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Seniors unleash the 13east

The Hype Squad is made official by their neon pink shirts and their undying school spirit

The Hype Squad cheers as the West Potomac football team makes a touchdown to win over Centreville 27-20.

Connor Phillips
Sports Edztor

At school sportmg events, student sections are
identified by the unwavering energy they provide for
their team. They cheer, dance, and show their spirit.
Before this year the West Potomac’s student section,
always found in the last portion of the bleachers,
was known for their lack of spirit. With a newly
formed Hype Squad, however, the class of 2013 is
changing the way West Potomac students suppott
their school. call - =

Formed over the summer
through Facebook, seniots

e 66 It is good o see
the school spirit! 99

class would improve the
school’s overall attitude
at sporting events. Willis
explains that a lack of
school spitit from his peers was the motivation he
and Amico needed to start the Hype Squad. Made
up of mostly seniors, the group uses Facebook to
communicate about events and plans for the Hype
Squad.

Instead of reserving the Hype Squad for solely
football and basketball games, the group intends to
ptove to the entite West Potomac community how
much they support their peers by cheering on “every
spott from football to volleyball to field hockey and
golf, as well as all of the winter and spring sports.”
said Willis. =

Although fall sports have just started, there have
already been solid turnouts at games. On Thursday,
August 30th, a large group of students traveled to
Mt. Vernon High School to cheer on the Wolvetines
for their first football game of the season. The Battle
of the Highway set a precedent for the volleyball
game the following week, when dozens of students
showed up for the home game against Hayfield.

The students can feel the change in the amount
of spirit at West Potomac and have enjoyed this
new atmosphere. Senior Katley Zdebski went as far
as to desctibe the environment as “clectric”. Even
administration has noticed the change. Athletic
Director Aaron Helmick said he is “very impressed”
and it is “good to see the school st & o 5

Recognized by the hot pink “Unleash the 13east”
shirts created by senior Wake Coulter and for their
enthusiasm on the
sidelines and bleachers,
the Hype Squad
excites the players and
gets other spectators
involved. From
chanting “I believe that
we will win!”, “Let’s go
: West Pol” to athletes’
names, the constant roar from the Hype Squad helps
to keep the players motivated throughout the game.

The football team’s away game against South
County was a complete success. The Hype Squad
entered in a roaring caravan and continued to rave
fot the team all the way through their victory. This
past Friday the 21st was just as amplified, however
the outcome of the game was not as sweet. Despite
the loss, the Hype Squad and other supporting fans
will be traveling to Annandale tonight for anothet
exciting game.

The Hype Squad looks to pass the torch once the
class of 2013 graduates by getting underclassmen
involved. The Hype Squad Facebook page is

encouraging underclassmen to join the group and

go to games. “We hope that we can start a tradition |.

and pass [the Hype Squad] down to the class of
2014, who will pass it down to the class of 2015,
etc”, Willis said

Teachers on strike

The teachers strike in Chicago ended in a compro-
mise on Wednesday, September 19th.

Jayme Murray
Reporter

September 19, 2012 matks the first day of school
for the 2012-2013 school year for the public school
system of Chicago thanks to an agreement among the
delegates of the teacher union and the Chicago school
board.

This agreement came from a vote on Tuesday
afternoon after the teachers-union agreed to call off
their seven day strike. The teachers-union is made up
of 800 delegates, all of which had an equal vote in the
school boards compromise.

The overwhelming vote by the union’s 800 delegates
paves the way for Chicago Teachers Union (CTU’)
entire membership to approve a contract in the coming
weeks that will secure them a double-digit salary increase
over the next three yeats, including raises for cost of
living while maintaining other increases for experience
and advanced education.

The CTU President, Karen Lewis, feels as though
she claimed many victories in this strike. She argued
that the union had successfully rejected Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s attempts to institute merit pay, fought off
more requirements in a new teacher evaluation system,
and secured a recall policy fortop-performing teachers
who are laid off because of school closings. “We feel
very positive about moving forward” Lewis commented.

In the agreement, Mayor Emanual accomplished his
main reform objective of lengthening what had been
one of the nation’s shortest school days and years. “This
settlement is an honest compromise. It means returning
our schools to their ptimary putpose: the education of
our children” Mayor Emanuel said.

While the Mayor deliveted his prepared remarks
Tuesday night in the library of Walter Payton College
Prep, he showed his frustration through a yearlong
fight against the teachers union. That included
directing city attorneys on Monday to file a lawsuit
seeking an injunction that would send teachets back to
school. A Cook County judge had set a hearing date
for Wednesday, while waiting for the outcome of the
union’s vote. ;

Lewis and the union delegates said, “the potential for
a judge to control their fate of their strike had no factor
in Tuesday’s decision.”

