 8, 2009. On
this day—the first day of school for many
students—the President of the United
States, Barack Obama, delivered a speech
regarding the importance of education and
encouraged kids to stay in school.

President Barack Obama told students
at Wakefield High School in Arlington,
Virginia, as well as viewers across the
nation, that, “Whatever you resolve to do,
I want you to commit to it. I want you to
really work at it. ... But the truth is, being
successful is hard. You won't love every
subject you study. You won't click with
every teacher.” Obama went on to say that
students learn from their failures, and that
quitting school is not just quitting on oneself
but on their country as well.

Although students at Wakefield
experienced the President’s speech, many
others did not. Due to concerns about
the content of his presentation, several

districts—pressured by parents—banned it
from their schools. Jim Greer, chairman of
the Florida Republican Party, said the speech
was an attempt “to spread President Obama’s
socialist ideology.” As the President drove
through Arlington, his car was greeted by
some protestors who held up signs such as,
“Mz. President, stay away from our kids.”
Others felt that censoring Obama’s speech
was disrespectful to him and the office of
the Presidency. It was pointed out that
past Presidents have spoken to the nation’s
students without controversy.

Students at our school were not prohibited
from watching the President’s speech, but
they were not required to watch it either.
When asked about not being able to see the
speech, freshman Katie Mach said, “People
made too big a deal out of his speech, and
I definitely believe everyone should have
gotten to experience it.” According to
Principal Hardison, “Teachers were allowed
to incorporate President Obama’s speech -
in a lesson but could not just show it out
of context of a lesson.” He explained that
he suspected students would be “exposed

SeeSpeech on page 4

Sexting Grows as a
Problem in Schools

MICHAELA ACCARDI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

As a result of the increase in expanding technology,
a new term has arisen: “sexting.” But, what does it
mean and who is it impacting?

Sexting can be defined as the act of sending sexually
explicit or suggestive messages -electronically
primarily through text messaging. Many students
are unclear or unsure what sexting actually is and
if it has happened in their experience. “I'm guessing
from the context that this [sexting] would be texting
involving sexual harassment,” said senior Hunter
Kincannon.

Before the start of the school year, our Student
Resource Officer (SRO), Marvin Goodley spoke to
teachers and staff about sexting and its negative
impact on students. As text messaging in school
has become an increasing problem among students
during school hours, teachers are being informed
of the possible threat. In order to inform teachers,
Goodley gave a Powerpoint presentation that
warned teachers of the consequences of this issue.
Goodley also said that one of the most surprising
facts included in the Powerpoint was “how many
kids show bad judgment in sending out nude
pictures of themselves.”

“Sexting is dirty. I prefer twittering,” said junior
Reed Elbertson. “Sexting” caused a laugh out of a
few students like Elbertson after hearing that it was
a threat; however it has legitimately caused issues
throughout the country. At age 18, Jesse Logan
of Sycamore High School of Sycamore, Illinois,
committed suicide after being harassed because of
nude pictures she sent to her boyfriend before the
relationship ended. Logan even presented her side
of the story on a Cincinnati television station in May
2008. Two months later, she was found hung in her
bedroom.

Last January, six Pennsylvania high school students
faced child pornography charges after three male
classmates were shown nude/semi-nude photos
from three girls off of their cell phones. All of the
girls were around 14 and 15 years old while the
males ranged from 16 and 17 years of age. The
girls face manufacturing and possession of child
pornography charges and the males face possession
of child pornography charges. The consequences of
these charges are serious, although they may not
necessarily have to be incarcerated for any period
of time; convictions include having the juveniles
register as sex offenders for a minimum of ten years.

Problems like those previously discussed are
happening nationwide and The National Campaign

SeeSexting on page 4

Students Cope with Changes to the Schedule

EmMiLy GRIFFIN
News EDITOR

Why are there so many changes at our school
this year?

There have been multiple alterations to the
school schedule this year, including changes
to the Tardy Policy. and D lunch being taken
away, The question in many students’ minds
is “why?”

Many students were confused and unhappy

_ with the new tardy policy, which can be found

on page nine in the Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) Students Responsibilities
and Rights. Our schools new principal, Cliff
Hardison has said that the Tardy Policy “will
change throughout the year, in conjunction
with West Potomac Leadership direction and
guidance. The bottom line is that we as a school
are pursuing higher academic expectations.”
There are many reasons for the change in the
tardy policy. Hardison continued to press the
main goal of FCPS, that, “all students must
possess numeracy, literacy, and communication
and problem solving skills as they exit West
Potomac into the world, whether college or

work. So, to accomplish this, we know that
attendance is very important.” Many of the
teachers think highly of the new tardy policy,
like English teacher Kelcy Pierre. Pierre said
that “So far, I think it’s been a great program
and hopes that the administration continues to
follow through with the program.” Junior
Charlot.te Strudgeon said, “I think the new
tardy policy is better because now the
teachers decide the punishment for the first
three tardies and the teachers punishments
are usually nicer than the administrations
punishments.”

