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Debaters representing both canidates line up as Katherine Fault from Cox Channel 35 gives an introduction.
September 25th was an election-packed day for seniors, for full coverage including a photo sssay, See page S.

Seniors Debate and Discuss in Election Event

Who do you think won the
debate?

Team Obama
Team McCain

82.49%
17.51%

If the election were held
today, who would you vote
for?

Barack Obama 71%
John McCain 23%
Ralph Nader 5%
Bob Barr 1%

*Total of 257 seniors polled

School Gained AYP Status in ‘07-08 |Wolverines Advance in Perfect 5-0 Season

MICHAELA ACCARDI
NeEws Eprtor

For the 2007 school year, our school
met the standards for Adequate Year
ly Progress (AYP), part of President
George Bush’s No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB), initiated in 2001,

Under NCLB, AYP is used to deter-
mine it schools are effectively educating
their students. States are required to use
a system in public schools to determine
if all states, including subgroups of stu-
dents, ate improving and making progress
towatds reaching state academic content
standards by 2014, These standards will
be measured by scores on state tests.

In public high schools, students are te-
quited to test twice a year. These results
will be compared to pror years and based
on state-determined standards; the results
will be used to determine if the school
has made adecjuate yearly progress.

Adequate Yearly Progress is determined
by progress each year including separate
actions for Reading/Tanguage Arts and

StEPHEN HOWELL
Layout/News EDITOR

Thursday, September 24, was an action
packed day seniors. C-SPAN and Cox
teamed up with our schools Government
Department and Administration for an
election activies that had been in planning
since eatrly summer,

The highlight of the day was the
student debate between Team Obama and
Team McCain. Team McCain consisted of
John Rice, Alex Snider, James Mead, Jay
Wiler, Chloe Kougirs, and Fotrest Allen.
Teamn Obama consisted of Mariya Ilyas,
Hannah Leveridge; Joe Bradley, Anthony

Math as well as fout “subgroups™ These
subgroups include csconomically disad-
vantaged students, students from major
race and ethnic groups, students with dis-
abilities, and students with limited Eng-
lish proficiency, In order to make AYP, 95
petcent of students in each of the sub-
groups, as well as the school in its eatirety,
need to qualify.

Our school did not make AYP last year,
however if we had not made it this year as
in 2006, our school would be identified for
improvement. This occurs when a school
does not make AYP for two years con-
secutively. The goal for all schools nation-
wide is to meet 100 percent proficiency
by the spring of 2014; to do so each state
must have a baseline based on the 2001-
2002 school year as well as benchmarks
for how students will progress each year.

Some critics argue that the goal of
achieving 100 percent proficiency by 2014
will be difficult and expensive and sets
schools up for certain failure. The difh-

See AYP, page 6

Calisti, Jessica Taylor, and Ashley Itastorza.
Moderated by Cox Communications news
host Kathrine Fault, the debate covered
many issues, including the economy,
healtheare, education, the Irag war, and
encrey alternatives. The debate lasted over
an hour, but the seniot crowd remained
cheering after evety
response.

“[The debate] went really well and
both sides answered questions well but
we did a better job of understanding the
audience”’ sald Team Obama debater
Hannah Teveridge, who rallied many
Obama supporters with her enthusiasm in

See CSPAN, page 6
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Students Work
with Wright to

‘Read Foundation

MARTYA ILYAS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Betty Wiight and her late hushand shared the
belief that the ability to tead is the foundation of
learning, When they established the Frank & Betty
Wright Foundation, they set its goal as “to give the
gift of literacy™

The Wright to Read (WTIR) is a program funded
by the Frank & Betty Foundation and administered
by The Campagna Center in Alexandtia. It trains
and places tutors with students in Alexandria City
Public Schools, who are teading at least one year
below grade level.

According to their website, “We work to encourage
reading because we believe literacy is the foundation
of learning”

Seniots Hric Rehe and Andreas Willis are active
volunteers for the Wright to Read program. As part
of the Book Buddics program, “I help children from
grades 2-6 improve their reading skills,” said Rehe.
~ Successful in the Alexandria community for over
25 years, the WIR helps only 15 students every
year free of charge. These students are referted by
teachers and space is filled by first-come, first-serve
basis. '

The WTIR program is targeted to students between
grades K-5, who are reading below their grade
level. The program consists of three subprograms:
Tutor/Mentot, Book Buddies, and Reach Out and
Read (ROR), each of which provides extensive and
personal attention to the student readers.

See Wrioht to Read, page 6
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West Potomac lines up before the snap in a muddy game with Hayfield. After a
slow first half the Wolverines picked up and defeated the Hawks.17-7, moving

their record to 5-0. See page 10 for an update on all of the sports teams.
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