Members of the union then explained that even
though some teachers in their own schools still wanted
to strike, the entire team made a decision to suspend
the strike. : .

www.humanevents.com

On Monday, Chicago’s 26,000 public school teachers walked ‘

out of the classroom during their protest.

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT: Oct. 9 for grades 9 and 10 at 7 p.m., Oct. 25 for grades 10 and 11at 7 p.m.
FOOTBALL GAME @ ANNANDALE: be ready to cheer tonight, game starts at 7:30 p.m.
WALK FOR THE HOMELESS: October 26th during Wolverine Time. Get a form from Key Club or JROTC
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trailers to choose from,.or as they are officially
known; “Learning Cottages”. |

A new parking policy set in place by will deny students with serious atten-
dance problems from the previous year from buying a parking spot.

Also, security has been increased during lunchtime, so no more sneaking
out in your car to grab a quick burrito. Arule has even been enforced that
bars students from accessing their cars during school hours, so if you
use your car as a locker, you'll have to rethink your storage strategy.




*ode came about because teachers, parents,
e concerned about cheating that has been
the school without consequences. Once you
ik any of the rules it sets out, you may
inment if it's your first offense. A second

ill be taken off any honor societies and has
to rejoin any prior societies. The third
endation for suspension along with the pre-

es mentioned. Don’t break the code!
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The old routine 'of altemating between A and B
days has been:shattered: with their brand new
aames. Silver and Blue days. For the most
pait; teachers will-most likely still-refer-to
Silver and ‘blue days as ‘A-and ‘B days.










STUDENT LIFl

Students obligated to sign the new honor code

Paola Flores
Reporter

Everyone has heard of the Honor Code but does
anyone really understand its true meaning? An unfor-
tunate problem that exists in schooling is the pres-
ence of cheating in the classroom and on homework.
This has concerned pétcnts faculty, and students

depending on the violation and the student’s history.

Ms. Bowdring, a faculty member who helped out-
line the Honor Code, stated “thete is no reason for
students not to follow the code and that it was cre-
ated to promote a culture of academic integrity”

due to a lick of real consequences. Cheating can ap- It is also aOOd for parents to be informed and to at-

ply to tests, quizzes, research papers,

tend meetings so they can play a

labs or any other school wotk. Using ue The Honor COde part in making their children’s ed-

universal codes in regards to cheating
and plagiarism as well as punishments

was created to

ucation a positive expetience. Par-
ents should also talk to their child

from previous school tules and other promofe a cu"’ure about the importance of being

county’s honor codes, the faculty and
administration drafted the code we are
to follow as students at West Potomac.

Moral values and high stan-
dards for oneself and class-
mates is the basis for a good education.
By signing this form the student pledges to never pla-
giarize or cheat by giving out or receiving unauthot-
ized information. Teachers are responsible for enforc-
ing the honor code and making sute students have an
understanding of what it is. If a student violates the
code they will be written up and receive a consequence

of academic
integrity.”’

honest and having integrity. Stu-
dents/Parents can get more infor-
mation about the Honor Code on
the school website or blackboatd.

Bowdring says this will help
teachers have a better understanding of what is ex-
pected of them if a student is dishonest in his ot
her classroom. Once a student violates the honor
code the teacher will follow the outlined procedures
and document the situation. The case is then is pre-
sented to the honor council which is made up of
West Potomac teachers and peers. Finally, the student

A RANT for new parking policy Da

A RANT for Quander Rd. traffic

A RANT for being sick

Friday, September 28, 2012

must fill out a form explaining why he or she viol
ed the code then will have to go up in front of 1
honor council and atgue whether they are guilty
not, after hearing all sides and reviewing docum
tation the council will give the student their verd
"The outcome of the verdict will decide the con
quences. If a student is found guilty of violating |
honor code they may resubmit an assignment if i
first offense and this will be reported and kept on :
by the honor council. A second time offense will
move said student from any honot societies and }
to wait 12 months before they may reapply. A
cord of their violation will be placed in their dis
pline and academic record file. A third offender v
receive a recommendation for suspension in ad
tion to consequences stated for the second offen
Once the student graduates from West Potorx
the file will be destroyed and will not remain as a p
manent mark against their academic achievemer
The code is here to help us as individuals learn a
live by a code of honor and should be respected 2
adhered to. It can benefit us all to show good judgm:
throughout our years here at West Potomac and will g

RANTS & RAVES

A RANT for snapchat glitches
A RANT for the NHL lockout

A RAWVE for Coach Davis
A RAWVE for the Hype Squad

A RAWVE for RGIII
A RAWE for Student Voters
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