Many students were in an uproar due to
the removal of D lunch. While it is unknown
how long D lunch was in existence for, but
Director of Student Services, Timothy Boyd
stated that “D lunch has been around for at
least two years.” In other words, D lunch
was being used on a trial basis to reduce the
amount of students in each lunch. However,
the main reason for this action was to give
students more time in class. The aftermath
of the removal of D lunch was that B lunch
now is completely packed full of students.
In reaction to this English teacher Bernard

Cabral said, “[It is] just a mess.”

Another pressing issue is whether or not FLEX
8 has been eliminated or not. As of now, FLEX 8
is on hold for the first semester according to the
school administration. “Teachers have been

SeeHardison on page 4
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Principal Cliff Hardison has administered new
changes to this years schedule, in which stu-
dents have mixed feelings.
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Cory EpITor
Ever wanted to put on a pair of skates, skate around in circles, and try to knock other gitls off their feet? .

Well, roller derby is that and so much more. Since its origin in Chicago, lllinois, in 1935, roller derby has exploded in
popularity both nationally and internationally. While it began as a sport played by both men and women, roller derby
is now predominantly a female sport, played in an arena setting.

In the late 1940s and 50s, roller derby gained more attention, after being thrown into the spotlight on national
television. However, almost more than 60 years later, roller derby is once again becoming a popular fad.

M'}i@wrﬁiﬁew-and-~cu'rreﬁt television shows and films feature the sport of roller derby. In October, Vincent Pictures is
releasing Whip It directed by Drew Barrymore, a movie about a young woman portrayed by Ellen Page, who joins a
roller derby team in Texas. -

Many students at our school are interested in the school. Senior Madeline Dahl said, “When my friend’s mom told
us her team, the DC Demoncats, was in the semifinals, | decided to go and watch... It was awesome. | was totally

unaware of the unique culture that goes along with roller derby, [such as] the nicknames.” She also said that she is a
member of a junior league that will start later this fall. :
Wanna join the fun? ’




STEPHEN HOWELL
REPORTER

Three-dimensional (3-D) movies are coming back into style. They have become really
_- r—‘"f’ popular and have had success in theatres. At least 5,000 3-D movie systems are ;
" ' expected to be in place in American theatres by 2009.
Recently, Final Destination 3D has had success at the box office. The thriller/horror
. shocks the audience with eye-popping scenes. Making the movie three dimensional allows
L for greater thrills too. Scenes suddenly become much scarier, and the death animations are
E = _ more realistic. Somie even think that the 3-D medium is what makes the movie enjoyable.
' These movies give viewers a completely different experience. Many industry analysts .
believe three-dimension movies are the future, and they compare the leap in technology L
comparable to changing from black-and-white to color films.

MICHAELA ACCARDI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

With the rise of the popular book series put to big screen, Twilight, by
Stephanie Meyer, vampires have become an obsession, especially among
tweens.

12-year-olds everywhere can be seen sporting “Team Edward”
shirts as the popular character played by Robert Pattinson, has
gained popularity to the point of mania. Girls everywhere idolize ¢
him and are fascinated by his pale skin, gelled hair, and yearning ‘
for human blood. As the series plans to release its second
movie, television shows featuring vampires on HBO and the CW
are also on par with the trend.

On Sundays at 9 p.m., HBO features the series True Blood also
based off of the novels The Southern Vampire Mysteries by Charlaine
Harris. With its past success, the producers have confirmed that it will run
through its third season. In addition, the CW is hoping to cash in on the
vampire train with the show The Vampire Diaries airing Thursdays at 8
p.m. All of these series, both in literature and on television, are growing
exponentially in popularlty, we will see where it hltS next.
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in Arlington, VA
Subject: English :

doing anything else in the world.

Hubbard Dana

Lollege and Degree: Goucher College, B.A. in Biology
Subjeet: Biology and Anatomy

(47 : _ ;

I was a long-term substitute last year and I loved working at West Po-

tomac. T am the second Hubbard at WPHS and am very excited to be work-
ing with my brother as well as the other staff members.”

College and Degfée: BA in Enghsh Literature from John Cabot U in
Rome, Italy and MA in Secondary Education from Marymount University

Years teaching (and school): First year

‘What do you teach? Pre AP ENG and Expanding Lit. IT

What activities did you participate in when you were in high school? I played
on the soccer team as well as participated in the yearly Shakespeare festival.
What was your favorite high school memory? High school prom where a
piece of chocolate cake was thrown on my dress.

If you could have any other job, what would it be? 1 Wouldnt rather be

What is your favorite food> I love my own cookmg

Marston, Bobert

Age: 49
College and Degree: Tulane University/BA Political Science; George Ma-
son University

Hometown: Don’t really have one; grew up overseas, and spent 25 years in
the navy moving around; consider northern Virginia home.

Subject: US/ VA Government & world History 1
Years teaching (and school): New Teacher :

Why do you teach? I teach because 1 want to make a difference in young Why do you teach? To try and help bnng the world a little closer to everyone

people’s lives.
‘What makes yon different from other teachers? I am awesome!

in the classroom. i
‘What makes you different from other teachers? Spent 25 yeats in the US.

What activities did you participate in during high school? I played field | Navy and lived in seven countries growing up.

hockey, soccer, and basketball. I was also part of the band.

Do you have any hobbies or talents? Bicycle tider; tide for cancer resea:cch
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